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The Sixth and Laft Seffion of the Sixth 
< Parliament of Great-Britain, 



'^J^^r.t^^f' ?' hU Majefty King S:.?.?Ar7XT. 
GEORGE I, the Parliament, though on txcifion of tiw 
prorogued to the 2 7th of June, met on ihc gS^c^l S^« 
15 th, being the very next I>ay after the ^^X^*^"^ 
AjTival of the Exprefs with the Newi 1 In 
purfuance of the A£k of the 4th and 5 th of 
Queen Anne, Chap. 8^ by which it is cn- 
a^ed as follows, ™. < That this prefent Parliament, or any 
' other ParUament hereafter fummoned by her Majefly, her 

• Hciraand Succeffors, ftiall not be determined or diColved by 
' the Death or Pemife of her faid Majefly, or of her Heirs 

* and Succeflbrs j bucfizch ParliameiK fliaU Qontintie^ ax\d\£a- 
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* mediatdy meet, fit, aud ad, nonvithlTartding fuch Death or 

* Bcmife, during the Time of fix Months, unlefs the fame 
' fhall be fooner prorogued, or difToIvedj by I'uch Pcrfon who 
' ihall be next Heir to the Crown of this Realm inSuccefliofi."* 
The Parliament being met accordingly was prorogued by Com- 
mifiiofi from his Majefty King George the Second , till the 
27th of June, on which Pay his Majelly came to the Houfe 
of Peers, and being feated on the Throne with the ufual So- 
lemnity, and the Commons being feni for and attending, his 
Majefly made the following Speech to both Houfes, 



Thi! Speech ef a 

King trt^^orMe IL 



My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

I Am perfuaded that you all fhare with me in my Grief 
and Afflidtion for the Death of my lite Ko) al Father^ 
*' which, as it brings upon me the immedtate Care and 
** Weight of the Government, adds vtry much to my Con- * 
** ceni, left i fhouJd ikji be as fuccefsftil in my Endeavour !i, 
" as I am J above all Things, defirous to make you a great 
** and happy People. 

** I heartily wiih, that this firft folemn Declaration of my . 
** Mind in Parliament, could fufficiently cxprcfs the Sent!-* 
*' ments of my Hearty and give you a perfedl and juft Senfe 
** of my fixed Refoluiion, by all poiTible Me^tns, to merit 
** the Love and Aifedlion of my People , which I ihall al- 
<* ways look upon as the bcft Support and Security of my 
<* Ciown. 

'* And as the Religion, Liberty ^ Property, and a due Exe- 
^* cution of the Laws, are the moft valuable BleiTmgs of a. 
** free People, and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation, 
•^ it ihall be my conAant Care to prcfervc the Conilitution 
" of this Kingdom, as it is now happily elUbUlhed in Church 
*' and State, inviolable in all its Farts ; md to ftcure to all 
*^ my Subjc^ the full Enjoyment of tlieir Religious and Civil 

Bights. 

fi I fee With great PI eafure the happy EIFeflsof that Vigour 
** and Refolution, which was exerted in the laft Seflion of 
** Parliament, for the Defence of the Rights and PoiTcffions 
'* of this JNation, and for maintaining the Ti-anquility and 
** Balance of Power in Europe, The ilriit Union and Har- 
*' niony, which has hitherto fubfifted among the Allies of 
*' the Treaty of Hanover, has chiefly contributed to the 
'*• near Profpefl of a General Peace ; 1 have therefore given 
*' all my Ailici the itrongeil Afllirances of purfuing the fame 
" Mealures, and of making good the EngagOTcnts entered 
f* into by the Crown of Great Britain. 

*" l*he Chearfiilnefs whh which the Supplies neceflaiy for 
** carrj'ing on this great Work were raifed, making it but 
•* juft that the pabiick Expence ihould be leffened, as foon 
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■• as the Circqmftanccs of Affairs will permit ; I have alpeatly 
** given Ortlers foB feoding back fome of the Regiments 
** brought from Ireland, and will proceed to reduce my 
** Forces, both by Sea and Land, za foon as it can be done 
" without Prejudice to the common Cauie, and coniilkat 
" with the Intercil of my Kingdom. 

Genticmen of the Houfc of CommouB, 

'* You know Fcry weU, that the Grant of the greateft 
»' Part of the Civil Li II Revenues is now determined, and 
*^ thai it is neceflkry for yoa to make a new Proyjfion for 
" the Support of me and my Family, I am confident ic b 
*' needlefs foT me, in any particular Manner, to recommend 
" to your Care the Conideration of what fo nKu-ly and per- 
•* fonally concerns me i and T am pctfuaded^ that the Ex- 
'^ perience of pail Times, and a due Regard to the Honour 
'' and Dignity of the Crown, wilt pie vail upon you to give 
'* me this iiril Proof of your Zeal and AfFedion, in a Man- 
*' ner anfwcrable to the Necefiities of my Government. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*' 1 recommend it to you to give all poffible Difpatch to 
*• ftich Bufinefs as ftiall neceiliirily be brought before you ; 
" the Seafoa of the Year, and the Circnmllances of Time 
*^ requiring your Prefence in the Country, and making it 
** improper to carry thia Seflioii into any great Length/' 

The Commons being retnm'd to tHeir Houfe, Mr Speaker 
reported hb Majefty^s Speech to both Houfes. Hereupon 
Sir Paul Methuen mov'd, * That an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to hii> Majeily, to condole upon the Death of hia 
late RoyaJ Father ; to congratulate his Majcliy on his happy 
AccclHon to the Throne; and to return his Majefty the 
Thanks of this Houfe for his moft gracious Speech;* This 
Motbn being feconded by Sit Robert Walpole, and voted 
Ntm^ Coff. a Committee was appointed to draw up an Ad- 
drefs upon the faid Refolution* Sir Robert Walpole, being 
one of the faid Committee, immediately drew up an Ad- 
drefs i whichj on the ayth, wae reported, and unanimoufly 
agreed to. 

yttfte 29. A Motion being made, that a Supply be grant- 
ed to his Majeily, for the better Support of his Ma- 
jcfty's Houfhold, and of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown J it was unanimoufly rcfolved to conftder of that 
Motion the next D:iy in a Grand Committee ; which was 
done accordingly i and therein it was rcfolvM^ A>/ft. Co/f. to 
grant fuch a Supply to his Majefty, 

yme 30. The Commons prefented their Addrc& to hit 
Majclly as ^ows. 

A a MoJl 
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Sir P. Iflcitncii 
mcrvet fur in Ad- 
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Icnce, CociEJiE^** 
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Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* \T /E your Majcfty's moil dntlM and loyal Subje€U^ 
' W the Commons of Great Britain in Parliameiic af- 

* fembledj from a grateful Senfe and Remembrance of the 

* manjr Bleflings we er; joyed under the Government of our 

* late moft Gracious Sovereign, beg Leave, in the moft dutl- 

* ful Manner, to condole with your Majefty upon the Death 

* of your late Royal Father; a Lofs to thb Nation which 

* your Majcfty alone could pofTibl^v repair, 

' Vour immediate SuccclTion baniOied all our Griefs and 

* the uninterrupted Continuance of the Bleffings we had long 
' enjoyed obliges us, with Duty and Gratitude, to acknow- 
' ledgp the jult Senfe we have of our prefent and future Hap- 

* pinefs ; and to befeech your Majejty to accept the fmcere 

* Congratulations of your feithful Commons^ upon your Ma- 

* jeily^s happy Accdlion to the Throne of your Royal An- 
' cellors. 

• Vour Majefly's moJft Gracmus Speech from the, Throne 

* requires a more than ordinary Return of Duty and Thank- 

* flilnefs, for that tender and paternal Care, which you have 
' been pleafed to exprefs for our Religion, Laws, and Liber- - 

■ ties J and for thofe ample AiTurances your Majefty has given 
' us, inviolably to preferve the Conftitucion of thcfe King* 

■ dom&j as it is now happily cftabliihed in Church and 

* State ; and to fecure to all your Subjeds the full , Enjoy- 

* ment of their Religious and Civil Rights : And as thefe 

* BleiEngs are the mult valuable and dear to a. fee People, 
' and the peculiar Privileges of this Nation; we cannot- 

* enough admire your Majefly^s Goodnefs, and exprefs our 
' Sati&fa£lion, in this folemn Declaration of your Majefty's 

* Refolution, to make the Good of your People your chief 
' and conftant Care. 

• We congratulate your Majefty upon the Preliminary 

* Articles being fjgned ; and we fee, with great PJeafare, the 

* Beginning of your Majefty *s Reign attended with the hap- 

* py Prefages of a General Peace. The early A ftu ranees 

* given by your Majefty to your Allies, of purfuing the fame 

* Meafures as your late Royal Father had taken, and of 

* making good the fcveral Engagements entered into by the 

* Crown of Great Britain j as they ftrengthen and cement 

* that Urid Union and Harmony which has hitherto fublifted 

* among the Allies of the Treaty of Hanover, fo they confirm 
' to us the Hopes and near Profpe^t of a general Tranquil!* 

* ty, upon Terms honourable, fafe, and advantageous to your 
' Majefty, and all your Allies. 

• "^I'he Regard and Concern which we had, and always 

* fhall have, for the Defence of the Rights and Poffeffions 

* fif this Nation* for vindiufing the Honour of our Sovereign^ 

* md 
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« and for maincaming the due Balance of Power in Europe » Anno, i, g™. il 

* engaged us with Cliearfulnefs, during the lall Seflion of 

i* Parliament, to grant the Supplies neccflaiy for the carrj ing 
* on rhis great Work. And no greater Encouragement can 
f pofllbly be given to us, than to fee your Majelly ib early 
* beginning to kfTen the publick Expences, and refolding 
■ to reduce your Forces both by Sea and Land^ as foon as it 
F caii be done without Prcjjidice to the Coimnon Caufe, aud 
' confillent with tKe Fntcrcft and Safety of this Nation. 
* Thefe many and great In^ances of your Majc%'s Good- 

* nefs and Concern for the Happinefs and Welfare of your 

* People call ufion os for the highefl Returns of Duty, Zeal, 
' and Aifeftion to your Majelty's Perfon and Government : 

* And as we are fully convinced that our own Jntereft and 

* Prefervation are infeparable from your Majelly's, we beg 
' Leave to aflUre your Majcftyj that we will, with our Lives 

* and Fortunes, maintain and fupport your JWajefly's un- 

* doubted Right and Title to the Imperial Crown of this 

* Realm, and ail ocher your Majelly's Dominions, againil 
^— ' all Attempts whatfoever- 

^k • And when we refiea on your Majefty's Royal Virtues^ 
^w which promife us all the Bleffings that can fiow from a 
^V Mind truly Great ; when we coniider the diAinguifhed 
^v Charader of the Queen^ your Royal Confort, and the ad- 
^B ditional Happincfs that deftcjids to your People from her 

* many Princely Qualities, and remember your numerous and 
hopeful IfTue, the lalHng Pledge and Security of our happy 
Eliablifliment ; that your MajeJly^s Crown may fit with 
Eafe and Glory on your Head, we think ourfelves indifpcn- 

* fibly obliged to aiFure your Majel!y, that we will provide 

* fuch a Revenue for the OccaCons of your Majeily's Civil 

* Government, as may be fuflicicnt to fupport the Honour 
^^ and Dignity of the Crown in its proper and fu!l Lull re. 

^BTo this Addrefs the King returned the following Anfwer. 

^H Gentlemen, 

^B' T Return you my Thanks for your dutiful and loyal Ad- The K\ng\ ab* 
^*' 1 dfefa. The Rcfolutiom of the Commons of Great *^^» ^'^^<^'»' 
** Britain are, ^very where, fo highly regarded, that I can- 
** not but receive I with the greateit Satis fadion^ this unani- , 
" mous Declaration of your Fidcliiy, Zeal, and Afil-tlion s 
5' and I will endeavour, by a Heady Care and Concern for 
** the Jnterell and Welfare of my People, to anfwer the Ex- 
'* pe£btion you have conceived of my Government. 

Jufy X , Mr Farrer reported the Refoktion of the Grand 
ptmaittc*^ for grantitig a Supply to his Majtlly, for the 
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better Support of hi:^ Mtijefty's Houfliold, and of the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown^ which was agreed to^ ^(fjw. Coj*. 

yuij 3. The Commons^ in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, cdnfiderM of the Supply granted to his Majeily, and 
Sir Robert Walpole reprefented, * Th;it the annual Sum of 
700^000 L granted £0 and fettled on the kte King, for the 
Support of his Houfliold and of the Honour aad Digoky oP 
the Crown, fklling flioft every Year^ they had been obliged 
to make k up another Way ; and that hh pre fen t Majelty'a 
neceflary Expences being like to increafe, by reafon of the 
Largenefs of his Family, and of fetthng a Houfhold for bis 
Royal Con fort, he therefore moved, 7 'hat the entJJ^ Reve- 
nues of the Civrii Lift, which produced about j 00,000 h per 
Annutn^ above the faid yearly Sum of 700,000 1. might be 
fettled on his M^jefty during his Life/ This Motion being 
fcconded, Mr Shippen flood up and fpoke as follows, 
Mr Speaker, 

* I agree with the honourable Member who fpoke ftrft^ 
[-?/> Roheri WaipQie\ That on his Majeily*s happy AccciTton 
to the Throne, there ought to be no other Contention a- 
mongft us, than who ihould moft contribute to hii Service, , 
than who ihould cxprefs their Duty and Loyalty in the moft 
refpedltiil and tiic molt extenfive Manner* But then I hope 
he will agree with me, that this is to be done with fome Re- 
gard to thofe we reprefent : That this is to be done, confiflcnt 
with the IVuft repofed in us ; confiJlent with that Frugality 
which this Houfcis bound to ufe, whenever the Crown is plea- 
fed to call upon it, to exercife its great Power of giving Money, 

* Now, notwithllanding what has been urged, 1 think, we 
Ihall fo far depart from this Rule of Frugality, as we exceed 
the Revenue granted to his late Majefty, whether that Ex- 
ceeding Ihall amount yearly to 93,000 K as computed at the 
htgheft by that honourable Member, or to above 1 30,000 L as I 
have feen it more truly computed by another. For I re- 
member very well, that the yearly Sum of 700,000 L tho' 
now thought too littie* was not obtainM for his late Majcfty, 
wtthou: a long and folemn Debate ; [See Vol, L^. z\J\ atjcl 
it was ailow'd by every one that contended for it, to be an 
ample Royal Revenue. Nor was it ask'd inconfiderately, 
and on a fudden ; it was aak'd on mature Deliberation, 
after the Queen's Civil Liil Branches were fouJid deficient 1 
it was ask'd after many Computations had been made of 
every Charge requillte to fupport the Honour and Dignitj^ 
of the Cro^vn, and to maintain the prefent Royal Family j 
It was ask'd, after duly weighing what Provifion wotiI4 
be fufficient tO anfwer all the ordinary and eJitraordinaiy 
Occafions of the Civil Government ; what would be fuffici- 
ent to anfwer all proper Augmentations of Salaries, all rca- 

fonable 
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Tonable and charitabk Pcnfions, all fecret Services at Home 
and Abroad, ueceiTaiy to carry on a jult and wife Admiifllba- 
tion : It ivas,ask"*d by that hoiiourabJe Member bimfeif .md 
[Other!^, who were entring into git^t Employments, who were 
Igoing to taite of the Royal Bounty, and who therefore could 
t polfibly bt fxifpeded to have any Defign of cramping hia 
Ljelly, by a too contradcd and narrow Revenue. 

* Nor does the late Alteration in the Royal Family call for 
y Increafe of Expence. For if the Eltablilhment for the 

[iieen Oiould be enlarged, whofe dillingujfhed Character 
many Princely Virtues, taken Notice of in your Addrefs, 
'Intitle her to all Degrees of Grandoir, which any former 
Queen Confort ever cnjoy'd ; I fay, if her Majeify's Efta- 
blilhment ihould be etilarg'd, I prdumc the EftabOfliinent 
for Prince Frederick will be much inferior to that fettled on 
his prcfent M^jefty when Prince of Walea. Befides, our ar- 
dent Wiflies for his Majefty^s con Rant Refidence in thefe 
ngdom?, and hh Royal Intentions of making us a great and 
ippy People, give us Hopes, that many perlbnal, many par- 
ticular Expences in the late Reign, efpccially thofe for frequent 
Tournies to Hanover, will be dilcontinuM, and entirely ceafe, 

* Nor is rt any Obje^ion to the Reafoning of that Time, 
hen the 700,000 L was granted to the Jatc King, or to the 

mputations then made, that this Sum is faid to have been 
und by the Expeiience of ^afi Times, to be not anfwer- 
ilc to die Neceflities of the Civil Government. 

* For this Experience could not be found in the Queen's 
:ejgn, becaufe her Civil Lift Branches feldom amounted tt> 

'600,000 1, commonly to about 550^000!. and fome times to 
very little above 500,000], as appears by Accounts former- 
\y laid before this Houfe ; and I will not fuppofe thofe Ac- 
counts which were brought from the Treafury to be other-' 

wife than true, in regard to my honourable Friend 1 

ask Pardon, 1 Ihould have faid, the honourable Member, for 
there is no Friendlhip betwixt ns* But he muft give me 
Leave to obferve. That when he aiTerts her Civil Lift 
tranches amounted to above 700,000 k yearly, he can only 
tean the grofs, and not the n^t Produce, which is a very- 
candid and falbcious Way of Arguing. 

* Tho' her Revenues were fo low, yet flie called upoft her 
Parliament but once in a Reign of above thirteen Years, to 
puy the Debts contraded in her Civil Government ; and it i% 
a Juftice due to the Memory of thai excellent Princefa, to 

mind Gentlemen of the unparalell'd Inflances of her Piety 

d Gencrofity, which occafion'd thofe Debts, She gave 

he Firll Fruits and Tenths, arlfing now, as the honourable 

Member, who m2.dc this Mot ton ^ fays, to 1 9,000 L a Year* for 

Atigmenutioti of the M^tcnance of the foot Cl^^ii^ % ^^t 
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gave ^000 L t Year out of the Poft- Office to the Dtike of 

Marlbomtigh : She fufET'd 700 L a Week to be likewifc 
charged on the PoU-Office for the publick Service, and by 
that Cbnceffion loft a vail Sum, the additional Duty then 
producing cmly Sooo h a Year : She gave feveral hundred 
thou fond Pounds for building the Caftle of Blenheim : She al- 
lowed Prince Charles of Denmark 4000 1 a Year : She fu gain- 
ed great LoiTes by the Tin Contract: She f pported the poor 
Palatines: She gave 100,000 L to the Ufes of the War. 
Thefe, with many other Royal Bounties which efcape my 
prcfent Remembrance, were the Reafons that brought her 
under a Neceflity of a-sking for 500,000). But ihc was fo fen- 
libleof the Jnconventence, and fo determin'd never to apply 
to her Parliament again in the hke Marnier, that fhe ordei'd 
a confidcrable Reduflion to be made of her Civil Govern- 
jnent Expences. I have feen a Scheme of this Reduction, 
as k was a£iually fettled a little before her Death, and in- 
tended to commence the lady-Day fcllowing. ^T would be 
tedious to go through all the particular Arcicles of ir, and I 
will only name three or four. The Cofferer 'ii-OHice Pay- 
ments were reduced from 85,000 l to 75^000!, The AU 
lowanccs for Foreign Mimftera^ from 75,000!, to 30,000 h 
Pen lions and Bounties from upwards of 87,490 L to 60,000 L 
Secret Services from 2 7,000 L to a 0,000 1. a Sum furprizrng- 
ly fmall, when compared with the late Di^burfcments on that 
Head. In fliort, the whole yearly Expenccii were defigne4 
to be reduced to 459,941 1. and that would have been done 
without Eclipfmg the Glory of the Cro^n, which, fome Gen- 
tlemen fo roundly affirm, cannot now be maintained under al- 
jnoft a doable Appointment, 

* From hence it appears plainly, that this Argument of the 
Experience of p [ill Times can have no Reference to the 
Queen's Reign. It mult therefore be apply 'd, tho^ put in 
the Plural Number, to the late Admin illnition only ; and 
1 confefs, if the fame Management was to be contmu'd, if 
the fame Mini Iters wctG to be again employed, a Million a 
Year would not be fufficient to carry on the exorbitant Ex- 
penccs, fo often, and fojuftly ciimplain*d of in this Hcufe. 
For it is notorious, ic is freih in all our Memories, that befidcs 
the yearly 700,000 K there have been many occafional Taxes, 
many exceflive Sums raifed, and they have hi^ii all funk in 
that bottomlcfs Guif of Secret Service. Firft, the memorable 
250,000!. was raised, in Defiance of the ancient Parhameti- 
tary Methods, £0 fecure us from the Apprehcnfions of W 
Swedifh Intrafion, [St^£ Vol, L p. 116] Then the two In- 
furancc'OfHces were erected in as irregular a Manner, by a 
Bill brongkt into this Houfe, at die latter End of a Seflkm, 
and after the Conunittcc of Supply had been clofed, upon the 

honoutabb 
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Llionoiifable Member^s Return inta Power ; and thofe Bub- 
I bles paid near 300^000 L for their Charters ; ^See Vol. L 
215.] Then a new Scene of AiFairs opening In Sweden 
hang'd our Enmity into an Alliance, and there was a Subfidy 
~ 72,0001. implicitly granted to make good fome fecret 
gain and Engagement with that Crown ; [See Vol. L 
253.] At the fame Time near 24,000 L were given for 
burning two Merchant- Ships arrived from infeded Places 1 
[S'« Vol, L ^. 255 ] but tho' the Goods^ as well as the Ships 
iircre paid for by this Houfe, that they might, without In- 
|iiry to the Owners, be deilroy'^d for the publick Safety, yet 
oil of them were privately conveyed into Counties adjacent 
I the Port where the Ships lay, and fold there. Then fooii 
%fter a Sum of 500,000 1, was demanded and gninted for 
the Payment of the Civil Lift Debts ; on which Occafion his 
late Majelly declared in his MeiTage^ ' That He was rcfolved 
* tocaufe a Retrenchment to be made of his E.^pences for the 

I* future : ' [See Vol, L p. 257.] But notwithilaiiding that Re* 
fclution, in jefs than four Years, the Neceffities of the Go- 
bermnent having rendered the promifed Retrenchment im- 
practicable, there was a new Demand, and a new Grant of 
500,000 1. more, to difcharge new Incumbrances, \_Sie Vol, I- 
f, 339] J might mention too the Spanifti Sliips which were 
taken in the famous Mediterranean Sea-fightj and, as we have 
Reafon to believe^ fold for a coofidcrable Sum of Money. 
Nor is it poflible to forget the 125,000 1, [See Vol. I. p, 385.] 
which we could only be told^ the lalT: Seffion, in a general 
unexplained Article, was fecretly difpos*d of, for the pnblick 
Utility, for the Confervation of the Peace of Europe, and 
for the Security of the Commerce and Navigation of Great 
Britain. 

' After all thefe and other extraordinary Supplies, I am in- 
formed there yet remains a Debt in the Civil Government of 
above 600,000 1. If fo, furely there mull: have been a mofl egi e- 
gious Negled^ of Duty, to fay no worfe ; there mull have been a 
Jlrange Spirit of Extravagance fomewhere, or fuch immenfe 
Sums codd never have been fo foon, (o infenfibly* fquander^d 
away. And itb amazing that this Extravagance fhould happeai 
under the Condudl of Perfons pretending to furpiifs all their 
Predeceflbrs, in the Knowledge and Care of the Publick Re- 
venue : But we are not to wonder that the World has been 
free in its Cenfures, fmce none of thefe Sums have been ac- 
counted for, fmce they have been employM in Services not fit 
to be own' d. None but thofe who weve in the Secret, and who 
had the Dtfpofai of them, can refute tlie Reflexions that arc 
made without Doors, not only on tJie Miniftry, but even on 

both Houfes of Parliatnent, 1 mull fay no more But 

f heartily wiih, %\iu Tiine? ihe great Difcovercr of hiddeu 

Vol. n, B ' ^tu\\A 
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Truths and concealed Tniqaitics, may prodacc a Liil of all 
fuch, if any fuch there were, who have been perverted from 
their pubJick Daty by private Penfions ; who have been the 
hired Slaves ^ atid the corrupt Infti dments of a pnofofe and 
vainglorious Admintflradon* If there have been none fuch, 
titn the whole Weight, then the whole Guilt of the lace 
Mifmanagemeat lies on the Minifters themfelves. 

' But it feems to be Matter of univerfal Joy to the Nation^ 
that the Cafe is like to be altcrM : We hope we arc arrived 
at a Day of better OEconomy : We hope fuch Pradices will 
be fo far from being imitated, that they will be detelled 
and abhorr'd j nor can any one entertain the leaft Doubt of 
this, when he confiders that a Prince is afcending the Throne, 
who will choofe a knowing, faithful, and frugal Miniftry ; 
who will not permit his Domeftick or Foreign Afeirs to be 
negotiated by Bribery and Corruption, for want of SdH- 
ciency and Skill in Politicks i whofe Wifdom will enable 
him, and whofe Goodnefs will incline him, not only to in- 
fycd the Management of the Civil Lill Branches* but in 
Jurtice to his Parliaments, and in Compaflion to his People, 
to direft and require a due and exad Biipofition of all the 
other public k Funds, according to their refpeilive Appro- 
priation!^. 

* Now, in Confequence of this mofl jiifl Notion of his Ma- 
jefty's Frugality, which, amongfl other his innumerable Vir^ 
tues, endears him fo much to his Subjedb, I hope I may^, 
without Offence, propofe the Addition of fome Words to 
your Queflion^ that may reftrain it to 700,000 1 : And in this 
I as much confult the Service of his Majefty, and the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown, as tliofe who are for granting 
the Funds without any Reftri£tion. For, in juy humble Opi- 
nion, the Voting a greater Sum than was fettled on his late 
Majefty, is only voting an Indemnity, is voting at leail in 
I*avour of Miniliers whofe Condu£l, as I have already hinted^ 
if laid before you, and duly examined, would perhaps rather 
deferve your Ccnfure than Approbation. 

* Befides, the Surplus of thefe Branches is appropriated to 
the Sinking Fund ; and, that, I thought had been a Sacre^ 
Depofitum, referved hi the gradual Discharge of the Nati<j 
nal Debt : I thought it wonld have been lookM upon as 
Sort of Sacrilege, to have diverted the leall Part of it, 
any Pretence whatfoever, from its original Ufea ; and it is J 
furprizing to me, that the honourable Perfon ihonld be lor 
dellroying his own Darling Project, and that he fhould be 
for pulling down the boallcd Monument of his Glory i as It 
may be to others j that I am for fupporting any Schemie C^ 
his, which might have tranJiiiittcd his Name with Advantag 
19 PoUcrity, 
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* If his Majeily was rightly apprizM of thefe Circumllances, 
he would doubtlefs rather be content witJi a clear annuaJ Re- 
venue of 700,000 i than fuJFtT his firil Demand of Money, 
by any precipitate Proof of our Zeal, to cany the leaft Ap- 
pearance of being burthen fome to his People, who have long 
labour'd under the Preflure of grievous and exorbitant Taxes ; 
for he has been gracioufly pleafed to fignify from the Throne 
Hs fix'd Refolution, [See J>, 2 J '*^%all poiUble Means to 
'' merit their Love and Aflfeition, which he ihall always 
" look upon as the bell Support and Security of his Ciown." 

* I will detain youj Sir^ no longer, but dcfire you would 
conclude your Queltion with thefe Words, 

* In like Manner as they were granted and continuM to 

* his late Majelly, which make up the clear yearly Sum of 

* 700,000 L' 

To this Speech no Reply was made, but the Queftion 
being put* Sir Robert Walpole's MotioD was agreed to with- 
out any farther Oppofitioo. 

yu/j 4. The Refolution of the Committee, in Purfuance 
of the above Motion » was reported and agreed to, and a Bill 
order -d to be brought in thereupon. 

July 5. The Bill, For the bitUr Supparf of hij M&jefifs 
HeupQld, Scc^ was prefented to the Houfe, read the firit 
Time, and orderM to be read a fecond Time. 

yu/j 6. The faid Bill was read the fecond Time, and com- 
mitted to a Grand Committee ; and then Sir Paul Metbuen 
delivered to the Houfe a Meifage, iign*d by his Majefty, 
which was read, as follows, viz. 

G EO RG E R. 

" TT I S Majefty confidering that the Provifion made for 
'^ Xx the Queen his Confort, in Cafe fhe fboold farvive his 
•* Ma]e%j is very infufficient to fupport her Royal Dignity ; 
** and that his Majetly is reilralned, by the Laws now m be- 
■* ing, from increnfmg the fame* thinks it neceflary to re- 
" commend the making farther Provifion for the Queen to 
** your Confidcration." 

Hereupon it was utmnimouily refolv'd to take the faid 
Meflage into Confideration the next Day, in a Committee of 
the whole Houfe. 

7«/y 7. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, took into 
Confideration his Majefty*s Melfage, and refolvM, L Tliat 
a Provifion be made for the Queen, in Cafe {he ftiall furvive 
his Majcfty» of 1 00,000 h per Jrtnum during her Life, with 
his Majefty *s Palace of Somerfet-Houfej and Richmond Old- 
Park^ ir That hiv Majd^ be enabled to charge the faid 
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f oo^oool. fir Annum on all, €f any' of the Doiics or Rev« 
nucs, fettled for the better Support of his Majcfty's HouJlioM* 
and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown^ which (hall 
fubfiA after his Majerty's Dcmife. 

yuij 8. Mr Farrer reported the preceding Day's Refolu* 
tions for a Provifion for her Majefty, which being agreed to^ 
Nem. C&n. a Bill was ordered to be brought in, purfuant to 
the faid Refolmions, 

July I o. The Clvti Lift Bill was read the third Time^ paf- 
fed, and fent up to the Lords ; then Sir Robert Walpole pre- 
fen ted to the Houfe a Bill, fo enahie his M^j^fty i& fettle « 
Re^mus fur fuppQriiftg thg JiQyal Dignity sf thr t^eertt &c. 
which W^ read the firlt Time, and unaninioufly order d to be 
read a fecond I'ime. 

Jitfy 1 1 . The faid Bill was read a fecond Tbncj and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Ju/y 14. The faid Bill was read the third Time, pafled, 
mnd fent up to the Lords. 

Jk/j 17. The King went to the Houfe of Peers^ with 
the ufual Solemn ity, and the Commons attending, his Ma- 
jefty gave the Royal AiTent to an A^, F&r tht httur Support 
cf his Majefifi Umjh^ld^ and ef the Hsnour and Dignity of 
the Crth-wn cf Great Britain ; alio to an Aft, Fsr inahiing 
his Majefy to fettle a Rmienus for fupp&riing the Royai Dig- 
nity &f the ^een, if! Cafi fie fimii fur^/i've his Majtfty i 
and to three other Bills, 

After which his MajeJly made the following Speech to 
both Houfes ; 






My Lords and Gentlemeii, 
"^ T Cannot but exprefs the greatefl Satisfa£lion in tlie con- 
*' J_ vincing Proofs you have given me, in this Seffion, of 
*' your Duty and Affection to my Perfortj and Zeal for my 
" Government. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons ^ 
** I mufl particularly thank you for your Utianimi^ and 
'^ Difpatch, in grnnting me the Revenues neceflary for the 
*^ Support of my Family, and the Occafions of my CivU 
'* Government ; which you have done in a Manner fo very 
*' agreeable, and with fuch a doe Regard to the Honour 
** and Dignity of the Crown, that if any Thing could add 
*' to my own Inclinations of making ihe Happinefs of my 
*' Subjefh my principal Care and Study, this Inllance of 
*• your particular Confidence in me would engage me more 
** IboDgly to make Ufe of the Powder, which you have given 
" me of doing Good, in promoting the Honour and Interell 
" of xwj People. 

" The 
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anocJier Iniknce of your Regard for me, which 
confident She , will very well defervej and I ftiali always 
acknowledge. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'Mt JB a great Happinefs to me to fee the Nation in fo 
profperous and fiourilhing a Condition, ac the highefl; Pitch 
of Glory and Reputation, of great Weight in holding the 
Balance of Europe, defending themfelves in their juft Pri- 
vileges and PoiTeffions, and vindicating the Honour of the 
Crown of Great Britain, 

*• At Home I £nd, among my FroteJhnt Subjefis, fuch 
mutual Charity and Forbearance diffiifed throughout the 
Kingdom, that the National Church repines not at the 
Indulgence given to fcrupulous Confciences ; and thofe, that 
receive the Benefits of the Tolerationj enVy not the Efta- 
bli0i*d Church the Rights and Privileges which they b/ 
Law enjoy. 

•• From thefe happy Caufes 2nd favourable Conjun^ui^s 
has flowed that general Tranquilityj that Rife of Publick 
Credit^ and that Improvement of Trade and Commerce, 
which have greatly increafed our Wraith and Power, 
and given us that Refpe^ and Iniluence Abroad, which 
has (o much advanced the Glory and Happinefs of this 
Nation. 

*' But all thefe Bleffings, great and valuable as they are, 
had not been fecured and tranfmitted to us, without your 
having carefully avoided all Occafions of Strife and Divi- 
fion ; without a ftrid Regaiti to Publick Faith, a confhnt 
Care and Attention towards difcharging the National 
Debt, ajid without that fmgular Steadincfs and Refolution, 
which this Parliament has fhewed upon all proper and nc- 
cc03ry Occaiions- 

** I can therefore make no doubt, but that your Beha- 
viour, and the Temper you have thewn, will fufEciendy 
recommend this Parliament to the Elleem and good Opi- 
nion of their Country ; who, from the fame Conduft, 
and by purfuing the fame Meafures, may promife them- 
fdves all future Profperity. 

•' The Expiration of this Parliament now drawing near, 
I wiU give Orders for iffuing the Writs for calling and 
electing a new Parliament, as foon it can conveniently be 
done ; and I am perfuaded that the general Conteft and 
Emulation in Expreffions of Duty and Affe^on to me, 
whifch, to my great Satisfaftion, I have nniverfally mtt 
with, will be farther demonilrated by the Choice of a 
Parliament, zealoufly affc£led to our prcfcnt happy Elb- 
b!iihm«Jic in the Proteflaiit SucccJhon; ^nd in Return^ 




. And Seventh Parliament of Great-Britain. 

^B^^'*^ N the 23d of Januaiyj die Parliament being met aiuioi.cw.il 
^U \ at Weftminfter/ tiie King went to the Houfe of it;?-^/ 
^P^^ ^^ Peer?, with the ufua! State and Solemnity ; and rhTpTi^^I^ 
^^ ^^--^ jji^ Commons being come thither, his Majefty m«u 

iignify'd his Pleafure to them by the Lord High Chancellor, 

that they flioald return to their Houfe and choofe thdr 

Speaker, and prefent him to his Majeily on the ^jtb. 

The Commons being returned accordingly, naanimonfly Mr oariow cboji* 

chofe Arthur Onflow, Efq; Knight of the Shire for Surrey, ^p=*^- 

I to be their Speaker. 
yenuary 27. The King being come again to the Houfe 
bf Peers, and the Commons being fent for up and attending, 
Wiey prefented their Speaker for his Majeity's Approbation, 
llnd the King approved their Choice : After which, his Ma- 
jetty made the following Speech to both Houfes, via. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

' T is a great Satbfeflion to me, that at my Meeting The Kin^^iSi 

the Firfl Parliament fummoned and convened by 

Authority, I am able to give you Hopes of feeing the 

*^ Pablick Peace and Tranquility very foon reftored. I 

** very much wilhcd that the Arfl Period of my Reign might 

' have htm diiUnguiflicd; by putting an immediate Eod ta 



^« have b 
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the TrooUes and Dlfordcrs of Europe, by a Meduftioo of 

ibmc Part of my Forces, a Diminution of l^axes^ aiul 
** all the happy Confcqycnccs of an lionoiirable and dbbliih' 
" ed Peace ; to whiich my Endeavours have in no Manner 
** been wanting, as f^r as was confiltenE with maijitaiiiiiig 
•• the PoiTeffjons^ Rights, and Privileges of my Kingdom, 
•' and, I proroifc myfelf, not widiout great FrobabiHty of 
*^ Succds. 

*' I am very fetlJible of the difagreeable and azieafy Si- 
*■ tuation in which our AlFairs have been for foroe Time, 
** and have been extreamly concerned lo fee many of the 
*' Inconvenienctes of a War attending us, without any Op- 
** portunity of refcnting the Injuries we fuJkincd, or gain- 
" ing any of thofe Advantages in Return, which the vigpr- 
" OU& Profecution of fo juil a Caufe, and the Succefe of omr 
*' Anns, might probably have fecured to us. 

" But you are fufficiently apprized, that Preliminary Ar- 
" tides for a general Pacification were fomc Time ago figned 
** and accepted, by the contracting Parties on both Sides ; 
*' and although the Ratifications of them had been exchanged 
*' by me and my Allies, with his Imperial Majefty; the 
*' good Eifcds, cxpeded from them, were retarded by the 
" Refufal ou the Part of Spain, to execute fome of the moll 
** material Points contained in them ; and by Endeavours to 
" alter and explain fotne Articles, in fach a Manner, as im- 
** mediately affefted the PofTeflions and the juft Right of my 
" Kingdoms. 1 therefore, jointly with my Allies^ declined 
*' exchanging the Ratifications of the Preliminaries with the 
** Court of Spain ; and rejected aU fuch Propofitions, as were 
*' detrimenml and injurious to my Honour, and the Intereit 
** of my People, 

" By thefe M^ns, the Negociations were unavoidably 
** carried into a tedious Length, which I endured with the 
i« greater Patience, from an eamefi Deftre to procure to my 
** Subjefb a fafe and honourable Peace, and to fee the Tran- 
** q uili ty of Europe prefer ved and fettled upon a folid and 
** lalting Foundation ; during which Time, I received from* 
" the mo(! CJiriftian King* and the States General, the 
" greatclt Proofs of their Sincerity, and a Renewal of the 
*' Srongell A ffu ranees imaginable, that they would effect u ally 
" make good all their Engagements in Support of the Com-' 
** mon Cau{e, and of our mutual Interefls : And I am very 
*' ^lad, that I can acquaint you, that our joint Endeavours 
** have had fo good an Effedl^ that by the Laft Advices from 
" Abroad, I have great Reafon to hope, that the DiiHcul- 
'^ tieii, which have liitherto retarded the Execution of the 
** Preliminaries, and the Of diing of (he CoBgrefs, will foon 
** be entiiely lemovcd. 

" However, 
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'** However, it will in the mean time be abfolutely ne- ^nno u (^. n- 
** ceflary to continue, as our Allies have already refolved to 
*' do, the Preparations which have hitherto been our Secu- 
•* rity, and prevented an open Rupture in Europe ; that we 
** may not at once lofe all the Advantages, which our former 
** Expences and Vigour have fo nearly procured, by not be- 
** ing in a Condition, if that Neceffity ihould unexpedledly 
'^ be brought upon u£, to vindicate our Honour, and affert 
** our Rights. And you may depend upon it, that my firft 
^* Care fliall be to reduce, from Time to Time, the Expence 
** of the Publick, as often, and as foon as the Interelt and 
" Safety of my People will permit it. 

*• The Preliminary Articles and fuch other Treaties and 
** Conventions, as have not yet been communicated to Par- 
** liament, and which may, without manifeft Prejudice, be 
** expofed to publick View, fhall be laid before you. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

*' I have given Orders to the proper Officers to prepare 
** and lay before you Efti mates of the Expences for the Ser- 
** vice of the current Year ; and you may be alTured, that 
*^ the Supplies which I find myfelf obliged to demand of 
** you, ihall, as certainly as they do exceed my Wifhes and 
** Inclinations, be employed folely for the Intereft and Secu- 
•* rity of the Nation. And I make no doubt, but that if 
** any Method can be found out for railing the neceflary 
** Supplies, lefs grievous to my People than another. That 
•* will have the Preference in all your Deliberations. 

** I think myfelf obliged to reconmiend to you a Confide- 
** ration of the greateft Importance, and I fhould look upon 
** it as a great Happinefs, if, at the Beginning of my Reign, 
*' I could fee the Foundation laid of fo great and necefTary a 
" Work, as the Increafe and Encouragement of our Seamen 
** in general ; that they may be invited, rather than com- 
** pelled by Force and Violence, to enter into the Service of 
** their Country, as often as Occafion Ihall require it : A ^ 
*' Confideration worthy of the Reprefentative of a People 
" great and flourifhing in Trade and Navigation. 

** This leads me to mention to you the Cafe of Greenwich- 
*' Hofpital, that Care may be taken, by fome Addition to 
** that Fund, to render comfortable and effe6hial that charita- 
** ble Provifion for the Support and Maintenance of our 
** Seamen, worn out and become decrepit by Age and Infir- 
** mities, in the Service of their Country. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** As I have great Hopes that a general Pacification will 
" be now obtained by a fpeedy Execution of the Prelimina- 
" ries, I am fatisfied, that nothing will more efFedually con- 
*' tribute to, and fccurc this defirable End, than fuch an 
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« Uimniniity, Zeal* and Difpatch of the publlck Buiine 
*' this ParlumcDt, as may convince the World, that none 
" among you are capiible, out of any Views or Confidera- 
'* tions whatfoever, to wiih the Diflrefs of their Country f 
*^ or to give an Occafion, from the Profpe£l of Difficoltici 
" that may arife and be fomented here at Home, to inter- 
*f rupt ordifappoint our prefentpromifmgExpeftationa : This 
•* it is in your Power to defeat, and this I depend upon from 
" your known Zeal and Affbaion to my Perfon and Govern- 
*' ment, and your hearty Concern for the Intersil and Wd- 
" fare of my People/' 

^an. 51. The five Grand Committees for ReligioHp 

Grievances, Courts of Juilice, Trade, PrivOegcs and Elec- 
tions, having been appointed, Mr Speaker reported his Ma-* 
jefly's Speeds to both Houfes ; upon which the Lord * Her- 
vey, Mqmber for Baryj mov'd for an Addrcfs of Thanks 
to Kis Majefty, which being feconded, a Committee was 
appointed to draw up an Addrcfs to his MajeRy upon the laid 
Hefolution. 

Fei^ruaiy I* The Lord Hervey reported the faid Addrefs^ 
which was agreed to. 

Feb. z. 1 he fame was prefentcd hy the whole Houfe to 
his Majefty, as follows : 

Molt Gracious Sovereign^ 

* WT^ your Majefly's moft dutiful and loyal Subje^b, 
' VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, beg Leave to return our humblell Thanks for 

* your Majelty's moft gracious Speech from the Throne ; and 

* to acknowledge, in die molt dutiful and grateful Manner, 

* the tender and afiedionate Concern your Majefty has l>eea 

* pleafed to exprefa, for the many Inconveniences, that have 

* arifen from tie late diiagreeable and unfettled State of the 

* Aifairs of Europe. 
* We are fenfible of the unwearied and uninterrupted 

* Care with which your Majefty, ever fince we have enjoyed 

* the Bleffings of your Reign, has laboured to put an End 

* to the Difputes, and reltore the Tranquility of Europe ; 

* of the Defne you have had to free your People from all the 

* Burthens occafioned by impending War, and to procure to 

* them all the happy Confequences of a fafc, honourable j 
' and eftablifhed Peace ; and we think it as impoiTLble that 

any Difficulties ihouJd arife, to prevent us feeling the good 
Effeds to be cxpedcd from your Prudence, ai it is for any 

* Event 
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' Event to make us forget the Marks we liave already W- 
' ceived of your Afitdion. 

* The Pirmnefs your MajeJly has fhewn in abfolutely re- 

* fuRng to admit of any Explanations of Preliminaries, dcro- 
' gatory to the Honour, or prejudicial to the Intercft of this 

* Nation, we feel more fenllbly ; aj we tHnk 'tis equally 

* for your Maj^^s Glory and our Happinefs to have it 

* appear to the whole World, that the Clre of your Peof^e 

* is a Confideration To much fuperior to every other, in 

* fixing your Maje%'s Refolutions, that not even One fo 

* important as the Peace of all Europe could induce you to 

* futmit to the Demands of others, or recede from your own 

* in any Point, where our PofTeffions were invaded, our la- 

* tereft ftruck at, or our Privileges difputed, 

* And fince this Stand, which your Majelty, in JaRice to 
' yourfelf and Regard to your People, thought fit to make, 
' has not broke off the Accommodation, but only retarded 

* it for our Advanuge ; we beg Leave to congratulate your 
' * Majeily upon the near Profpecl of that Succefs in your Ne- 

* gptiations, which cannot more effeftually fulfil our Wifhes, 

* as the Earneil of our Profpcrity, than it anfwers our Ex- 

* pc£lations in demonftrating your Wifdom. 

I * But in cafe your Majelly's Expe^acions, of feeing the 

' * piibUck Peace and Tranquility foon reilor'd, fhould ffill be 

' difappointed ; that your People may no longer continue in 

* that Uncertainty, in which the Policy of others may en- 
' deavour to keep ns i and that we may be in a Condition 

* to do ourfelves Jultice, ihould that Neceffity unexpedledly 
' be brought upon us, we are determined, our of Regard to 

* our own IntereH, as well as that we Ihall ever pay to your 
' Majefty's Honour, mort efi^^ually to enable you to do 

I* yourfelf Right, and to affert and to maintain all the Pof- 
t feflions. Advantages, and Privileges of your People. 
r * Whatever Supplies therefore may be wanted for the 
I Service of the current Year, your Commons wilJ, with 
I the utmoU: Chearfulneis and Unaniniity grant ; being af* 
f furcd no Aid will ever be demanded by your Maj eily of 

* your Snbjeds, but what you judge abfolutely necclTary for 

* their own In tereft and Security. And as we are deter- 

* mined, in whatever Supplies we raife, to have Regard to 
' fuch Methods as Ihall be leaft grievous to your People ; fa 
' we have the greateil Satii^fadion in thinking we may en- 

* tirely depend on your Majelly*s Jailice and VVifdom, that 

* whatever we do grant, will be conftantly apply M in the 

* Manner that wlU be mofl beneficial to them. Neither h:id 

* wc the leaft Doubt, before we received your Majefty's 

* moft gracious Promife* but that your Majelly, from your 
paternal Goodxiefe to your People, woiald, from Time to 



Anno f . O?o. Um 



C a 



Timei 



( 20 ) 

Annoi. Gw.ir. * Time, take every Opportunity to make all fuch Redu6Uons 
^Tvj-i». ^^ t ^£ ^j^g publick Expences, as fhould be for our prefent Eafe^ 

* without endangering our-future Safety. 

* The Affurances your Majefty has given us of the Sin-' 

* cerity and Steadinefs, with which you are fatisfy'd all your 
' Allies are determined, in all Events to adhere to their En- 

* gagements, and efpoufe the Common Caufe, gave us the 

* greateft Satisfaction ; and let the future Dangers and Diffi- 

* culties that may yet arife, impoflible to be forefeen, be 

* ever fo formidable or ever fo numerous, we do not imagine 

* there can be any which your Maj city's Prudence, Caution, 

* Abilities and Experience, joiii'd to the Affillance of your 

* Parliament, the Firmnefs of your Allies, and the Bravery 

* of your People, will not eafily difpel. 

* It is an indiipenfible Duty of thofe, who have a juft 

* Senfe of the great Importance of the Trade and.Navtga- 

* tion of this Kingdom, to provide proper Encouragements 

* for our Seamen ; and common Juftice requires that we 

* fhould take a compaffionate Care of thofe, who by Mis- 

* fortunes in their brave and faithful Services to their Coun- 

* try, are become equally incapable of continuing thofe Ser- 

* vices, or providing for themfelves ; We beg Leave there- 

* fore to alTure your Majeity, that we will take this Matter 

* into our Confideration, and on this, as well as every other 

* Oceafion, pay the Deference and JRegard due to your Ma- 

* jelly's moft gracious Recommendation. 

* If there are any fo ill informed of the iteady AfFeCtion 

* of your Commons, as vainly to place their Hopes on any 

* Difputes or Differences that might arife amongft us, we 

* are determined, by a hearty, zealous and general Concur- 

* rence in all our Deliberations, for your Majefly's Intereft 

* and the Publick Welfare, efFeftually to difappoint fuch ill- 

* grounded Expeftations j and we are fatisfy'd we cannot 

* give better Evidence of our Love to our Country, than by 
' conitant Demonflrations of our Duty to the beft of Kings : 

* And as your Majefty's Endeavours have been, and, we 

* are perfuaded, ever will be, to preferve us a free, and 
' eltablifli us a happy People, fo we ihould think our 

* felves undeferving all the Benefits and Bleflings of your 

* Reign, were it poffible we could ever be wanting in the 

* leall Point, on our part, to make it as great, happy and 

* glorious, as that of any of your Royal Predeceflbrs.* 

To this his Majefty returned the following Anfwcr. 

Gentlemen, 
The Kin.. 's An- ** T Give you my Thanks for this very loyal and afFe^tio- 
fwcrihcreio. » JJ^ ^^^^ Addrcft. Such RetuHis of Duty and Gratitude 
«* from my faithful Commons would add, if any Thing pof- 

* fibly 
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*' fiblycouH^ to my Refolutions of promoting and confult- ^nmu^au 
*' ing upon all Occafions the Wei fare and Profp^ rit/ of my *^^^ 
*f people. The entire Confidence yon place in me will 
*' engage mc more ft r idly to make Ufe of the Power and 
" Truil you {hall repofe in me, for your Literell, and to your 
" Satis fiidioti ; and you (hall always find my ReadindTs to 
** eafe and reduce the Expencea of the Publick to your 
** Expe&tions." 

FeL 6. Mr Henry Pelham prefentcd to the Houfe fevcral 
Eftlmates which had been caird for. 

Ff^, 9* The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe on the Supply, confidered of the Eilimate of the Debate on tfe 
Charge of the Guards, Garrifons, and other his Majefty^s F^S^VSr rt ^ 
Land Forces in Great Bntainj for the Year 17^8; and a t^'^^ ^1^ 
Motion being made^ that the Number of efi^dive Men, be 
i2,^f 5 ; the fame met with Oppofition, fome Members in- 
fiftingj that the 8000^ Augmentation-Troops, raifed laft 
Year, [S^e FuL t* jP^ 383.] fhould be entirely reduced: 
But being apprehenfive that the Majority of the Committee 
were for the Motion, they endeavoured to put oiF the De- 
bate, by moving, ' That Mr Speaker ihould refume the 
Chair J * which being carried in the Negative, by 290 
Votes againft 84, the Committee came afterwards to the 
following Resolutions. L That the Number of efeftive 
Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great Bri- 
tain, and for Gnernfey and Jerfey, for the Year 172S, 
including 1850 Invalids and 55 5 Men for the fix Indepen- 
dent Companies for the Service of the Highlands, be 22,955 
Men J Commiflion and Non-Commiffion Officers included. 
XL That the Sum of 786,974!. z $^ gd. be granted for 
defraying the Charge of the faid 22,955 effei^tive Men. 
Thefe Refolutions, being the next Day reported, were a- 
greed to by the Ho ufe, 

Fsk 12. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Msjefty's Command, 
laid before the Houfe Copies of feveral Treaties and Allian- 
ces, and other Papers, which were ordered to lie on the 
Table. 

Fd, 14. The Houfe, in a grand Committee on the Supply, 
confider*d of the Eflimate of the Charge of 2224 Horfe, 1 836 
Dragoons, and 8034 Foot of the Troops of the Landgrave of 
HeCe-CaiTel, for the Year 1728. Then a Motion being made, 
that the Sum of 230,923 K 1 1 s, S d, be granted for the faid 
Charge, the fame occafion*d a great Debate* Mr Horatio 
Walpole hereupon fet forth the State of Affairs in Europe for . _ 

fome Years pail, and endeavoured to ftiew the abfolute Neccf- JCc^f^^v?*f 
fity of keeping up all our Forces *tiB the End of the prcient ^'^^^^ 
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Negotiation.^ partlcuhrly ih^ 1 2,000 Men, wMch, by the 
Treatjr of timover^ Gjeat Britain flood engaged to £umith. 

ucbdtc fiiereon, ^^ ^^^ anfwer'd by Mr Banid Pulteney, Mr W. Pukency, 

iir D. Fii^tcrj:F. SiT William Wyndham, Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, and Mr 
TnnjhL. Biamibn, Member for Maiden, who ohjeaed, • That by the 
faid Treaty, the concra^ng Parties were not obliged to fumilh 
die Succours llipulaced therein^ but within two Months after 
Eequificion ; and that, even in fuch a cafe. Great- Britain 
was only to furniih Men of War, or Tranfport'Ships, or even 
Sebfjdies of Money, at the Choice of the Party requirhig the 

Mr H. Wii^. faid Succours.' To this Mr Walpole rcplyed, ' l^hat the 
late King, in his great Wifdom, h^d thought fit to provide 
betimes the faid Body of 1 2,000 Men, in order to obtain the 
Ends of the Treaty of Hanover : That with this View a Con* 
vention was made with the Landgrave of Hefle-CaJTel, whofe 
Troops were the moil ready at Hand for that Purpofe, aiid 
much cheaper than the raifmg and mantaining National 
Troops : That the Necefllty of making this Convention was die 
greater, by reafon of an unforefeen Difappointment from one 
of thecontradling Parties in the forcmcntion'd Alliance : That 
Time had Oiewn^ that the taking the faid 1 2,000 Men inta 
his Majelly's Service was a wife and neccfTary Precaulionj 
£nce they had hitherto prevented the Kindling of a War in 
Gerinany ; and that as the fame Reafons, for which they 
were taken into Pay, (till fubfifted, it was Prudence and ab- 
foiuteiy neceflTary to coiidnue that Expence till the intended 
Congrefs at Cam bray was over.' Then the Queflion being 
put upon the Motion above-mentioned, it was carried in tiie 
Affirmative by iSo Votes ag^inU 84. 

TfaeMgtJiiiifreed FfL 15. Sir Charles Turner reported the faid Refokdon^ 

***' which was agreed to by the Houfe. 

Ffir. 16, Mr Chocke, from the Exchequer, prefented ta 
the Houfe an Account of the Monies paid into the Exchequer, 
arifen upon the Duties on Coals and Culm, from September 
29th, 1720, to September 29th, 1727, diftinguilhing each 
Year ; and alfo an Account of the prefenc annual and other 
Charges thereupon, 

Fek 19. It was refolved to addref$ hisMajelly for a partis 
cular and diflind Account of the Diltribution of the Sum of 
2 ^0,000 L which, in an Account laid before this Houfe, 
Ihewing how the Money given for the Year 17^7 has beea 
difpofed of, is charged to have beea iffued for other Expences 
and Engagements, over and above fuch as are therein parti- 
cularly fpeci^ed, for fecnrittg the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kin^om, and preferving and reftoring the Peace of Europe ; 
and of the Time or Times when the faid Sum of 250,000 1, 
wa^ iJiued and dlibfibutcd. 



Aiv AiMKf! for 
an. Anr.i-iini of 

for $9crc: Scxvixe. 




p 



k. 



r 2j ) 

FeB* 23. The Commoiis, in a Cbitimittee on die Supply, Aana t. oeij. fi. 
came, hur aiia^ to the following Rcfoluucm, 'viz. ' That ^ , !!f^ :^; ^ 
i,750jOoo 1, be mfed by Grant or SaJe 10 the Bank of Eiig- ^' ' 

land, of Annuities not exceeding 70,000 L ^rr Annum, bcitjg Ifj,^L5,'7eiS^(ffijJ^ 
after the Rate of 4 I, per Cent, per Annum ^ redeemable by ^£1,7^0,0001. 
Parliament, to commence from the 24th of June 1728, and °^ ^ '^^^ 
to be charged on the Duties on Coals and Culm/ Hereupon i^tbitc thereon. 
Mr William Pulteney obfervM, * That the Shifting of Funds Mr w. Fuitcacf. 
was but perpetuating Taxes, and putting off the evil Day; 
and that notwithllanding the great Merit that fome had builc 
on the Sinking Fond, it appeared that the National Debt had 
been incteafed fince the fetting tip of that pompous Projefl/ 
Upon which Sir Nathaniel Gould, an eminent Merchant, faid, sirNaiiLCotdi. 
* He apprehended that Gentleman had his Notions out of a 
Treatiie, intitled, ^ 5ffl/# ^fthe National Debt, Sec. fuppofed 
to be written by that very Gentleman ; but that if heunderliood 
any Thing, it was N umbers ^ and he duril pawn his Credit 
and Reputation to prove that Author's Cakulations and Infe- 
rences to be falfe and eixoneous.* To this Mr Pulteney re- MrW^FiiitcnrT* 
p1y*d, ' That he took them to be right; and he woulU like- 
wife pwn his Credit and Reputation to make good his Affer- 
tion/ Upon this Sir Robert Walpole took up tne Cudgels, and sir it w^juku 
faid, * He would maintain what Sir Nathaniel Gould had ad- 
vanced^ Several warm Exprellions having pafa^d on both 
Sides, MrHungerford interpofed, in a jocular Speech ^ that ^^^^'^m^^^^ 
put the Houfe in good Humour, and fo the Difpute ended. 

FiL 26, A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Petitton oF ih? 
Commons of the City of London, in Common Council afTem- Ri;f,f^«*t?ht"'S 
bled, was preTented to the Houfe, fetting forth, * That the totivec^ai-nkty* 
Duties already laid upon Coals and Culm imported into the Port 
of London affect their Trade only i and that the Inequality of 
the Burthen thereof b a great Difcouragement to the Manu- 
factures, as well as an Hardship upon the whole trading Peo- 
ple in and about the City of London i and praying the Confi- 
de ration of the Houfe, and fuch Relief as to the Houfe fhall 
feem meet/ But a Motion being madc^ and the Qudbon put» 
that the faid Petition be rejefted, it was carr)^'<i in the Affir- wwOi iircjd 
jnative, by 214 Voices agatnft 91, 

Then Sir Charles Turner reported the above Refoh^tJon^ 
which being read a fecond Time, and a Motion being made 
and the QueMon put, that the faid Refolution be recommitted, 
it pafied m the Negative : After which the faid Refolution 
was, upon the QuelUon put thereupon, agreed to by the 
Houfe. 

Fek 29, Sir Paul Methuen reported to the Houfe, * That 
ihtir Addrcfs for a particular and diilinft Account of the 
Sum of 250^000 L &Ct had been prefentcd to his Maj^ily, 
and that his Majeily had commanded him to BLC^o.'a^uxX i^xs. 
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Anno I. Geo. n. Houfc, " That the late King, his Majefty's Royal Father^ 
1^ , *Z! ^^' ^ ." having the like Occafion, received from the laft Parliament 
The King's An- ** the moft dutiful Acknowledgments of his great Care and 
ffl^5 A^«fl SJ " Wifdom, in taking fuch Steps, and entering into fuch En- 
an Accwint of «< gagements, as he thought would beft conduce to the Sccu- 
iacSSaciscnit. ** jity of this Kingdom, and the Prefervation of the Peace 
** of Europe ; and at the fame Time the ftrongeft AiTurances 
** of their future Support, in all fuch farther Meafures, as he 
** fhould find neceffary and expedient, for preventing a Rup- 
*'^ ture, and for the Honour and Advantage of thefe King- 
" doms : And a Power being accordingly given by Parlia- 
** ment to his late Majedy, for ifTuing and applying fuch 
** Sums of Money as he fhould find neceflary, for anfwering 
** and defraying fuch Expences and Engagements, as had 
*^ been or fhould be made for thefe great and neceflary Pur- 
*' pofes ; fome Part of the Money, mentioned in this Ad- 
*' drefs, had been ifTued and difburfed by his late Majefly ; and 
** the remaining Part had been applied by his prefent Majefly, 
** for carrying on the fame neceflary Services j for flrength- 
*' m'ng his Alliances ; and in fulfilling Engagements of the 
'^ utmofl Importance to thefe Kingdoms, and to the general 
** Tranquility of Europe, and which require the greateil 
*' Secrecy. His Majefty therefore hopes. That this Houfe 
** wilLrepofe the fame Confidence in him; and be affured, that 
** the Money has been necefTarily expended, purfuant to the 
** Power given by Aft of Parliament, and for the Ufes and 
** Purpofes thereby diredled ; and that a particular and dilHnft 
** Account thereof cannot be given without manifefl Preja- 
" dice to the Publick.'* 
MrW.Puiteney'8, Upon this Mr Pulteney raifed feveral weighty Objedlions 
obfervations there- g^g^j^^ ^^^lj a vague and * general Way of Accounting for 
publick Money, as tending to render Parliaments altogether 
infignificant and ufelefs ; to cover Imbezzlements ; and to 
fcreen corrupt and ratpacious Minifters ; Urging the Increafe of 
the National Debt, notwithfbmding the fo much boafled 
Sinking Fund, and infifling on having that important Affair 
inmiediately debated in a Grand Committee. But the Court- 
Party waved it, by moving to adjourn the Houfe to the 
4th of March ; which, after fome Debate, was carried in 
the Affirmative by 202 Votes againfl 66. 
The Commons in March 4. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
tefSSfiSTlhc Houfe, confider'd of the State of the National Debt, and 
^'afe ofthc Na- the proper Officers were examined as to the following Ac- 
counts, viz. I. An Account of fuch National Debts, in- 
curred before December 25, 1716, as are redeemable by 
Parliament, with the Intereft attending the fame, and when 
the fame are redeemable. II. An Account of the Money 
paid into the Exchequeron the Duties on Coals and C«lm, from 

the 
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the 29th of September 1 720, to the 29th of September 1727* Anno 1. Geo. n. 
diftinguifliing each Year ; and alfo the Account of the pre- ^ ^ !Z?^'_' ^ 
fent annual and other Charges thereupon. III. An Ac- 
count fhewing how the Money given for the Service of the 
Year 1727 hath been difpofed of, diftinguilh'd under the 
feveral Heads, until the 15th of February, 1727, with the 
Deficiency thereupon. IV. An Account of the EfUmate of 
the Debt of his Majefly's Navy, as it flood on the 3 ill of 
December, 1727. Then a Motion was made by the Cour- 
tiers, * That it appears. That the Monies already iflued and 
applied towards difcharging the National Debts, incurred 
befoxe Chrillmas 1716, together with the Sum of 220,435 1. 
16 s. 4 d. 4rq. which will be iflued at Lady-Day 1728, to- 
wards difcharging the faid Debts, amount to 6,648,7621. DehaU thereon. 
5 s. I d. i q. Hereupon there arofe a Very warm Debate, 
and Mr Daniel Pulteney endeavour 'd to fhew the fallacious MrDan.Puitcncy. 
Tendency of that Motion ; and was feconded by Mr William Mr w.T»uitcney, 
Pulteney, and fuppoited by Lord Morpeth, Mr Shippen, and w/tJipjS^* 
Sir William Wyndham. They fuggelled in general, * That sir w.^idham, 
notwithftanding the Supplies that were annually raifed in the 
laft Reign ; notwithftanding the great Sums of Money given 
from Time to Time, for extraordinary Expences and Secret 
Service ; notwithftanding the Produce of the Sinking Fund j 
yet the Publick Debts, for the gradual Difcharge of which 
that famous Projed was faid to be contrived, were rather 
increafed than lellened ; and this in a Time of almoft unin- 
terrupted Peace and Tranquility, which muft be owing to a 
very profufe Management of the publick Treafure ; and 
yielded but a very melancholy Profpedl ; fince at this Rate 
our Debts muft ftill grow fafter in cafe of a War or pub- 
lick Troubles ; fo tl^t the heavy and numerous Taxes that 
now lay upon the Nation, muft be perpetuated to the lateft 
Pofterity.' Then, entering upon Particulars, they took No- 
tice of the Artifice with which the Accounts that lay be- 
fore them, were drawn up ; That in order to fwell that 
of the Sums faid to have been iflued and applied towards 
the Dinpharge of the publick Debts, incurred before 
Chriftmas 171 6, there were added to it above three Mil- 
lions, for the advanced Price given in the Year 1720, 
in order to make the Irredeemables redeemable, which could 
not properly be call'd a Payment of thofe Debts ; whereas, . 
on the other hand, in the Account of the prefent National 
Debt, or of the Increafe of that Debt fince Chriftmas 1 7 1 6, 
feveral large Sums were omitted, particularly One Million, 
raifed upon the Credit of the Civil Lift, and feveral Deficien- 
cies on the Land-Tax, Malt, and other Funds, which certain- 
ly ftill remained a publick Debt.' Hereupon Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, having ftiewM the Nature and State of the publick Debts', 
V r. IL D and 
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and the Operation and Efficacy of the Slnkmg Fund, Arenti' 
ouil/ mamtnin'd the AlTertion contained in the Motion. The 
oppofite Paicy perceiving that the Majoriry of the Committee 
were for the Motion, moved that Mr Speaker fhould refume 
the Chair i bar, after fome Debate, the Queftion bemg put 
upon this fccond Motion, it was carried in the Negative 
by ^§0 Voices again^l 97. Then the Quci^ion being put 
upon the fir it Motion, it was carried without dividing ; and 
the farther Confideration of the State of the Nation, ia rck^ 
tion to the National Debt, was put off to the 8th, 

Manh 3, The Commons, in a Committee of the wliole 
Houfe, refumed the Confideration of tht National Debt^ and 
after a long Debate came to the following Refolutions, which, 
together with the Refolution of the 4th InJlant^ are as follow : 
vi:5. I. That the Monies already ifTued and applied toward* 
difcharging the National Debts incurred before Chriftmas 
1716, together with the Sum of 220,455 ^' '^ ^- 4 *^* ^ ^* 
which will be iffued at Lady day 1728, towards difcharg* 
ing the faid Debts, amount to 6,64^,762 1, 5 s. i d. ^ tj. 
J I. That the fevenl National Debts, including the Debt 
of the Navy as it ftood December 31, 1727^ contra^led 
and incurred Jince December 25, 1716, for anfwering and 
defraying the animal Charges and Expences of the Publick, 
for the current Service or the feveial Years fmce the faid 
25th of December, 1716^ amounted on the 8th Day of 
March, J 727, to the Sum of 2,605,^45 h i6s* od. |q, 
III. That the Narional Debt contraded fmce the 25 tk 
of December, 1716, for or in refpefl of the Sum advanced 
by the Soutb-Sca Company » purfuant to an A£l of the 
5ih Year of King George I. for the Liberty of increaCng 
their Capital Stock, being fo much thereof as was apply M to 
the Sinking Fund, doth amount to the Sum of 528,673 L 
4 s, 10 d, i q. IV, That the National Debt contra^ed 
fince the 25 th of December 1716, for making gcxjd the 
yearly Deficiencies of the General Fmid, from the Efla* 
blifhment thereof to and for the Year ending at Michael* 
mas, 17261 the Surplus whereof is applicable to the Sink- 
ing Fund, amounts to the Sum of 7031740 L 6 s, 2 d, i q. 
vmzK bckf vt^ Manh 12. Sir Charles 1 urner having reported the abovcn 
S?X5;'i^Ji!i^'Tnentioned four Refolutions, the fame occafioned a long De- 
^^^^ bate, which was dtiefly managed by Mr William Pukeney 

Mr w. I^.]t.nc>^ ^^ ^j^^ ^^^ j- j^^ ^^d Sir Robert Walpole on the other. Upon 
'^^*^'' the whole, ^ the Fhll of the faid Refolutions being read a 
fecond Time, and a NJotion made, and the Quellion being 
put* That tlie faid Refolution be re-committed, it pafllxl in 
th^ Negadve : After which the fud Refolution was agreed to 
by the Houfe. The Second Refolution being read a fecond 
Tunej and a Mouoq being made^ and the Queition being 
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pQtf ThattJie fdd Refolution be re-committed j It paflcd in AnBai^rrw.it 

the Negative : Then the faid Rcfolution was agreed to by 

the Houfe* The Third Refolation, being read a fecond 

Time, was agreed to by the Houfe. The Fourth Refoliition 

being read a fecond Time, was, with an Amendment^ agreed 

to by the Houfej and is as fblloweth, viz, Refolved, That the thcCommit!^^ 

National Debf conti^aed fmccthc zjth af December, 1716, Jg;!!^-*^'*^'^ 

for making good the yearly Deficiencies of the General Fund^ 

irom the Eftablifhment thereof, to and for the Year ending 

at Michaehnas, 1 726^ the Surplus whereof is applicable to the 

Sinking Fund J amounts to the Sum of 703,740 1. 6 s. z d. {q, 

and that by Virtue of two Ads of Parliament of the 5th 

Year of King George I, farther Additions have been made 

to the Capital Stock of the South Sea Oimpany, for making 

food feveral Deficiencies of the original and additional 
unds of the faid Company, fettled and ellablifhed before the 
35 th December, 1716, amounting together to the Sum of 
290,028 1- 19 s, II d, ^ q. 

The Courtiers havings carried their Point fo far^ it w^B 
movedj and refolved, Ntm. Cm, That an humble Repre- ^m^cammUta. 
fenution be made to his Majefty upon the fiid Refolutions, S'^'^Lplricmr^ 
and upon the Debate of the Houfe, laying before his Ma- oMi^'Jii'bSf 
jefly a particular Account of the National Debts difchargcd f^^J 'an/tSlf "* 
and incurred fince the 25 th Day of December, 1716, dif- i^iijiick credit, 
tinguiihed under their proper Heads and Sen ices ; with a 
State of the Sinking Fund, and of the Publlck Credit ; and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up the faid Rcprefen- 
tatioHt 

Jpnf 5, The Houfe was infonned, that an Article re- 
ating to the Duty upon Wrougkt-Plate, which amounted 

300,0001. was omitted to be inferted in the Account of 
Jl the Publick Debts, at the Receipt of his Majelty^s Ex- Debate r«nc*rnf«s ' 
thequer, llandine out at Chriilmas, 1727, with the annual 'he omimfr of an 

s- * rt -J r ^L f n ' / f' 1 t m* Article i3f|(»ood» 

Qtercft paid for the fame : Hereupon it was ordered. That ir^ the accoujh of 

fr Chocke have Leave to witljdraw the faid Account; ^^'^i*'*^^^^^^^ 

nd that he do prefent to the Houfe a perfeft Account of 

lit the publiclc Debts, at the Receipt of his Majefly's Ex- 

hequer, ftanding out at Ckrifbuaa 1 727, with the annual 

Intereft paid for the ^mie. This moft extraordinary Omif- 

)lon, however, occafioned a great Complaint and Debate, 

therein fevcre RefledUons were made on the NeglcL^ and 

[tareleffnefs, wItJi which the Publlck Accounts, kid before 

he Houfe, were drawn up ; and thereupon it was moved. 

That, in order to prevent the fame for the fitare, all 

Accounts, to be delivered to this Houfe fi om the Exchequer, 

be figned by the Auditor of the Exchequer, or the Clerk of 

Pells, or by their lawfx^l Deputies, or chief Clerks, or 
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Anno i^ Geo. n. one of them : But the Queflion being put upon the faid Mo^ 
tion, it was carried in the Negative. 

The fame Day Mr Chocke prefented to the Houfe an 
Account of all Money that has in .any manner been paid, or 
any Exchequer-Bills which have been made out for Intereft^ 
Circulation and Charges of Management of the 4,561,025 1. 
principal Exchequer-Bills (landing out at Chriftmas 171 6, 
with the like Payments for the three Millions in Ex- 
chequer-Bills, made out purfuant to the Acts of the 6tli, 
8th and 9th Years of King George I. diftinft from any 
Payments relating to any other Exchequer-Bills ; with an 
Account of what Money on the fame has been fatisfied, and 
which of the faid Principal bums in Exchequer-Bills have 
been paid off. After this tlie Houfe adjourned to the 8th. 

Jprii 8. Mr Chocke from the Exchequer prefented to the* 
Houfe an Account of all the publick Debts at the Receipt 
of his Majefty's Exchequer, due or Handing out at Chrifhnas 
1 727, with the annual Interell paid for the fame. Then the 
proper Officers were order'd to lay before the Houfe, I. An 
Account of the Money paid into the Exchequer, arifen upon 
the Duty on Coals and Culm from March 2c, 1 7 1 9, to March 
2C, 1728, and alfban Account how the fame has been ap- 
plied, diftinguifhing each Year. II. An Account of what 
Arrears of Land-Taxes were flanding out at Michaelmas 
1727. III. An Account of what Arrears of Window-Taxes 
were flanding out at Michaelmas, 1727. 

Then Sir William Yonge reported from the Committee 
appointed to draw up a Reprefentation to be made to his 
Majefly, upon the Refolutions of the Houfe, of the 1 2th of 
March, and upon the Debate of the Houfe, laying before 
his Majefly a particular Account of the National Debts dis- 
charged and incurred fince the 25 th of December 1716, 
with a State of the Sinking-Fund, and of the Publick Cre- 
dit,' that they had drawn up the faid Reprefentation, which 
he reported to the Houfe, and being twice read, the fame was, 
after fome Debate, with fome Amendments, agreed to by 
the Houfe ; and it was refolved, That the faid Reprefenta- 
tion be prefented to his Majefly by the whole Houfe. 

Jpril 10. The Houfe prefented to the King the faid Re- 
prefentation, the Subflance whereof being already fet forth 
in the Refolutions of the Houfe thereupon, [See p. 26.] 
We think it needlefs to fwell this Work with the Particu- 
lars at large. 

Jpril II . Mr Speaker reported to the Houfe his Majefly's 
Anfwer to their Reprefentation about the National Debt, 
as follows. 



The «^^ Rcpre- 
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C5endemcn, ^ ^ _ 

I Cannot but be very well pleafed Witb this Reprefcnta- rC K\np» Aru^ 
tion, whidi rouft give genera! Satisfaaion to all my J^^^yJ^^ '^*'"' 
People, by removing Uiofe gtoundlefs Jealonfies and Ap- 
prehensions, which have been propagated and difperfod 
throughout the Kingdom, 

" The happx Effefts of the flourishing State of the Pub- 
Ikk Credit are too fenfibly felt and feen, not to be con- 
feiTed and acknowledged by every Body, 
** The Proviiion made for gradually difchargfng tlie 
National Debt is now become fo certain and confiderable, 
that nothing, but fome unforefcen Event, can alter or 
diminifh it ; which gives us the faireft Profpe^l of feeing 
the Old Debts difchargcdj without any Neccflity of in- 
' curling New. 
" And you may be affuiedj That h fhall be my particular 
Care and Study to maintain and preferve the PubUck 
Credit ; to improve the Sinking Fund i and to avoid all 
Occafions of laying any new Burthens upon my People.^* 

May 6- Sir Paul Methuen delivered to the Houfe a Mcf- 
fage fignM by his Maje%, which was read by Mr Speaker^ 
as follows, viz- 

G EO RGE R. 

HI S MMeily being under fome Ensagements, entered T**Kuig*jMef. 
1 1 -t ^ A i ^ 1*^ ia£i? fw % Volt rf 

mto, and concerted with the Advice and Concur- t^ediL 

rence of the laft Parliament, for fecuriug the Trade and 

Navigation of this Kingdom, and for reftoring and pre- 

ferving the Peace of Europe ; and having been enabled to 

atifwer and defray the Charges arsd Expences thereof, as 

far as they have hitherto become due and payable, and 

there being flill wanting a Sum not very coniiderable, to 

perfeft and fulfil thefe Obligations, relying upon the Duty 

and Affe£lion of his Commons, hopes they will enable him 

to difcharge fuch Engagements, as llill remain uulktisfied 

upon this Head of Service." 

The Confideration of this Mcffige was pot off to the next 
Bay. 

May 7. The Houfe took into Confideration his Majefty's 
McJlage, and after fome Debate, j£ was at laft rdblved, Uebate aatan, 
by Z37 Voices againft 101, That an hum hie Addrefs be AVottof cnaiit 
prefcnted to his Majefty, to declare the Duty and Fidelity S'^«*^*ii^'" 
of this Houfe to fcs Majefty, and the entire Confidence ^^**™»' 
which they repofe in his Royal Care of, and Goodne^ to, his 
People; and to alTure hb Majeik, ihat this Houfe will 
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*Befi^*^«*ft. It, enable lus Majefty to anfwer and defray the Chaises and 
Expcnces^ that flill remain unfatisficd, of the Engagements 
cntred into and concerted, for fecoring the Trade and Navi- 
gation of this Kaogdom, and for relloring and prcferving the 
Peace of Europe. 

May 8, The Commons prefentcd tlie faid Addrefs to hii 
Majelty, who retuin'd the following Anfwcr, 






Gentlemen, 
*< T Return you niy Thanks for this very dutifal and af- 
** X fe^ionate Addrefs ; and you may be affurcd that the 
*' Confidence, you rcpofc in me^ fhall be employed for the 
*' Fnblidc Good, and Support of the Common Caufe.** 

Maj 17* A Motion being made^ ' That an humble Ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, tiiat he would be graci^ 
ouily picafed to give Diredions, that the proper OiRcer do 
lay before thia Houfe an Account of the Sale of Woods, 
and Giants of the Falls of Woods^ by hb late Majcily, from 
Chriflnias, 171 Ji to June 1, 1727, and how the fame havq 
been accounted for : * It occaTionM a warm Debate, whercm 
Jfe^w. j^teB(7*i Mr William Fulteney wrg*d, * That through the Connivance 
JX?oFCriJJti^df of fome Men b Favour with our late mofl gracious King, 
rjnibjcfiam ihc ^^j^ Maje%*s Goodneft had been abufed in fcvcral Grants of 
confiderable Falls of Woods, to the great Detriment and 
Walle of the Royal Forefts, at a Time when the Nation 
ilood in fo great need of Timber, for the Repairing and 
Building of Ships s and therefore he thought it very proper 
for the Houfe to inquire by what Means the faid Grants 
Came to be obtained/ He was anfwcred by Sir Robert 
Sif R. Waipofc, Walpole, who reprefented, ' That fach an Inquiry might be 
injurious to the Memory of fome Dead, and after all, prove 
altogether unprofitable to the Living.' Then the previous 
Queftion being put, that the Qucfiion be now put, it paffed 
in the Negative. 

May aS. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, hib Majeity made the following Speech 
to both Houfes : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** ' I ^HE Difpatch you have given to the Publick Eufi- 
" X ^el^i 3i^d the advanced Seafon cf the Year, make 
" it proper for me to put an End to this SciHon of Parlia- 
" mc-nt. 

*' The Zeal and Unanimity which you have fliewn in all 
** your PtoceediTigR!, in regard to the true Intereft of your 
" Country, and in Support of the Common Caufc, have ful- 
** ly anfwercd my Expcflatious, and wilJj I am perfuaded, 

** ^ive 



. ( 3' ) 

give general Sadsifaftion here at Home, and cannot fail of Aam> t* <5to,n. 
havbg their due Weight and Influence Abroad. '"^^^^ 

'^ i expert very foon to hear that the Congrefs is opened. 
The Preliminary Articles having laid fo good a Foundation 
for a general Pacification, I hope all Parties will bring with 
them fuch favourable Diipofitions for finiftiing and perfeft^ 
ing this defirable Work, that we iliall foon fee a happy 
Conciiifion of this important Tranfa^ion, with that Satif- 
fedUon to Me and my Allies, which may reafonably be ex* 
pefted from the Juftice of our Caufe, and the mutual Con- 
fidence which is eftabliihed among us. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I rcmrn yon my Thanks for the efFeftnal Supplies yoQ 
have raifed for the Service of the Year. The prudent Ap- 
plication you have made of the Produce of the Sinking 
Fund will contribute to the Support of thepublick Credit ; 
and the Power you have given me of borrowing 500,000 L 
for the Difchaige of the Seam^i's Wages, will meet with 
imiverfal Approbation* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** It is unnecefTary for me to recommend, in any particular 
Manner, to your Care, the FreferVation of the Publick 
Peace in your feveral Stations ^nd Countries : Your own 
Inclinations will naturally lead you, by a due Execution of 
the Laws, and a faithful Adminiftration of Juflice, to pro- 
mote upon all Occafions the Welfare and Frofperity of 
^ my People* 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to the The p^rikmMi 
JSth of Auguft : They were afterwards farther prorogued to *''"^'*''f^* 
[the 2 J ft of January, 
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ON the 21ft of January the Parliament being met at Aniw i^ceo. a, 
Wcftmtnfter, the King came to the Houfe of Peers, '^ ^' 
and the Cpmmons being alio come thither, Jiis Ma- 
jeily made the following Speech* 



My 






Kirt{[^ Speech 



My Lords and Gentlemenj. 

I Am ienfible you are met together in Expeftatioo of fee- 
ing mfornied of the prefetit Situation of publick Affairs i 
** End of receiving that Satis fkflion whicii the Expences alrca* 
** dy made, and the Apprehenfion of their being condnued 
'* for fome longer Time, make it juil and rcafonable for yoi^ 
*' to deftre. 

" The Execution of the Preliminary Articles ^ and tKe 
•' Opening of the Congreis at Soiflbns, laid a Foundaiion for 
'* you to entertain Hopes of feeing, very foon, the happy 
*' Fruits and EiFe£b of a general Pacification. 

** But the various and extend ve Views, which fell tinder 
** Cojifideration, in fettling and reconciling the diifirrent In- 
** terefts and Pretenfions of To many diiFercnt Powers, ap- 
*' peared to be a Work of fo much Time and Di5iculty, that 
*' the Projea of a Provifional Treaty was thought of as a 
** proper Expedient i which being concerted and negotiated 
** among the Miniflers of the principal Powers, Parties to the 
*' Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was approved of by me 
** and my Allies, not without reasonable Hopes of the Cott- 
** currence of the Imperial Court and the Court of Madrid. 

** But no definitive Anfw^er being yet returned by either of 
" them, nor the Projed of the Provifional Treaty either ac- 
*' cepted, or rejedled, the Fate of Europe is jlill held in Suf- 
*' pencej labouring under Difficulties that unavoidably attend 
*' fuch a doubtful and undetermined Condition, 

" It is with no fmall Concern, that I am again obliged to 
'* fpeak to my Parliament in this State of Uncertainty ; nor 
'* am I infenfibie of the Burthens which my Sulgefb bear» and 
*' that in our prefent Circumilances fome may be induced to 
'^ thinkj that an aftual War is preferable to fuch a doubtful 
*' and imperfe£l Peace. But as the Exchange is very eafy 
'* to be made at any Time i and as I am confident I ihalJ 
*' not be thought backward in doing myfelf and the Nation 
** Juilice^ when a proper Occafion calls upon me for it, I 
** hope you will belie ve^ that a jdl Regard for the Eafe and 
** Interest of my People alone prevailed upon me, rather to 
'* fuffer iome lemporary InconveniencieSj with the daily Pro- 
*' fpeft of obtaining a fafe and honourable Peace ; than too 
" precipitately to kindle a War in Europe, and to pJunge 
** the Nation into ftill greater and unknown Expences. But 
** how diiagrecable foever ihefe Delays may be, nothing is 
** more unjuH than to impute them to theCondudt of me, or 
** my Allies, No Endeavours indeed have been wanting to 
*' feparate and diiTolve the happy Union that is elbblilhed 
" among us ; but long Experience, and repeated Proofs of 
^- mutual Fiddity^ have fo Arcngcheaed and cemented this 

** Alliance, 
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^Alliance, founded upon, and united by common Intereft, 
that all Attempts to weaken it^ or lo create Jealoufies and 
Diffidence among us^ have proved as vain and fruitlefsj as 
the Infinuations to the contrary are fklfc and groundlefs. 
'* It will neverthelefs be incumbent upon us to bring this 
important Tranladbon to a fpeedy and certain Decifion, 
that if a Concluiion can be put to it, confiftent with the 
Security and Prefervation of the Eights, Privileges, and 
PoiTeffions of Great Britain and my Alhcs, the EldTings of 
Peace may be diffufed throughout Europe, and my King- 
doms again enjoy the happy Effeds of a fettled Tranquility ; 
or, if this cannot be had, that the -Allies may unite with 
Vigour and Rrfolution, and exert themfelvcs in procuring 
that JuHice and Satis fa^on which has been fo long de- 
layed. If this fhould unavoidably be the Cix(e^ I depend 
upon the Zeal and Afft-^ion of thh ParliLiment, that they 
will chearfulJy and efiedtaally fupport me in carrying on a 
juil and neceflary War. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
'* I wifhM and truly hopM to have feen the publick Ex- 
pcnccs leflened before this Time, but the prefent Circum- 
llances of Affairs oblige me to ask of you fuch Supplies as 
flia!l be neceflary for anfwering and defraying the Charge 
and Services of the enfuing Year, and for enabling me, as 
Events may require, to aft with Vigour, and in Concert 
with my Allies, who have refolved to make the fame Pre- 
parations, and to keep on Foot all their extraordinary For- 
ces: I will order the proper Eftimates to be immediately 
prepared and laid before you. And as the Produce of tlie 
Sinking Fund has exceeded our Expeftattons, I mull re- 
commend it to your Care to make a farther Application of 
it to its proper Ufes, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*' It cannot be expefted that I ihonld enter into the feveral 
Caufes and Motives, which may have occasioned the pre- 
fent Delays in the Courts of Vienna and Madrid i but if, 
among other Reafons, Hopes given from hence of creating 
Difcontents and Diviilons among my Subjecb> and a Pro- 
fpe£t of feeing Difficulties a rife at Home, have greatly en- 
couraged them in therr dilatory Proceedings : I am per- 
fuaded^ that your iTioivn Afft:6lion to me, and a jull Re- 
gard for your own Honour and tlie IntereJt and Security 
of the Nation, will determine you effetlualiy to difcoarage 
the unnatural and injurious Praftices of fome Few, who 
fuggefl the Means of dtftrefllng their Country, and after- 
waiSs clamour at the Inconveniencics which they them- 
felvcs have occafioned. It is more than probable^ ihut 
Foreign CourtB will wait now fcr the Refak of yoyit D«.lv- 
V u U, E '^ Xiti-a.' 
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" berations ; and as you may depend upon my Conflancy and 
'* Stead inefs, that no wkked and groundlcfs Suggdlions or 
*' Infiiioations fhall make mc depart from my prefent Pur- 
*' poics, fo I entirely rely upon your Wifdom and Unani- 
*' mity^ to convince the World, that fuch pernicious Deiigns 
*' and Intrigues flml! not alter that AffffUon, Harmony, and 
" good Underftanding, which has hitherto fubMed, and I 
" hope will always fubfilb, between me and my Parliament- 



Sir G. Oxenden'* 
Ht/iioii for nn Ad- 
dr«it<^fTha^k«. 



Debate ibcrcon. 

SirGp Oxenttrn. 
Mr VV-ChcEifrynd. 
MrE.ThEimpIbi). 



Imd Finch. 
fir'^V.STricJtUiiJ. 



iPhe Common! being returned to their Houfcg and the 
Speaker having reported hb Majefiy'fi Speech, Sir George 
Offend en * mov'd for an Addrds to return his Majefly the 
Thanks of the Houfe, for his moil gracious Speech ; to con- 
gratulate his Majefty upon the Arrival of the Prince of 
Wales ; to acknowledge his Majefty's Goodnefe and Wifdom^ 
in avoiding all Difficulties and Delays, by concerting the 
mofl expeditious Methods of concluding, with Honour and 
Juftice, the Negotiations depending at Soifibns : To exprefs 
their grateful Senfe of his Majcily's tender Regard for the 
Eafe and Intercft of his People, in declining to plunge the 
Nation into greater and unknown Expences, as long as there 
15 a Profpeft of obtaining a fafe and honourable Peace : To 
aflTure his Majefty, tha^ this Houfe, fully convinced, that his 
Majefty'* own Honour, and the Honour of the Nation, are, 
above all Things, dear and precious to him, entirely relies 
upon his MajeHy to do himfelf and the Nation Juitice, as 
foon as any proper Occafion ftiall call upon him for it, and 
to fecure the Commerce of this Kingdom ; Sir George Ox- 
enden was feconded hy Mr Walter Chetwynd, Member lor 
Lichfield, and fuppor ted by Mr Edward Thompfon, and 
Sir WiEiam Yonge, Some Members hereupon took Exccp* 
tion at the Words to Secure the Commerce^ inftead of which 
they thought it more proper to fay, Refiore the Commerce : 
And to fupport their Opinion, took Notice of the many and 
great LofTes fuilain'd by the Eritiih Merchants, by the De- 
predations of the Spaniards, both in Europe and the Weft* 
Indies ; not without refleifting on fome Perfons, for not giv- 
ing proper Orders to fecure our Trade, to reprefs chofe In- 
fultSj and to make Reprifals, according to the Law of Na- 
tions- This occafion 'd a Debate, upon the Queftion, whe- 
ther the Word Stcare ihouJd ftand, or whether Reftore ftiould 
be infer ted inHead of it ; but Sir George Ox endeu, Mr Wal* 
ter Chctwynd, Mr Edward 7'Iiompfon, Sir William Yonge^ 
Mr Doddingron, Mr Horatio Walpoie, Lord Finch, Lord 
MaJpas *, Mr Talbot f. Sir William Strickland, Sir Paul Me- 
ihuen, and Sir Robert Walpole infiikd on the former ; and 
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en tlie other Hand, Sir William Wyndhanij Mr WiUiam 
Fulteney, Capt VcmoD, Mr Shippwn, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr 
Lutwyche, Mr Sandys, and Mr Winn mg ton, were as ilre- 
nuous for the latter ; and an eminent Courtier having ofFerM 
to prod ace a Pamphlet, [Intkled, Ohjh-^raikfis en tie Conduii 
0f Great Britain^ trnth regard to t^e Negotiathns a^d other 
^ranfaMiptts abroad^ '729-] to juflify the Condud of Great 
Britain, with relation to the fuppofed I nativity of our St^ua- 
drons, and the Depredations committed by the Spaniards 3 
and, with that View, containing AMra£ls of the InRrwfliona 

tiven to Admiral Hofier^ and the other Commanders of the 
ricifh Squadrons ; Mr William Pulteney animadverted upon, 
and exploded that Pamphlet, as made up of glaring Mifre- 

frefentations of Fafb, Inconfifteneies, and Contradi^ons. 
le urg*d, * That tho' the Author, by his bold hunching into 
Politicks, his pretending to be let intq the deepeft Mylteries 
of State, and his publifhlng Part of the Inftruftions given to 
our Admirals^ would be thought to write with Authority i 
yet it feem'd \m extraordinary, and highly improbable, 
that an obfcure and nameUfs Pamphleteer Ihould be favoured 
with Papers of fuch Importance and ^frivate Nature : That 
therefore it was more reafonable to believe, that this Scnbler 
had furrepbtionfty procured thefe imperfect Lights and lam^ 
Ab(lra£b from fomc of the Under-Clerks, which he printed 
with his crude and indigeilcd Obfervations, in order to curry 
Favours lor that it could not be fuppofed, that Men of 
fo great Abilities, as they who are at the Head of our Af- 
fairs, fhouH not know the Difference between the Flotilla and 
Galleons, or that they falPd from two Ports, at a very great 
Diftance from each other, Mr Pulteney was backM by Cipc. 
Vernon, Member for Penryn^ who faJd, ' That he would 
iiot pretend to determine, whether thofe Scraps of Inihuaions 
publilhM in the Pamphlet in Qucftion, were genuine or for- 
ged ; but this he would venture to averr, that there were 
In them fome Things fo very odd aijd inconfillent, as gave 
them a very fufpicious Afpefl ; or, if genuine, rendered them 
impraaicable. ' Hereupon Sir Jofeph Jefcyll faid, * Thac 
lince the Cburtiers fo ftrenuoufly infifted on the Word Secure^ 
he woutd readily comply with them^ provided a fmall Ad- 
dition was made to the Addrefs, to put them in Mind of fe- 
cuting the Rights and Liberties of tlie People, At lail the 
Quef!ion being c;iird for, and put^ ^^'^htther the Word S§^ 
€Mre ihould ftand ? It was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 249 
Votes againft 87 ; aiid a Committee was appointed to draw 
up the faid Addi^e^ 

January zz. Sir George Oxenden reported the Addrefi 
drawn up by the Committee, which was agreed to, 
jfm* 23. The Houfe piefented the fame to the King. 
E z 



4 



Anno t. Geft, If, 



Sir W-Wyndlnra. 
Mr W» Pultency. 
C*pL Vcrnun. 

Sir Jcf. leinlU 
Mr Ipiitwychc. 

Mr Wiflniiigton, 






1718-19. 



Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majeity's moit dutiful and loyal Subjc£b# 
the Commons of Great- Britain in Parliament af- 
fcmbkd, beg Leave liumbly to return oar fincere and un- 
feigned Thanks for your Majefty's mdl gracious Speech 
from the Throne. 

* We congratulate your Majefty upon the fafe Arrival gf 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, fo much to the 
Joy and Satisfaction of your Majefly and all your People. 

* We are not infeafible of the various and exter.five Views, 

= which mull naturally arife in fettling and reconciling the 
different Interefts artd Preten (ions o f fo many d iiFere n t Powers, 
Parties to the Treaties of Hanovgr and Vienna; and we 

' acknowledge, with the utmoU Gratitude, your Majefly*s 

■ great Wifdom and Prudence, in avoiding, as far as was pof- 
fliblr, all Occafions of Difficulties find Delays, by concertittg 
the moft expeditious Methods of condiiding, with Honour 

= and Juftice, the Negotiations depending at SoifTons, 

* We have the HappmeG to fee your Majelly indefatigable 
in the Purfuits of the Interefls of your People ; accomnio* 
dating and compofmg the publkk Differences, declming the 
Temptation of Military Glory, and chufmg rather to fe- 
cure to your Subjefls their juft Rights and PoifelTions, by 
the milder Arts of Moderation and Forbearance, than to 
plunge the Nation unneceiTarily into infinite and unknown 
Expcnces, 

* But your faithful Commons are fo fully convinced, that 
your own Honour, and the Honour of your Kingdoms^ 
are Con fi deration j fo dear to your Majeily, and fo infepa- 
rable from your Royal Mind, that we can, with the great- 
eft Coniidence imaginable, entirely rely upon your MajeJly^s 
undoubted Valour and Refolution to do yourfelf and the 
Nation Juilice, whenever a proper Occafion caHs upon you 
for it ; and we cannot in die leall doubt, from your Mai- 
jelly's conlknt and due Regard to the Rights, Privileges, 
and Interefts of your People, but that your Princely Care 
will equally extend itfelf to the Securing our Commerce, 
and obtaining a juil Satis fadion for the many and great 
Loifes fuft.iiu'd by your trading Subjefts. 

* The mutual Harmony and Fidelity, fo firmly eflablilhed 
and fu billing between your Majefty and your Allies, can- 
not fail to create in your ComTUons the highcli Satisfadion ; 
and it IS with Pkafure we obfenre, that all Endeavours and 
Attempts to feparate and dilfolve this happy Union, of fudi 
Confequencc to your Kingdoms, and fo eflential to the pre- 
ferving the Peace and Tranquility of Europe, have proved 
vain a.ud utirucccfsful, 

* We 



J 



* We beg Leave to aJTare your MajeEy, that we wiU^ with 

f the grcateft Cliearfulnefsj raife the Supplies neccfTaiy for 

' anrwcring and defraying tlie Charges and Expences of the 

^ cnfuing Ye2ir^ and will not fail to make the proper Difpo- 

' fition of the growing Produce of the Sinking Fund. And 

' if* after ;ill your Majelly^s unwearied Endeavours to pro- 

^ cure a fafe .md honoumble Peace, a Rupture ihould bc- 

' come unavoidable, your Majelly may depend upon the 

Zeal and AiFe^fHon of this Houfe, efFcftually to fypport 

yOLLT Majefly, in carrying on a juJt and necefHiry War, and 

enable you to a^ with Vigour in Conjunflion with your 

AUies, as future Events and the Circiimflances of Publick 

ASaiT^ may require. 

*= And as nothing can be more injurious to your Majeily's 
Honour, and the In te reft and Reputation of your Peoples 
than the vile and detellable Pra£t;ces of thofet who by 
giving Hopes of Difcontents, DiviJiona and Difficulties 
ariiing here at Home, encourage the dilatory Proceedings 
that have hitherto retarded the Condiifion of this impor- 
tant Tranfadion ; We look with the utmoll Abhorrence 
upon the Authors and Contrivers of fuch bafe and unnatural 
Artifices, who fuggeft the Means of diftrefling their Coun- 
tryj and clamour at the Inconvenkncies whidi they them- 
felvea have occafioned. This makes it highly incumbent 
upon us to give your Majefty the moft unfeigned Aflurance, 
that this Houfe will, by an unihaken Duty and Affection to 
your Majeityj and by a fteady Perfeve ranee in Support of 
your Government, convince the World, tliat no falfe and 
groundlefs Infmuations, no wicked Deiigns and Intrigues 
whatfoever, fliall be able to alter or dimiotih that Harmo- 
ny and good UnderJlanding between your Majelty and your 
Parliament, which our Indination, Duty, and Interell call 
upon us inviolably to prefeTve.' 



Anno %. Oed. IL 



To this Addrefs the King retum'd the following Anfwer ; 



Gentlemen, 

I Thank you for this very dutiBil and aflfefiionatc Ad- 
drefs, and for the AfTurances you have given me of 
your Concurrence and Support in my prefent Engagements: 
You may depend upon it, that the Honour and Intereft of 
my People Qiall be my principal Care and Concert, in 
all Events." 






y^ft* 23. Sir Charles Turner made a Motion for a Supply, 
whicii was unanimously refoIvM on. This Refolution was, 
©B the 25 th, reported and agreed to. 
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and 8034 Foot, the droops of the Landgrave of HelTe- 
CaSs], for the Year 1 729 ; which Eftiraate being read^ wa^ 
ordered to lie on tJic Ta.ble. 

Then the Coftimons being in 3 Grand Committee on the, 
StippIjTj a Motion was made for continuing the finie Number 
of Men for Gaards and Gariifons in Great-Britain^ as were 
provided for the Year 1 77 8 j amounting to z 1*955 ^^^- 
This was ilrongl)r oppoM by Mr William Palteneyj and. 
yii Shippen, who urged, * That a Standing Army was alto- 
geeher inconfiflent with our Laws and ConiHtution : That 
there is no Inflance of any regular Force kept in England in 
Time of Peace, before the nnfortunatc Reign of Kmg^ 
Charles L That tile Armies that were raifm in former 
l>ays, either to fupprefs inteftine Comnjotjonsj or for foreign 
Service, were always difbanded immediately after thofe Cjc- 
cafions were over : That the Army in the Time of King;^ 
Charles L prov'd no fefs fatal and oppreflive co the Parliament 
that rais'd it, than to the King himfelf whofe Head they 
cut off i for tho' they were raifed in Defence of Libert)v, 
yet they ferved at lalt to fupport an Ufurper, and to eila- 
blifh an arbitrary military Government ; That the Army 
King James IL raifed was the primary Caufe of Im M ef- 
fort unes» as it rotized the true Englifti Spirit^ jvid created 
thofe Fears and Jealonfies, which his fubfcquent A^^ of 
Power and Bigotry made afterwards appear to be but too, 
well grounded : That the Nation were fo fenfiblc of the 
Dangers they had efcaped, by the feafonable coming over 
of a Deliverer* that one Fundamental Article for the Efla- 
blifhment of oar Libert ies, in the Bill of Rights, is. That, 
the keeping up a ftanding Army iji Time of Peace, is con- 
trary to Law ; That, accordingly, after the Peace of RyC-- 
wick, the grcateft Part of the Army was difhanded j and 
tho\igh^ upon the jult Fear of a new War, the Parliament 
complemented King WiUiam with an EftablUhment of 10,000 
Men^ yet the fame was not obtained without Oppofition i 
many hone 11 and fober Men, among the warmeft Sticklers 
for the Revolution, looking upon it as an Encroachment on 
our Liberties, and being juiUy appreheniive it wauld prove a 
dangerous Precedent ; That during the late War, our Land- 
Forces, together with thofe in our Pay, amounted to above 
200,000 Men, the Load of which ftill lies heavy npon ys ; 
but after the Peace of Utrecht, there was a general Reduc- 
tion, except about 1 2,000 Men : That upon the late King*s 
Acceffion, when the Rebellion broke out in Scotland and 
England, the Army wa^, indeed, augmented with fcveraf 
Kegiracnts, and other additional Troops ; but thcfe were 
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t^gain Ttduced not long after : That in the Ycflr 1 727, upon 
the Fiofped of the great Dangers that were apprehended 
0Qm the Treaty of Vienna, an Augmentation of about 8t50O 
Men was moved for in this Houfe ; [^iff Vol. L p, 365.] but 
|he fame was warmly oppofed ; nor was it granted but upon 
(AiTuTance that this Expence fhould ceafe, as foon as the ex- 
jtraordinary Occaiion that calPd for it was over ; That the 
Event has fhe^'n^ that moll of thefe Dangers were ilJ ground- 
ed and chimerica.l> the Court of Vienna having readily 
agreed to Preliminaries, that have heen look'd upon as a 

KbiKcient Foundation for a general Pacificatton . That, at 
he Soliicitations both of the Emperor and King of France, 
the King of Spain being prevailed upon to come into the fame 
Meafuresj the Congrefs of Soiflbns was formed, in which j it 
feems, a Provisional Treaty has been negotiated, among the 

IMinillers of the principal Powers, Parties to the Treaties of 
If anover and Vienna^ which has been approved of by his 
Majefty, and his Allies, not without reafonable Hopes of the 
toncorrence of the Courts of Vienna and Madrid : That 
therefore this feemM a moft proper Time to netrendi our 
annual Expences, and by uiing the moft exa^ OEconomy, 
po ihew they were willing to eafe the Nation of the immenie 
Xoad of Debt that lies upon it : That befides the prefent 
lEllablifbment of Guards and Garrifon^ in Great Britain, the 
Force in Minorca, Gibraltar, and the Weft-Indies^ we pay 

I&r 1 2000 Heflian AuxDiariea and Subfidies to the Xing of 
Sweden, and the Duke of Wolfembuttle : And fmce, by the 
Situation of the Puhhck Affairs^ it was apparent, that thofe 
extraordinary Expences might with Safety be leffen'd, they 
ought to begin with reducing, if not All, at leail Part of tji 
. Additional Forces tJiat were raifed two Years before : I'hat 
liis Majeity was entirely poflefs'd of the Hearts of his Peo* 
ple^ wherein his beft Security is ; but if any Thing could 
elTen their Aiie£tions to the prefent happy Settlement, and 
^e the Nation jealous and apprchenfive of D:ingers to 
e»ur excellent Confticudon^ it would be to fee fuch numerous 
Forces kept up, while there was no manner of Bufinefs for 
Ithem, either at Home or Abroad,' To this Mr W;ilpole and 
|Wr Doddington anfwer'd, * That Arguments againil Stan- 
iding Armies, drawn from antient Times, were foreign and 
[incondaiive, fmce, in thofe Days, there were no regular 
Forces kept up in any Part of Europe ; whereas, at prefenr, 
there is no Kingdom nor State without them : That the 
fuppofed Jnconvenienciei and Dangers from Standing Armici 
ought not to be of ^ny Weight, fjnce more Inllances might 
be produced of their being beneficial than of their bemg 
hurtful i for many States, and, in particular, the Republicic 
^ftf Holland, owe the Preftn'ation ef their Libertks to their 
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Aflfi^^Ow. iL regular Trocpi ; and others have been cnlk¥«l by encroacli* 
'^■^ ing ambiticius Neighbours for want of them : That the Body 
of Forces now on the Eftablifhrnecr, though larger than in 
former Times, could give no Jcaloufy or Umbrage to any 
reafonable Engiifliman ; for, if it defer\'es the Name of an 
Army, it is but an Annual and Parliajnentarjr Army, under 
the fevereft and ftrifteft Difciplincj and not only dependent 
upon, but fubfervient and ufefiil to the Civil Power i and 
therefore it was no leA unjuft than abfurd, to entertain and 
infttfe Apprehensions from fuch an Army : That as long as 
the main Reafons, for which our National Forces were cn^ 
creafed, fubfdled, fo long, in Prudence, ought that Addition 
to be kept up. That the publick Afl&.irs have now, indeed, 
a fairer Afpeft than fome Years ago^ yet no reafonable Man 
would have the Army reduced before a Peace is fully con- 
cluded : That a provifional Treaty for that Purpofehad been 
concerted at SoiCons, and approved of by his Majefty and 
his Allies ; bot as this Projetl was not yet accepted, cither 
by the Court of Vienna or that of Madrid, the Fate of En- 
rope was ftill undetermined ; and therefore to reduce our 
Porces in fuch a State of Uncertainty, which, of courfe, 
implies Danger, woyld be the higheft Piece of Folly ^ and 
cxpofe the Nation to frifh Infults and Depredations from 
the Spaniards." Then the Quellion being put upon the Mo- 
tion, the following Refolutions were carriSi without dividing* 
T That the Number of effeflive Men to be provided lor 
Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey 
and Jerfeyj for the Year 1729^ be including 2815 Invalids, 
and 555 Men, which the Six Independent Companies con fill 
of, for the Service of the Highlands, 22955 Men, Com* 
miffion and Non-Commiilion Officers included. 11. That the 
Sum of 784,983 1. 12 s. 10 d. be granted to his Mi^jeily for 
defraying the Charge of the faid 22955 effeftive Men, for 
Guards, Garrifons, and otiier his Majelly's Land Forces in 
Great Britain, Guernfey and Jerfey, for the Year 1729. 

Fek 3, The above Refolutions being reported were agreed 
to hy the Hoafe. 

The fame Day, Sir George Oxenden, from the Commif- 
fioners of the Na^-y, laid before the Houfe, an Account of 
the Amount of the Intereft-Money which had been paid for 
Navy and Viftoalling Bills, from the 25 th of December, 
172 1 J to the 25th of December, 1728. This Account 
MrPu3teiitr*0b^ gave Occafion to Mr Pukeney to take Noiice, ' That not- 
ftrvtfiotiion the withftaiiding the good OEconomy that was laid to be efta- 
bUlhM in 5ae Management of the Revenues, the publick 
Debts Hill increafcd every Year ; ' to which the Courtiers an- 
fwerM, That the contrary plainly appeared, from the Pro- 
duce of the Sinking Fund, by Means whereof, the Supplies 

for 
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for this Year would be raifed, without laying any new Taxes ;* Ann« i. Geo. fl. 
Hereupon it was moved, * That this Houfe will raife the ^ '^'^' ^^^ 
Supplies neceffary for the current Service of this Year, with- 
out creating any new Debt upon any Fund whatfoever : But 
the Queftion being put thereupon, it pafs'd in the Negative. 
Feb, 5 . Mr Pelham prefented to the Commons an Account 
of Subfidies payable by his Majefty to the King of Sweden, 
and the Duke of Brunfwick Lunenburg Wolfenbuttle ; Then a Jf^ toSj JJ,^^.l" 
Motion was made, and the Queftion put. That an humble Ad- fty to know w^at 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, to defire that this Houfe demanded ^omiuf 
may be informed what Demands were made in Behalf of the ^tc HiftSitul'^* 
Crown of Great Britain, to his Majefty's Allies, for Succours 
of Troops, Ships, or Money, which they were obliged to fur- 
nifh, in Purfuance of Treaties, during the late Hoftilities, 
suid Siege, of Gibraltar, and in what Manner the (aid De- 
mands were comply 'd with j or whether any Meafures were 
fettled and concerted between the Crown of Great Britain 
and its Allies, in order to carry on a general and vigorous 
War, in cafe the Projeft of the Preliminary Articles of Peace, 
under Confideration during the Siege of Gibraltar, had not 
b«en accepted : But the Queftion being put^ it was carry'd in 
the Negative. 

Feb, 7. Mr Pelham laid before the Houfe a Copy of the Debate on the Hd- 
Eftablifhment of theHeffian Forces for the Year 1729 ; and ^ Troops 
then, in a grand Committee, the Commons confiderM the 
Subfidies payable to Foreign Princes. Mr Pelham, Sir Wil- JJw.yiii"' 
liam Yonge, and fome other Members, having (hewn the 
Neceffity of making good his Majefty 's Engagements, which 
the Commons had made their own, by approving them ; Mr 
William Pulteney faid thereupon, ' He had fo great Regard MrW.Puiteney. 
for the King's Honour, that he would readily, at any Time, 
give his Vote to enable his Majefty to anfwer and difcharge 
his Engagements 5 but that, at the fame Time, out of Re- 
gard to their Country whom they reprefented, and who la- 
boured under a heavy Load of Debts and Taxes, he thought 
it a Duty incumbent on them, to retrench all fuperfluous Ex- 
pences : That in Relation to the Demand now before them, 
he would not enter upon the Inquiry, whether fuch a large 
Body of Heffian Auxiliaries was necef&ry at a Time of per- 
feft Tranquility, at leaft, of Inaftion : But he begg'd Leave 
to obferve, that the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel ufed to keep 
7000 Men conftantly in his Pay ; and as he had only added 
5000 Men, to make up the 1 2,000, which he was to furnifh 
to the Allies of Hanover, it fecm'd but reafonable that Great- 
Britain fhould pay for no more tlian thefe 5000 Additional 
Troops ; adding. That the fime might be faid, with refpeft 
to the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, who, notwithftanding the Sub- 
iidy he received from Great Britain, maintained no more 

j 



iLimo%. Geo. II. 



fiirlU WftJiwk. 



Sif J. Ickyll. 



C!f P. Yorfce, 
Mx Talbot* 



An Addrefithit 
the Ftmcicri 
Troops in Br itlrti 
Pay rajy bc^Jotb- 



^fft^ion for an Af» 



Troops than he did before/ Hereupon Sir Robert 'Walpofe 
endeavoured lo juitify the Meafures that had been taken, in 
Confe^^aence of the Hanover Alliance ; and in particular to 
Ihew how ufeful thk Body of 1 2,000 Heflkns had been, to- 
wards preventing the kindling of a War^ for which the Court 
of Vienna, with the AlTillance of Spanilh Suibfidies, had 
made great Preparations, and^ in order thereto, had retained 
Troops of three Ele^rs, befides the Augmentation of its 
own. Adding, That for his Part, he was fully convinced, 
that had it not been for the Heflians, the Emperor would 
not have come into the PreliminarieB, and other Pacifick 
Meafiires ; and there^re they otight not to grudge an Ex- 
pence, which had already pravM fo beneficial to the Tran- 
quility of Europe, To this. Sir Jofeph Jekyll and Mr Lut- 
wyche, reply'' d, * That whatever Glofs might be put upon 
fuch Meafures, yet, in their Opinion, they were repugnant 
to the conftant Maxims, by which England, in former Times, 
|leer*d and fquar'd its Condufl, with relation to its Intereft 
Abroad : That when our glorious Anceilors had any Quarrel$ 
with their Neighbours, they bravely fought them 'till thejr 
cither beat them into Peace, or forcM them to buy it ^ of 
which there were many Inftances in our Hiftory : That our 
Navy is our natural Strength ; and, if well managed, our 
bed Defence and Security ; But if, in order to avoid a War, 
we are fo condefccndlng and fo free-hearted as to buy and 
maintain the Forces of Foreign Princes, we ai-e never like 
to fee an End of fuch extravagant Expences/ They were re- 
plied to by Sir Philip Yorke and Mr Talbot j but at M, by 
a Majority of 256 Voices againft 91, the following Refoluti- 
ons were carry'd, viz, L That the Sum of 241,259!. 
I s. 5 d. he granted to his Majefly, for defraying the Expence 
of i^jooo HelHans, taken into his MajeAy's Pay, for the 
Vear 1729. II. The Sum of 50,0001 for one year*s 
Subfidy to the King of Sweden, purfuant to a Treaty- 
dated the 14th of March, 17267- IIL The Sum of 
25,0001 for one Year's SubJidy to the Duke of Wolfen- 
buttlc, purfuant to a Treaty dated the 25th of Nov. 1727. 

Fe^^ to. Thefe Refolutions being reported were agreed 
to by the Houfe^ without dividirrg ; But it was refolved to 
addrefs his Majelly, That whenever it fhall be neceffary to 
take any Foreign Troops inti> his Service, he will be graci* 
oufly pi eafed to ufe his Endeavour^, that they be clothed 
Vifith the Manufaaures of Great Britain. 

Fi'k 1 2. A Motion was made, that the Court of Dire£lors 
of the South Sea Company do lay before the Houfe an 
Account of all Demands, vvirh the Value thereof, which the 
Company has, iince die Year 1717, had upon the Spaniards^ 
for Seizures made by them of Ships, or other Effefts of th^ 
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fa id Company^ together with an Account of what Satisfadion Anno %. cm. m 
has been made to the Company for the faid LojTes, and how 
much of the fame IHU remaias onfatlsfyM : But the QueiUon 
being put thereupon, k was carry 'd in tJie Negative. 

Fef. ti. A Petition of the Merchants trading to, and inte- 
r elled in the Britini Plan tai ions in America, in Behalf of chem- ^ 
felves and many othej^, wasprefented to the Houre,and read, ib^ D^ipVcJaiSfoM 
complaining of great Interruptions, for feverA Years paft, of *'f^^^p^J^'^- 
tlie Trade of this Kingdom to the Britifti Colonies in Ame* 
rica, by the Spaniards ^ whofe Depredations in thofe Seas en^ 
danger the entire Lofs of that valuable Trade ; and that the 
Peutionert are without Remedy, for want of proper Powers 
for tlie Recovery of their LofTes; and that the Spaniards treat ^J^c'^gl*^ 
fuch of his Majefty's Subje^^s, as have fallen into their Hands^ mjncc. 
in a very barbarous and cruel Manner ; and praying the Con- 
fideration of the Houfe, and fuch timely Remedy as the 

IHoufe fliall think iit : This Petition, after fome Debate, was 
Icferr'd to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
) Feb. 24, The Order of the Day being read, for going into ^^tbll for taking 
fc Grand Committee on Ways and Means^ a Motion was made, Ija'pLid clnlkv 
and the QuelUon was proposed. That it be an Inltruflion 
to the faid Committee, that they do confide r of proper Means 
I take off the Duties upon Soap and Candles, granted and 
nade a Security for feveraJ large Sums oi Money, advanced 
br the Service of the Publick upon Parliamentary Credit, 
he greateft Part of the Snrplufles whereof belong to the 
Sinking Fund, appropriated to the difcharglng the National 
^ ebt, incurred before the 25 ch of December, 1716; But the 
rious Queftion being put, that the QaeHion be now put, 
tpaifed in the Negative, by a Majority of 217 Voices a- 
ainll 79. 

MArth 11- A Motion was made, * That an humble Ad- 
refs be prefented to his MajeHy, that he would dired the ^^^^''f^'^^J^" ,.. 
Toper Ofiicers to lay belore the Houfe a particular and dd- iscryfre. 
inftAccount of the Diiliibution of the Sum of 60,000 I. which 
in an Account laid before this Houfe, ihe wing how the Money 
given for the Service of the Year 1728, has been difpofed 
lof, is charged to have been iflued to pcrfc^ and fulfil the Ob- 
kligations his MajcHy is under, on account of Engagements 
k entered into and concerted, lor fee u ring the Trade and Na- 
kvigation of this Kingdom, and for rcHoring and prefer ving 
I thfc Peace of Europe* 

March 13. A BiO was ordered to be brought in, /or th tt^"r^.ft%t. 
\m^rt tfftautil prtminiing Bribtry and Currapthn in ih Ehc- ^l^^^'^^ '"^ ^ 
ihftJ &f Memheri (ofenve in Parlmment. 

The fame Day Petitions of divers Merchants trading to 

Portugal^ Spain, and Italy, &c. were prefcntttl to the Koufe 
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and feat!, compkming of great LoflTes for federal Years palt^ 
by their Ships and EfFefls having been fciz'd in the Har- 
bours of Spain, and taken at Sea by Spajiifh Men of Waf 
and Privatcenj and confifcated j and tho' regular AppJicatioi 
had been made for Redrefi, and Proofs given of the Loiles i 
and SatUfaftion might have been demanded at the Court oP 
Madrid, yet ikj Benefit had been rece iv'd thereby ; and there- 
fore praying the Con fide ration of the Houfe, and fuch He-^ 
Jief as to the Houfc fliall feenfi iit. Thefe Petitions were re*- 
fcrrM to the Committee of the whole Hon fe. 

Then the Houfe, having refolvM it felf into the faid Com^ 
mitcee, confider^d farther of the Petitions of divers Mer- 
chants and others, intereilcd m the Britifh Plantations m 
America ; proceeded in the farther hearing of the Petitio- 
ners ; went thro' the Evidence ; and, at laft, after fome 
Debate, put oiF the farther Confideration of that Affair 
to the zoth, but came to the following Refolution, vj% 
* TKat from the Peace concluded at Utrecht, in the Year* 
1713, to this Time, the Britifh Trade and Navigation to 
and from the feveral Britifh Colonies in America, has been 
greatly interrupted by the continual Depredations of the Spa- 
niards, who have feiz'd v^cry valuable EIFefls, and have un- 
juftly tiken and made Prize of great Numbers of Britifh 
Ships and Veflels in thofc Parts, to the great Lofs and Dam* 
age of the Subjcfts of this Kingdom, and in manifeft Vio- 
lation of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crovvus.* 
Then Mr Winnington, by Direction from the Grand Com- 
mittee, movM, and it was accordingly refolv'd Nem. Cm* 
T^hat an humble Addrefs be prefented to the King, to defirc 
his Majefty will ufe his utmoft Endeavours to prevent fuch 
Depredations ; to procure juil and reafonable Sadsfaftion for 
the LofTes fuflain*d j and to fecure to his Subje^s the free 
Exercife of Commerce and Navigation to and from the 
BritiRi Colonies in America. 

March 14. Mr Winnington reported the faid Refolution, 
which was agreed to, 

March 17. The Commons, with their Speaker, hayhig 
nttended the King with this Addrefsj his Majefty rcturn'd 
the following An 1 wen 

Gentlemen, 
*' T Have nlways had tht greatefl Regard and Concern fof 
" X f^^ Commerce and Navigation of my Kingdoms ; I 
am fenfibly aifefted with the LofTes fuftain'd by my Trading 
Subjetfls ] I have upon all proper Applications given tha 
ilrifteil: Orders for procuring jult and reafonable Sal is fac- 
tion s and you may be allured^ tl^t I will ufe my beft 
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*' Endeavours to nnfwer the Defues and Expc£lationt of my 
*^ Peopk, tipoti an Affair of fo mucJi Importance/' 

Mtrfl 1 9- The Lards fent a Mefllage to the Cpmmons, 
deiiring a prefent Conference, relating to Gibraltar and Mi- 
nor*^ ; which being agreed to, the Managers for the Lords 
communicated to thofe of the Commons a Refolution which 
die Lords had come to, as follows : viz. * RefolvM hy the 

* Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament afTcmblcdj that 

* they do entirely rely upon his Majcfty, That he wiii, for 

* the maintaining the Honour* and fecurlng the Trade of 

* this Kingdom, take efFe^ual Care in the prefent Treaty, 
' to preferve his undoubted Right to Gibraltar and the liland 
' of Minorca/ 

The Lord Malpas, one of the Managers for the Commons, 
having reported the Conference to the Houfe, it was refoIv*d 
to addrefs hjs'Majefty for a Copy of the Letter written by 
his late Majefty to the King of Spain, in 1721, relating to 
Gibraltar. This may be found in the JPPE NI^IX, 

March 2 1 . The fa id Letter being laid before the Houfe, 
the fame was taken into Confideration, together with the 
Lords Refolution above-mentioned ; upon which, there was 
SI warm Debate. Many fevere Reflections were made on 
thoie who fiift advifed his late Majelly to write fuch a Letter, 
as either implied, or at leaft was taken by the Spaniards, 
as a pofitive Promife of giving up Gibraltar 5 and there- 
fore might be look'd apon as the main Source and Occafioa 
both of the fubfcquent Meafures that have been purfu'd to 
j^over that falfe Step, and of the Difficulties we at prefent 
labour under.' The Courtiers endeavour'd to juftify thofe 
Meafures, and a£Ur'd the Houfe, ' That effe^ual Care ha4 
been taken in the prefent Negociation^ to fecure the PoficA 
iion of Gibraltar to the Crown of Great-Britain : ' But the 
Country-Party anfwerM, * That the fame did not plainly ap- 
pear by the Tenor of the Proviiional Treaty ; and therefore 
jnov'd. That to the Lords Refolution, now under Confidera- 
' tion, the following Words might be added, viz, * And that 
' all Pretenfions on the Part of the Crown of Spain to the 

* faid Pbccs be fpcdfically given up.' But after fome farther 
Debate, the Queltion being put upon the iaid Motion, it 
was carried in the Negative^ by 267 Voices againfl lu* 
After this, the QLieftion being put. That this Houfe does 
agree with the Lords in the (aid Refolution, it was carried 
in tlie AfHrmaiive without dividing. 

The tiifnc Day, a BUI, For tht m&n ifftBmi fr^nfimg 
Mrthfry ami Corrt^ikn in the Eh^iQH ef Memhtts i9 fir*ug 
in Farimmeni^ was read the £ril, and ordered to be read a 
ficgnd Time, 
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Af^rfj& 24. The fald Bill having hem read a feoind TimCj 
was committed to a Committee of the wKole Houfe. 

Marcif 25. The above Refolution having been formed into 
^n Addrefsf both Houfes prefented the ik me to his MajcAy^ 
who reCurn'd tht foIlowiBg Anfwcr ; 

My Lords and Gentlcmeiit 
*' T Thajik you for the ConfideiKc you rcpolc in me, I 
** X will take effeftual Care, ^s I have hitherto done* to 
'' fecure my undoubted Kight to Gibtaltar^ and the liland 
" of Minof ca. 

The fame Day, Sir Paul Methuen delivered to the Com* 
mons the following Anfwcr to their Add refs of the titb 
Inflant, rm " That the Sum of 60,000 L mentioned in 

" that Addrefs, had been iffued and dift>MJ<cd, purfuant to 
*' the Power given to his Majc% by Parljament, for necef- 
" lary Services and Engagemcnti enter'd into for rclloring 
" and preferving the Peace of Europe, and which require the 
*' greateft Secrecy ; and therefore^ a particular and diftin£t 
*' Account of the Diftributioa of it, could not poflibly bo 
'* given, without a manifeil Prejudice to the Pablick.'* 

Ma/^ch 37. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, con* 
fidcfd farther of the Petition of feveral Merchams relating 
to the Spanifh Depredations ; heard fome of the Petitioners i 
cxaminM WitnelTes 5 and after 3 warm Debate, put ofF the 
farther Coiiiideration of chat Matter to the id of April- 

jfpril 1 . The Bill, Far thi m^re iffiBuM pn^mttng Bri* 
hty and Corrupt im in Eie^isHs was read the third Time, 
pa6*d, and fent to the Lords by Mr Waddn Williamt 
Wynne, Knight of the Shire for Denbigh, 

Aprii 2. Several Papers from the Admiral ty*Oiiice were 
laid before the Houfe, and all of them referred to the Grand 
Committee, who made fome farther Progrefs in the Confide- 
ration of the feveral Petitions, compbining of the Spanifli 
Depredations } and then this AJfair vt^as again adjoani'd to 
the 3d of April; when, after a Debate, the Committee cam© 
to the following Relblutions, viz. I. That feveral Ships^ 
Merchandizes, and Effe£b, belonging to the Merchants of 
this Kingdom trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, have 
been taken and feiz'd by the Spaniards^ in manifeJl Violation 
of the Treaties fubMing between the two Crowns, fta 
which no Reflitution has yet been made ; and that the Ma- 
kers and Crews of feveral of the faid Ships have been bar- 
baroufly and inhumanly treated. II, That in order to take 
the neccffary Care of the Intereils and Properties of his Ma-* 
Jefty's Subjefts/ and thofe of his Allies, vtry much concerned 
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In tlic Cargo and Me&s belongmg to die Flota and Galleonijf A"«*^*^c«'W' 
and that 3l pofiible JuiHce might be done to all Parties in- 
lerdled therein j and to the End that the faid Treafure 
kihould net be employed in carrying on and fupporting danger* 
us Meafttres and Engagements^ againft his Majdly and his 
UlieSj the Orders and Inllrufltons given to Vice-Admiral 
lofier to block up the Flota and Galleons ; and to endeavour 
{ecure and detain them^ without anjf Embezzlement, untrl 
|uftice and Satisfa^ion ihould be given to his Majefty and 
Ills Allies, virere juft, prudent^ and neceflary, tending very 
[juch to prevent an open Rtipcnre, and to prclerve the Peac^ 
Pand Tranquility of Eujnope. 

Jprii ^. The above Refolutions being reported were 

agreed to by the Houfe i and then, it was farther refolv'd, 

* That an Addrefs be prefented to his Majeily, that he will KiJifi thcrcia- 

life his bell Endeavours to obtain all jiiil: and reafonable Sa- 

f'tisfkAion for the Loiies and Damages, which the Merchants 

[of this Kingdom trading to Pgrttigal, Spain, and Italy, 

I kave fudaiti'd by the Spaniards taking and feizing feveral of 

Itheir Ships J Merchandizes, and EfFefts^ in matiifeft Violation 

f €>f the Treaties fubfiiling between the two Crowns/ The 

IHoufc alfo order' d, That the above-mention'd Refolutions 

[be kid before his Majefty, at the fame Time with the faid 

► Addrefs, by fuch Members as were of the Privy-Council . 

[ Jpril 9. Sir Paul Methuen acquainied the Houfe, ' That 

the iaid Addrefs and Refolntions having been laid before the 

JCing, his Majeily was pleafed to command him to acquaint ^^^^y^^.^^ ^^^^ 

\ the Hoiife,'" " That his Majclly was always extremely con- iwer tEreto. 

I «' cem'd when he heard of the LoiTes and Sufferings of hia 

L** Suhje^ls ; and would continue to ufc his belt Endeavours, 

y* ^ he had hitherto done, upon all Occafions, to obcain for 

I *■ them jull and reafonable Samfa£\ion.*' 

Aprii \i. Upon a Motion of Mr * Scrope, Member for a^""!^ !f if ^ i|« 
Bnftol, It was refolv d to aadrm his M:ijefty for an Account R^cuuc Liid be- 
of the Produce of the Civil Lift Revenues, within the Year, ^^'''^ ''"'*'■ 
[from Midfummer 1727 to Midfummer 1728, over and 
' above the annual, weekly, or other Payments and Incum- 
brances thereon, and over and above all Grants made by 
any of his Majelly's Predeceffors ; And fome other Papers re- 
lating to the particular Receipts of the &id Revenues, wen? 
call'd for, and laid before the Houfe, 

April zz. Several Papers relating to the Civil Lift Reve- 
nues, were laid before the Houfe. 

April %'^. The Commons went into a Grand Committee 
on the Supply ; and after Ejcarmuation of the Commiirioners 
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of the Cuftoms and Excife, the Poft-Maftcr General, and 
other Officers concerned in the Civil Lift Revenues, the 
Courtiers endeavoured to prove, 'That there were fo great Ar- 
rears ftanding out on the feveral Branches of thofc Revenues, 
that they fell Ihort of producing within the Year, the clear 
Sum of 800,000 1. which was fettled for his Majefly's Civil 
Lift ; and hereupon Mr Scrope mov'd, * That the Sum of 
1 15,0001. be granted to his Majefty, upon account of the 
Arrears of his Civil Lift Revenues, to be replaced and re- 
funded, for the Ufe and Benefit of the PubUck, out of fuch 
Arreaf s of the faid Revenues, as fhall be ftanding out at hiy 
Majefty's Derai{e, and together with the faid Sum of 
1 1 5,000 1. fhall b^ more than {ufEcient to make up the Pro- 
duce of the faid Revenues 800,000 1. per Annum, during hit 
Majefty's Life, to be computed from the 25th of June 
1 727. Though the Defign of this Motion was cafily appre- 
hended, yet many Members cxprefs'd their Surprize, that it 
fhould be made fo late in the Seflion, and after the Receft 
of £after, and when it was generally underftood that theie 
was ho farther Demand of Money to be made ; fince it fe- 
lated to an Account, faid by the Member who made the 
Motion, to have been clofed at Midfummer 1728, and 
confequently proper in every Refped^, if at all, to have - 
been brought in very early in the Seflion, and to have been* 
^onftdered in a full Houfe ; and this Motion appeared to 
them the more extraordinary, becaufe, in the former Seifion^ 
the feveral Duties and Revenues granted by the Aft for the 
better Support of his Majefty's Houftiold, and of the Honour 
and Dignity of the Crown, were underftood, and appeared by 
the Accounts then before the Houfe, to produce yearly much 
above the Sum of 800,000 1. for which they were given ; and 
therefore the faid Motion was vigoroiifly oppos'd by Mr 
te w, Puitaney. William Pulteney, and other Members, who mov'd, * That 
thefe Accounts and Papers fhould be referred to a Sele^ 
Committee, with Power to fend for fuch other Accounts, ■ 
and to call before them and examine iuch Officers of the Re- 
venue as they judg'd necefTary, and then to report to the — 
Houfe a true State of the Fadl, and whether it did appear 
to them that there really was fuch a Deficiency in the Pro- 
duce of the Civil Lift Revenues.' But this was oppos'd by 
Sir Robert Walpole, and Mr Scrope who had deiive!red in • 
thefe Accounts ; and the Queftion being put upon Mr Pal- 
teney's Motion, it pafTed in the Negative. Then it was 
moved by the Country Party, * That this Affair might be con- 
fidered in a full Houfe, and that for that Purpofe all Leaves 
of Abfence might be revok'd, and the Members fummon'd 
to attend 5 wi5ci| having alfo pafTed in., the Negative, the 
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Queftton was put upon Mr Scrope's Motion, which was cariy'd 

I in the.AiErinarive, by 241 Voices agaitift 115, The Reader 
Wiil fiiid a Lift of tljc Members who voted i^r^ and C&a on 
this remarkable Occafion in the APPE ND IX. 
Jprii 24. The Refolution above* being reportcdj waa a- 
greed to by the Houfe, 
Jpril 30, The Commons^ in a Grand Committee, con* 
fider'd of a Bill for fettling the Price of Com and Grain im- J*;*iJ"''^^^'*'* 
portedj &c. and after fome Debate^ the Refolution for grant- JEJ^/"* ^ 
ing to his Majelty the Sum of i \ 5*000 L on account of Ar- 
jtars due on the Civil-LiA Revenues, were made Part of 
that Bill, which afterwards paiVd into an Ad- 

May 6. The Lords fent back to the Commons the Bill, F$r 
fh& mon effeBual prefvent/rjg Bribery and C^rrupHnn in the 
MieBiim 6/ Members i with fome Amendments to enforce 
that Law, by increafing the Penalty of 50 1. to 500 L and 
adding other Claufes. 

May 7. The Commons having taken thefe Amendments Dphitecwicemiflc 

»into Confide ration, fome of the Courtiers rcprefented, * Tiiar ' 

the Lords making Alterations in a Bill of this Nature was 
an Encroachment upon the Rights and Privileges of the 
Houfe of Commons, who were the folc Judges of the Merits 
iOf the EledJons of their own Members.' To this Mr Wil- 
Gam Pulteney anfwer'd, * That the Freedom of Parliament ^^^^■^^'^r- 
eifen daily nccelTary to the Prefer vati on of our ancient 
oniUtution : And the Freedom of Parliamentary Eledions 
Ithe molt valuable Branch of the Rights and Liberties of 
'Engliflimen, of which, the Lords are the proper Guardians, 
as well as the Commons, both as a Part of the Legiilature, 
and as the fupremc Court of the Kingdom : That the Free- 
<lom of Elections, and confequently of Parliaments, is the 
great Bulwark of Popular Liberty againlt the Encroachments 
;md Oppreflions of arbitrary Power and wicked MinMcr.s : 

I .That if ever this Bulwark fliould be thrown down by Force, 
br undermin'd by Corruption, the very EiTence of our ex- 
cellent ConAicution would be loft, and we fhould no longer 
j>e a free People : And therefore no Man^ who had any 
Senfe of, or Value fur Liberty, could either think the Pe- 
nalties againil Corroptlon too fevere^ or grudge the Lords 
the Honour of having made the Provtfions of this necefikry 
I^aw more efficacious. Then the QuelHon being put forwhictinnMCTwdtc^ 
agreeing to the Amendment made by the Lords^ it was car- ^^^t^i^'^i?***''*- 
ried in the Affirmative, by mo Voices only, viz, 91 to 8g, 
M^y 1 4. The King came to the Houfe of Lords with 
the ufual State, and the Commons attending, hjg Majelty 
gave the Royal Aflent to fcverft] publick and private Bills, 
^nd then imde a Speech Eo both Hpufcs of Parliaincnt^ aa 
follows. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

THE Scafon of the Year, and the Difpatch you have 
given to the pubiick Bijfmefs, make it proper for 
" me to put an End to this S^llion of Parliament ; which 
** I cannot do without exprefling my Satbfadion at the juil 
*' Regard you have fhcwn upon all Occafions, to my Honour^ 
" and to the true Interdl of my People. 

" The Prudence and Temper, with which you have pro- 
" ceeded at this critical Conjunflure, have been very ac- 
*' ceptable to me, and cannot fail of meeting with general 
** Approbation : Your fci^eral Detenmuations, upon Matters 
** of the greatcll Nicety and Importance, have flifiwn you, 
** not infenfible of the Oiffic til ties wc labour under, without 
** fufferbg yourfelves to be tmnrported, and carried into any 
" unreafonable Warmths and Animofitics. You have con- 
*' lider'd the Loilcs of our Merchants, with a becoming 
** Compaflion and Concern j and received thdr Complaincs 
'* in fuch a Manner^ as will beft conduce to the obtaining 
" them Juilice and Sati3fa£iion ; and you may be affur'd, 
" no Endeavours fliall be wanting, on my part, to anfwer 
** the Expeflations and Wifhes of my People. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" The Supplies which you have granted me, and fo ef- 
** feftually raifed, in a JVIanner the Icall burthenfome ta 
*' my Subjefts, are a new Proof of your Zeal, Afft€tion^ 
" and Rcadinefs to fupport me in the Defence and Protec- 
" tion of the Rights and Privileges of my Kingdom. It k 
*' a great Satisfaction to me to obferve, that you have been 
*^ thus able to fupply the neceflary Charges and Expences 
** that have been unavoidably brought and continued upoo 
** us^ and at the fame Time to malce a farther Progred ia 
** leflcniiig and reducing the National Debt. 
My Lords and Gendemen, 

" I have already acquainted you, that it being neceiTarjr 
" for me to vifit my German Dominions this Year, I have 
*' determinM to make the Queen Regent Jicre, during my 
" Abfence j and I muJl, in a particukr Manner, recommend 
" it to you all> to make her Adminilhution as ^y as pof- 
*^ fjble, by preferving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, 
** in your fcveral Stations and Countries ; and by endet- 
** vouring to difcountcnance and reftrain the vile and fedi- 
** tious Praflioes of raifing unjutt Clamours, and creating 
'* Difcontcntfl in the Minds of my People/' 

Then the Lord ChaneeHor prorogued the Parliament to 
the 2 2d of July, They were afterwards prorogued to tlie 
I jth of januajy. 
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THE King came to the Houfe of Peers, on the 13th Amiftf, g«.jl ' 
of J^uary, and the Commons attending, his Ma- - '^^i''- 
j€fly made the followiiig Speech : 



My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
^ X T is with great Satiifadion I acquaint you, that we 
" X have at length extricated ourfdves from the manjr 
** Difficulties and Inconveniences that attended the uncer* 
*' tain State of Affiiirs in Europe, by having concluded an 
** abfolute Peace with the Crown of Spain. 

** This Negotiaiion hath been carr/'d on, and finiih'd, 
** with a perfed Union, Hannony, and Fidelity, between 
** me and my Allies, with no other View but to prevent the 
*' Mifenes and Confofion of a War> which if once kindled 
" in Europe, it had been as hard to know the End, as to 
f * determine the Succefs of fuch a fatal Event. 

•' As this Alliance is built upon the Foundation, and is 
** agreeable to the Purport and Intentions, of former Trea- 
" ties, without any Alterations in the principal Articles, but 
*' fuch as tend to render more efe€tual, what the contrad- 
*' ing Powcn in the Quadruple Alliance were before engaged 
*' to fee perform'd, it is very juftly to be prefum'd, that 
** from this happy Beginning, the great Work, of a geneml 
*' Pacification, will foon be perfeft and compkat. 

" But if, contrary to Expectation, and in Refentment of 
" the prefent Engagements, any new Troubles, altho' with 
** little Profpeft of Succefs, fhould be raifed in Europe, to 
** oppofe or difappoint the Execution of them, I am conii- 
** dent I ihall not want the Support and AiTilhince of my 
*' Parliament in fo jufl a Caufe, which hath the joint Con- 
** currence of fo many confiderable Powers, for the Honour 
'* and Credit of the prefent Meafures, and their united 
*' Strength, in Maintenance of our mutual Stipulations, 

** In the mean Time, I can affure you that 1 have made 
*' it my firft Care to confult the immediate Interefts of thefc 
*' my KingdomSj preferable to any other Confideration, and 
** at the Hazard of all other Events. 

^* All former Treaties and Conventions made with Spain* 
" in favour of our Trade and Navigation, are renewed and 
*^ confirmed i not only a free and umnterrupted Exercife of 
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** our Commerce, for the future, is reftored ; but juft and 
'* ample RelUtotion and Repanition, for unlawful Seizures 
*' and Depredations, are exprefly Ilipulated and agreed to ; 
" In general, all Rights, PiidJeges, and Pofleffions, in any 
*' Manner belonging to me and my Allies, are folemnly re- 
*' cikblilhedj conlirmed and guarantuyed, and not one Con- 
*' cefTion is made to the Prejudice of mc or my Subjeds, 

" By this Means, a Foundation is laid for removing all 
** former Anmiofities and Mifunderllandings between the 
** Kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain : And it is not at all 
** to be douked, but that, by a faithful Execution of our 
*' reciprocal Engagements, a perfed Fricndlliip betwixt the 
'f two Nations, united by the common Ties of mutual In- 
*< tercfl, may be more ftringly eikbliihed and cemented than 
** ever* 

*' And that my Subjeds might reap the carliefl Fruits of 
*' this advantageous Peace, I gave Orders for the immediate 
'^ Redudion of a great Number of my Land -Forces, and for 
,*' laying up and difcharging a great Part of my Fleets 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

*' This will make a confiderable Saving in the Expence 
" of the current Year, and 1 hope it will give a general 
** Satiifaition to my People, as it is a moil fenfihle Plcafure 
** to me. The proper Ellimates (hall be laid before you, 
** and I make no doubt but you will grant me the necefCiry 
*' Supplies, and enable me to make good my Engagements 
" with my Allies, in fuch Maimer as ftiall be molt effectual 
** for the publick Service, and moll eafy to your Fellow 
/' Subjeds. 

" You will fee, by the Accounts that will be laid before 
*' you, the State, Produce, and Application of the Sinking 
** Fund, as far as hath been hitherto direfled by A&. of 
** Parliament i and you will not fail to talce into your Con- 
" fideration the farther Difpofition of the growing Produce : 
'" You are the bell Judges, whether the Circumftances of the 
** Sinliing Fund, and of the National Debt, will as yet ad- 
** mit of giving Eafe, where the Duties are molt grievous, 
■^ I have the greacefl Regard for the Sinking Fund, and 
** look with Compailion upon the Hardlhips of the poor Ax* 
" tificers and Manufadurers. 1 leave it to your Detei-mi- 
** nation, what may reafonabiy and with due Caution be 
*' done upon this critical Confide ration. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** That we may receive the tiatural Advantages of our 
'* prefent SiEuationj^ I mull in the flrongeil Manner recom- 
" mend to you a pei-fe£l Unanimity among yourfelves ; fuch 
** a& may entirely defeat the Hopes of our Enemies both at 
*' Home and Abroad ; The grouudlefs Infmuation?, Cavib^ 

*' and 
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'* and Clamours of fome few ill defignlng Perfcns, to Ihake Aimn |. ceo. a, 

•* the Sneadinefs of thofc Powers who are alrcad/ my Allies, *7ig p. 

'* or to hinder others from becoming fo, will, by your 

** Unanimity, be rend«rM ineffeftual ; and I defire that the 

" Affe^jons of my People may be the Strength of my Go- 

** vemmcnt^ a» their Jntereft has always been tJie Rule of 

** my Aflions and the Objed of my Wiihea." 

Mr Speaker having reported his Majcffy's Speech j a Mo- 
tion was made for an Addrefs of Thanks, which waa agreed 
to ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up the fame* 

January 15. The Houfc prefented their Addrcfs to his 

ijdty, as foEows: 
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Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's moft dutifnl and loyal Snbjcds, ^^^JJ^^ 
the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af- 
* fembled, return your Maj elty our mo ft humble Thanks 
ibr your moll gracious Speech from the Throne, 

* We cannot omit taking this firft Opportunity to congra- 
takte your Majefty upon your happy Return into thefc 
Kingdoms : The juft and prudent Adminifl radon of the 
Government daring your Majelly*s Abfence by the Quceii 
your Royal Confort^ ruling by your Authority, and go- 
verning by your Example, could done compenfate for the 
want of your Royal Prefence and aufpicious Influence 
among us. 

* The welcome Neivs of your Majefty 's having concluded 
an ablobte Peace with the Crown of Spain, effeded by 3 
perfed Union, Harmony and Fidelity between your Ma- 
jefty and your Allies, filPd the Hearts of all your good 
People with inexpreftible Joy and Satisfaflion i and we 
ftlould be wanting in Duty to your Majeily, in Juilice to 
ourfelves, and not anfwer the Expcdarions of thofe we 
reprefent, if we did not approach your Majefty upon this 
happy Occaiion with Hearts full of Duty and Gratitude, 
and with the ftrongeft Acknowledgments of your Majefty 's 
Goodnefs^ Wifdom, and Refolution ; your Wifdom and 
Rcfolution, in not fufFering yourfelf to be diverted hy any , 
fe!fe and malicious Clamours and Infmuations, from lleadily 
purfumg the great and deftiable Work of giving Peace to 
your People ; your Goodnefs in confulting the immediate 
Interefts of thcfe your Kingdoms, preferable to all other 
Coniiderations, and at the Hazard of all other Events, 

* This muft convince the World of your Ms^jefty^s pa- 
ternal Care and tender Regard for your Britilh Dominion a p 
when we fee all former Treaties made in Favour of our 

I Trade and Qoxamim, and for the Security of the Rights, 
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* privileges, and Poflefliom belonging to your Majeity re'- 

* newM and coi3imn'tl i when we fee the Crown of Spain 
' under new and frelh Obligations to your Majelly, not only 

* to permit to your Stibjeils a free and uninternipted Exer* 
' cife of their Trade and Commerce for the future, but to 

* make juft and ample RelHtation and Reparation for all fofp 

* mer unlawful Seizures and Depredations. 

• The Extenfion of former Engagements, without any ma* 
' tcirial Alterations in the principal Articles from the Pnr- 

* port and Intentions of former Treaties^ in order to obtain 
' thefe great and truly valuable Advantages, without one 

* Conceflion made to the Prejudice of your Maj eliy or your 
' Subjedj, is a Confide ration, that to rejed, had been lofing 

* the faireft Opportunity to recover the ancient Freedom ana 
' Liberty of Trade and Commerce to thefe Kingdoms i and 

* not faithfully to fuliil and execute what is Ibpulated on 
' your Maj efty's part to fecure a reciprocal Performance from 
' your Majefty's Allies, of the Engagements they have en- 
' ter'd into, would be abandoning the particular Interelb and 
' Properties of your Majclty's trading Subjetb ; and to cx- 
' pofe the Trade and Commerce of this Nation to all the 

* Hazards and Uncertainties^ which they have fo long laboured 
** under, 

• Thefe BIciTings, fccured to us, will fufiidently compen- 
' fate all Inconveniencies that can attend the Performance 

* of your Majefty's Engagements ; And as it is juftly to be 

* prelumed, that a general Pacification and Tranquility ia 

* Europe will be the Confequcncc of the prefent Treaty, 
' the Profpeft of feeing tlus foon compleat and perfedod 

* adds greatly to our Satisfadion. 

* But if^ contrary to Expedation, and in Refentment to 

* your Majefly's juii and prudent Meafures, any new Troubles 
' Ihould be raifed in Europe, to oppofe or difappoint the 

* Execution of the prefent Engagements, we think ourfelves 
' obUged by the itrongell Ties of Duty, Affedlion^ and Gra- 

* titude, to aiTure your Majefty, that we will Hand by and 

* fupport your Majefty againftall lufults and Indignities that 

* fhall be ofFer'd to your M^elly, and that we will enable 

■ you to make good your Engagements with your AllieSr 

* The immediate Redu£tion of fo confide rable a Part of 

■ your Forces by Sea and Land, upon the firil Notice of the 

* Confirmation of the Peace, is another Inlbnce of your 

* Majefty's Care and Attention to the Eafe and Welfare of 

* your People ; and the recommending to our Confideratioa 

* the State of the Sinking Fund, in fo gracious and conde^ 
' fcending a Manner, obliges us to proceed with all polBble 

* Caution and Prudence in an AiFair of that Nicety and 

* Importance, whefc the carlicfi Difchatge of the National 
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* Debt on one Hand, and the Hardfliips of the poor Arti- Anno j. c^. m 

* £cers and Manufafturers on the other , require the greateft 

* Regard J and dcferve the moll mature Deliberation. 

* From a due Senfe of thefe many Proofs of your. Maje- 

* Rfs unwearied Endeavours to confult the Happinefs of 

* your People, we think ourfelves obliged to afTure your Ma- 
' Jelly, that this Houfe will, by the beft and moft eafy Me- 

* thods, effe^aally raife the itecefTary Supplies for tlie Servict 

* of the current Year ; and by a proper Zeal and Concern 
' for the Honour of your Majefty> the publick Tranquility^ 

* and the Good of your People, defeat the \*ain Expedationa 

* of fuch ill-defigmng Perfons, who may flatter themfelvea 

* with the Hopes of being able, by groundlefs Infmuations^ 
' Cavils, and Clamours, to flialce tKe Steadinefs of thofe 

Powers who are already Allies to your Majt%« or to hin- 
der otheK from becoming fo,' 



To the above Addrefs, his Majeity gave diis Anfwer. 

r tjcntlemen, 

•• Y Return you my Thanks for this Y^ry aflfedbnate and 
*' X ^"^yal Addrefs. The Aflurances you have given me, 
** and the Support of my Pailiament in enabling me to make 
** good my Engagements with my Allies, willj I promlfe 
** myfelf^ gready contribute towards fettling the general Pa^ 
** cification of Europe, 

" You may be affurcd^ that the Confidence yoii J^pofe m 
*' me fhall never be made nfe of^ but for preferving the pub- 
" lick Tranquility, for maintaining the Rights and Interefts 
** of my People, and in Vindication of my Honour and 
« Dignity." 

f J&n* 18* The Commons^ in a Grand Committee on the 
Supply, took into Confideration the Charge of the land- 
Forces for the Service of the Year 1 730, and Mr Henry Jj!^J^p^^ **^ ' 
Pelham * movM, That the Number of effedive Men for '"'^' 

Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, Jerfey and Guemfey, 
with 1850 Invalids and 555 Men^ for the fix Independent 
Companies in the Highlands, be 17,709 Men, Commiffion 
and Non-Corn miffion Officers included. This Motion was 
feconded by Sir William Yonge, bat was oppo^'d by Mr Pul- 
tency, and Lord Morpeth, who were for reducing the Num- 
l>er to i2,eoo Men, Mr Pelham in Support of his Motion, ^l,Yu^^* 
having urg'd, * That ev^ry Redmftion, which hath been made 

,1i^ithin thefe fixteen Years, has been attended with fome ill 
OQle^uen^t or other^ which loon after forc'd us upon a 
^ more 
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rtiorfe confidejrable Expefice ; and that it would be neceflary 
to continue chat Number, if they confulted the Prcferradon 
of the Goveniment itfdf ; Mr Stippen hereupon tlood up, 
Ur stfppeft, ^^^ fpoke as follows i 
Mr Speaker, 
* After the Debates we have had on this Subjc£l for many 
Years fuccelTively, it is hardly polTible to oiFer any Thing 
new ; and Repetition, if I may judge by myfelf, is as di^ 
agreeable to thofe that fpeak, as it can be to thofe that 
Ikcar. However, a total Sileuce at this time would mif- 
become me, who too often trouble you on Occafions of 
Jefs Importance, when you are going to put a Queftion, 
that tends diredty towards the EilabliJhment of an Army 
in Great Britain, which I hope will never be fo far Ger- 
manized, as tamely to fubmit to a Military Government, 

' I will not infinuate, that the honourable Perfon, wha 
made the Motion, did it rather to comply with the Obli- 
gations of his OiEce, from whence the Anny-EJlimates 
are brought into the Houfe, than out of any Con virion 
that the Troops demanded are neceffary for die Service of 
the Year, becaufe he declares otherwife : And as we are 
all fuppofed to a£l here without Inflaence, fo we muft not 
fufpeA, that he ever countenanced thofe almoft irrefirtible 
Jobba, which my new Ally on the Floor [Mt W. P. »] 
owns attended the War-Office in his Time, and which he 
believes now attend all Offices concerned in the Publick 
Expences, But I will infill, that this Motion is a ilac Ne- 
gative to the Addrefs, for which he voted the £rft Day 
cf the SeflTion ; and it plainly implies a DiibnH of the Vali- 
dity of the Treaty of Seville, which he tlien alTured ua 
would immediately produce all the BlefTmgs of an abfolute 
Peace, and deliver us not onfy from the ApprehenfionF, 
but from the Inconveniencies, of a War, Now he is pleafed 
to change his Language, and endeavour to perfuade us, 
that we ought not to make any Redu^^on of our Land 
Forces ; becanfe our Circumibnces have been fuch for 
fixteen Years pall, that, whenever any Reduftion has been 
rnade^ fomething happened which foon occafioned an In- 
crcafe of Troops and Expences, 

' If we were to allow him this laft Sort of Reafoning, In 
oppofition to his former, it would prove too much ; it 
would prove, that we have no other Caufe to rejoice at 
the late Rcduflion, for which we have humbly ihank'd 
his Majelty, than that it was fo (mall j it would prove, 
that, notwithltanding our famous and fuccefsful Negotia- 
tions, we arc like to remain in the fame Condition, and 

under 
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under the fame Difficulties, we have been for fixteen Years 
together. Bat to pafs over thefe Remarks, the late Re- 
dudion was very fallacious, and looked as if thofe, who 
had the Dirci^on of it, were not heartily inclined to get 
rid of our growing military Power, or to return to the 
free Exercife of our Civil Government, Nay, we have 
juft heard it kid down for Dodrine, that tho' pur Gor 
vemment is not military, tho' an Army is not Part of our 
Conflitution, yet it will be neceffary to continue our pre- 
sent Army of near 1 8,000 Men for many Years longer, oq 
account of the Government's confulting its own Prefer- 
"Nation. 

* Sir, the Principle of Self-Prefervation will laft as long as 
Ferfons and Governments themfelves fubiift, and is an Ar- 
gument that may be conflantly renewed; that may be urged 
ad infinitum. But I am fo far from admitting this Argu- 
ment in its full Extent, that I cannot admit it in any De- 
gree, as applied to the prefent QuefUon. For it does not' ap. 
pear to me, that we can have Occaiion, even this Year, ^r 
all the Troops demanded, coniidering the glorious Scene of 
Affairs, which the honourable Gentleman fays is opened to 
us, and to all Europe : They are not neceffary, I fuppofe, 
to awe Spain into a firm Adherence to its own Treaty : 
They are not neceflary,. to force the Emperor into an im- 
mediate Acceffion : Nor are they, in any fort, neceflary, 
for the Safety of his Majefty's Perfon and Government. 

* Force and Violence are the Refort of Ufurpers and Ty- 
rants only.— I perceive fome Gentlemen take Offence at 
jny Words, and therefore, that they may not be mifcon*- 
ibrued, I will repeat them I affert then, it is a ground- 
ed Maxim in Civil Science, that . Force and Violence ara 
the Refort of Ufurpers and Tyrants only ; becaufe they 
are, with good Reafon,- diftruftfiil of the People, whom 
they opprefe ; and becaufe they have no oUier Security 
for the Continuance of their unlawful and unnatural Do- 
minion, than what depends entirely on the Strength of their 
Armies. 

* But it is the ^peculiar Happinefs and Glory of Great 
Britain to be blefs'd with a Prince, who wants no fuch 
Support ; who reigns abfolute in the Hearts of his Subjects ; 
who prefers their Eafe and Intereft to the.Lullre and Gran- 
deur of his Crown ; who fets them a Pattern of Prudence 
and Wifdom ; whofe Royal Goodnefs would be offended 

. with continuing any Tax, or any Burthen upon them, but 
what is requifite to fupply the immediate Occofions and 
Neceilities of his Government. 

* For thefe Reafons, Sir, I cannot affent to theQueflion^ 
But, before I coi^lude, ove me leave (0 fay, there is an 
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Anno?. ccB. iL Aiticle in the Eftlmacc, under yoar Confideratton, which 
i7a9^p. I i-eadily allow, in the raidft of all my Frugality i tho* I 
muil at the fame Time own, with thofe Ccndcmeii who 
difpute it, that it is a new //<r^, and an additional Article 
lo the EtHmate of the kll Ycar^ I mean the Salary of 
200 1, for the Phyfician of the Tower : For no Perfon, 
who ftiall hereafter have the Misfortune to be confined there, 
on any Account whatfoever, ihould want proper Aflillance in 
cafe of Sicknefs. Meniibcrs of this Houfe have been fre- 
quently fent thither, and for very dif^rent Reafons. Some 
for fpeaking freely, [See ^ol L p. i6i.j others for ading 
corruptly* Now, as it is uncertain of what Denomination 
the Member, or any other Gentleman may be, who fhall 
next be committed to that State- Prifon, let iia give an In- 
ftance of our general Compaffion, and not grudge fo trifling 
a Sum for fo charitable a Purpofe,' 

After this the Queftion being put on Mr Pelham's Motion, 
it was carried in the Affirmadve i and it wasfanher refolv'd. 
That the Sum of 723,03 z I be granted for the Charge of the 
jaid 17.709 Men. 
itaconecrping />^. 24, A Bill, To present any Ferfins^ his Majejhfs 
Iny^ Per^ns in Su^eUi, Or rejiding nvtthin this Kingdom ; t<? advance an^ 
^Tn^MicM^T ^'^^'^ 0/ MeJT-fy u anyF^rei^ Prince, State, gt Potentate, 
an]rfoiekftFflncr^-i4vVA0«r huvitfg uhtmned Licence from his Majefiy^ smder his 
JimtLciSr Fri^ Seal, or feme greater Authority^ was read a fecond 
Time, in which, inter a/ia, was the fbl lowing Claufc, viz. 
' That the King be empowered by Proclamation, which fhaU 

* lake Place within a limited Time, to prohibit all fuch 

* Loans of Money^ Jewels or Bullion ; and this Prohibidon 

* to continue a limited Time, under limited Forfeitures and 

* Penalties, unlefs djfpens*d with by the Crown 5 that the 

* Attorney General be empower -d by Englifti Bill in the 

* Court of Exchequer, to compel the effedtual Difcovery oil 

* Oath of any fuch Loans, and that in Defatdt of an Anfwcr 

* to any fuch Bill, the Cdurt ftiall decree a limited Sum 

* againit the Defcndent, refufmg to anfwrr- ^rob!tl£D 

* that thts A^ do not extend to prohibit any Subfcnptlons 

* to the Publick Funds or Trading Companies of Foreign 
< Kingdoms/ 

Hereupcn Sir Robert Walpole ftood up, and endeavourM 
to fliew that fuch a Bill was always righc and neceflhry ; that 
all poffible Care had been taken in drawing this Bill to 
obviate every Objedlion, to avoid every Inconvenience j that 
as to any Exception which Gentlemen pcflibly might make 
to the Frajne of it as it now ilands, he conceived they would 
properly come under Cdnfideration when the Bill was com- 
mitted I that any reafonabk Alterations might be regularly 
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oCeied and agreed to in fiich a Committee ; and therefore 
he mov'd, ' That the Bill might Lc committed to a Com* 
m it tee of the whole Houfe, on the ^th of March/ But this 
ivas opposM by Mr Daniel Pultcney, who declarM, ' That Mr i>* Puttewy* 
this being the fecond Time of reading this Bill, he thought 
it was proper to give his Opinion ; and that after havmg 
confiderM it fully, he neither approved it on the whole or 
in any part* for it would entirely prove ineffectual to all the 
Purpofes propofed ; it could not poiTibly aniwer good End^, 
and it would certainly produce very bad ona ; he thought 
it would be a Reftraint upon Commerce, a Rdlraint of m 
dangerous Nature ; he had heard all the Merchants in gene- 
ral complain of its Tendency, and he wifh'd they might not 
feel it in a very grievous Manner : 'jThat by denying this 
Liberty to all the People of England, by reftraining all Loaiii 
or AiTillance of Money to Princes and Powers abroad, wc 
made Holland the Market of Europe and the Mart of Money 
to the Nations of the Continent: That this was unjuil and 
imprudent in us, when our Subjeds had Money to trade 
with as well as their Neighbours ; when his Majefty's Sub^ 
je£ls might make an Advantage even of his very Enemies, 
were it not for this ill judged Prohibition ; That our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch would rejoice at fuch a Procedure ; they 
would certainly make this moft fort^inate Accident as bene- 
ficial as it could be to their People : That the contrary couJd 
not be expe&d, for not only the late Wars of Europe evince 
that the gneatcft of Dangers, the moll formidable Enemies ^ 
could not be fo terrifying as to prevent them from lending 
iheir Money to their private Advantage ; but that even in 
their ancient War with Spain, a War wherein they were 
treated not only as Enemies but Rebels, and bad they been 
conquered, they muil have been Slaves to the Vi£tor, they 
murf have fubmitted to Popery and Chains ; yet their Mer- 
chants afUfted the Spaniards, even in that moll hazardous 
Juncture, with Money, with Arms and Ammunition ; nor 
could we fuppofe they would fcruple to funiilh the Emperor 
alfo with the very fame Aihilance, whenever he ask'd it, 
as had always been pra^is'd fmce the firll Foundation of that 
wife Republic^.' He added, ' That this Bill was a general 
Prohibition, extending to all Princes, States^ or Potentates 
whatever : That thus we were wholly difabled to affiil the 
bed Allies, the trueil Friends^ and thofe who really well de- 
ferved our Aid: That he was credibly informed, that the King 
of Portugal, to whom we could have no Exception, very fre- 
quently bormw'd Money of our Merchants refiding within 
his Dominions ; and thnt it could not be denied him, without 
difobHging a Prince on whofe Favour our Commerce depends, 
nay, expofing it to his fcvcrcft Difpleafure : That fhould a 
H z Pj-oclamacioQ. 
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Procktnation ilTue here, tlie Britilli Subje^lt who refidc in 
Portugal, or more remote Dominions^ may contraft for Lo^ni, 
rho' liable to Penalties, of which they may be wholly un- 
apprised : Thjit he had therefore the moft powerful Motives 
to throw out the Bill, becaufe it prevented the People of 
England from aiding their Friends and Aliiea ; but what 
was more it might involve many innocent Perfons in un* 
avoidable Guilt, and cxpofe them to the heavy Pains of 
unknown Cnmes, But his principal Objection to this Bill 
was the Power of Liccnfmg refer ved thereby to the Crown : 
That he believed it a Power the King would apply to 
the Welfare and Advantage of the People, therefore he 
was not againft it, as a Power in the Hands of the King ; 
but he knew it would be influenced by an Adminifbration i 
that whenever thefe Licences Iflued, it mull be thro' the 
Hands of the Minifters j and whilll fuch a Prohibition con- 
tinued, he knew not but the LicenJiog-Trade might become a 
new Branch of their Bulmefs^ and a managing Minifter might 
make it, by tolerable Husbandry, an Article of 20, 30, or 
40,000 1. a Year ; Tind that therefore they might e^fily fee 
it was not for the Honour of the King, or the Inter eft of 
iiis Subjefts, that any fuch Bill was contrivM^ but thac it was 
wholly defign*d for creating of profitable Jobbs, and making 
a Market olf the Merchants, That he oppofed this Bill, 
bccaufe it made the Court of Exchequer a Court of Inqui- 
fition : That it gave new, great^ and extraordinary Powers to 
the Crown, already armM, in his Opinion, with weighty and 
terrible Autliority : That whilll it retrained our Merchants 
from aiTilling the Princes and Powers of Europe, it permitted 
our Stock-jobbers to trade in their Funds without any In- 
terruption : That he knew for whofe Benefit, this Com- 
pbiTancc was defignVl, but that Jobbing Abroad, in the Stocks 
of Foreign Nations, was wliat we ihould leall encourage, 
and what we ought moft to prohibit ; for wc have fufFcr'd 
fevcrely by that Means already ^ and our Minillry would 
never give n: Relief or Aflililnce ; and thus our People^ when 
they trufled tJieir Money with our faithful Allies the French, 
in the Affair of the MiMipf, were ruinM and betrayed by 
their Edii^b of State, and had nothing but Paper for Specie ; 
That notwithilanding this moil; Ihi^meful Treachery, this 
great Injullice and Violation of the Law's of Nations, the 
Miniliry never interpofed with the Icafl good OfRce for their 
fuifcring Fi^llow-SuhjE^ds, w'ho have irrecoverably lolt the 
Atoney they unhappily advanced in thole fatal, thofe faithlefs 
Schemes. 

Mr Pufteney having done fpealcin^, Sir Robert Walpole 
replied, ■ That he thought thofe Objeilioiis more proper for 
the Confidcsstion of (he Hoafe, in z Comniittcc of the 
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whole Houfc, wher<? every Paragraph would be debated ; Anno j. ow. h. 
where every Member might reply as often as Occafion requir- - *7*9-jo. 
ed, and fully purfue the Inquiry : That he did not defire 
this Bill for any Advantage to himfelf, for any Acceffion of 
extraordinary Powers to the Crown, or for any Thing elfe, 
but the prefling Occafion, the apparent Neceffity of this im- 
portant ConjunSure : That if this Bill was committed, he 
would heartily concur in every Amendment that could be 
Vdth Reafon proposed : That he would fredy confent the 
Committee ihould make it a temporary Law, ihould enadt it 
for a fhort Duration, and limit the Continuance for a very 
*fmall Space of Time : That the honourable Member, who 
ipoke laft, had departed from the Queftion before them ; had 
. 'opened a Charge againft France, and had brought in the old 
• •Miffiffipi Affair, in debating a particular Bill on an Argument 
about lending Money : That he thought it a weak Reafoning, 
that we Ihould not do ourfelvesJuHice in this Point, becaufe that, 
our Neighbours had treated us ill in another ; and becaufe 
-that the French had not yielded us all we could wilh for, 
that therefore the Parliament Ihould not in this Cafe do all 
that they ought.' He added, * Why was not this Matter laid 
open in the Committee on the State of the Nation, but that 
this was an Objeftion indeed to the French, like all other 
Complaints againft France ; it was raifed on occafion of pro- 
per Precautions to prevent a War with the Emperor : That 
he was fully convinced, this Bill was a Matter of great Im- 
portance and Neceifity : That he had been fo tender in this 
Argument, that he had not even faid what he was authorized 
to fay ; he had meant no Afperfions or Reflections on any 
Gentlemen ; he was willing that this and all other Debates 
ihould be managed with Decency and Candour : But fmce 
that thefe Things had thus pafTed, he was thereby provok'd 
to declare, what he knew, what he had the King*s Leave to 
declare, and what would cffcftually filence the Debate ; that 
he was very much inclined to fay it, he would fay it, if the 
Gentlemen required it; [Here fenjeral Members call d out for 
this Affair"] he would fay it before he fat down : This Bill 
was not drawn or promoted from any other View than its 
great Neceffity, its being now abfolutely expedient to the 
Peace of Europe, and the general Repofe of Mankind ; for he 
could fay it, he had the King's Leave to declare it i viz. That 
there was at kr is Time aSubfcriptiontranfaded for the Service 
of the Emperor, and Money was raiiing for his Ufe, no lefs than « 
the Sum of 400,000 V He added, • That this Bill could not 
poffibly be a Reftraint upon Trade, or a Grievance to the 
Merchants in any one lawful Point of Commerce : That the 
View of this Bill having been to prohibit fuch Loans and 
Afliibqce to the Emperor, who could not iparch h.is Armies^ 
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or cloath his Troops without Supplies of Money, it was not 

I j lift or reasonable, ht ihould have Afliibnce from us ; from 
that Nation agaiiifc which he was forming a War, and pro- 
jedlmg future Di ft urban ces i could the Emperor mainiain the 
Soldiers he had in his Troops, and the numerous Forces he 
quarterMupon his own People; or could he bring them into the 
Field, without Treafure to pay the Expence ; and now when^ 
by Treaties with Spain, that Prince was deprived of thofc 
Subsidies and that AHiflance, which once made him danger-* 
ous to us ; when thus he is happily cut off from all Commu- 
nications with thQfe Countrie^t from whence his I'reafure 
ufed to flow, fhall the People of England aiHft him themfelvea 
with Supplies > Shall they arm an Enemy with Strength, 
which his belt AUy denies ? And the Britifh Merchants lend 
their Money to a Prince againll the Britifh Nation ? If this 
ihould be done in the Time of Hoflilities, and after the Com- 
mencement of a War, it wonJd be High Treafon by Law ; 
for to aid, abet, or affift a Foreign Power at War with the 
King, is exprefly declared in the Statute of High Treafon : 
And ihall the Merchants be allowed to enable a Prince to be- 
come our Enemy, whom it is even High Treafon to aid 
when an Enemy f fliall it be allow'd with impunity to aid thj9 
Emperor to march his Troops and yet open Rebellion to 
aifift the Emperor whilit thofe Troops were marching f 
Mull the Quiet of the whole World be a Vidim to the Ava- 
rice of Men, who would make an inglorious Advantage of 
their Money ? MuA Men be indulged in thofe Dealings 
which bear fuch Analogy even to High Treafon, only for 
the Sake of Self-Intereft V He added, ' ItwasCompalliDn and 
Humanity, to ignorant unwary Men, which led him to bring 
in this Bill ; for in cafe of a War with the Emperor, Mer- 
chants might tranfad with his Imperial Majeily for Loana 
before it broke out^ and when their Second Payments became 
due, k would be within the Statute fhould thty make them 
good i fo that fuch a Proclamation would warn them of ap- 
proaching Dangers : It would give them due Notice of a Hup- 
ture, and prevent them incurring the unforefeen Pains of Ca- 
pital Crimes, by coveting fuch a Premium and Intereft.' He 
©vvn'd, * That many Difliculties had occurred to him, and 
tht Gentlemen ordered to bring in this Bill : That he was 
forry to be fen fi hie, that it could not be fo effectual as many 
might wiih, and himfelf had moil heartily deilred ; but was 
this an Argument to a Houfe of Commons againil a Bill 
for fuch important Ends^ that becaufe they could not do all that 
they would, therefore they mull not do all that they could > 
if their Power could not wholly prevent thofe Praftices, muft 
they not exert the utmolt of their Power f if chcy had not 
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an abfolute Redrefs for the Evil, mull diey not find out all 
poiTible Redrefs f and becaufe they could not fhut up ali the 
Avenues of AiTiftance, therefore mud they leave all open V 
He added, * That it was no Objection to the Bill before them, 
that any Prince, State, or Potentate^ was equally intended with 
the Emperor ; for that the End of it was to prevent a War 
with that Prince, and to name him in this Cafe diHinfl from 
sdl others woQld amount to a full Declaration of War i be- 
fides, one Prince might boriow Money for another, and elude 
the Import of the Law : That as to the King of Portugal^ or 
any other Prince in Alliance with the Crown of Great-Bri- 
tain, his Majefty would readily grant his Allowance for 
Ijoans to fo good an Ally : That however, this Law would not 
have an EfFcd, but in cafe of apparent Neceihty ; if the 
Emperor gave his Majefly Reafon to oppofe his Intentions, ic 
might produce a futjre Proclamation 1 yet this was eventual, 
it might be, or it might not be t And if it ever fcould hap- 
pen, no Subjects of Britain^ no Merchants Abroad could of- 
fend through Ignorance of fuch a Proclamation ; for the Bill 
was drawn with a Blank, to be lill'd with a proper Limitation 
of Time, before the Law ihould take Place, or the Prohibi- 
tion hold good ; and the Limitation might be vct\^ large and 
rxtenfive, that Merchants Abroad might be duly informed of 
the Terms which the Law had enjoin' d/ He faid, ' That 
it was the proper Policy of Nations, the rcafonable Autho- 
11^ vefted in the Councils of a Country » to ufe fuch Precau- 
tigns and lay fuch Prohibitions, on an Appearance of Danger, 
although not djfcem*d by the People ; That the Reafon of 
this was, becaufe they had early and Jecret Intelligence not 
proper for the Publick View when im media tly received, yet 
liighly expedient to be obferv*d : That as to the Indulgence 
mUow'd to thofe Perfons who traded iri the Funds Abroad, or 
truAed their Money in Forcl^ Companies, it was reafonable 
and proper, becaufe many Perfons thought thofe a good Secu- 
rity for their Fortunes : That many of the Britifli Merchants in 
other Countries had no better Employment for Cafh in their 
Hands ; and it would occalion great Confufion to include thofe 
Cafes in this Prohibition, neither indeed did they any ways 
relate to this Cafe ; for tho* Money might be lent to the Em- 
peror by private Perfons, he would never have Aids from the 
Publick Companies Abroad.' He own'd, ' That he was not 
fo converfant in the Laws as fome Gentlemen were, who 
could julUy fupport this Bill in its Provifion for a proper 
JDifcovery of Evidence by Precedents ; he was a Stranger to 
that i but he himfclf remembered the A£l to prevent the Sub- 
jcds of Great*Britain from trading in the Oflend Company, and 
that there the fame Method of Difcovery was provided ; and 
Ihould not the PUblick dete^ fuch r criminal Commerce w\tk 
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a powerful and national Enemy, when they were allowed k 
againfl a Jittic interloping Company ? It wa^ far from fetting 
up a Court of Inquifition, it was far from laying Hardihips 
or Severities on any Man ; but it was for the Prevention of 
fraudulent Dealings and conceal'd Tranfaftions ; and it involv'd 
the Party in no other Penalty than one, which he could nop 
incur but thro' conrcious Guilt, which he might eaTdy avoi4 
by purging himfelf of the Crime ; and that this Penalty was 
flill in the Judgmeut of the Houfe to be limited by their 
Authority J having no other End than to be fuch a Tax upoQ 
Loans, as might make it unprofitable to advance them for the 
hjgheft Premiums or IntercH,' He alfo obfe/v'd, * That the 
Proclamation provided jn the Bill, was the iame as by Law 
liad been ufual in the cafe of Q^arentine in the Apprehen- 
iions of a PeiUlence, and as a Prevention of any contagious 
2>iflcmpers ; he thought it a reafonable Remedy on all fuch 
Appearances of Danger j it would not be made ufc of unle& 
fuch Grievances happened i and if they did happen, he 
iJiOught they deferv'd a Redrefs : He therefore infixed on 
committing this BiJU as highly expedient and necefTary/ 

Sir Robert Watpole having ended, Mr Wortky Montague 
faid, < That he had a Point of Order to dtbate : That that 
Jiono arable Member had brought in the Name of the King 
to Influence their ConfJerations contrary to a ilanding Rule 
of the Houfe: And that it was never allowed that the Name of 
the King (houid ever be ufed upvon any Occafion to awe their 
Proceedings, or to over-bear their Debates i That if that 
honourable Member hiid been properly careful of his Ma- 
jefly's Honour, he would not have mentioned his Name at 
diat Rate i be would ha\^e informed them of the Evidence 
they had J and rt gularly brought it before them in the prefenC 
Inquiry : That whatever that Evidence might be, he fup- 
pos'^d it mufl come from Foreign Miniltens and be thought 
the Houfe ought to have it opened in a proper Parliamentary 
Way."" He added^ * That his Opinion was againil the BiU, 
for he tJiought it rcllrainM our Commerce, and we might as 
well prohibit all Commerce/ To this Sir Robeit Walpole 
replied, * That the Manner of his Declaration had been very 
much millaken, in a0erting that what he hadfaid was Unpar- 
liamentary, for he well knew and duly obferv'd tlie Orders of 
the Houfe: That he had not brought in the Name ofth€ 
King to influence Gentlemen, or to over-bear the Debates; 
That be had mentionM the pofitive AlTurances which were 
received, not as a MefFage from the King, but by his Ma- 
je(]y*s Leave; not by his Command, but only by his Per- 
million J that the Station be was in obliged him to ask that 
PermiiTiorr, becaufe that by his Oath he was obliged to keep 
the King^s Council fccrct, and therefore he askM this Ailow^ 
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toce from his Majeflf Yeftcrday Morning, apprehending the Anno j. Geo. u* 
Debate of this Day would require him to mention it, and he ^ ^^9-1^ ^ 
had ofier*d it to prove the Importance of the Bill now before 
them. 

Mr Gould faid, * He was a Merchant himfelf ; that he could ^^ ^^''t 
Hiake it appear to the Houfe, the Emperor's Agents had been 
in Change- Alley ; that he knew a {articular Jew, who had 
been apply 'd to for 30,000 1. and others for very large Sums, 
but refufed to advance them, a^ fearing it would draw the 
Difpleafure of the Government upon them : That he thought 
the Bill a good Bill, and all reafonable Licences might be 
ebtain*d, whenever they might anfwer an innocent Purpofe ; 
nay, he thought they ought to be granted when apply'd for, 
without any Charge to ^e Merchant^;' which Sir Robert 
Walpolc agreed to. Hereupon Mr. Walter Plomer (aid, • That ^ ^- "«~^' 
ke would not oppofe the Defign of this Bill ; he would never 
oppofe whatever might ftrengthen his Majefty's Hands, he 
never did nor ever would appear in any fuch Caufe : But if 
this mull be done, why was it to be eflFeded by a Proclama- 
tion ? why were the Miniftry to be Judges in this Cafe ? let 
the Houfe determine the Fitnefs of the Affair, let them enaft 
the Prohibition, let them alone have the abfolute Dire<£lion, 
and then he had nothing to offer againft fuch a Bill.' To this 
, Mr Henry Pelham reply'd, * That that Gentleman mifunder- Mr h. Peiium. 
ftood them, if he imagined that he or the Ptrfons employ 'd 
to prepare and bring in that Bill, intended to make any 
Miniflers Judges where the Houfe might much better de- 
cide ; but it was a Tendemefs to the People, that made them 
provide a Proclamation ; they hoped tliis AfFair might even 
yet be adjufled without a Prohibition j but if the Houfe 
would not have it eventual, if they would have it immediate- 
ly,, he fhould not fknd in Oppofition to any fuch Demand.' 
Then Mr Barnard declared himfelf againft the Bill. He faid, Mr Bamwd, 
* That he thought it a Reftraint upon Conwnerce, that could 
iiot be juflify'd, and fuch Reflraints had ever been prejudi- 
cial to ourfelves ; That he remember'd a Bill of this Sort 
againft Sweden, to prohibit all Commerce with that King- 
dom, [See Vol. I./. 179] yet the Confequencewas, that we 
were forced to enable our Merchants to carry it on in Dutch 
Bottoms, which render'd the Prohibition ufelefs, as well as 
burthenfome, before we took it off: That he thought if the 
Dutch could affift their Enemies the Spaniards in a War, 
where Rebellion was the Quarrel, and the Crown of Spain 
daimed all the People as its natural bom Subjects, they 
would furel/ lend Money to the Emperor when he apply'd 
for Affiibnce. He added, * That the Argument ufed about 
Merchants incurring High Treafon for their Second Pay- 
ments was very abfurd^ for no Men in the World would 
Vol. II« I f^^^.u-aiQ;. 
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Anno J. oeo. XI. contfaft fof Loani on fuch Terms or make them good. * H* 
l_ 'T^ jo- ^ infilled,* That they fhould name the Emperor cxprefly, and 
not make a great Prohibition to afFeft the whole World 
as if we were at War with all. He faid, ' That however the 
Pradice might obtain of Ldcenfmg Loans to his Majelly of 
Portugal, or to any of our good Allies, that this would be of 
no Service to our Merchants, who would lofe the Advantage 
of lending their Money, becaufe other Nations could fumilh 
fuch Loans with more Readinefs ; and whilA ours were ap^ 
plying for Permiflions to the Crown, the otliers would ad- 
vance fuch Affiflances in the mean Time, and fupplant our 
People in all their Money-Dealings. He likewife declared 
agairnl making the Court of Exchequer a Court of Inquiii- 
tion ; he conceived it unknown to the Laws ; nay, odious to 
the Conflitution, that Men fhould be obliged to accufe them- 
• felves, and thereby incur the worlt of Penalties ; he knew 
not what Precedents might be furniih'd ; he beli^v'd Uiat thejr 
could eafilyfind Precedents for any Thing : Bu^he thought the 
Liberties of his Country much niore weighty with him than 
any Precedents whatever ; and he would never confent to a 
Bill, which he thought a Violation of our Fundament Laws, 
9 Breach of our deareft Liberties, and a very terrible Hard-t 
6if p. Yotke. fhip on Mankind.' To this Sir Philip Yorke faid, ' That him-r 
felf and the Gentlemen honoured by the Houfe with their 
Commands to<4>ring in the Bill, had coniidered the Dutcll 
and the Engliih Merchants as two different Reforts, wher? 
the Emperor might apply for Alfiftance ; that if one Shop 
was fhut up, he had one the lefs to make ufe of; and evea 
the other, if our true and faithful Ally, and govem'd by 
Reafon and right Policy, not under extraordinary Influence, 
might alfo be prevailed on to flop this Affidance of Money, 
and yield a private Interell to the qommpn Caufe of 
Europe J he thought they were very well juftify 'din draw- 
ing this Bill, not only from Reafon and the Fitnefs of Things, 
but from the Common Law of the Kingdom j That thq 
King had a lawful Prerogative to recall his Subjedls by PrOf 
clamation from the Service of Foreign Stages, and fhould he 
not alfo have Power to prohibit them from lending their 
Money, which might be more ufeful and dangerous than even 
the Service of their Perfbns : That in Ireland the Parliament 
had made it High Treafon, to enlifl Men for Foreign Ser- 
vice without Licence obtained from the Crown ; and furel/ 
a Reflraint upon Money, the Sinews of War, was highly ex- 
pedient any whert ; That this Law was intended only as n 
temporary Reflraint, a prefent Remedy apply'd to ati apr 
preaching Evil, and not to be eftablifh'd in Perpetuity.' He 
obferved, * That the Claufe for difcovering Evidence, by 
Engliih Bill in the Court of Exchequer, was the pnly Me, 
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thod to make this Law efie^ual ; for fuch a Traniadion, as auw i. Geo. u. 
lending of Money in this Manner, would always be done in a *7»9 ?o. 
very concealed, a very dandeftine Way : That if they did 
BOtpafs this Claufe, they might juftly throw out the whole 
Bill, for there would be no Evidence ever to fupport its De- 
fign : That many fuch Laws had provided fuch Methods of 
Difcovery t that memorable Law, among others, which punifh'd 
the South-Sea Direftors, made it Felony to refufe anfwering 
or to demur to a Bill for Difcovery of Concealments ; and yet 
if they did difcover a Concealment, the very Anfwer was 
jood in Evidence againft them, and the Concealment was Fe- 
lony i but here was a limited Sum, and no other Penalty 
could be the Confequence, attending confcious Guilt upon 
fuch a Bill of Difcovery : That by the Conftrudion of a 
Court of Equity, fuch a Bill of Difcovery would have beea 
allowed, if this Claufe had not been infeited i That the Barons 
of the Exchequer had maintained the Legality of Suits, to 
diicover Frauds and Mifdemeanors relating to the Revenue ; 
nor could they deny that this was as juft by Parity of Reafon* 
ing ; tho' if the Houfe fhould throw out this Claufe, it might 
make the Judges unwilling to fupply it by fuch a Conilrudion ; 
and therefore he hoped they would not throw it out. Here- 
upon Sir William Wyndham faid, * That he hoped when this sir w. Wya 
Bill was conmiitted they would make it a reafonable Bill : 
That the honourable Member, who fpoke laft, had mentioned 
a poflible Cafe, that the Dutch would ihut up their Shop to 
the Emperor ; and fuch a bare Poffibility it was, that no Man 
could think it a common Probability : That in the late Wars 
with France, we drew them into a Bargain, and paid them a 
price to difcontinue their Trade with the French, which 
they did for one Year only, but took our Money for two^or 
three more, and when required to follow the Tenor of their 
Contrad, they declared they neither could nor would do any 
fuch Thing : That therefore we could not imagine the Dutch 
would refiifc to lend their Money to the Emperor now, any 
more than to trade with the French in the Queen's War : 
That he looked on all thcfe Reflraints upon Liberty, as un- 
juitifiable Powers in the Hands of a Miniitry : And that to 
argue from any Sufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus A£t, to the 
Sufpenfion of Trade, was to argue from one Evil to another : 
That he was alfo againft the Praftice of an Englilh Bill in the 
Exchequer, to difcover Evidence ; That he had heard the 
South-Sea A61 mentionM, but tho* it was a Law, and there- 
fore to be tenderly us'd, he was no more convinced of the 
Juftice of that than he was of this : And that he found fron\ 
fome Paflagcs in this Debate, that becaufe we flood in 
fear of a War with the Emperor, therefore the Nation mull 
bear whatever the French ihould impofe. 
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Mr Danvers faid, * That this was a Bill of Terrors ; and 
that tho' a temporal Ad, it would be an eternal Yoke 011 
them and their Fellow Subjcdb : That fince the honourable 
Member in the Adminiftration had open'd fecret Intelligence^ 
they ihould alio know what he knew of this Matter : That 
the Emperor had depofited Jewels in Holland, as a Security 
for the Sum of 400,000 1. and that he himfelf had Money to 
lend, and he did not know any Caufe why he and other 
People might not make an advantageous Bargain, a& well at 
their Neighbours the Dutch.' To this Mr Fane * Member 
for Taunton, reply'd, * That indeed it was a Bill of Terrors^ 
and he hop'd it would prove fo to all the King's Enemies, tho 
Foes to the Peace of Great Britain 5 but that the Terror of 
our Enemies would be the Delight of our Friends j' and 
added, * That that Gentleman was miiinform'd, for the Em- 
peror had no Jewels to mortgage, but the Revenues of hia 
Hereditary Countries. 

Then the Queftibn being put, it was carry'd without any 
Divifion, that the faid Bill be committed to a Committee of 
the whole Houfe : It afterwards pais'd into a Law. 

May. 15. The King came to the Houfe of Lords,*and the 
Commons attending, his Majefly made the following Speech 
to both Houfes. 



King's Speech at 
putting an End 
to the Third 
Seffiun. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** ^ W^ H E Seafon of the Year, and the Difpatch you have 
" X given to the PublickBufinefs, make it proper for me 
^^ to put an End to this Seffion ; and I make no doubt, but 
** the Condudi and Behaviour of this Parliament, as it has 
** anfwer'd my Expedations, will be equally fatisfadlory to 
** all my good and faithful Subje6ls. 

" The Support you have given me, in enabling me (b 
** efFeftually to make good my Engagements with my Al- 
** lies, will, I perfuade myfelf, have 3ie defired Efied ; and 
" when it fhall be feen, tliat the Allies of the Treaty of Se- 
*' ville are not only determined, but in a Readinefs, to execute 
** their mutual Engagements, it is very much to be hoped, 
** that a general Pacification will be the happy Confequence 
** ofthisjuft and powerful Alliance. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I give you my Thanks in particular for the SuppUet 
** you have raifed for the Service of the current Year. It 
" is a great Satisfaftion to me, that you have had fuch a due 
" Regard for the Eafe of your Fellow-Subjedb, whofe Wel- 
'* fare and Profperity it Ihall always be my principal Care and 
^* Study to advance and promote. 

My 
• Kiti^s Coiin:il, mnd SiUfitor Gmr^tQ the Q««w. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen^ g^j^ ,. cn. m 

•* I am very glad, that, for the general SatisfiidHoii, yott *73a 
.** entered into a particular Coofideratiou of the State of the ' * ' 
** Nation ; and it is a great Happineis to fee, after fo many 
'^ unjuftand unreafonable Gamoors raifed with all poffl^le 
<' Art, Induftry, and Malice, that, upon mature Delib^iaticm 
*' and the moft folemn Debates, you were fo far from find* 
** ing any Thing worthy of Blame or Ceniure, that all Mat- 
** ters which came under your Consideration, niiet with yoiir 
'* Approbation.' 

" This muft give all Mankind a juft Deteftation of thole 
*' Incendiaries, who, from a Spirit of Envy and DiAx>ntent, 
*f continually labour, by fcandalous Libels, to alienate the 
*f Affedtions of my People, and to fill their Minds with 
«« groundlefs Jealoufies and unjuft Cbmplaints, in Difhonour 
<< of me and my Govermnent, and Define of theSenfe of 
** both Houies of Parliament. 

** But I muft rely upon your Prudence, and your Concern 
'^ for the Peace and Happinefs of your Ccmntry, to difcounte- 
** nance all fuch feditious Pradices, and to make my People 
^ fbnfi^, that thefe wicked Proceedings can have no other 
** View or &id, but to create Condon and DiftraAion 
<« among us. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly's Command, j^ ^u^uim 
prorogued the P^liament to the 14th of July : They were prorojuolL ^ 
afterwards farther prorogued to the 21ft of January. 

STEECHESmd DEBATES 

In the Fourth Session of the 

Fsrji Tarliament of King G £ o r o e II. 



o 



N the 2ift of January the King came to the Houfe Anno 4. Ceo. u^ 
of Peers, and the Conmions attending, his Majefty '^jo-ji. 
made the following Speedu 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 
V \TO\J cannot but be fenfible, that the Meafures finv King's speech at 
«* 1 merly taken, and the Conclufion of the Treaty of •^g^'*^*^-*^ 
<' Seville, have prevented and difappointed the dangerous 
f* Confequences that were fo juftly apprehended from the 
^* Tieaty of Vienna ; and we do not only fee that Union 
diflblv'd, whi^ had alarm'd all Europe, but thp Allies of 
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Anno 4. Ceo. II. a tlic Treaty of HanovcF ibengthned by the additional Powcf 
'730M. . . „ ^f jjj^ Qxt^^n of Spain. 

** This Situation of Affairs gave us a reafonable Profpefl 
** of a general Pacification, and juft Hopes of feeing thd 
** Conditions of the Treaty of Seville comply'd with, with- 
'* out the Neceifity of coming to Extremities ; and no En- 
** deavours have been wanting, conformable to my Engage- 
'< ments with my Allies, to obtain that happy End. But 
«* this defirable Event having been hitherto delayed, the 
** Treaty of Seville lays an indifpenfible Obligation upoit 
*' all the cdntraflang Patties to prepare for the Execution of 
'< it % and we mufl be in a Readinefs to perform our Party 
'^ and^ by continuing to purfue the proper Meafures, con- 
** vince our Allies, that we will faithfully fulfil our En- 
** gagements, and, as far as fhall depend upon us, procure 
** the Satisfadlion due to them, either by fuch Means as fhall 
** be moll eligible, or by fuch as fhall be found abfolutely 
« necefTary. 

** The prefent critical Conjun£lure feems in a very par- 
*' ticular Manner to deferve your Attention j and you need 
*^ not be told, with what Impatience the Refolutionimf this 
** Parliament are every where waited for and expedled. 

** I am incapable of attempting to influence your Pro- 
*' ceedings by groundlefs Fears and Apprehenfions, and 
** as incapable of amufmg yoli with vain Hope^ and Expec- 
'^ tations ; but as the Tranfa£tions, now depending in the - 
*^ feveral Courts of Europe, are upon the Point of being 
♦* determined, the great Event of Peace or War may be very 
'^ much affeded by your firfl Refolutions. The Continuance . 
*^ of that Zeal and Vigour, which you have hitherto fhewn, 
** in Support of me and my Engagements, mufl, at this Time, 
** be of the greateft Weight and Importance, both with Re- 
** gard to my Allies, who cannot think their Interefl and 
'^ the Common Caufe neglected, before the Conditions of 
** their Treaties are accompliih'd ; and with Regard to thofe, 
** who may be difpofed, before the Seafon of Aftion is 
•* come, to prevent, by an Accommodation, the fatal Con- 
** fequences of a general Rupture, which they will have 
** little Reafon to apprehend, if they find the Allies of Sc- , 
** ville not prepared to do themfelves Juftice. 

** The Plan of Operations for the Execution of the Treaty 
•* of Seville by Force, in cafe we fhall be driven to that 
«< NecefCty, is now under Confideration '; and until the Pro- . 
•* portions of the Confederate Forces, and tiie proper Dif^ 
'' pofitions for employing them, fhall be finally adjuited and . 
« agreed upon, it wiU not be eafy to determine how far the 
*• ^pcnces, ngc^ffary for the Service of the enfuing Year, 
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9* may, or may not, exceed xKe Provifxons made for the ^^i^^;'^ 
y Service of the laft Year. \_ — ^-' J 

" In the mean Time, I am pcrfuaded, you will go on 
^' to give all poflible Difpatch to the publick Bufmefs ; and 
** if it ftiall be neceflary, I fhall not fail to aflc the fkrther 
^* Advice and Affiftance of my Parliament, according to the 
^^ Circumftances of publick Affairs, and as foon as any pro^ 
*^ per Occafion ihall require it. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Qjmmons, 

** I will order the proper Eftimates to be prepared and 
'* laid before you ; and I can make no doubt, but that 
** dutiful Regard which you have always (hewn to me and 
** n>y Honour, and your jufl Concern for the true Interell 
** of your Country, will induce you to grant me the necef- 
•* fary Supplies, and enable me to make good my Engage- 
^' ments with my Allies, with that Chearfulnefs and Affec- 
** tion, which becomes a Britifh Houfe of Commons, tender 
•** and jealous of the Honour of the Crown, careful and 
f * folicitous for the Glory and Profperity of the Kingdom. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** The Time draws near, which will admit of no farther 
^* Delays. If the Tranquility of Europe can be fettled 
** without the EiFufion of Blood, or the Expence of publick 
^' Treafure, that Situation will certainly be mofl happy and 
'^ defirable : But if thftt Bleifing cannot be obtained. Honour, 
•* Juftice, and the facred Faith due to folemn Treaties, 
*' will call upon us to exert ourfelves, in procuring by Force 
*^ what cannot be had upon jufl and reafonable Terms." 

The Con^nrioris being returned to their Houfe, Mr Speaker 
reported his Majefty's Speech, and thereupon a Motion was dJ?ft*S*TiSiiM?" 
made for an Addrefs of Thanks ; and to acknowledge his 
jMajefty*s Goodnefs in endeavouring to have the Conditions 
of the Treaty of Seville fulfilled and executed, in fuch Man- 
ner as might beft fecure a general Pacification, and be con- 
formable to his Engagements with his Allies ; to declare 
(heir entire Confidence in his Majefly^s Care and Concern 
for the HcMiour and Interefls of his People ; and their pcrfedl 
Reliance upon his Wifdom and Juflice, in doing every Thing 
that fhall depend upon him, to pitKure the Satisfaction to Im 
Allies, by fuch Means as fhall be moft defirable, or abib- 
lutely neceffary ; to exprefs their firm Refolution to continue 
their utmoft Zeal and Vigour, in Support of his Majefly and 
his Engagements ; and to afTure his Majefly, that they would 
give ail pofTible Difpatch to the Publick Bufmefs, as it fhould 
from Time to Time be brought before them ; and that from 
^ dutiful Regard to his Majefly's Honour and Dignity, and 
%, juft Coi^cefu for the true Interefi of their Country, whicji 
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Arflo4. Geo. it they fliould alvirftys look up^n as iadiipenfible and infeparable 
^ lyjo-ji.^^^ Obligations, they would grant to his Majcfty fuch Supplies 
as fhould be neccflary for the Service of the enfuing Year j 
and efiedually enable his Majelly to make good his Engage- 
tnents with his Allies: And in Return to his Majefty's Good- 
nefs, in avoiding to bring any unneceflkry Burthens upon 
]ii8 People, to ^ure his Majefly, that in cafe the Circum* 
fiances of Affairs fhould oblige his Majefty to afk the farther 
Advice and Affiftance of that Houfe, they would, upon every 
Occafion, difcharge their Duty to his Majefty and thofe they 
reprefent, with that Chearfuhiefs and AfFefUou which be- 
came & Brilifh Houfe of Commons, tender and jealous of 
the Honour of the Crown^ and careful and folkitous for the 
<5k)ry of the Kingdom.' 
>ehatetbere<uu This Motion was oppos'd by Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr 
fr D. Pulteney. William Pultency, and Sir WUliam Wyndham, who were 
ir w;wym£. for leaving out moft Part of the Motion in order to make 
,the Addrefs general ; and for defiring his Majefly to take 
Care, that no War fhould be carry'd on in Flanders or upon 
the Rhine. The Arguments they oflfer'd in Support of this 
Amendment were, * That according to the ancient Parliamen- 
tary Method, all AddrcfTes were general : That our Anceflors 
never were fo complaifant as to declare their Senfe of Things, 
•till the Particulars came regularly before them : That the 
making of an Addrefs, in Terms fo particular as thofe now 
propofed, lookM like an immediate Determination of all the 
Points likely to come before them, which was in Efledl bring- 
ing the Bttfinefs of the whole Seflion into the Reiblves of one 
Day, and proceeding to determine without either Proofs or 
Reafons for fuch Determinations : That the promifing now 
to fupport his Majefly in all his Engagements, without know- 
ing what thofe Engagements were, fecm'd to be determin- 
ing, that they would fupport him before any Reafon could 
be ofFcr'd for fuch a Determination ; for no other Reafon 
could be offered, than that they were all jufl and reafonable, 
which no Man could fay before he knew what they were : 
That every Gentleman in that Houfe muft remember very 
well the great Expence of Blood and Treafure, which it had 
■cofl this Nation to reduce the exorbitant Power of France, 
which by the impolitick Meafures of former Times had been 
sllowM to rife to fuch a Height, that it b^an to threaten 
the Liberties of all Europe: That our joining with France^ 
and attacking the Emperor in Flanders, or upon the Rlunej^ 
would naturally throw Flanders, and perhaps a Part of Ger- \ 
many, into the Hands of the French ; by which that Mon- 
archy would again become terrible to Europe : That French 
' Alliances, thro' the Unfaithfulnefs of that People, and their 
inveterate Malice to us, had always proved deftrudive to the 
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Interefl: and Trade of this Nation; and the Ufe they had Anno4.^.n# 
always made of a Correfpondence with us, was to encourage \_i ~L|~iiiiJ 
arbitrary JDefigns in our Princes, "iand that therefore it had ~ "^ 

generally proved fetal for any King, or Miniftry of England, 
to enter cordially into any Friendfhip or Correfpondence with 
them : That we might learn, from the Hiflories of former 
Times, what Faith could be given to French Promifes or 
French Engagements : That even at prefent we may fee, that 
they have taken Advantage of the late precarious Situation of 
the Affairs of Europe, and of the Confidence we have repo(ed 
in them, and from thence have prefumed to dear and reftore 
the Harbour of Dunkirk, and to incroach upon our Settle* 
Oients in the Weft-Indies : That from their prefent Manage- 
ment we may judge, how much their Frieridfhip is to be 
depended on ; we may fee that we muft pay dear for an/ 
fuperficiai Favours they are pleafed to vouchfafe to us, or to 
any of our Allies : That profecuting a War eitlier in Flanders . 
or upon the Rhine, in Cbnjunftion with the French, could 
tend to nothing but the Ruin of that Balance of Power in 
Europe, which with Difficulty we had at laft eftabliih^d, 
after a ten Years bloody and expeniive War, crown'd with 
many glorious Vidtories, and attended with a moft furprizing 
Succefs : That in the prefent Conjundlure of the Affairs of 
Europe, the Balance of Power by our being beaten might 
fufier ; by our being vidorious, it would be entirely deftroy'd 
and loft perhaps for ever/ 

In Anfwcr to this. Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Wal- sjr R. wi^ic. 
pole. Lord Hervey, and Sir William Yonge, urg'd, * That LoMiierv,^** 
the making of the Addrefs in Terms fo very general, feem'd ^" w* yo«£«- 
to be fhewing a Sort of Diffidence in his Majefty^s Conduct 
and Management : That his Majefty, ever fince he came to 
the Throne, had always been fo carefid of the Interefts 
of the Nation, that no Member of the Houfe had any Rea- 
ion to harbour the leaft Suipicion of his Majefty^s Meafures : 
That as to the other Part of the Amendment relating to the 
War in Flanders or upon the Rhine, they agreed, that it 
was not for the Intercft of Europe, that any Part of thofe 
Countries fhould fall into the Hands of the French : That 
his Majefty would without doubt, according to his wonted 
Prudence, take all proper Care to prevent any fuch Confe- 
quence : And that the putting fuch Words into the Addrefs 
would look like an Encroachment upon the Prerogative of the 
Crown, and a Direding of the Operations of the future War, 
if any fhould happen, which they hoped would* not ; for that 
they had good Reafon to believe, that the Meafures already 
concerted would produce a Pacification : That the principal 
Defign of the great Alliance form'd againft the Emperor was 
to convince him, that if he did not come into the peaceable 



Mr WjikUhhj* 



ISrFulJai^. 



Ipuk. 



MeafUres propofed, he would be fo powcrrdly attacked upon 
al! Sides, that it would be impolTible for him to refiil ; which 
Defigti would be entirely f rait rated, if they Ihoald declare 
3t the Beginning, that he was not to be attacked in Flanders 
or upon the Rhone, thefc being the only two Places in whicb 
he was vulnerable ; for that in Italy he could make himfclf 
fuperior to the whole Ailiancc, fince he was already in Pof- 
fciEoii of that Country, and could pour in what Troop5 he 
pleafcd by unexpenfive Land Marches, whereby he might fill 
the whole CoEintry with his numerous Body of Horfe ; which» 
being Mailer of me open Co an try as well as of all the for- 
tify 'd Places, he might cafiiy fubfift, whilft the Troops fent 
by the Allies to attack him in Italy, in order to force him 
to a Compliance with the Terms of the Treaty of Seville, 
muil: be both tranfported, and fupported by Sea ; it being 
well known to all who underltand any Thing of the Geo- 
graphy of Italy, that it is impoflible to force a Paffage by 
Land into that Country, when it is provided with a power- 
ful and well difcipTin'd Army to oppofe the Entry of an 
JEnemy t That therefore it would be very impolitick to put 
any fach Word 5 into their Addrefs, becaufe it would perfuade 
the Emperor, that the Allies had come to a Refolution not 
to attack him in Flanders or upon the Rhine, which, by 
taking awsy all Grounds of Fear from the Court of Vienna, 
would make them perfevere in refuiiiig to enter into any 
peaceable Meafures ; whereby thofe Alliances, which had 
been procured with fo much Expence and Labour, would 
be rendered fruitlefs and of no Effeft, and confequently a 
Pacification wouid become altogether imprafticable.' 

Then another Amendment was offered by Mr Wyndham* 
Member for Sudbury, viz. That they would fupport his Ma- 
jefly's Engagemcnta, fo far as they related to the Intereft of 
Great-Britain. This Motion was feconded by Mr Pulteney 
and thofe Gentlemen who were for the firft Amendment : 
In Support thereof it was alledg^d, • That this was agree- 
able to the Aft of Settlement, whereby it is cxprcfly pro- 
vided ; ' That this Nation fliall not be obliged to enter into 

• a War for the Defence of any Dominions not belonging to 

* the Crown cf Great-Britatn : ' ' That by Virtue of this 
Aft his Majeily held the Crown of thefe Realms ; and that 
therefore every Claufe and Provlfo thereof was to be exactly 
obferv*d, except in fo far as they had been or fhould be al- 
tered by Parliament 3 and that therefore the Houfe could not 
well, by way of Addrefs, go any farther than to fay, that 
they would fupport his Majefty's Engagements, in fo far as 
they related to the Interefl of Great- Britain.' 

To this it was replied by Lord Hervey, Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, and thofe other Members^ who were for the Motion 
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► |ts at M proposed, ' That fuch an ExpreiEon in tbelr Ad- Auho 4. c» n* 
drefs would feem to itifmuate, that his Majelly had entered 
into Engagements that did not relate to the Intereils of 
Great-Britain, \v hich would be the greatell Ingratitude that 
could be imaginM towards his Majelt)^, who in all his Mea- 
sures had never ihew'd the lealt Regard to any Thing but 
tie In te reft of Great-Britain^ and the Eafe and Security of 
the People thereof, as all thofe who had the Honotir to ierve 
him could teftify, and upon their Honour declare : That 
they hoped every Member of that Houfe was convmc'd, 
that his Majelty never would enter into any Engagement 
that was not abfolutely neceiTary for procuring the Happi- 
nefs and infuring the Safety of his People, and therefore it 
was quite unneceiTary to conJine th^ Words of their Addrcfs 



• to fuch Engagements as related to the Intereft of Great- 
Britain.* Upon this Oecafioii, Mr Heathcote» Member for 
Hindon^ faid, ' That with Hefpe^ to the Prerogative, he 
did not thinkj that the giving of Advice to his Majefty 
could ever be callM an interfering with the Prerogative of the 
Crown, fince it was the proper Bufinefs of Parliament, which 
was the King^s great Council, to advife the Crown in all 
Matters of Importance ; and it was what many Parliaments 
liad done, and what they were always obliged to do : That 
the ading againil the Emperor, in Flanders or apon th^ 
Rhine, was abfolutely deflrudtive to the Intereft of England, 
and inconriftent with that Political Maxim of maintaining a 
Balance of Power in Europe, as had been acknowledged by 
all the Gendemcn who had fpoke in the Debate ; therefore 
he thought he had good Reafon to believe, that no Minifter 
would dare to advife his Majelty to concur in fuch a. Mea- 
iurc ; for wiiich Reafon there was no need of advifing his 
Majefty againil a Meafure, which it could not be fuppoied he 
would take : That in oi^der to procure the long wi0i'd-fbr 
Peace, it was neceifary to convince the World, that they 
would join heartily with his Majefty in all proper Meafurea 
ioT that End, which they could not more effe£biaily do, than 
by ftiewing an Unanimity in their Refolves at the Beginning 
of the Seiiion of Parliament : That fuch an Unanimity would 
certainly have its Weight Abroad, it would encourage our Al- 
lies, it would terrify our Enemies, and make both attentive 
to fuch Pnopofals as his Majefty ihouJd think proper to make 
to them I and it would tclHly to the World their Zeal for 
t}ic Support of the prefent happy Ellabliftiment : That for 
his Part, he look'd upon aH AddreiTes to be in their own 
Nature general, and that no Words whkh Could be put into 
an Addrefs could any Ways iniiuence the future Kefobtions 
^L of Parliament ; He looked upon thera only as Words of 
H Coitrfe^ and no more Obligatory than the penal Words of a 

HL - 



MrEoflu^Mt 



sir J. Jckylk 



k 



An AMtfik n-^ 
ibSv'.l iju, ajitl pre- 




( 7^ ) 
Bond J which every one knows obliges tlie Debtor to the Pay^ 
ment of nothing more than the principal Sum bon:ow*d, 
wich Intereft and Cbfls of Suit : That the declaring in the 
Addrefs, that they would fupport the King's Engagements, 
mcceiTarily jmpOes that fuch Engagements do relate to the 
Interefl of England ; and if afterwards it ihould appear, 
that any one of them did not, he would not at all think 
hmMf obliged by the general Words of the Addrefs to ap- 
prove of, or fupport any fuch Engagement : That he be- 
lievM he ihould vote for an Addrefs m the Terms as at firft 
propofed, but that his Voting in that way might not be con- 
firued fo as to anticipate his AfTent to any Thing thereafter 
Jjropofedt he thought it proper to declare. That by fnpport- 
ing his MajeJty^s Engage men ts, he neither meant to agree to 
the contmuing of the Heifians in the Pay of Great-Britain i 
BOr to approve of fubmitting tamely to the Depredations of 
the Spaniatdsj nor of allowing them to blockade Gibraltar ; 
nor cfid he approve of fubmitting paffi vcly to the Incroach- 
ments of the French in the WelMndies j or to the Open- 
ing the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk ; nor would he from 
thence thmk himfelf obliged to approve of any Meafure, 
which he fliould not at the Time of propofing think expe- 
dient, and confiftent with the real and true Intercft of Great- 
Britain : That by afluring his Majefty, that the Houfe would 
fuppOit his EfTgagementSj he meant to fupport no other En- 
gagements, than fuch as the Houfe ihould judge to be for 
the Advantage of the Nation r That for his Pait, he was very 
fure that his Majei!y wo aid enter into none but fuch as were 
(b ; and if it fliould appear that any other Sort of Engage- 
ment had been entered intij, he would take it to be an En- 
gagement of the Miniflpr's, and not an Engagement of the 
King's ; and confe<|uently that the Words of the Addrefs 
did not oblige the Houfe, or aiiy Member of the Houfe, 
to fupport the fame in any Manner of Way, Por thefe 
Reafons, he was of Opinion, That the Addrefs ojght to be in 
the Terms firft propofed*' Sir Jofqih Jekyll and feveral other 
Members declaring chat they undei flood Addreifes in the 
ibme Manner, the Quei^on was put, and it pafTed without 
a Diviiion, to addrefs his M-ijefty in the Terms firlt propofed 
#fthout any Amendment, 

Hereupon a Committee was appointed to draw up an 
Addrefs accordingly, and the fime being drawn up^ and re- 
ported next Day to the Houfe, was agreed to, and pn 
fen ted iq liis MajeHy by the whole Houfe as follows : 

Moft gr^ciouF Sovereign J 
' \}[/^ ^^"^ M.ijefty's moil dutiful and loyal Subjeds, the 
* Vy CommoiM of Great Britiiin in Parliament aflem- 
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* bW> beg Leave to return our fincere Thaiis for yowt Ma- Ani»4* oeo. it 
f jefy's moft gracious Speech from the Throne. ^7^01^- 

* We cannot but in Gratitude acknowledge yourMajefty*s 

* Goodnefsy in endeavouring to have the Conditions of the 
» Treaty of Seville fulfilled and executed in fuch Manner as 
^ might beft fecure a general Pacification, and be conformable^ 
5 to your Engagements with your Allies. 

* And out of a juft Scnfe of the Bleflings we enjoy, we 

* think it our Duty to declare our entire Confidence in your 

* Royal Care and Concern for the Honour and Intereft of 

* your People, and our pnerfed Reliance upon your Majefty's 

* Wifdom and Juftice, in doing every Thing that fhall de-: 
^ pend upon you to procure the Satisfadion due to your Al- 
' lies, by fuch Means as fhall be the moft defirable ; or, if they 

* prove ineffedual, by fuch as fhall be abfolutely necdlary. 

* We are firmly refolvedto continue our utmoft Zeal and 

* Vigour in Support of your Majefty and your Engagements 1 
' efteeming this the 1^ Part of our Duty, when 'we con- 

* fider, that thofe Engagements are the Efied of your Vigi- 

* lance for the Welfare of your Subjcdls. 

* We afTurc your Majefty, that wc will give all poffible 

* Difpatch to the Publidc Bufinefs as it fhall from Time to 

* Time be brought before us: That as your People feel the 

* Happinefs of your Reign, fo your Majefly may feel the 
' Eafe of it. And from a dutiful Regard to your Honour 

* and Dignity, and a juft Concern for the true Intereft of our 
' Country, which we fhall always look upon as indifpenfible' 
' and infeparable Obligations, we have the greateft Satis- 

* fadlion in affuring your Majefly, that we will, with all 
' Chearfulnefs, grant fuch Supplies as fhall be neceflary for 

* the Service ofthe enfuing Year j and effedually enable your 
f Majefty to make good your Engagements ^ith your Allies. 

* Your Majefty 's Goodnefs to your People is very appa- 
' rent in your avoiding to bring any unnecefiTary Burthens 
' upon them : And it is the leaft Return we can make for it» 

* to affure your Majefly, That in cafe the Circumflances of 

* Fublick Affairs fhall oblige you to ask the farther Advice 
' and Aflifbmce of your mthful Commons, we will, upon 

* every Occafion, difcharge our Duty to your Majefly and 

* thofe we reprrfent, with that Chearfulnefs and AfFedlion 
' which become a Britifh Houfe of Commons, tender and 
^ jealous for the Honour of the Crown, careful and folicitous, 

* for the Glory and Profpcrity of the Kingdom. 
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To this his Majefly rctum'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Return you my hearty Thanks for this dutiful and tkp KinR^ An- 
loyal Addrefs. The Zeal and AiFeAion you exprefs '^-'^^««««' 
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KAnojt, c^. IT- " for me, a^d the Aflkrances you have given me or enabling 
t7wii' . 4, ^g ^^ ^j^j^g g^ ^^ Eogagemcnts with my Allies, will^, 
= I am perfuadcd, have a very good Effed at this critical and 
^ important ConjimftoTc, 



from fitting in 



t conc«n- 
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fthrmry I. The Houfc ordered, ^ That Leave be given ta 
bring in a Bill, for making more effectual the Laws in Bein^ 
for difabUng Perfons, from being chofen Members of, or fit- 
ting or voting in the Houfe of Commons, who have any 
Penfion during Pleafuie, or for any Number of Vcars, or any 
OfHce held in Truft for them. 

Fsh^ 2. In purfnance of the above Order a Bill was accord- 
ingly brought in, which was read the iirft Time, and ordered 
to be read a fccond Time. 

Fch. 3, The Houfe, in a Grand Committee on the Supply^ 
confiderMof the Eilimate of the Charge of the HeiTian Trtjops ; 
upon \Vhich there enfued a warm Debate. The Country-Party 
were againll contimiing thoie Troops in our Pay, becaufe 
they apprehended that they could not be of any Service to Great 
Britain, fof as we were furrounded by the Sea, our Fleet waa 
our only real and proper Security ; and therefore we had no 
Ufe for the maintaining of Standing Armies either at Home 
or Abroad, more particularly at a Time of pcrfed Tran- 
quility : They alledg'd, ' That if the Apprehenfion of a War 
being fpecdily to break out ihould be made an Argument for 
keeping Foreign Troops in our Pay, we could never be with- 
out them; for Europe never was, nor ever could be in fucit 
Cireumllances, as that it could be fa id, there was no Reafoa 
for having any Apprebenfioii of a War : That many Ware 
might happen upon the Continent with which we had no-, 
thing to do ; and if we ihould at any Time have the Misfortune; 
of being involved in any War, it was then time enottgh ta 
take Foreign Troops into our Pay, but 'till then there wras no 
KeceiTity for it, for we fhoufd always find Troops enough ia 
Europe to hire J whenever we Jiad Occafion for them : That 
therefore the keeping of fuch Troops in Pay atprefent, when 
we had no Occafion for them, was a WaJling of the publkk 
Money, which every Man, who has any Regard to the Inte^ 
rell and Welfare of his Native Country, ought to prevent as, 
far as lies in his Power.* To this it was aftfwer'd by the 
Courtiers, ' That tho^ we were disjoined hy th^ca from tho 
Continent of Europe, yet as long as we ha<^ny Trade oit 
Communication with any of the Countries upon the Con- 
tinent, wc could not help being invoiv'd in fame of their 
Quarrels, as well as having Quarrcis of our own with fome 
of them : That by Means of our Influence upon the Affairs 
of the Continent we had got a great many Advantages it| 
Trade^ and in Qi^t to maint;u^ thofe Advanges we had got^ 
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T,^ ,T^ere obliged from Time to Time to interfere in the Quar- 
rels among Foreign Princes : That fome of the Comitries of 
Europe had fo little Communication with the Sea, that they 
were cntirel5^ out of the Reach of our Fleet* and therefore, 
in cafe they laid the Trade of our Subjcfb in their Domini- 
pas under any Hardfhips or'Inconveniencies, or offbr'd tis 
any other Injury or Indignity, we had no other way of Righting 
or Revenging ourfelviesj but by getting fome of their powerful 
Neighbours and Rivals upon the Continent to engage in our 
Quarrel, which we could never procure without engaging iit 
fome of theirs : That this Confideratjon firfl brought on the 
Treaty of Hanover, and obliged us to take the Heffian Troops 
into our Pay : That fuch Meafures prevented the fatal EfFe& 
of the Treaty of Vienna between the Emperor and Spain, 
and at laft brought about the Treaty of Seville^ by which 
Spain was efFeftuaUy difunited from the Emperor ; but that 
in order to do this* ive vxere obliged to enter into ibme new 
Engagement? with Spain, by which we had bound ourfelves 
to fee 6000 Spanilh Troops introdoc*dinto Italy, to fecure 
the eventual Succeffion of the Iniante Don Caxlos to the 
Butchies of Tufcany, Parma and Placentia: That the Em- 
peror not only refufed to cfbnfent amicably to the Introduftion 
of thofe Spanifh Troops, but had filPd Italy wirh his Tnoops, 
iu order to repel the Spaniards by Force, in cafe we and our 
Allies offer*d to introduce them without his Confent : That 
v?e had already feen the good Effeds of having thofe Heffian 
Troops in our Fay j and the Continuance of them might pro- 
bably have fuch an Influence upon the Emperor, as at laft to 
induce him to agree to reafonable Terms j whereas, if wc 
ihould now difmifs them^ it would free the Emperor from alt 
Fears of being attacked upon that Side : That thereupon he 
would become more obftinate, and his Obftinacy would certain- 
ly involve Europe iif a general War, which would coil us a 
great niany Millions i fo that they could not but look upoa 
difmi fling the Heffian Troops ^ at this TimCj as a very unrea- 
son able and foolifh Piece of Thrift, bccaufe we thereby run 
the great Risk ofloftng Millions, for the Sake of faving a 
Year's Subfidy TD thofe Troops,' Then theQuefUon being put. 
It was refoVdj That 241,459 L is. 3d. be granted to his 
Majetly, for defraying the Expence of 1 2,000 HefTians taken 
into his Majefty'sPay, for the Service of the Year 1 731 . 

Fifk 6. A Petition of the Mercharits and other Traders 
of the City of BrsM, trading to his Majefty's Colonies in 
America, was prefent^d to die Houfe, complaining of the JJ^^'^^^f^^ 
great Interruptions of rhcir Trade to the faid Colonies, and sptrvHh Qc^t^^ 
the Depredations of the Spaniards far fcveral Years paft 1 ^ "' 
who, notwithKandtng the Refolutions of that Houfe, 
[4V^ Fa^i 44>] and hh Majefty*s Endeavours to obmtv fot 
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his Subjects juH and jreafonable Sadsfedion, ftill contintied 
their Depredations, and had lateljr taken and plundered feve- 
ral Ships and Veffds belonging to Briftol and other Britifli 
Ports, and had treated fuch as had fallen into their Hands 
in a vtry barbarous and cruel Manner, and therefore praying 
die Confideration of the Houfe, and fuch timely and adequate 
Remedy as to the Houfe fhould feem fit. 

J^'corSjnfiS"«f Thh Petition was referred to a Committee of the whole 

the ^hd= Hfluic. Houfe. 

S^^^hS'"tr/£s ^^^' *^' TheHoiife refolv*d itfelf again into a Commit- 
». &t|"wiJfcn- tee of the whole Houfcj to confider farther of £he Supply 
granted to his Majefty, when a Ikbate arofe about the Subii- 
dy payable to the Duke of Wolfenbuttel The Country-Party 
iniilted that all thofe Subfidi^ were of no Service to 
Great Britain ; and that they were paid only for the feke 
cjf protcding his Majefty' s Foreign Ooniinions^ which was 
contrary to die foUowing Claufe in the A6t of Settlement 5 
viz. * That in cafe the Crown fhall come to any Perfon not 
' a Nati\^ of England, this Nation IhaU not be obliged to 3 
* War in Defence of Dominions not belonging to this Crown,' 
To this the Courtiers anfwer'd, * That all the Quarrel \vq 
had with the Empecor was upon account of the Intereft 
and Trade of England, and not at all on account of any of hi* 
Maj eUy's Foreign Dominions ; fo thai if they fhould be in- 
volve in a War, it woulcl be fo far from involving Great 
Britain in any War upon account of them, that the Cafe 
would be direclly the contrary ; they would be involved in 
a War for Defence of the Trade and Commerce of G reat- 
Erttain : That fmce we had a Quarrel with the Emperor, 
who was a very powerful Prince upon the Continent, we had 
no Way of Revenging this Quarrel, but by engaging as many 
Princes upon the Contineut as we could on our Side ; and that; 
therefore it was neceflkry to continue thofe Sublidics till we 
could bring the Emperor to our Terms.' Then the Quefboa 
being putp the Committee likewife agreed to the continuing 
oftms Subfidy, and refolv'd, that the Sum of?5,oooL be 
granted to his Majefty, for one Y earl's Subfidy to the Duke 
of Br unf wick Lunenb u rgh Wo Ifen b u ttel . " 

F^6. 1 1 . Two Petitions were prefented to the Houfe, 
from the Quarter-Seflions of the Peace held for the Eail and 
North Ridings of Yorkftiire, complaining, * That the oblig- 
ing Gran d-Jury- Men, at the Seffions of the Peace, to make 
their Prefoncments in a Language, which few of them un-i 
derftood ; and the fuiFering in any of the Proceedings of the 
Courts of Juftice, or in any of the Tranfa£tions of the Law, 
whereby the Perfon or Property of the Subjedl may be affea^ 
ed, the Ufe of a Language not intelligible and of a Ch; 
rafter not legiblej but by the Lcamed in the Iaw, wei 
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great OccaHoiis of the Delay of Juliice, and gave Rcom fo 
moil dangerous Frauds : That Special Pleadings, hj th(?ir In- 
tricacy unci DilatorinffSj rendered the Profecutioji of the 
Rights of the Sutyetft difficuit ^nd cxpenfivc : That the 
Jlccovery of fmall Debts, as the Lzw then itood, was mi- 
praflidbfe, and tlic Number of Attoraies exceiHve'j and 
praying the Houfe to take thcfe Grievances into ir-"-^-^---^ 
tion, and to give fuch Remedy aa to the Houi- ii 

metft.' Thefc Petitions were ordered ta be referr d'xo a L cm- 
mi rtee. 

FeL 1 7, I'he PcR^oo-BlU was read the third Time and 
pafsM ; and Mr Sandys was ordefd to carry it to the Lords 
and defirt* their Concurrence ; Eat tlieir Lordilifps rejected 
It on the fccond Reading, 

Ffh. 23 A Petition of feveral Merchnntif, Platstera and 
others, trading to and interefted in his Mr.jefty*s Sug^r Colo- 
nies in America, was prcfeoted to the Houfe in behalf of 
themftlvcs and many others, complaining. That divers of his 
Majeily's Subje^s, refiding within his Donrijiions in America, 
and elfewliere, had of late Years carried on a Trade to rl^e 
foreign Sugar-Colonies in America, from whence they were 
fupplied with Sugar, Rum, Moloifcs, and their other Pro- 
du^iom, inftead of thofe from onr ov.ti Colonies, as weJl as 
ivith Foreign European Goods and MiLnuitidjres, contrary 
to tlie Intention of the Laws m Being, and the Treaty nr^d^ 
with France in 1 636 ; and as that new Method of Trade 
cncreafed and enriched the Colonies of oilier Nations, fo it 
was injarious to che Trade of this Kingdom, and greatly 
Impoverilhed the Britlfh Sugar- Colonics ; and therefore the 
Petitioners prayed the ConCderation of the Houfe, and fuch 
l^elicf as the Houfe ihould think fit. This Petition was re- 
ferred to the Confideration of a Committee. 

FfB, 2;. A Petition of the Corporation of Liverpool, and 
sifo of the Merchants trading from that Port to his Msije* 
fty's Colonies in the Weft- Indies, was prcfcnted to the Houfe 
and read ; complaining of their SyflFenngs by the continutd 
JDepredations of the Spaniards, who had treated fuch as had 
fallen into their Hand* 10 a very barkirous and cruel Man- 
nerj and praying the Confidcradon of the Houft% and iuch 
Redrcfs ns the Houfe ihould think f.tz This Petition was re- 
ferred to n Cominhtee of the whole Floufe, 

Marth 3* The Pcnfion^Bill having been, on the Dny bc- 
jbre, rtjeded by the Lords on the ft cord Reading thereof, 
a Motion %va? made by Mr Sandy?, That a Ct-nnimttee be 
appointed to inquire whether any Member of the Houfe h.id 
^IJrtdty or indi redly i.ny Penfions during Plcafare, or for 
uny Number of Veajf, or any Oft ices from the Crou a h olden 
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Penlion-Bill had met with no Oppofition in the Haufc of 
Commons, yet this Motion was vigoroufly opposed by the 
Courtiers i and the Qiieliion being put on Mr Sandys's Mo- 
tioD, it was carried in the Negative by 206 again ft 143. 

Mani^ 4. A Motion was inade^ and the Quell ion put^ 
Thai leave be given to bring in a Bill, Tq pre^veni the l^ranfla- 
tion cf Bljhaps i which occafion'd a Debate, In Support of 
the Motion it was urg'd, * That fuch a Bill was neccilary to 
prevent a too great Dependence of that Part of the Legifla* 
ture upon the Crown.' To this the Courtiers anfwcr*dg 
* That fuch a Law would be a great Incroachment upon the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and an Injury to the Rights of 
the CTcrgy, * Then the Queilion being put on the Motion, 
it paft!ed in the Negative. This Motion w^s generally fup- 
pos'd to be owing to a remarkable Speech having been made, 
in thcHoufe of Lords, againlt the Pcnfwn-Bill, by Dr S^^ 

Bifhop of B r, the Day before, and to the Unanimity 

which appeared in the reverend Bench in their Opppfitioii 
to that BiU. 

The fame Day Sir George Saville, Bart. Member for 
Yorkiliire, prefented to the Houfe, a Bill to enaft. That all 
Proceedings in Courts of Jullice fiiould be in Euglifli, which 
was read the firit Time, and orderM to be read a fecond 
Time, and like wife to be prin ted . 

While this Bill was depending in the Houfe, great Oppo- 
fition was made to it, and the principal Arguments infdled 
on .were, * That if the Language and Writing of the Law 
Ihouid fae altered, and made according to the modem Way 
of Speaking and Writing, no one would c^^r be at the 
Fains to ftudy that ancient Language and Writing, which 
jnolt of our old valuable Records are wrote in, fo that the 
Ufe of them would in a few Years be entirely loft ; That 
the Method of dillributing Juftice was now eflabllihed ac- 
cording to a moft con dfe and regular Form, which muft 
be cndrcly alter'^d, if the Language and Methods of Pleading 
ihould be changed : That this would neccflarily produce fuch 
a Confufion, that it would coft many Years painful and 
troubleforac Application, before the new Forms could be 
fetded in a certain and regular Courfe of Proceedings 1 fa 
that the making of thofe AlEerations would occafion greater 
Delay of Juftice ; give more Room to dangerous Prauds j 
render the Profecution of the Rights of the Subjed more 
difEcuIt and expenfive ; the Recovery of fmall Debts mam 
impraAicabie ; and the Number of Attornies more exceffive 
than heretofore*^ To thefe Objcdions it was anfwer'd by the 
Advocates for the Bill* * That tha' both the Language and 
Writing of the Law fhoidd be altered, there would be no Dan- 
ger of lofiog the Ufe of our aaciem Recordi j becaufe, as long 
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as we Bave any fuch, there always will be Tome Meu, who either 
out of Coriofity, or for the fake of Gain, will make it their 
Buiinefs to underfland both the Language and Charaaer in 
which they are wrote, in the fame Manner as we find among 
Ks now feveral Gentlemenj who make k tlieir Bufmefs lo learn 
td anderftand the Language and Char:;der of Majiufcripts^ 
much ancienter than any of our Records : That a very few 
of fuch Law-Aniiquaj-ians will fuHice, confidering the JittJe 
Occafion we have in any Law Pioccedings to have Keconrfe 
to any very ancient Records ; and that when they are macle 
ufe of, they often do more Harm than Good ; it being ne- 
cei^ry for every Nation to have priva.te Property determined. 

»»nd afcertained by a continued PoflefTion for a moderate 
Term of Years.' And as to the Set-Forms of the Law, it 
m^^ ailedg'dj • That we had already too many of them^ and 
that they were of Opinion that nothing fo much perpkx'^d 
and retarded the Proceedings of the Courts of J nit ice, as a 
too nice Obfervance of the eftabiiihM Forms ; That fuch 
Forms are generally brought, for the fake of new FceSj to 
fuch a Balk by the Law)'ers of all Countries, that every^ 
Countrj'^ have found it nccefiary from Time to Time to cur- 
tail and abridge them : That JulHce was generally the 
moft fpeedily, and ihe moil impartially, diilributed in thofe 
Places where the fewell Forms were obferv'd : That there- 
fore they thought the Deflru^ion of our Law-Forms lA-aa a 
good Aigument for the Bill, inllead of being one agairiflr 
it; becaufe it would take up a coniiderahle Time, before 
the Lavv)^ers could again perplex the Courfe of Jullicej %vi|Ji 
a Number of ufelefs Fonns and Ceremonies.' 

This BUI afterwards pafsM both Houfes, and obtained the 
Royal Aflent, notwithiknding the Oppofition of the whole 
Sody of the Lawyers, 

Marc^ 5. The Houfe, in a Grand Committee, copfider'd ^^.^^^^^, 
ef the Petitions of the Merchants of Briitet and Liverpool, tet*canGderof 
relating to the Depredations of the Spaniards: And after ^tS^BhSd'^wid 
hearing Council for the Petitioners, and examining feveral J|J^;neLf^4't# 
Captains and Owners of Ships, who gave an Account of a the spjnifh ot- 
veiy great Number of Britiih Ships, taken or plundered by ^"^^''*"*" 
the Spaniards, wltjiout any Juft Pretence of their having been 
carrying on any contraband I'rade with any of tht Spa- 
nilh Dominions, came to the following Refolutions, viz, 
I, That the Petitioners had fally proved and made good 
the Allegations of their Petition. IL That an humble Ad- 
drefs be prcfented to his Majeily, that he would be grad- 
oufly pleafed to continue his Endeavours to prevent the De- 
predations of the Spaniards for the future ; to procure full 
SatisfaQuon for the Damages then fuftain*d 1 and to fecure to 
the Britiih Subjects the fuU and imi^termpttKl Exercife of 
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their Trade and Navsgitiou to and from the EritiJh Colonics 
in America. Thefe Kefoluuons being reported were ngreed 
to by the Houfc, 

Then a. Motion was midc for the following Amendment 
to, the above Addrefsj viz. Jnd to pracure a fuU, prompt 
end /p££dy Si^thfaSian ; on which there was a long IJe bate- 
Thole who were for tlie Motion infiftcd, * That it was 
the Bnfmefs of Parliament to protc^, or take Care that the 
Subjefts Ihould be protected from all Lijuries and Wrongs 
both at Home and Abroad ; and that the Cafe before them 
was an Injury of fo high a Nature, that it required not only- 
a full, but a prompt and fpeedy, Redrefs. The Courtiers 
hereupon endeavoured to ftiew, ' That the Adding thofe 
Words would look as if the Houle had a. Diffidence m his 
MajelVs Condiid and Concern for the Good of hi^ Sub- 
jects : At laft the Qaeftion being put it was carried againfl: 
Adding thofe Words, by 207 agairilVi55. 

M^rch 22. Upon the Report of the Committee, to whom ! 
the Petition of the Merchants trading to, and intereited in, 
his Majelly's Sugiir-Colonies in America had been referred, 
a Bill was order d to be brought in for better fccuring and 
encouraging the Trade of thofe Colonies. ; 

March 26. The faid Bill was prefented to the Houfe by 
Sir John Rulhoutj Bart. Member for Evefiiam, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Jpril 3, A Pctiilon of Francis Wilks, Agent fcr Mafla- 
chuiet's-Eiiy, and for Connecticut in New-England, againft: 
the fatd Bill, was prefented and readj and referred to the 
above Committee. * 

April 14. The Sugar-Colony Bil! was read the third Time, 
and p-vfsM ; But was afterwards dropt in the Houfe of Lords. 

JprH 30, A Motion was made, and the 'Quefiion put. 
Thai an hujnble Addjefs be prefented to tjefire his Ma- 
jefty. That he will be gracioufly pleafed, for the E:ifc of hza 
' Subjefls of this Kingdom^ to give Orders for difcharging the 
12,000 Men of the Troops of die Landgrave of HcfTe- 
CafTcl, then in the Pay of his Majelly as King of Great 
Britain : But after fome Debate, it paifed in the Negative. 

Muy 5. It was refolvM, That an humble Addrefs be pre-. 
fented to his Mnjcfty, That he will be gracioufly ple.ifed to 
give Direftions to the Com million ers for Trade and Planta- 
tions, to prepare a Reprefcntadon to be laid before the 
Houie, in the next Sefllon of Parliament, of the State of Ids 
Majetty's Colonies and Plantations in America, with lefpeft 
to any Laws made, Manura^lures fet up, and Trade carried 
on there, which may affed tiie Trade, Navigation and Ma* 
nufadiures of this Kn gJom. 

Thei|^ 




I 



( «s ) 

Then a Motton was made, and the Queftlon put^ That 
4n humble Addrefs be prefented to his Maje%, That he 
will be gradoafly pleafed to give fuch Orders aod Inftruc- Motion for a f«* 
lions to ttiG feveral Governors of his Colonies and Plantations ^^J^u*^^^;"^ 
in America, as his Majelly iliall think mod proper, to pre- 
vent the fetting up» or to difcourage the Improvement in, 
any of the Taid Ojlonies, of Woolen, Linnen, Iron, and 
other Manuf^ftares, which may interfere with, and be pre- 
judicial to the Manuiaduies of this Kingdom : Eut it pafsM 
in the Negative. 

Msy 6. The above Addrefs was prefented to the King ; thc iticiR»s An* 
to which Im MajeiV return^ for AnlWer, « That he would A^lr'^''^ 
** give Biredions accordingly," 

May 7, A Motion was niade, and the QuefHon put. That M*'J^f*>"for^n^t^ 
an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majclty, That he thcExpartiajLi 
will be pleafed to give Orders, that the proper Officers do iTS^rcJi*- 
prepire an Account to be laid before that Hoofe, in the ™**" 
next Seilion of Parliament, of the Value of the Exports and 
Imports between this Kingdom and his Majefly's Plantatioiii 
in ^\merlca, and all foreign Countries, from Chrillraas ijzo 
to Chriflmas 1730, dilUnguiihing each Year, in each Plan- 
tation or foreign Countty : But the QueHion being put, k 
pafTed in the Negative, 

The fame Day the King cune to die Houfe of Peers, and 
the Commons being come thither, his Majefty mad« the fol^ 
lowing Speech: 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** JT is a great Pleafure to me, that, at the Clofe of this J^f^^^^'^^ 
** X Seffion of Parliament^ I am able to acquaint you, that iii»f^*ti* 
*' the Hope5 I had conceived and given you, of feeing very 
** fuddcnly a happy Period put to die Troubles and Dif- 
** orders which had been fo long apprehended, are now, 
*i by fhe Treaty figned at Vienna, anfiver^d and accom- 
*' pliftiM. 

•♦ A Pro}e£l of a Convention bet^vtxt the Fmperor and 
** the Maritime Powen, for accommodating the DifiTerences 
*' and Difputes that were fubfillvng, haviiig been formed, 
*' the Treaty is concluded and ligned by me and the Em- 
*' peror ; and is now under the Confideration of the State) 
*' General, the Fonns of that GovernmeiiE not admitting a 
** previous Concert in a Negotiation of this Nature : And, 

as this Treaty principally regai Js the Execution of tha 
** Treaty of Seville, it islikewife commuijjcated to theCourti 

of France and Spain, as Parries to the Treaty of Seville ; 

And 1 have jull received Advice, that the Ratificadoni 
*' between me and the Emperor are exchanged, 

*' The (^Oi^d*tioai and Ejigagomcnts, vi^ich 1 have entered 
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into upon this Occaliofi? arc agreeable to tHat neceflkry 
Concern, which this Nation muJl always have for the Se- 
curity and Prcfervation of the Balance of Power in Europe: 
And as the uncertain and violent State of Affain, to which 
Europe was reduced, and the Miichicfs of an immediate 
general War, which began to be thought unavoidable, 
are now remored ; this happy Turn duly improved, with 
a. jufi Regard to our fonner Alliances which it flmll be 
my Cire to prcfervc, gives us a favoarable Profpcft of 
feeing the Puhlick Tranquility rc-cftablifhcd- 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Cbrn'mons, 
" 1 return you my Thanks for the cffe^ud Supplies, which 
you have granted me for the Service of the prefcnt Year, 
and for the proper Birpofition you have made of the Pub- 
IJck Funds, towards leflTcning and difcharging the National 
rfebt 1 The remarkable Difpatch and Unanimity which 
you have ihewn, at this critical Conjunfture, has added 
very much to the Credit and Weight of your Proceedings ; 
and you fhall iind as great a Readinefs on my part to eafe 
the Burthens of my People^ as foon as the Circumilances 
and Situation of Affairs will admit of it, as you have 
fhcwn to raife the Supplies ncceffary for the Service of the 
Publick. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** I hope at your Return into the Country, yott will find 
all Attempts to raife a Spirit of Difcontent among my Peo- 
ple, hy unjuit Clamours and Mifreprefentations, vain and 
ineffcftual All malicious Infinuations to the Prejudice of 
my Meafures mui!: fiirely vanifh, when it thall appear 
that my iirft and principal Care has been for the Intcreft 
and Honour of this Kingdom. Let it be your Endeavour 
to remove aU groundleis Jealouiies and Apprehcniions, 
that the Satis&dtion of this Nation may be as general, as 
It 13 my eamell Defire that their Happinefs may be ; let 
all my People, let all Orders of Men enjoy, quietly and 
unenvkd, the Rights, PriWIeges, and Indulgences^ 
which by Law they^ are in titled to ; let no Innovationi 
djiturb any Part of my Subjeds in the Pofieffion of their 
legal Property ; let all that are zealous in the Support of 
me and my Government partake m common the Benelita 
of the prefent happy Eflablifhment ; aiid let yoar Good- 
will to one another be as exteniive as my Proteiflion, which, 
all my good and faithful Sufcje<5b have an equal Eight to, 
and may equally depend upon/* 



*»% i^ikment Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament ta 
the 27th of July : They were afterwards farther prorogued 
to the I jth of Jantiaiy. 
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N the 13th of Januajy, the Parliament being met Anufi^^cso.iL 
in purfuance of their laft Prorogation, his Majejly r ''^*"^*- 
made die foOowing Speecli to both Houfes, 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is a great Pleafure to me, tlmt I am able to acquaint King^i speetii at 
you, that the Expedations which I have l>om Time Slil''^^'^ 
\*^ to Time given you, of feeing the general Tranquility of 
Europe rellored and eflabJifhed, are now fully anfweiM. 
** The Share of Credit and Influence, which the Crown of 
*' Great-Britain has had in bringing about this difficult and 
*^ defimble Work, and which r^ounds fo much to the Ho- 
*' nour and Intcreft of this Nation ; as it is univcrlally con ^ 
** fefled Abroad, will, I am conhdent, be agreeable to ray 
** People, and acknowledged with Gratitude by you, 

** It is well known, that from the Time of concluding 
*' the Quadruple Alliance, the federal Courts of Europe 
«* have been employed in finding Means to execute what 
^ ** the principal Powers had agreed to, for the Saccefliou of 
** Tdcany and Parma, in favour of an Infant of Spain ; 
•* but the various jarring and contending Interefts, hard to 
" be reconciled and united in effeftuating a Point of fo much 
** Importance ; die extended Views ajid Hopes of obtaining 
** on every Side farther Advantages ; and the natuial Jea- 
. ** louiles and Diilrafts arifing among the feveral Powers con- 
** ccmed, from fuch oppofite Principles and Purpofes, had 
'* kept in Sufpence and unexecuted, what die Court of 
" Spain had very much at H^rt ; and occafioned fuch 
I •* Troubles and Difturbances, as anbarrafTed the Affiurs of 
** Europe for many Years, and particularly aifeflcd dxc In* 
** tejelb of this Nation. 

You have from Time to Time been informed of the 
*' diflfercnt Meafares and Negotiations^ that have on all 
" Sides been carrying on during this long unfetded State of 
** Affairs ; and you have enabled me to perfevere in main- 
taining the Rights and PolteiTions of this Kingdom^ and 
** in preferving the Peace and Balance of Europe. 

•* The Preliminary Articles and the fubfequent Tranfac- 
^^ " tions thereupon not anfwering the Expe^tions of the 
^m ** Court of Spain, and creating a Coolnefe and Di ffaris^^on 
^P ** aiODDg the contra^Ung Parties of the £jft Treaiy of Vien- 
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nft, laid the Foundation of the Treaty of Seville, tinf 
'* thereby iJiflblved that Union, which had mifed fo many 
" Apprehenfions, and fb long alarmed the World, 

" The Execution of the Treaty of Seville ^vas th? great 
*^ Diihculty that fHU remained ; and this, unfunnoun table 
** as it waa thought, I have by your Support, and by the 
** Confidence you repofed in me, been able to overcome by 
** jull and honoorable Treaties, without coming to Exrremi- 
** tics J and without the Hazard and Expence of a general 
** RupturCj or kindling a War in any Part of Europe. 

" Parma and Placentia are now in the at>ual Pofeflion of 
'* the Infant Don Carlos ; the {tx thoufand Spaniards are 
'* quietly admitted and quartered in the Dutchy of Tufcany, 
" to fecure, by the exprefs Confent and j'igreement of the 
" Great Duke, the Reverfion of his Dominions ; and a Fa- 
■' mi ly- Convention is made between the Courts of Spain and 
" Tuicany^ for preferving Peace and Friend fhip between 
•' thofe two Houfesj during the Life of the Great Duke, 

'* For perfecting and hnifhing this tedious Work, con- 
** duded chroygh a Series of infinite Changes and VicifH- 
•' t tides, and incumbered with all the different Views of In- 
*' terell and Ambition, 1 concluded the late Treaty of Yi- 
*' cnna ; wherein I have entered into no Engagements contra- 
*' ry to former Treaties, or tending either to aggrandize or 
" reduce the Power or Weight of any Potentate, calculated 
** purely for preferving a due Balance, and to avoid fuch 
"' Confufion, as new Changes and Convulfions upon future 
*' Events would unavoidably create, and wherein Great- 
" Britain could never iland by, and be an idle Spectator, 

'* When this fliall be duly confide red, and it ihall he Cccn 
'* that the Wounds which have been long bleeding arc in- 
'* tirely healed, groundlefs Jealoufies will ceafe, ill Humourt 
" will fublidc, and Peace and good Harmony return togc- 
•' thcr; all Diflidence and Diftruil, the nacuml Effdft of le- 
•' peated Delays, artfully inftiiled and induftrioufly improv* 
** ed and aggravated, will be removed ; and mutual Satisfac- 
•^ tion be the Confequcnce of the pundiual and efFeftusl Per- 
*^ forma uce of all Engagements on our Side, which will ever 
*^ be remembered with great Regard and Honour to this 
** Crown and Nation, and leave an indifpenfible ObUgadon 
*' upon thofe thnt are immediately concerned, to make fuck 
" Returns as Honour and Jufltce call for and demand. 
Gentle mtrn of the Houfe of Commons, 

« The Ellimates for the Service of the current Year ihall 
" be preparJ and laid before yoti, which you wiil obferve 
** to be coniiderably lefs than tiiofe of former Years : It is 
** a Plcafure to me to give Eafc to my Subje<5ls, whenever 
»* tlM? Wtiiiu'e of die Publick will jidmit of it. You have 
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*^ fan Iha happy Effeds of your former Zeal and Refolu- Annoj.cco.n. 
** tion ; Succcfe has attended my Meafures, and yon reap chc - ''^**^*' 
*' Fruit of my Endeavours and of your Qiniideiice in me ; 
** and it muil be a Sadsfkdion to you to refledl, that all the 
** Expences^ which you have lately made, are amply recom- 
*' penfed by preventing and avoiding far greater. 

rMy Lords and Gentlemen, 
I " This happy Situatioii of Affairs, I prtmife myfclf, will 
*' Jnfpire you all with fuch Temper and Unanimity, and fudi 
*' a feafonable Zeal for the Publick Good, as becomes a 
*' Parliament fenfible of the great Eleflings they enjoy : The 
*' Duty and Affedions of my Subjects are all the Retum I 
**^ defire for my paternal Love and Concern for them. My Go- 
** vernment has no Security, but what is equally condudvfe 
" to your Happinefs and to the Protection of my People i 
'* and your Prolperity has no Foundation, but in the De- 
*^ fence and Support of nty Goveromoit: Our Safety is 
f^ jnutual, OUT IntereiU are infeparable." 

\ The Commons being rctttm'd to their Houfe, Mr Spealier S^^cJ-f wo^jlir* 

reported his Majefty*s Speech, and thereupon the Lord * Her- j^^ ^^ Addrut, of 
vey rofe up, and after having enumerated the many Diffi- 
culties this N'ation was brought under by the Intrigues of 
our Enemies Abroad, and the many Dangers and Expences 

I we Ihould have been inei^itably involved in, if the War with 
which Europe was threaten^, had not been prevented by hfs 
Majefty^s great Forefight and wife Meafures ; by the good 
Succefs of which ihe Tranquility of Europe was fettled and 
eilabiifli'd upon a hnn and lading Foundation ; his Lord - 
fhip mov'd, * That an humble Addrefs be prefented to hh 
Majefty, to return his Majelly the Thanks of this Houfe for 
liis moil gracious Speech from the Throne ; to declare our 
JiigheA Satisfeftion in feeing the general Tranquility of Eu- 
lope j-eftorM and eilabliili'd by his Majefly's Credit and In- 
fluence, with fo much Glory to the Crowti of Great Britain^ 
and Honour to this Nation ; to acknowledge with Gmtitude 
Ills Majefty^s un weary M Endeavours for the Happinefs of hia 
People, and his Goodnefs in purfuing with Stead inefs and 

I Conilancy fuch Meafures, as bell conduced to the prefer ving 
the Rights and Pofieflions of thefe Kingdoms ; to expre/s 
our jull Senfe of his Majefty^s great Wifdom, in being able 
to furmount the various Difficulties that fo long cmbirafs*d 
the Aiikirs of Europe, and particularly affe£led the Interefta 
of Great Britain; and by pa<sfick Meaiures and Negotia- 
tions to bring to a happy Gonclufion the Difputes, that for 
many Ye^s had been fubfaHng and depending k and by jufl 
Vol. IL M and 
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*^^\ni^^ ^' ^^ honourable Tread€s to fettle and re-efbbHfti the PublicK 
' Tranquility, without the Hazard and Expence of a general 
Rupture^ or kindling a War in any Part of Earnpe ; to 
aifure kis Majelly that this Hotife, fenfiblc of the happy 
EfFc£t5 of the Confidence fo juiUy rcpofed in his Majeft/, 
and the BlefGngs we enjoy under his Govemmentj will witll 
Chearfiahiers grant the Sypplies neceiTary for the Service of 
the current Year, for th^ Defence and Support of his Ma- 
jefty's Government, and for the Security and Protection of 

Air ChjtterbBck, hi:> People-' His Lordfhip was feconded by Mr Qutterbuck*, 
who explained the feveral jarring Interefts of Europe, which 
had all been happily reconciled by his MajeJly'^s Wifdom 
and good Condufl j and added, * That as our Security de* 
pends upon tlie Pre{ervation of the Balance of Power in 
Europe, we could not in common Prudence have fat uncon- 
cerned, and feen any one of the Powers of Europe f wallowed 
up by an other : That i f any War had broke out, we m ull necef* 
farily have been concern^dj and every Man was fenfible of 
the fatal Effcfts fuch a War might have been attended with : 
That we were now free from all fuch Apprehenfions ; and a» 
the prefent Happinds and Tranquility not only of this Na- 
tion, but of Europe in generali was owing to the prudent 
and pacific k Meafurcs puSu'd by his Majefty, he could not 
but approve of the Terms of Addreffing propofcd, and there- 
fore he feconded the Motion/ 
r.jMvrm. Then Sir Wilfrid Lawfon ftood up, and fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 
' I fhall join with all my Heart in an Addrefs of Thanks 
to his Majefty, for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne t 
"but I cannot agree with defcending fo far into Particulars, 
as are contained in the Motion made by the noble 
Lord who fpoke firil^ and feconded by the honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke laft. The Treaties, upon which it Is 
pretended, that tlie Tranquility of Europe and the Happineb 
of this Nation are fo firmly and lallingly eftabliftiM, are not 
now before the Houfe -, and therefore, from my own Know* 
ledge, I can fay nothijig about them, nor can I form a Judg- 
ment of the Honour or Advantage which will from thence 
accrue to this Kingdom : But if I judge from what I hear 
or fee abroad in the World, I muft be of Opinion, that not- 
withlianding the great Things we have done for the Crown 
of Spain, and the Favours we have procured for the royal 
Family of that Kingdom, we have as yet received very little 
Satisfa^ion for the Injuries done by Cbcm to this Nation* 
I have ktn publifh'd, in our News-Papers, an Order of In- 
ftru£lioas from his Catholick Majefty to the Governors of his 

Ports 
• Mait m if ih ir *^^ "/ ih A^uhy s^t th £ftd ff this *^; 
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Ports in the Indi«^ relating to tbe Depredations committed 
hy the Spaniards upon our Merchants trading to thofe SeaSj 
bat r cannot look upon this Order as any S^tisfadicn for 
the Depredations already committed ; neither can I look upon 
it as a iafficient Check again ll the committing of any in 
Time to come : There arc fo many Conditions in thi« Order, 
fo many l/s and Jiids^ that it affords a large Scope to the 
Spaniards in tiiat Part of the World, to go on in the taking 
or plundering of our Merchants Ships, under the Pretence of 
their being concerned in fome illicit Commerce, or of their 
being found navigating in thofe Latitudes, where the Spani- 
ards may fay they ought not to navigate. Thefe Orders are 
fo general, that the Captains of the Spaniih Guank-Coila's 
and the Governors, who arc generally Partners with the Cap- 
tains, may put any Conftruftion they plcafe upon them i and 
we may expefl, that the ConftrufUooL to be put upon thent 
will be moil unlavourable for the Subjefts of this Nation* 
I iliall not, Sir, at prefentmake any Motion, but as a Mem- 
ber of this Houfe, I thought it incumbent upon me to dt^ 
dare my Sentiments in an Affair, in which the Honour of 
this Houfe and the Intcrefl of the Nation are fo much coa- 
cem'd, 

Mr Shippen fpoke next. 
Mr Speaker^ 

* I rife not only to offer my Sentiments againft the Terms 
of the Addrefs propofed, but likewife to make a Motion. 
It hasj Sir, upon fuch an Occafion, been the ancient Cuflom 
of this Houfe, to prcfcut an Addrefs of Thanks to his Ma- 
jelty, for his moil gracious Speech from the Throne, but 
fuch AddreiTes were in former 6ays always in general Terms ; 
there werc in them no flattering Paragraphs, no long Com- 
pliments made to the Throne, for Tranfaftions and Succefles 
which had never been laid before the Houfe, and of which, 
by a neceflary Confcquence, the Houfe muH have been fup- 
pofed to have been entirely ignorant : Jc is true, Sir, we 
have of late Vears fallen into a Cuilom of Complimenting 
the Throne upon every fuch Occafion with long Addreifes, 
and this Cuftom hus been followed fo long^ that I am afraid 
it may at laft become a Vote of courfe, to vote an Addrefs to 
his Majeily, in fuch Terms as fhall be concerted by thofe 
very Men, whofc Meafurcs are approved of by the Compli- 
ment made to the Throne. I confcfs. Sir, that J am fo 
little of a Courtier, that I cannot return Thanks for what 
1 know nothing of ; nor can I applaud before £ know a Rea- 
fon for fuch Appbufc. I am not at all againft an Addrefs of 
Thanks in the ancient ufual Style i but t ho* I fhould happen 
to be fingle and alone in my Oppofition, which I hope I 
fliall act, yet 1 am rcfolv'd lo oppofe AddreJEng in the l eims 
" M % mQvtd 
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Anno If. Geo. n. movcd for, if it were for no other Reafon but this, that 
^^173 1-g. ^^ £^^j. ^ ^qjJq^ jj^ay not ftand upon the Journals of this Houfc, 
as agreed to iV^»?. Co» : For i? not taken Notice of in Time, 
fuch humble Addreffes to the Throne may at laft come to 
pafs as a Matter of courfe ; and be as little regarded or 
oppofed, as fome Affairs now are, which at firft Hood a long 
Conteft before they could be introduced. 

Sir, It is no new Thing in me to oppofe fuch Addreffes ; 
IJhave always oppofed them ; and though I do not thereby 
appear to be a good Courtier, yet it fhews that I have fome 
Kefpeft for the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe ; befidcs. 
Sir, when fuch Addreffes have been propofed, it has been 
promifed, and we have been affured, that no Advantage 
fhould afterwards be taken of any Words contained in the 
complimenting Part oif fuch Addrefs ; but every Member in 
this Houfe knows, that when the Houfe had an Opportunity 
of examining Things more particularly, and Debates enfued 
thereupon, they have then been told that they could not cenfure 
any of the paft Tranfadtions, becaufe they had approved of 
them all by their Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefly for his 
mofl: gracious Speech from the Throne. I hope. Sir, for 
the fake of my Country, that all Things are well, that our 
Affairs both Abroad and at Home are in that profperous 
Condition, in which they have been reprefented to us ; but 
as we cannot as yet judge fixnn the Effeds, and as the Trea* 
ties, from which this great Profperity and lafling Tranquility 
is to arife, have not yet been laid before us ; I can not but 
look upon it as an Anticipation of the Refolutions of thi$ 
Houfe to thank his Majefty for thofe Treaties, which we 
have not as yet had any Opportunity either to perufc or 
confider ; and therefore I move, That the firft Part only of 
the Motion already made fhould fbnd, and that all the other 
complimenting Paragraphs fhould be left out. 
Mr w. Puitcney. Then Mr William Pulteney f Q)oke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 
* I am very willing that an Addrefs of Thanks be pre- 
fented to his Majefly, for his moft gracious Speech from the 
Throne ; but I cannot agree to an Addrefs in the Terms pro^ 
pofed by the noble Lord who made the Motion;^ becaufe 

they 

t thefoUawing Article appeared in the Gazettey viz. July 1, 173 1. < this 

< Day his Majqlty in Council called for the CoHHcil-Bookj and ntth bis awn 

< HandjhMck the Name of William Fitkeneyy JE/y; cwet of the Lift of Privy^ 

* Cmnfelhrs $ His AlM^fiy farther ordered the fatd William Fuheney to 6s 

* put out of all the CommiJJions of the Feace s and that the fgveral Lord^ 

* Lieutenants^ who have given him Deputations^ do revoke the fame : Aitd 
' the R^ht Hon, the Lord High Chattcellor of Great Britain^ and bis Mm^ 

' * f^y's principal SgcTftaries ^ State^ were ^e8td to ^v^ the m^P^ 

* Orders therein,' 
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bation i 

aGed or negotiated by hi a Majeliy's Mtnillers i I am tlie 
mote obliged upon tliia Occafion to declare my Opinion, be- 
caufe of the Motion's having been made by that noble 
Member, left {ome of my Friends ihoiild be thereby milled, 
and made to believe that I am for the Motion in its full Ex- 
tent. We ought to thank his Maj cfty for his mofl gracious 
Speech J but I cannot fee any Reafon we have to thank him 
for our Liberties and Properties : They are fecujed to us by 
our ConiBtution ; and as Subjects of Great Britain we have 2 
natural Right to them^ and his Majelly is far from having die 
Jeift Thought of making any Incroachmeacs upon them: But 
as for the Treaties and Negotiations abroad, and the Honours 
and Advantages we have by them, acquired, I do not think 
that we can tal<e Notice of them, for *&1 they be laid before 
the Houfe, we mull be prefumed to be ignorant of them. For 
my own part I fhall be gjad to know that we are now at lalt 
got into a right Way ; but fuppofing that all is now right with 
us, I am certain tnere was a Time fome Years ago, when 
we might have been as right as we are now, and upon the 
iame Ci>nditions. If we had embraced that Opportunity, a 
great deaJ of Money would have been faved to th^ Nation ; 
but in tliofe Days, the Guaranty of the Pragma£ick-San<5tion 
was looked on as inconfiilent with the Interell and Hnppinefs 
of this Nation, and was reprefented as fuch even by thofe 
■who have now agreed to it ; what were their Reaibns for re- 
prefentmg it in fuch a hideous Shape at that Time, and for 
placing it now in fo amiable a View, I cannot comprehend : 
For my own Part, Sir, I do not fee any Neceffity we were 
under of agreeing to it, even at this prefent Time ; for by our 
agreeing to that Guanmty^ we lay ourfelves under an Obli- 
^tion of aiElting the Auftrian Family, whenever they flial! be 
attacked by any Potentate whatever, except the Grand Sig- 
nior; they may happen to be attacked, when it will be mucb 
againft the Intereft of this Nation, to engage itfeJf in a War 
upon any foreign Account ; and if they ihould acquire many- 
more Territories, it may be for the Intereft of the Nation 
even to join in the Attack, in order to preferve the Balance 
of Europe^ the Eflabliftiing of which has already coft us fuch 
immenfe Sums of Money: Thus we maybe obliged, either 
to engage in a War contrary to the Intereft and Well-being 
of our Country, or other wife be gutlty of a Breach of Faith, 
to the eternal Diihonour of the Nation : Thcfe, Sir, are th^ 
CircumHances which this Nation may he brought into by 
CTJtring into this Guaranty fo early ; and thde. Sir, are Cir- 
cumHances which ev^ry wife Man ought, by all Means, to 
avoid ; befidcs* Sir, I do not know but we may be aocufcd of 
fome Sort of Breach of faithj gn accoynt of our iM Negoti* 
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ations with tlie Emperor : The French may perhaps hy^ 
that by the Treaty of Hanover we were obliged not to treat 
with any of the Powers, againil whom that Treaty fcemcd t» 
be madcj without the Concurrence of our Allies ; and yet 
notwithlknding thereof we not only negotiated, but con- 
cluded a Treaty with the Emptror without communicating 
the fame to them ; what Reafon the t'reoch may have for 
fuch an Accufation I caimot at prefent properly fpeak to ; 
Pruflia, it is true, had before fee us an Example, and 
had drawn off from tlmt Treaty long before we had ; but 
France and Holland had adhered firmly to it to the yery laft- 
' According to the View I have of our late Negotiations > 
I cannot fay, that either the Honour or the Inters ft of the 
Nation has been much coniidered ikh true, Don Carlos, 
may be now eftabliflied m the Succeflion to the Duchy of 
Tufcajiy, and in the Poffellion of the Duchies of Parma and 
Placentia ; the Spanifti Troops may be introduced into Italy*, 
and I wifh their Introduction do not prove to be the Origin 
of new Troubles ; but in thefe Things we have no particular 
Intereit, 1 cannot hy that much Regard has been had to 
the particular Intereil of this Nation in our Conduft at home ; 
our Debts have been increafed, at leait not diminished i and 
at the fame Time Luxury has been fo much encouragedj that 
many have run out a great Fart of their Fortunes, and are 
thereby obliged to depend upon the Court ; infomuch that 
I muft fay, happy it is for the Nation, that the King is fa 
good and fo juft, as not to have any Defjgns agalnft our Li^ 
bertias : Our Trade is decaying every Day, and Publick 
Credit is like to be entirely delkoyed by the many Publick 
Frauds that are committed ; for Credit depends upon that 
FfLith and Confidence which one Man puts in another, for 
the Prefervation of that which is committed to his Carei but 
by thefe Publick Frauds all mutual Faith and Confidence 
will be taken away ; no Man will think his Money fafe but 
when it is locked up in his own Coffers ; he will not for the 
future trull the Management or Keeping thereof to any one 
Man, or to any Set of Men. However, I hope. Sir, that all 
our AiFairs abroad are now fet to rights, and that our dome- 
ftick Grievances are m a fair Way of being ledreiTed ; but if 
they are fo, I mull fay, it is foraething hke a Pilot, who^ 
though he has a clear, a Me^ and a llreight Paflage for going 
into Port, yet takei it in his Head to carry the Ship a great 
way about, through Sands, Rocks and Shallows, and there- 
by lofes a great many of the Seamen, deftroys a great deal of 
the TackJe and Rigging, and puts the Owners to a vaft EX' 
pence ; however, at la It, by Chance he hits the Port, and then 
ifiumphs in his good Conduft.' 
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Mr Pulteney having done Spealdng, Mr l>aiivers faid, Amo |. c«o. h, 
* That when he returned to the Country, he ihould be glad ^ !ZJ'2i ^ 
to have fomething to tell his Country^Neighbours that would m^d^oHZT'^ 
|)leafe them ; they did noE underfbnd Treada, nor did they 
trouble their h^ds much about diftant Profpcfls of Wealth 
and Happinefs ; but he wifhed he could tell thcnij that Part of 
our Debts were paid oif» or that fome of our T'axes were 
aboUflied, or the Standmg Army disbanded* Thefe were 
Effc^ they would immediately feel, but he was afraid tliey 
would be of Opinion, that a Peace attended with a Continu- 
ance of all the Ta.xes, and a Keeping on foot the Standing- 
Army, did not deferve any Tlianks from the Nation. 

Sir WlUmm Wyndham fpokc next. sifW^WyMaa^ 

Mr Speaker, 

* I cannot agree to the Terms for Addrefling his Majefly, 
propofed by die noble Member who ^ fpoke firfi, becaufc 
though every Thing may now be well fettled upon a folid 
and tailing Foundation, yet I cannot think that our Con- 
dud has in every Refpeft been right ; or that the IntercH of 
this Nation has been^ by his Majefty^s Minifters, principally 
and Ilcadily purfued. At one Time we were frightned out 
of our Wits with Apprehenfions that the Pretender was to be 
put upon u% and that without any Reafon for all that I have 
yet feen or heard upon the Subje^. Then Don Carloa was 
nude fuch a Giant of, that he, that Infant, was to fwallow 
«p and delh-oy all the Powers of Europe ; and at that Time we 
fued to France for an Alliance^ and bcfought their Aifxitance^ 
by which we put it in their Power lo commence a War when- 
ever they pleafed ; and, if they had not been more taken up 
with Whims and Difputes about Religion, than any wife Na- 
tion ought to be, they would certainly have involved us in a 
War in Conjundion with them ; and thereby would have 
made us aflill them in recovering all that they had loft by tlie 
laft tv^'o Wars, the taking of which from them had coft us fo 
much Blood and Treafure, Some Time after we fhook off 
all Fears of the Pretender, Don Carlos was again diminifhed 
to an ordinary Size, and then we began to bully France as 
much B3 we had courted it before : Such Conduft ^imot ap- 
pear to me to be right, at leaft it does not appear to be ileady 
and uniform. Upon the other hand, it mull be faid of the 
Imperial Court, that they have aded with Steadinefs and 
Prudence ; they have firmly adhered to the proper Intercft 
of their native Country, and have lleatli ly purfued the Aim 
they had in View» through aU the diiFerent Shapes in which 
the Affairs of Euratpc have been put within ihei'e few Years ; 
and by this Firmneffi and Refolutton they have at lail brought 
OS to their own Terms i and have accomphihed their Defigns, 
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formiilablc Powers againft them ; whereas we have been o^ 
bilged, in fome Manner^ to comply with the Demands of al- 
molt every Power we have treated with ; and if by fuch 
Means we have at laft got ofF upon any tolerable Conditions^ 
ft mnil be faid, that we have been like a Man in a Room, 
who wants to get out, and though the Door be open, and a 
clear Way to it, yet he Iblks round the Room, breaks his 
Sjiins over a Stool, tumbles over a Chair, and at lail, nimb- 
Lng over every Thing in hia Way, by chance finds the Door 
and gets out, after abundance of needlefs Trouble and unnc* 
CcJTary Danger.* 

Then Mr Ogkthorpe flood up^ and fpoke as follows ; 
Sir, 

* I do not think, that the Guaranty of the Pragmarick'Sanaion 
is much to be taken Notice of in the prefent Cafe ; for there 
are many other Things which at prefent relate more nearly 
to the Honour and Inter eft of th 15 Nation. I wifti I could 
have heard that the late new Works at Dunkirk had been 
entirely lazed and deftroyed ; that we had received a full and 
complcat SatisfaOton for the many Depredations committed 
by the Spaniards ; and I fhould be glad to fee more Care 
taken in arming the Country, and difciplining our Militia. I 
think it was a Scandal to the Nation to appear fo much fright^ 
ned, as we lately appeared to be^ at the marching of a few- 
French Troop down to thofe Coafts of France which lie* 
next to us. We have, it is true, a Stan ding- Army of good 
regular Forces ; bnt I hope this Nation will never be brought 
fo low, as to have nothing to trull to for their Defence, bufe 1 
their Standing- Army : Our Army bears but a finall Propor-J 
tion to the whole Body of the People, they can cover but i 
a fmall Part of our Coall from an Invafion, and therefore Cai« 
fhould be talcen to keep up military Difcipline and a warlike 
Spirit among our Militia^ thro' all Parts of the Kingdom 1 for 
whenever we are threatned with an Invafion, our Safet/ 
and our Barrier next to onr Fleet muft depend upon them j 
it muft be to them chielly that we mull trull our Defence 
flgainft the Landing of a Foreign Enemy ; and if they come 
once to lofe entirely the Ufe of Arms, or the Knowledge of 
miikary Difcipline, an Enemy that caii, either by Cunning or 
Accident, efcape our Fleet, may land with little Danger; and 
may do a deal of Mifchief, before a fulEcient Number of our 
regular Forces can be brought together to oppofe them, 

* As to our Foreign Affairs, 1 mull fay. Sir, that conBder- 
ing how much the Froteltants in Germany have been op- 
fjrefs'd by the prefent Imperial Family, I couM have wiftied 
with all my Heart to have heard, that fome Care had been 
taken of them in the Treaty we have lately made with the 
Emperor ; but as the Dutch have tiot as yet acceded to that 

Treaty, 



h 



( 97 > 

^Treaty, I liope fome Care may as yet be taken of thofe poor ^^f i-^^^^ i^ 

People : I look upon it as a general Benefit, that the Dutch ^^— *^_f 

•liave not as yet acceded, becaufe we may make an Advantage 

of it by getting them to infill upon all fuch Additions^ Ex- 

phnationg or Amendments, as may be judged uEccdkry for 

the common Good of Europe in general^ and of the Proteftant 

KeHgion in particular. In the mean Time I am pleafed to 

fold, that we are not now fo clofeljr united with France as 

we formerly were ; for I have generally obferved, that whea 

two Dogs are in a LeaOi together, tjie ftronger generally 

rails away with the weaker , and l am afraid this was fome* 

thing of the Cafe between Fiance and us^ 

Mr Henry Pel ham fpoke next for the Motion, and en- (^j^ u_ ptujj^ 
deavour'd toffiew^ * That it was no wayinconfilknt witli the 
Honour or Dignity of that Hoafe, to thank his Msjefty in 
the mofl particular Terms for every ThSng, which he had 
been moil gracioufly pleafed to acquaint them with, in his 
Speech from the Throne : That, in common Decency, they 
were upon that Occafion to look upon every Thing to be as 
it had been reprefented to them by his Majefty ; but thit no 
Compliments, as fome of the honourable Gentlemen who 
had fpoke before were pleafed to call them^ that could be put 
into the Addrefi^ could be any way made ufe of to prevent 
that Houfes's Inquiry afterwards into the Meafures that 
had been purfuedj when the Treaties that had been en- 
tered into ihould be laid before them : On the contrary, 
if upon fuch an Inquiry it ihould he found, that any of the 
Negotiations had been carried on, or any of the Treaties 
concluded, contrary to the Honour or Interell of tlie Nation, 
they were then to prefume, that his iViajelly had been im* 
pofed on, and thereby induced to make fuch a Speech to 
them ; and by fuch an Impoixtion, thofe who had advifed the 
carrying on fuch N^otiation, or the concluding of fuch 
Treaties^ would accumulate Guilt upon themfelves, and 
would heap Coals of Fire upon their own Heads ; lor in fuch 
a Cafe, that Houfe was not only to panilh fuch evil Coun- 
fellors for Meafures fo weak or lb wicked j but alfo to punifh 
them for impofing upon his Majcily, and advifing him to 
make fuch a Speech from the Throne : That generally, upon 
the Opening of a Seffion uf Parliament, the Eyes of all 
Europe were turned towards Great Britain i and from their 
Bnl Refolves, all the Neighbouring Powers were to judge of 
the Unanimity which was to cnfue between his Majelly and 
his Parliament : That if they at firil appeared to be in the 
le^diBident or jealous of his Majelty's Condud, it would 
weaken his Infiaence upon the Councils of foreign Conns ; 
ai>d thereby they might put it out Qthh Power lo redilV 
V 1. IL N % 
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Step, if any hat! been made by his Minifters, 
he was periliaded no Man would incline to do^ who was a 
Friend either w his King qt kk Country, for the fake of auy 
private Pique he might have to any of his Majclfy's Miniflera : 
That ibr thefe and many other keafons, he was for agree- 
ing to the Addrefs in the Terjns hril moved for* 

He w^asfupported by MrHoiatioWalpole, whoTpoke next; 
Mr Speaker, 

* The honoofable Gentleman upon the Floor [Mr W. Pul- 
teae'^l faid, that he was afraid lelt the noble Lord, who iirft mov- 
ed for an Addrefs, might bavefome Weight with his Friends- 
I do not know, Sir, but that it may be fo ; I do not know bat 
he may have Weight with fome of thofe, whom that Gentle- 
man now looks upon as his Friends i but I am perfuaded, that 
nothing that he lias faid, in oppofition to the Motion made 
by the odier, will tend to dimidih that Weight which he is 
afraid of. As to the Houfe's agreeing to the Motion for 
prefendng an Addrefa to his Majelly, and in the Terms pro- 
pofcd by the noble Lord who made the Motion^ I need not. 
Sir, fay any Thing to it ; that Affair ha5 been fo fully ex- 
plained, and the Reafonablenefs of it fo dearly demonllrated 
by the Gentlemen who have fpoke upon that Side of the 
Queftion, that I have nothing to add : But fioce the Gentle* 
men, who have fpoke on the other Side, have entered into 
an Examination of the Meafures thai have been purfued, I 
hope the Houfe will pardon nie if I dep.irt a litde from the 
Siibje<5l of the prefent Debate, in order to anfwer foihe of the 
Objections that have been made to our late Conduct. 

* It has been faid. Sir, that there was a Time, fome Years 
ago, when the fame Thing might have been done that is now 
done, by which a great clefd of Money might have been 
faved to the Nation. I wifli. Sir, the Gentleman, who faid 
fo, had told us what pai ticular Time he meant : I know that 
the entering into the Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sandion 
was propofcd to us fome Years agoi but, Sir, I know that 
it was then propofed in fuch dogmatick and pofitive Terms, 
that it was inconiillent with the Honour of his Majefty, and of 
this Nation, to give the lea ft Ear to a Propofal, which was 
made rather in the Terms of a peremptory Demand^ and 
without offering the leall Confideration to this Nation, for 
our agreeing to enter into fuch a Guaranty : Belides, Sir, 
there was at that Time good Reafon to fear that Don Carlos 
was the Perfon, upon whom the Imperial Court had fixed 
their Eye, as a Succeflbr to his Imperial Majefty ; and I am 
fare ir was agalnil the Interell of this NatioUj to contribute 
to theellabliihing of a Perfon in the full and fole Poffeffioji 
of all tlie Atiihian Dominions, who was by the Quadruple 
Alliance to have fuch large Domirdom oi^m own in Italy, 
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and had by his Birth fo near a Profpedl to the Crown of amo 5. Geo. n. 

Spain, and at that Time alfo a very near Profped to the r '^''■'** 

Crown of France. This Guaranty was again offered at the 

Time when the Treaty of Seville was in Agitation ; but 

then again it was rejected, becaufe it was well known, that 

the Propofal was made at that Time only with a view to 

difhirb the Negotiations then carrying on, and which were 

{o happily ended by the Conclufion of the Treaty of Seville ; 

fo that at that Time no Treaty could be entered into by 

us with the Imperial Court, either about the Guaranty of the 

Piagmatick Sandion or any Thing elfe, nor at any Time 

till they came to be a little more reaibnable in their Pro- 

pofals ; and as foon as that Time came, we embraced the 

Opportunity, and our Negotiations had then all wifh*d for 

Succefs. 

* Nor can it be faid. Sir, that we have entered into that 
Guaranty too foon ; it was our own Interefl to enter into it 
as foon as poffible, becaufe the preferving of the Imperial 
Dominions entire is neccilary for preferving the Balance of 
Power in Europe: If we had delayed entering into that 
Guaranty till his Imperial Majefty*s Death, it would then 
have been too late ; Europe would have been in Flames, and 
the Auilrian Dominions divided before we could have done 
any Thing. There may be Civil Broils in Germany upon 
the Emperor's Death without Male Heirs, happen when it 
will, but furely the beft Way of preventing it, is to have the 
Affkir fully fettled, and that Settlement ftrongly guaranty^d 
before the Accident happens ; thofe who pretend to any 
Share will then be cautious, and will not be ready to enter 
into any violent Meafures : And I muft fay. Sir, that if the 
Imperial Family were in any danger of being ruined or fwal- 
lowed up by any neighbouring Power, we muft engage in the 
Refcue, let our Circumftances be at that Time what they 
will ; for if fuch a Ruin Ihould happen, our own would not 
be a great Way off" : This Guaranty we ought, perhaps, to 
have gone mto fooner, becaufe of the fatal Confequences that 
might have enfued, if his Imperial Majedy had dropt off in 
the mean Time ; but we could not agree to it *till the 
Imperial Court agreed to give Satis&dion to Spain, witli 
refped to the Dominions provided for Don Carlos in Italy 
by the Quadruple Alliance ; to the Dutch with refpedi to the 
particular Difputes between the Empire and them ; and to 
the Dutch and us with refpeft to the Oilend Company ; and 
all thefe his Majefty, by his wife and fteady Meafures, has at 
laft procured. 

* Sir, I fay fteady Meafures, and I believe it will appear 

that our Meafures have been as fteady and uniform, as thofe 

of any Court in Europe : Our Aim was to preferve our own 

N z Dominions 



Dominions Abroad againfl the Defign laid for wrefting them 
from us ; to preferve our Trade againfl che Incroachment 
made upon k by the fetting up of tbe Ollend Company i and 
to prcferve the Balance of Power fti Europe again ft any prc^ 
fent or future Attempts for overturning it, in order thereby 
to eftabliili, as far as is confident with human Prudence, the 
general Ti^nquility of Europe. This Aim was moft Headily 
purfued through the various Shapes, which the Affairs of 
Europe have taken within a few YeErs pail, and is now at 
lail, in all human Appearance, uioik happily accomplirtied ; but 
it was necellary to eilablifli the prefent Tranquility of 
Europe J before we could think of tbe future : We were en- 
gaged, by the Qaadmpk Alliance, to fee the Infant Don Car- 
los fettled in the Succeflion of the Duchies of Tufcony* 
Parma, and Placentia ; Spain could not be eafy, nor could 
we expetl any fmcere Friendihip with them, till that was folly 
and oonipleatly efFe£tuated i nor could either the Dutch or 
we be e^(y till we faw the Oftend Company abfolutely de- 
molirtied ; and as foon m we got the prefent Tranquility fet- 
tled by tjie Imperial Court's agreeing to thefe two main 
Points, then we began to think of the fiitiire Tmnquility of 
Europe ; and in order to eftablifh that upon as folid a Foun- 
dation as the Nature of the Cafe will admit of, we have 
agreed to the Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanftion. 

' In all thefe Tranfadtions, the true Intereft of this Natioil 
has been moft ilriftly purfued, and never oncfi departed 
from : The Intereft of this Nation is connected with the ge- 
neral Intereft of Europe in preferving the Balance of Power; 
and therefore it is the Intereft of this Nation^ as well as of 
almoft every one of the other Nations of Europe, to preferv^ 
the Dominions of the Auftrian Family entire and undivided: 
I ani fure no Maia will fay but that it is the Intereft of this 
Nation, that th£ Duchies of Tufcany, Parma, and Placen- 
tia rtiould never be in the Fofleftion of Germany, France or 
Spain. It is very p!ain, that it is the Intereft of this Natioa 
to have the Eall-Iiidia Trade from Oftend demoliftied ; and 
it is as evident that this Nation is particularly interefted 
in the prefcrving of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, and at the 
fame Time in cultivating a good Friendftiip and Correfpon- 
dcnce with Spain, In all thefe Cafes the Intereft of this 
Nation is certainly moft particularly concerned, and in ever/ 
one of tJiefe Points we have obtained all that we could ex- 
pei5l or defir^ ; and all this without ^ny mean Compliance 
upon our partj or giving up any Thing that we were before 
in titled unto ; upon the contrary^ whenever any Scheme was 
cffered by any of Our Allies, which had the leaft Appearance 
of being againft the Honour or Intereft of this Nation, ajiy 
Sort of Concurrence wai abftlutdy refuTedj and thereupon 
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all fiich Scliejnes have been dropt ; How tlien can it be faid, 
that neither the Honour nor Intereft of this Nation has 
been regarded in our Negotiations with our Neighbours a- 
fcroad, or that we have complied with every one in their Tarn ? 
• In all this Courfe of Negotiation, there have been many 
jarring Intcreils to be reconciled, and many Difficulties to 
be fmmo^nted, all which his Majefty has, by his Wifdom 
and good Condudt, got over ; nor is there the leait Reafon to 
Mp^ that, in any one Meafure, the publick Faith has been 
violated, nor has any Power or Potentate any Ground for 
fuch a Complaint ; nay, there is not one that docs fo much 
as pretend to it. The only View that France had, or at 
leaft owned, was to preferve the Tranquility, and to fee the 
Terms of the Quadruple Alliance complied with : If thefe 
two Points were brought to a happy IJTue, it was all that 
the French had to demand ; and as both are fully accom- 
plifhed by the Treaty of Vienna, the French Court have no 
Jleafon to complain, fo far olhcrways, that they have de- 
clared they are fully fatisficd ; And as for our taking an 
^larm at the March of fome of their Troops towards the 
Coaife of France, which Ire oppofite to England, it did not 
proceed from any Jealoufy that fubfiils between the two Na- 
tions, but only fram that prudent Jeajoufy which every Na- 
tion ought to have of all its Neighbours, fo far as to be al- 
ways upon its Guard againft every one of them ; upon that 
Occafion the French were as much alarmed upon our march- 
ing Troops down towards our Coafla next to them, as we 
were upon the marching of theirs* 

* As in all Treaties there are fome Points left to be deter- 
mined afterwards, according to the Plan then laid down ; fo. 
Sir, by the Treaty of Seville the Spaniards are to make full 
Satisfadion and Keparation for the Lofles which our Merchants 
have fuftained by any unjuft Sciz;ures ; but as the ^itrifmi 
of that Lofs could not then be determined, nor couid it then 
be determined what Seizures were lawful and what not, tliere- 
fore it was abfolutely neceifaiy to leave that Affair to be 
inquired into and determined by Commiflaries mutually ap- 
pointed ; and we have all the Reafon in the World to expe^, 
that we Ihall at laA meet with a full Sadsfadion in that A^>, 
though it has been hitherto retarded by the Negouations 
about publick Aflairs of greater Monoent, which have occur- 
red fmce the Conduiion of that Treaty. In al! human Af- 
fairs, it is fometimcs neceffary to have Patience, and to wait 
the Courfe of Things; Nations mull not, upon every little 
BeJay, or upon every trifling Difpute, come to an open Rup- 
ture, and involve themfdves and their Neighbours in War 
and Bloodftied for Things, whi«h with a litck Patience might 
Hn bfen eaiil/ adJuAed, 
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Anno y. Geo. II. • I fhould not. Sir, havc troubled the Houfe any ferther ; 
J Tj i 'Zi ' ^^ l,m that fmce Comparifons have been going round, I hope I 
** may have leave to make one in my Turn ; and I muft fay, 

that our late AfFairs very much refemble a Set of honefl 
quiet Country People got into a Country Dance, who went 
through their Dance with a great deal of Eafe and Alacrity, 
'till a turbulent noify Fellow came in among them, who im* 
mediately forced himfelf into the Dance, and made fuch a 
Noife, that fuch a one was out, and fuch a one not righ^ 
fuch a Step out of Tune, and fuch a Turn not according to 
Rule, that they could not go on with their Dance ; but at 
laft they refolved to turn this troublefome Fellow out of 
Company, and then they all went on eafily and quietly as 
they had done before. 

^^f^^ **• At laft the Queftion was put upon the Lord Hervey's Mo* 

tion, which was carried in the Affirmative without any Di- 
viiion ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up an Ad« 
drefs accordingly, which is as follows : 



m Addrefl. ' ^^^ gracious Sovereign, 

* TT7E your Majefty's moft loyal and dutiful Subje^ 

* W the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, beg Leave to return yourMajefly our moft humble 

* Thanks for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* It is the higheft Satisfaftipn to your faithful Commons, 

* to fee the general Tranquility of Europe reftored and re- 

* eftablifhed by your Majefty's Credit and Influence, which 
« refledb the greateft Glory to the Britifh Crown, and of 

* Confequence to the Britifh Nation 5 the Honour and In* 

* tereft of which are always infeparable. 

* We are fully perfuaded, that the Treaties your Majefty 

* has enter'd into, were made with no other View, thza to 

* preferve the Balance of Power in Europe, and fecure the 

* PofTeflions of the Crown of Great-Britain, and all the 
' Rights and Privileges we are intitled to ; and we acknow- 

* ledge with Gratitude your Majefty's Wifdom and Good- 

* nefs, in procuring for us all thefe Advantages, without the 

* JExpence and Hazards of a War. 

* We are very fenfibleof the many Difficulties, which your 

* Majefty laboured under, in bringing this great and elorious 

* Work to fo happy a Conclunon. The many Obflacles 

* arifing from various Pretenfions and Jealoufles during the 

* Courfe of thefe Tranfaftions, unfurmountable as they have 

* been thought, are by your Majefty's Steadinefs and Pm- 

* dence entirely removed ; and at a Time, when a Waf 
*' feemed unavoidable, the Settlement of the Succeffion of 

* Don Carlos to the States of Tufcany and Parma has been 

* peaceably 
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* peaceably accompllfhed, and the general Tranquility of Anno j. Geo. n. 

* Europe preferved by the Weight and Credit of your Maje- |_ /Z?'' J^ ' , j 

* &y*s Negociations. 

* Thus has your Majefty extricated not only this Nation, 
' but all Europe out of the uncertain State for many 

* Years laboured under, and that by Means moil honourable 

* to your Majefty, confident with all former Engagements, 

* anc] without the Icaft Injury to any Prince or Power ia 

* Europe. 

• And we humbly affure your Majefty, that having the 

* trueft Senfe of the many Bleflings we have enjoyed £intig 

* the Courfe of your Majefty's Reign» and how much our 
« prefent Happinefs is owing to your paternal Love and Care 

* for your People, we will with the greateft Chearfulnefi 

* grant the neceftary Supplies for the current Service of the 

* Year ; and your Majefty will always find fuch Returns of 

* Duty and Gratitude from us, as the beft of Kings may 

* exped from the moft loyal Subje£b, fully convinced that . 

* the only End of your Majefty's aufpicious Government, is. 

* the Prote&ion and Profperity of your People.' 

To this Addrcfs his Majefty gave the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
** ▼ Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- The WngH An. 
** X ^fs- I niake no Doubt of the Continuance of your'*^^' thcmo. 
** Duty, Aftedion and Confidence in me ; and you will al- 
** ways find that all my Views tend to the Honour, Intereft, ' 
^* and Security of my Crown and People.'* 

January 18. The Houfe of Commons refolv'd to grant a a supply roiej. 
Supply to his Majefty, and the ufual Eftimates were laid 
before them. 

yan, 25. Mr Sandys prefented to the Houfe a Bill, for The Penfion-BOi 
making more efFeftual the Laws in Being for difabling Per- **^°"^^' "*• 
fons froin being chofen Mepibers of, or fitting or voting in 
the Houfe of Commons, who have any Penfion during Plea- 
fure, or for any Number of Years, or any Offices held in 
Truft for them j which was received and read a firft Time, 
and ordered to be read a fecond Time. 

Jan. 26. The Conunons being in a Grand Committee on Debate on the 
the Supply, Sir ♦ William Strickland mov'd, « That the gj,'^^/'*^ *-*««• 
Number of elFedive Men, for Guards and Garrifons in Great- sir w. stncUairf, 
Britain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey for the Year 1732, 
ihould be, inchding 181 5 Invalids, and 555 Men which 

the . 

* Aptointfd SeerHary «A Wofy Mmy 8, i'T3o, in the room ff the Hut* 
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die fiX Independent Companies confift of for the Service of 
the Highlajids, 17,709 Men, CammiiTiaii and Non-Commif- 
fion Officers included. In Support of tkis Motion he endea- 
vored to ftiew, ' That though the publick Tranquility was 
happily alid fully eflabliihed, yet it was necefliry for us t<i 
keep up at leaft the Niimber of Troops he had propofed, 
till we flionld fee how thofe Meafures, by which the Publidc 
Tranquility had been eftablilhed, fhould be approved of by 
the other Powers of Europe, who had not then declared their 
Sentiments upon that Subjefl*"" 

Hereupon Lord Morpeth flood up, and having fhewed 
how dangerous it was to the Liberties of thl^ Nation^ to keep 
up a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace ; Jiis Lord- 
fhip moved ' That the Number ihould be reduced to 1 2,003 
effective Men ; and was back'd by Mr W^tkin WiJliains 
Wynne : But they were opposed by the Lord Hcrvey, who 
fpokc next as follows. 
Sir, 
Though the Peace and Tranquility of this Nation, both 
abroad and at home, be now by hi5 Majeily's wife Condu^ 
cftablifhed, in all Probability » upon a firm and lafting Foun- 
dation, yet a wife People ought always to be upon theirl 
Cuard again ft the worfl: that may happen. The Publick 
Quiet both abroad and at home depends upon the Views and. 
Inclinations of Men ; and we know by Experience, that no-J 
thing is more fickle and variable ; we ought not therefore 
to do any Thing that may turn the Inclinations of our Ene- 
mies towards difturbing U5, or that may give them any Views 
of Succefs in any fuch Attempts ; the only Method to pre- 
vent the having any fuch Inclinations, or conceiving any 
fuch Hopes^ is to keep up a good Army of regular Forces, 
The Number moved for, is, in my Opinion, the leait that 
can be thought of by any Man, who has a true Regard for 
the Quiet and Projperity of this Nation, and for the Prefer- 
vation of the Proteiknt Succeffion in his Majefty'a moil illuf- 
trious Family. 

Every Man knows. Sir, and every Man ought to refleft 
upon it with Concern, that we never did yet reduce our 
Army, but that RedtrfUon was the Occafion of fome Plot 
or Machination againft us : Did not the fraall Number 
of our Forces, in the Beginning of his late MajeRy's Reign, 
fpirit up and encourage that wicked and unnatural Kebellion 
that was raifed ngainft him ? After that Infurreftion was hap- 
pily quelled, we made a Reduction of the Army, what were 
the Confequences f The Army was no fooner reduced, but 
our Enemies began to think of taking Advantage of it ; we 
were not only threatned with a new Ifrfarreiflion at home, 
but likcwife wicli an Invafion from Spain. [Sa />/. L f* 374*] 
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By good Management 4ind good Luck, their Attempts were Anno;. o«>.h. 
fruftrated, their Hopes were rendered abortive j and when '7?»-j*» ^ ^ 
we foond ourfelves qaiet and eafy, we again reduced our ^ ^ 

Army^ This RedudUon revived again the Hopes of our 
Enemies, they began again to plot and to cabal againft us» 
under the Management, and by the Advice of the lace Bi* 
ihop of Rocheiler ; ^See Vol. I. p, 301 .] but their Schemes 
were defeated by a timely and feafonable Difcovery, and the 
wicked Authors fufiered the moil moderate Puniihment that 
the JufUce of the Nation could inflidl. 

< Though every Thing be at prefent quiet and eafy, yet w^ 
muft not imagine that we have no Enemies, or that they 
have loft their former Watchfulnefs ; as long as we have a 
good and brave Army for our Support, they know they daro. 
not break out into any open Ads of Violence : But the 
many icandalous and feditious Libels that are every Day 
publiihed againft the Government, and the many Scribblers 
that are employed to vilify and afperfe his Majefty and hi) 
Adminftration, and to fow Difafiedion and Difcontent a- 
mong the People, is an evident Sign that we have as yet 
many Enemies, even within our Bofom, who would probably 
think of making ufe of other Weapons than the Pen, if we 
(hould be fo unwife as to afibrd them the leaft Hopes of 
Succefs, by making a great Reduction in our Army ; and 
therefore I am for continuing the Army, for this Year at 
leaft, upon the Footing that was £rft propofed. 

Lord Hervey having done fpeaking, Mr Walter Plomer Mr w«k. Homer. 
replied, ' That the moft weighty Argument made ufe of by 
tlK noble Lord, feem'd to be, that there was a great Num- / 

ber of Scribblers employ'd to write againft the Government j 
but for his part, he could not fee why that was a fufficient 
Reafon for keeping up a Standing Army of Soldiers. If 
Scribbling gave the Government any Utieafinefs, or made 
them dream of Danger, he thought the beft Way would bie 
to employ an Army of Scribblers to defend them, for he 
did not doubt but a fuiicient Number of fuch might be^ 
found, who would lift upon that Side where they expeded 
they could make the moft Advantage. 

Sir • William Yongc then fpoke as fi^ows, sirW.Yaaj, 

Mr Speaker, 

* The Queftion nov? before us is not any way pelatif.g 
to the Prefervation or the Lofs of oar Liberties ; we are 
not to fuppofe, we cannot fOppofo, that his Majefty is to 
employ the Forces we are to keep on foot in any illegal 
Way ; or that he is to make ufe of them, er of any other 
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Aimfl 5. Geo, II. Means to encroach upon the Liberties of our Countiy- We 
have had fufficient Experience of his Majefly^s Wifdom and 
Goodnefs not to entertain the leaft Sulpicion of any fuch 
Deiign i all that iiis Majelty wants is, that we will take a 
Care to keep up a Parliamencary Force j fuificient for enab- 
ling him to repel smy Attack that jnay be made upon our 
Country, or upon our Conftitution. His Majelly defires no- 
thing but what may be necefTary for preferving us in the 
liappy and quiet State in which we arc at prefent, and for 
continuing and protcdling the free Enjoyment of thofe Li^ 
berties and Privileges for which he has always fliewn fo great 
a Regard. While this is the Ufe that is to be made of oar 
Standing- Army, I cannot think that the Number propofed is 
at all too large, and if any other Ufe were to be made of 
" them, I hope, I ihould be as ready as any Man in this Houfe 
to oppofe any fuch Meafurcs j but as Jong as the Continu- 
ance of the Army depends upon tlie Reiblutions of Parlia- 
ment from Year to Year, there is, I thirtk, no Danger of 
any fach Meafures being entered upon^ or ever fo much as 
thought of ; the Parliament will always have it in their 
Power to put a Stop to fuch Meafures in their Infancy, and 
long before they can be made effedual, or fo much as brought 
to any Maturity j and I hope it never will be imagined, 
that the Parliament wiU join in any Meafures for enflaving 
the People. 

* The prefent Queftion is not, whether we ihall eftabltfh a 
Standing Army to continue for ever, or for any Term of 
Years ? It is only about continuing the Number now pns- 
pofed for one Year longer, till we fee how the Treaties we 
have lately made are relifiied by fome foreign Powers ; If 
they ihould happen not to approve of the Meafures we have 
taken for ellabliihing the general Good and Tranquility of 
Europe, our keeping up of our Standing Army will prevent 
them from taking any Meafures for dillurbing that Peace 
and Tranquility fo lately fettled and ellabliihed ; as long as 
they Hnd that we are in a Capacity to compel their Consent, 
they will at leail diflemble and conceal their Difhke. If at 
the Expiration of the cnfuing Year we find, that all the 
other Powers of Europe are quiet and cafy ; if we then ^d 
that they are wiOing to reft fatisficd with thofe Meafures 
which have been agreed upon, we may then leifen the Num- 
ber of our Forces If we think fie, and one Year's Expenoe 
of maintaining 5 or 6000 Men, is but a Trifle in compari- 
fon with the Lofs this Nation may fuflain, by cxpofing Eu- 
rope and itfelf to the Danger of a new War, 

' It is well known. Sir, how fatal it was to Earope, how 
fatal it was to this Nation in particular, the Di(banding of our 
Army after the Peace of Kyfwick 3 King William had too 
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jnucli Wifdom and Penetration not to ToTtCtt the Confe- 
guences of fo wrong a Step, and therefore he oppofed it with 
all hh Might ; but his welJ founded Reafons could not pre* 
vail againS the Spirit of that Faction and Party, which was 
fo troublefome to him during his whole Reign, and pre^ 
vented this Nation's reaping all thofe Advantages it might 
Jiave done from his prydent Adminiftration. After this jnif- 
chievous Refolution was carried again ft him, and the brave 
Army, which he had been at fo much Pains to difciplmc and 
train up, was in Purfuance thereof di /banded, he faw him- 
self in no Condition to oppofe or prevent the French King's 
taking Pofieflion of the whole Kingdom of Spn.in, upon the 
Demife of the then King, who was even at that Time in fo 
lingering a Condition, that his Death was every Day ex- 
|5e£led, which made the Refoludon for diOjanding our Army 
at fo critical a Jundure the more ridiculous ; therefore King 
William fouid himfelf under a Sort of Necefllty of entering 
into the Partition Treaty, which was afterwards fo much 
ccnfured in this Houfe, and was certainly a Treaty that he 
never would have agreed to, bat only that he thought ic 
was neceilary to give the French a fmall Part of the Spanilh 
Dominions, in order to prevent their getting hold of the 
Whole, 

* We have feen, Sir, the good Elfe^s of agreeing with hk 
Miijefty in the Meaftires he propofed for bringing about tha 
Re-efbblilhment of the Peace and Tranquility of Europe ; £ 
am perfuaded, that the Continuing of the Heilian Troops in 
otir Pay was one of the principal Caufes of the Succefs of 
his Majel^y's Negotiations, and 1 think the Event has juf- 
tified me ^nd ev*ery one who agreed with his Majefty in that 
Meafure ; as I was then of Opinion, that the Continuing of 
the HeiTian Troops in our Pay was abfolotely neceiTary for 
bringing about thofe good Ends which have been thereby 
cffeftuated, fo now I am of Opinion, that the keeping up ' 
the Number of our own Forces propofed, is a Meafure that 
js abfolutely neceflary for preferving that Tranquility which 

^is but juR caablilhed. 
' * But if there were no Fears from abroad, if there were 
fio Danger of any Foreign Powers attempting to difturb the 
Tranquility of Europe, yet the Prefervation even of our 
own Liberties, and of the Proteilant Succeflinn, make it ce- 
ceiTary to continue the whole Number propofed of our own 
Troops in our Pay ; for though I am very far from think- 
ing, that the Generality, or that the grcatcil Part of the 
People are difriffeded, be^ufe I always reckon that the Af- 
Jedion of the People is ro be meafured by the Affe€lion of 
their Rep re fcnta lives in Parliament ; yet I am forry to fay, 
_ that there h Hill a Spirit of JaGobitifin in the Country i 
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though it be at prefcnt dortnant, it is not quite extingui^lieJ, 
as may appear fvom the Treatment ktely given to a Petition 
for ereiling the Scatoe q( King WjiHam *, that great King, 
who had delivered us from fo many Evils, and who had pre- 
vented our falling into the mo ft abjefl Slavery that ever & 
People were brought into i yet a Petition for erefting a 
Statue in Memory of this glorious King met with fuch Con- 
tempt, ae could not be given by any but thofe who are 
xnolt enthufiaflically led by that evil Spirit ; and while there 
are any great Remains of that Spirit in the Country, the 
Government never can be fafe, nor can the Peace or Qiiiet 
of the Nation be fecnrcd, without keepii^g up fuch a Num- 
ber of regular Forces as may deprive fuch People of all 
Hopes of Succefs. For which ReaJbns, Sir, I fhall give 
my Voce for keeping up the Number of Forces propofed* 
sijw.w^fitfjiaiii. Then Sir WiHiam Wyndham fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 
* It has always been looked on as contrary to the Confli- 
totion, and inconfiUent with the Liberties of this Country, 
to keep up a Staiiding Army in Time of Peace. This is 
a Maxim that has been handed down to us from our Fore- 
fathers, and is certainly as true a Maxim as any that ever 
was, or ever can be laid down, for the Prefervation of our 
happy Conftitudon. His Majcity has been moft gracioufly 
pieafcd to afTure us from the Throne, ** That the Expcftations 
*' he had given us, from Time to Time, of feeing the general 
" Tranquility of Europe rellored and eiUbliJhed, are now fully 
*' anfvverM.^' What have we more to expeft ? do we hope 
ever to fee a Time when all the Powers of Europe will be, 
even to outward Appearance, fo fully fatisfied and pleafed 
that no Jealoufies nor private Animofittes do feem to remain ? 
The Hope is vain, the Thing is impoflible, fbr thofe very 
Measures which make one e^ify wdl always give fome Ap- 
pearance of Dtfquiet to another ; be fides, the Ambition of 
Princes is iuch, that no general Siitisfaftion can be cxpeded, 
nor c^m a profound TranquiJity be hoped for^ to remain for 
any ^J'ime without fome Dillurbance. Either now is a pro- 
per Time for us to reduce a Part of our Army, or fuch a 
Time will never happen ; and thts Nation mult always be 
obliged to be at the Expence of maintaining a numerous 
xcgulir Army, and lie expofed to have its Liberties and Pri- 
vileges 

* I'ht ^i C&ijduit iti Ch&it0iJij Lmmkn^ heit^g nrd^^d te he pnWd ^Jkiin^ 
#d matit th^^t Simi nnr^ efimmtuH&^iy a F^^ittoft %vas pr^H'mifd to the C^mrmm- 
CiitfUil hy /ffjtftf Citixnjis-^ defirh;^ h£j>ve U ereB Jt t^sim of K^i^ HViliam w 
thifamc I'tjtcf^ at ihttr oxi'fi [4i Fxpfntze^ 'iuhiih wnS fifi(s*d i And upat 
tK'sOicafioffj om tff the ClsjWflj.vA-to;, .r/ mi^ik Ufenf tbii tev^arkjfbU Pn- 
'|r^j/j«j, i(i. '1 hat to conft^nt to fuch a Kciiueit would be only tit- 
l&oviug oni£ I^iaifiiLci: to itt up u^nuthen 
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Alleges trampled upon hy the m£an& of that Army, whenever 
we ihall have a King weak or ambidoas enough, or a Mini- 
ilry wicked enough, to engage in fuch Measures. 

* A much lefs Number, than we iiave at preient, have been 
found fufficient to guard u&both againil Invafions from Abroad, 
and Infuxredions at Home, even in the Time of open War ; 
During the whole Courfe of the long Wars, we had in the 
lleignsboth of King WiUiam and Queen Anne, a Body of 6000 
or 7000 Men was thought all that was requifite to be kept 
In this Nation, for guarding us agalnft all the Attempts of our 
Enemies foreign or domeftick 1 and thb fmall Body of Men, 
with the AffttUons of the People, appeared 10 be fo ftifficient 
for the Purpofe defigned, that the United Powers of France 
ajxd Spain never durlt venture to make an Invalion upon us ; 
uay, they never fo much as attempted it hut once, and then 
they did it in fuch a faint Manner slb ftiewcd they were afraid 
of the Succefs of what they were goiiig about ; Vet evoy one 
knows what an Advantage it would have then been to the 
French Caufe^ if they could have made a Diveriion, by landing 
a Body of Troops in this Ifland. 

* After the Peace of RyAvick the Parliament was then fo 
jealous of their Liberties, and fo much afraid of introducing 
the dangerous Cuftom of keeping up a Standing Army ia 
time of Peace, that they got the Army disbanded immediately 
after the Peace was concluded, and they certainly did Right 
in domg fo. There were no fatal Confequences from thence 
enfucd, nor could the Di (banding of our Army give the leaft 
Occafion to the Partition-Treaty : Spain was then in a Man- 
ner our own, they were upon our Side, and were heartily 
engaged, or would have engaged, in any tolerable Meafures 
for preventing the French King*s taking Pofleffion of all, or 
of any Part of their Territories j but by that pernicious 
Treaty, which was even before the Conclufion of it, and 
before the fatal Eife^ it produced were felt, ftnennouily op- 
pofed by fome of our own Miniliers, and was afterwards fo 
jufUy cenfured in ParUament, the Spaniards were forced to 
throw themfelves into t]ie Arms of France ; they were oblig- 
ed to accept of the Protection of Prance, in order to pre- 
vent their Monarchy from being rent and torn to Pieces, in 
purfuancc of that ridiculous Scheine agreed upon by the 
Treaty of Partition* Yet, notvvitliilanding this falfe Step by 
which we loft the whole Monarchy of Spoinj we loft no- 
thing by having disbanded our Army ; for immediately upon 
the War's breaking out afrefh, we, in Conjuodiiou with our 
Allies, not only raifed fuch an Army as would have been 
fufiicicnt to have defended Spain, but was found to be an 
Ovcr*Match for the joint Powers of France and Spain, aMcd 
by their new Ally the Duke of Bavaria, whom wc had like* 

%ifc 



i7ii-ji. 







{ 110 ) 

wife difoblige<3, and thrown into the Scale againft m hf 
the Second Partition-Treaty, And confidering the great 
Succefs of our Anns in this I aft War, and the fmall Num- 
ber of regular Forces we had in Pay before it broke out^ 
1 think we may from thence moll certainly conclude, that 
there never can be any NcceflitJ, or really fo much as a Pre- 
tence, for keeping up fiich a numerous Standing- Army in 
time of Peace, as we have at prefent in the Ifland of Gr 
Britain alone, 

' Sir, The brave and bold Spirit which the BntJffi Subje 
naturally have is well known ; our Enemies have often felt 
it to their Coft ; I hope the fame Spirit itill remains, I hope we] 
liavc Men enough in Britain who have Hefolution to defend 
themfelves againft any Iniafion whatever, though there wen 
not fo much as one Red -Coat in the whole Kingdom. It ii 
npon the Bravery of our Subjects, upon the natural Courage 
of our Men, that we ought principally to depend for the Pro- 
te^on and Safety of our Country againil a Foreign Enemy ;l 
By truiling to this we have continued for many Years to [ 
a happy and free People, and as foon as we begin to put ourJ 
Truil in any thing elfe, our Happinefs and our Liberty willj 
lie at an End, and a State of Mi fery and Slavery muil foon 
after enfue. 

* As to the Difafi^ion that is pretended to be in the Conn try,i 
It 19 nothing but a Pretence, and it will always be a Pre- 
lence : I hope. Sir, it is fo inconfiderahle, that our ordinary 
Civil Officers are fufficient to feize, and our common Goals 
capable to hold all the DifafFc<^ed in the Kingdom : But I 
muft fay that the Continuing of a Standing- Army, even from 
Year to Year, will certainly make the DifafFe^ion increafe, 
and will make it fpread through all Parts of the Kingdom ; the 
People never can be eiify under the Load of Taxes and the 
many Oppreffions, which always are, and always mull be. the 
Confeqnences of keeping up a numerous Standi fig- Army in 
any Country. - Our People are naturally jcabus of their Li- 
berties ; the Continuing of the Array thus from Year to Year 
will make them conclude, that they are never to be relieved 
therefrom by Parliament ; this mny make them defpair of 
preferving their Liberty by any peace^ible Method , and may 
make them engage againU one another in a cruel Civil War, 
for the Prefervation of thofe Li ben ies^ which they judge to be 
in imminent Danger : Thcfe may be th^ Confequences, but 
wote to thofe Men who advife fuch Mcafures as may produce 
fuch fatal Eflfefts I I willi that neither God nor Man may ever 
pardon the Authors of fo much Mifcry ! 

' We have heard mudi. Sir, of the Dil^indion betwee0 a 
Standing Army, and a Parliamentary Army ; for my part, I 
can fee m X)iS€rcnc€> a Standing- Army is a Standing 
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"Anny, let St be audiorked by Parliament or noti the Pedplc 
may meet with the fame Opprcffions from both, and both 
mult be maintained at the People's Expe^nce. I join witb 
the worthy Member, who fpoke laft, in Opinion, that the Af- 
fcdions of the People ought to be meafured by the Ai^£lt- 
om of tiieir Reprefei tat Ives in Parliament ; it has always beea 
fo huherto ; the Subjects, when they fufpefted that the Crown 
was making .my Incroachments upon their Libe^rties, al- 
ways pleaied themfelves with tlie Thoughts that they would 
find a fure Redrefs from their Reprefent^itives affembled ill 
Parliament ; upon them they always depend for a certain 
Remedy for all their real or even imaginary Wrongs ; but if 
this Houfe ihall thus from Year to Year agree to the Con- 
tinuance of a Scan ding -Army, I am afraid tliis will no longer 
continue to be a Rule for oieafuiing the Peoples Aifeftions ; 
The People will begin to look upon Ua not as their Reprc- 
fentativesj or as the" Guardians of tlieir Liberties, but as the 
iniignjiicant Tools of a Couit, and the hiieling Supporters 
of an Adminiilration.' 

To this Mr Henry Pelham replied, * That as long as the MrJl 
Army was regularly paid, and ilriilit Difcipline kept up, he 
^id not believe that the People could meet with any InjuiHcc 
ftom them ; and as long aj they were fubjedt to be reduced 
or disbanded by the ParUamentj whenever it was thought 
convenient, they never could be employed againft the Liber- 
ties and Privileges of the Subjedb ; therefore he did not be- 
lieve that the fmalJ Number now propofed could ever raife 
any Difcontent or Jealoufy in the Minds of the People : But 
he joined Jiear tily with the honourable Member, who fpoke 
laitj in wllhing, that neither God nor Man might ever for- 
give tbofe, who were or fhould be the Occafion of our being 
obliged to iigHt for otir Liberties i yet the Cafe, he faid, had 
happened ; we had been obliged to Sght for our Liberties, and 
every thing that was dear to us i and yet notwithllanding, 
many of thofe, who bad been principally the Occafion thereof) 
had been forgiven at leall by Man/ 

Tiien Mr Barnard faid, ' That he could not agree to the Mrfiaiafi' 
Continuing of the Army upon the Footing propofed, bccaufe 
we had been alTured by his Majeily that there was a pro- 
found Tranquility abroad ; and if there was any Party at 
home again it the Protefknt Succeflion, he was convinced it 
was fo infignificant that it was not worth taking Notice of : 
That the Setting up, or not Setting up King Wiliiam*a 
Statue, could be no Argument for proving that there was a 
Spirit of Jacobitifm in the Country : Thatforhis part, he wifh- 
cd thai the Propofal had been agreed to, and that the Statue 
had been fet up ; but he was fure that the late Oppolition 
that ivw made to it, mi the rcfufmg iq fct it u^ m tVi^i'^ViaLiLKt 
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propofeJj did net proceed from any Difaffeflion to the G(^ 
vcnunent, or from an/ Dlflike of the Revolution; there 
were many other Reafons to be afiigned for that Refufal, 
which by the Generality of the People, who were concerned 
in that Matter, were thought to be of Weight enough to 
make them give their Negative at that Time/ 
Sir Philip Yorke fpoke next* 
Sir, 

* It IS certainly the Intereftof this Nation to render ideJfaJ 
tonfiderable as poffiblc amongll its Neighbours ; for the 
greater Opinion they have of our Strength and Power, the 
lefs apt they will be to undertake any Expeditions or Inva- 
fions againft us, and the more eafy it will be for us to obtain 
from them any Advantages or Immunities, which we may 
think neccfTary for improving the Trade and increafmg the 
Riches of the Kingdom, There is nothing contributes more 
to the Power and Strength of a People than Unanimity and 
Concord among themfelves : A factious divided People arc 
never able to do much good to themfelves or their Friends^ 
nor any great Injury to their Enemies and Rivals, The only 
I'hing then, that can make this Nation coniiderable in the 
Eyes of Foreignersj is a hearty Utuon and Agreement be-* 
tween his Majefty and his Parliament j this it is which has 
produced that happy Tranquility which we now enjoy, and 
which by our Influence has been communicated to the rell of 
Europe, and in a Manner forced upon fome of the Princes 
thereof; fome of them had Inclination enough to have raifed 
Commotions, and to have diilurbed the Peace and Quiet of 
their Neighbours, but they durft not venture upon jt, when 
they found the King of Great Britain and his Parliament 
%vould join heartily in the fame Meafures againft them : It 
may be fuppofed that the fame Inclinations Hill remain, they 
only watch for an Opportunity to follow them ; the leaft 
Difagreemeni between his Majefty and hh Pajliiment will 
afford them what they wiHi, what they long for, and there- 
upon the Flames of War will break out afrefh ; for preferv- 
ing therefore the Tranquility which by our Influence has 
been eftablifhed, it is neceifery to continue the Means by 
which we have been able to accomplifh fo good a Defign, 
for which Reafon I am for agreeing with what has b^a 
propofed/ 

Then Mr Walter Plomerj Jpoke as follows. 
Sir, 

* If I thought that the Continuing the Number of Forces 
propofed were nccefikry for prefer ving the Public k Tran- 
i^juility, either nt Home or Abroad, or for any other good 
End whatever, I fhould join moft heartily in the Propofa!. It 

is crminj that the Conuiiubg of fo ^at an Army in time 
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tf a profound Peace may be of dangemus Confequence to our Anna f oeft, il 
Conilitudon ; and it always muil be opprciCve as well as , *7P-^i> 
fjurthenfome to the People ; therefore nothing but an abfo- 
Ipte NeceiEty ought to prevail upon us to continue a Stand- 
ing- A nay. From psll Times we may l>e able to form a 
Judgment of the prefent ; from what has happened heretofore 
we may judge, whether there be at prefect any abfolute Nc- 
^ceflity foT keeping up fuch a Number of Regular Forces. 
~ uring the whole Time of the late War in the Keign of 
Queen Anne, there were but 6 or 7000 Men of Regular 
Forces kept in this Kingdom, and thefe were found fnilidenr, 
though the Pretender was then openly entertained at the 
French Court, and was but a few Days Journey diftant from 
us J it was then much eafier to carry on a Correfpondence 
between him and hh Friends in this Country than at prefent, 
and it mult be fuppofed that he had more ofthemthanhe 
has now ; for by the very Nature of Thingi they mull be 
daily decfeaiing, and will at laft wear quite out, if wrong 
Meafures at Home do not preveiu it ; yet notwithltanding 
the fmall number of Forces then kept m the Kingdom, they 
were never able to give the Government any great Dillur- 
beuice or Uneaftnefs ; therefore I mull conclude, that for 
preventing any Attempts from the pretender or his Pnrty ia' 
the Kmgdom, a greater Number is now not ablblutely ne- 
ceAary, but is rather quite unneeefTary and fuperfluous. 

• As ftwn as tliat War was at an End our Troops were mi* 
mediately disbanded, and the Arm/ reduced to about 6000 
Men ; it was not however at that Time pretended, that it 
was neceflkry to keep our Army on Foot till it fliould be 
Icen how the Treaty we had made fhould be rellfhed by Fo- 

ign Powers, or that there was any Danger of the VV^ar^s 
breaking out afrelh in cafe we Ihould, for the Safety of our 
Conilf tutioD, and the Eafc of our People, disband our Re * 

!ar Forces, Yet I have fo great a Refpe£l for her Majefty's 

cmory, that I cannot believe Hie had any Views of favour- 
Lg the Pretender or his Interdl, either at Home or Abroad ; 

d with this fmall Number of Regular Forces at Home, we 
found, that not only the general Trimquility of Europe was 
preferved, but upon the Queen's Demiie the Protelbnt Suc- 
cefTjon took Place without the Iea.fl: Diilurbance or Oppofi^ 
tion. There wai, it ia true, a Rebellion broke out ibme 
Time after, and thereupon the Army was augmented, but that 
Rebellion was cruflied even before the Augmentation was 
made ; the 6000 or 7000 Troops we had in our Pay 
at Home were found fufficient for fupprefling that Infurrec- 
tion ; and notwithllanding this fmall Number of Forces 
we had on Foot, and this Infurreflion that was at the fame 
Time raifcd againii his kte Mujefty, yet we find chat none of 
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the Powers Abroad ever offered either t^ difturb us or my of 
their Nerghboars. Thus we find that m former Times, and 
dut very lately too, the Publick Tranquility has been pre- 
ferved, both Abroad and at Home, by a little more than one 
Third of the Regular Forces now propofed to be kept on Foot i 
for what End then can fuch a Number be propofed, or for 
what Reaibn fhould we agree to it? For my part, I can find 
none, but very ftrong Reafons for oppofing it as much aa 
Ji^ in my Power. 

« r mult fey. Sir, that it is not to the Diminution or Re- 
du£tion of our Regular Forces, that any Attempts againfl 
us ever were, or ever can be owing ; fuch Attempts, ci- 
ther by Invafions or Infurne^ions, mLult always arife from our 
Government's purfuing Meafures by which DifaffeQion and 
Ptfcontcnt are fowed among the People ; when the People 
are generally difaife^ted, the Malecontenta will gather Con- 
fidence from their Numbers s and our Neighbours will, upon 
every Occafion, be ready to invade us, when they are fure 
of meeting with a powerful Support and Affiftance from the 
People themfelves. There is no one Meafure more apt to 
fpread a general Difaffcftion among the People than that of 
Keeping up a numerous Standing Army i this was one of the 
priricipa! Things that ruin'd the late King James, and alie- 
nated from him the People? Affedions alntoH to a Man : He 
had to truli to even a mort numerous Army than that at pre- 
fect demanded ; but what was the CoiiTequence ? That Army 
was h iar from lecuring him againll the general Difcontent 
of the People, that they thcnifelves, like hone ft Men as 
(hey were, joined in the general Defedion, and contributed 
to the Overthrow of the Man who nnjuilly put his whole 
Trull and Confidence in them, I hope, Sir, that the Eng- 
lish Armies will always behave fo ; I hope they will always 
be fo iaithfu] to their Country as to forfake the Man who 
has a Mind to enilave it ; but this is not to be depended on ; 
however, the Example (hews that any Army breeds Difaf- 
fci5lioa among the People, and that even an Army cannot be 
much depended on by tJmt King, who by putting his whole 
Confidence in themj has incurred the Difpleafure of the Peo^ 
pie. I'herefore from the fi ncere AfFe^ion I have for the 
prefent Elkblilhment, I mull be againft continuij:3g fuch a 
great Number of Regular Forces in this Kingdom. 

Mr * Horatio WaipoJe fpoke next. 
Sir, 

* I am forry to hear a Parallel drawn by any Member of 
this Houfe, between the Army kept up hy the late King 
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James, and the Army intended to be kept up at preTait ; King 

James's Army was raifed againll Law, waji maintained , 
againU the Conlent of the People, and was emr^loy'd m 
ovettiirning the Liberties of the People : The prelent Que- 
ftion is about an Army which is to be kept up, according to 
Law, and by and with the Confent and Approbation of the 
Feople, If w^ look into the Petition &f Right iclcif, what 
it fay ? why that an Army raifcd or kept up, without 
Confent of Pai-HamenEj is contrary to the Conftitution ; but it 
was never faid, that an Anny kept up by Confent of Par- 
liament is 01egal, or any way contrary to our happy Con- 
ftitution I in this Refped therefore no Parallel can be drawn 
between the prefent Army, which is to be kept up only by 
Confent of the People, and maintained by them, and that 
Army which was jais'd and maintain^ by King James him- 
felf, and was ^o Bir from being wltii the Concurrence or 
Confent of the People, that it was to be employed ngainfl 
them ; and I am perfuaded, that no Man here fuipe<5h that 
the prefent Army is to be employed in any fuch Manner. 

• I really beUeve, Sir, and I hope I am right, that there 
is but irery litde DiflTatisfadion in the Nation, and that the 
Jacobite Party is now become very inconfiderabk ; but fHll 
that Party is not to be ridiculed and made a Joke of ; We arc 
ijot fo much to defpife all Attempts that may be made by 
them, as not to take any Meafnres to provide ourfelves agatnit 
them ; fuch a Security is the beft Thing they can wilh for ; 
tJiey would be glad to be dcfpifed in fuch a Manner* Gen- 
tlemen may fay what they wi!l of the little Confeqnence of 
any Endeavours that have been, or may be u fed by them i, 
but the late Rebellion is a certain Teftimony that they are 
not to be too much defpifed. The Fate of the Kingdom 
was at tha-t Time brought even to the Decifion of a Day, 
and if the Rebels had been fuccefsful but at Prcflon, J do not 
know what might have been the Confcqucnccs ; I dread 
to think of them i But let them have been never fo fatal, if 
tht Liberties of this Nation had been overthrown by the 
Succefs of thofe Rebels^ it would have been entirely owing 
to our having fo few Regular Forces on Foot at that Time, 
We have efcapcd that Danger, but do not let us cxpofe 
ourfelves every Day to fucii Dangers for the future, which 
inufl be the neccffary Confequence of reducing any Part of 
the fmall Army now on Foot, and defued to be continued. 

' A Parliamentary Army never yet did any Harm to this 
Nation J but RedufUons of that Army have often been fataJ. 
I have been affured by a Minifter of very great Confequence 
at the Court of France, that the reducing of our Army af- 
ter the Peace of Ryfwjck very much encouraged the Court 
of Fxanee to take fsich Meafurcs, and to make fuch bold 




Steps as they afterwarJs did. They wouM have htcfi more 
cautious if we had kept ourselves in a Capacity of poaring 
in a numerous Army upon them i but they faw that we had 
put it out of our Power ; and therefore they defpifed us. 
The Redui^on of the Army after the Treaty of Utrecht 
hnd not, by good Luck, all the ill Confequences that were 
defignedj but the Redudlion was certainly made with no good 
Intent. 1 have a good Opinion enough of the late Queen* 
ihe had not, perhaps^ any ill Intentions ; but I am convinced 
that her Minifters had laid a Scheme for overturning the Pro- 
tetlant Succeffion j and they had no other Way of executing 
this Scheme, but by getting (ree of all thofe brave Officers 
and Soldiers who had ferved their Country fo faithfally in the 
late Wars ; this was what made the Army be reduced at that 
Time fo low as it was ; The Minifters knew that thofe ho- 
neft Officers would not fcrve them in the Execution of their 
defkuflive Schemes, but they took Care to fupply their 
Place hy a Body of above 6000 Men, wh^ were privately 
kept in Pay, and maintained under colour of Cheliea-Hof- 
pital i and the Confcquence fiiewed what Sort of Men thefe 
new Troops were, for almofl every Man of them appeared 
in Arms in the late Rebellion againft the Government. We 
have heard the Treaty of Utrecht, upon which this Reduc- 
tion was made, applauded by fome ; w^h ether it defervcs any 
fuch Applaufe I do not know ; but I am certain, that fmce 
that Time we have been obliged to enter into feparate 
Treaties and Negotiations almoft with every Power in Europe^ 
for amending or explaining the Blunders of that Treaty ; and 
if we are now rights whoever afcribes our being fo to that 
Treaty, may be faid to be like a Man, who afier breaking 
another's Bones, and feeing them fet again very right, and 
well cured by an able Sui-geon, cries. You are obliged to 
me. Sir, for this great Cure that has been performed upon 
you. 

* After all. Sir, I won 13 not have the FrienJs to the pre- 
fent Ellablifhment thinfc themfelves nbfo lately fafe and fecure ; 
it is not to be fuppofed hut that his MSijefty has ilill fome 
private Enemies, even in our own Country ; People may fay 
what they will about the Treatment the Petition for erelfting 
Kmg William's Statue lately met with, but I look upon it 
as an AiFront deiigne<lly put upon the Revolution ; aud I 
am fure it never could have met with fo much Contempt 
from any thing, lipt a Spirit of Jacobitifm ft ill fubfifting in 
the Country, which can ne^^er be dellroyed but by taking 
away from them all Hopes of Succefs, and this can only be 
done by keeping up an Army fu^cient to defend us againft 
their utmoit Efforts.' 
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Mr Noel ipoke next and faid, ' That he appifeved vciy 
much of his Majefty's Speech to both Houfes at the Begin- 
ning of the Seflion ; he was gJad to obfervej that his Majefty 
therein declared, in fo ftrong Terms> his AlFedion for hh 
People, but from the Motion that had been made for fuch a 
Number of Troops, he thought the Speech ought to have 
concluded with theie Words, That his Majefty, to ihew his 
Affe^^on for his People, would quarter upon them for next 
Year but iSjOOO Men.' 

After him Mr Shippen flood up, and fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 

' I fee this QueHion in the fame Light with thofe Gentle- 
men, who are of Opinion that the Deiermination of it wiJI 
ih«w the People of Great Britain, whether they are to enjoy 
their Civil Conilitution, with all its Rights and Privileges, 
or to endure a Military Government, with all ita Inconve- 
niencies and Oppreffions. 

• However harlh this Aflertion may found, it is fo well 
founded J that if we cannot now hope for a Redu£Hon of 
the ArrnVf we may for ever defpair of it. For diis Is the 
Conjunilurc, this is the Crifis, when the People of Great- 
Britain may with Reafon and Jullice expcd, I had almoft 
hid dem^ind, an Exemption from every unncceflary Tax ; 
and a£ none is more grievous at all times, fo none fecms ttj 
be more unnecejfary at this Time, than that which is oc- 
caftoned by maintaining 3.n Extraordinary Number of Land* 
Forces* Such an Exemption mail be acceptable to his Majefty, 
who hath been moil graciouJly pleafed to open this SeEon 
with declaring, ** That it is a Pleafure to him to give Eafe ta 
** his Subje^, wheiever the Welfare of the PubSck: will ad- 
** mit of it/' 

* Sir, There can be no doubt, but the Welfare of the 
Publick will now admit of reducing our Expences on the 
Head of the Army. For we have the fame Royal AfFurance, 
That the genera] Tranquility of Europe is fuUy rcftored and 
cftablifhed ; that all the jarring and contending Powers are 
united, all the different Views of Intereft and Ambition re- 
conciled, by his Maj efty's extenfive Influence* and confum- 
mate Wifdom ; that the Wounds, which have been long 
bleeding, are entirely cured, by hi^ healing Hand j that 
Peace and good Harmony are retiumed together ; that the 
Duty and AfFcdion of his Subjeds, are aU he de fires for his 
FaternaJ Love and Concern for them ; tha.t his Governmefit 
has no other Security, but what is cquaJly conducive to their 
Happinefs* 

' This is the Situation, which his Majefty promifes himfelf 
will infpire us with fuch a feafonable Zeal for the Publick 
Good, as becomes a Pariiament fcnfiblc of the Blcflijigs chejr 
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Aimof. Geo. ii. though it be at prefent donnant, it is not quite extinguiihed^ 

l^^'Z^^ 'j?' y ^ may appear from the Treatment lately given to a Petition 
for erefting the Statue of King WiUiam *, that great King^ 
who had delivered us from fo many Evils, and who had pre- 
vented our falling into the moft abjed Slaveiy that ever a 
J'^le were brought into ; yet a Petition for ereding a 
Statue in Memory of this glorious King met with fuch Con- 
tempt, as could not be given by any but thofe who are 
moft enthufiaftically led by that evil Spirit ; and while there 
are any great Remains of that Spirit in the Country, the 
Government never can be fafe, nor can the Peace or Quiet 
of the Nation be fecured, without keeping up fuch a Num- 
ber of regular Forces as may deprive fuch People of all 
Hopes of Succefs. For which Reafons, Sir, I fhall give 
my Vote for keeping up the Number of Forces propoied. 

sirw.wyndiain. Then Sir William Wyndham fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 
* It has always been looked on as contrary to the Confti- 

' tation, and incunilltent with the Liberties of this Country, 

to keep up ja Standing Army in Time of Peace. This is 
a Maxim that has been handed down to us from our Fore- 
fathers, and is certainly as true a Maxim as any that ever 
was, or ever can be laid down, for the Prefervation of our 
happy Cofiftitttdpn. His MajefVy has been moil gracioufly 
pieced to afliire us from the Throne, *• That the Expedations 
** he had given us, from Time to Time, of feeing the gene/al 
'* Tranquility of Europe reftored and eftablifhed, are now fully 
* ** anfwer'd." What have we more to exped ? do we hope 
ever to fee a Time when all the Powers of Europe will be, 
even to outward Appearance, fb fully fatisfied and pleafed 
ahat BO Jealouiies nor private Animo&ties do feem to remain? 
The Hope is vain, the Thing is impolTible, fbr thofe very 
Measures which make one eafy will always ' give ibme Ap- 
pearance of Difquiet to another; befides, the Ambition of 
i'rinces is fuch, that no general Satisfa^lbn can be expeded, 
jQor can a profound Tranquility be hoped for, to remain lor 
any Time without fome Difturbance. Either now is a pro- 
per Tnne for lis to reduce a Part of our Army, or fuch a 
Time will never happen ; and this Nation muft always be 
obliged to be at the Expence of maintaining a numerous 
regular Army, and lie expofed to have its Xaberties and Pri- 
vileges 

* The old CanMt in Chea^de, lAwdotty^ being ordered to be pt<U*d dm»y 
to maUe that Street more commoi&OKSy a Fuition was prefented to the Cmmm- 
Couficil by fome CithunSy defhrit^ Leave to ereB a Statue of Kka^ WtOiam m 
the fame J'lacey at tbiir own file Expire, vihich was r^us*d: Andupm 
this Occajiony one of the Commm-ComKil made Ufe of this remarkable Kx- 
'freffotty viz., 1 hat to confent to fuch a Requeft would be only tc* 
fnoving on« Nui&nceto fee up another. 



alleges trfunpled upon by the means of that Army^ whenever amio j. 
wc fliall have a King weak or ambitious enough^ or a Mini- - ''^' 
Rry wicked enough, to engage b fuch Meafuresp 

* A much kfs Number, thiui we have at prefent, have been 
fodnd fufficient co guard us both againit Invafions from Abroad, 
and Infurrcilions at Home, even in the I'ime of open War ; 
During the whole Courfe of the long Wars, we had in the 
Keignsboth of King William and Queen Anne, a Body of 6ooa 
or 7000 Men was thought all that was requifitc to be kept 
in this Nation, for guarding as a^unft all the Attempts of our 
Enemies foreign or domellick ; and this fmall Body of Men, 
with the Affctlions of the People, appeared to be fo fufficient 
for the Purpofe defigned, that the United Powers of France 
and Spain never durit venture to make an Invafion upon us i 
uay, they never fo much as attempted it but once j and then 
they did it in fuch a faint Manner as fhewcd they were afraid 
of the Succefs of what they were going about : Vet every one 
knows what an Advantage it would have then been to the 
French Caufe, if they could have made a Divcr£on, by landing 
a Body of Troops in this liknd. 

* After the Peace of Ryfvvick the Parliament was theti fa 
jealous of their Liberties, and fo much afraid of introducing 
the dangerous Cuftom of keeping up a Standing Army in 
time of Peace, that they got the Army disbanded immediately 
after the Peace was concluded, and they certainly did Right 
in doing fo. There were no fatal Confequences from thence 
en filed, nor could the Biibanding of our Army give the leall 
Occafion to the Partition-Treaty : Spain was then in a Man* 
ner our own, they were upon our Side, and were heartily 
engaged, or would have engaged, in any tolerable Meafurcs 
fpr preventing the French King's taking Pofle£ion of all, or 
of any Part of their Territories ; but by that pernicious. 
Treaty, which was even before the Conclufion of it, and 
before the fatal EfFefts it produced were felt* IlrenuouJIy op- 
pofed by fome of our own Miniiters, and was afterwards fo 
juIUy cenfurcd in Parliament, the Spaniards were forced to 
throw ihemfelvcs into the Arms of France ; they were oblig- 
ed to accept of the Protettion of France, in order to pre- 
vent their MonarcJiy from being rent and torn to Pieces, in 
purfuancc of that ridiculous Scheme agreed upon by the 
Treaty of Partition. Vet, notu ithllanding this falfe Step by 
which we loll the whole Monarchy of Spain, we Joft no- 
thing by having difljanded our Army i for immediately upon 
the War*s breaking out afrefl), we, in Conjunction with our 
AUies, not only raifed fuch an Army as would have been 
fuiHcient to have defended i>paiii, but was found to be ait 
Over-Match for the joint Powers of France and Spain^ aihllcd 
by their new Ally theDukeof Bav^ii:!, \^'bonl we had like- 
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\I\^^' Ji. God forbid, that an/ Compliance, any Refoludon of oarS 
''^''3*' fliould endanger, or aher the belt conilituted, the beft ba- 
lanced Governiflent in Europe, For as it is the Glory of 
OUT Anceftors, that they have maintained it in Oppofition ta 
all the Attempts of Innovation, and that they hs^ve tranf- 
miEted it entire to iheir Poilerity i fo it will be a Mark of 
eternal Infamy to that Generation, m whofe Time it fliall 
happen, either by the Ambition of the Prince, or by the 
Treachery of the Minillryp or by the Slaviihnefs of the Peo* 
pie, to be furrendered, or destroyed. 

* But I forbear running into general Arguments* I for- 
bear too anfwering the Dillinflionsj which have been made, 
betwixt Parliament-Armies and Crown* Armies, For> by 
what Epithets foever diHingnifhed, or by what Authority 
foever raifed or allow ed. Armies are in their Nature the 
fame, and the Danger of continuing them the fame, as I 
have formerly endeavoured to prove, when the Miniltry re- 
quired for many Scffions an extraordinary Number of Land- 
Forcea» only becaufe they had by their Negligence, or by 
their lofnlficiency, fo encumbered and erabarrafled the Pub- 
lick Affairs, that they wanted a itronger Guard, a more 
cffedlaal Support to fecure their Adminiilration, than their 
own Wifdom and Condu£l, 

* But the Cale is altered, and his Majcfty ha^ extricated 
tis out of all the DifEculties, out of the long unfettlcd State 
of Affairs, in which his Miniilen had involved us- I there- 
fore reft the whole Debate on the Circumilances we are (aid 
to be in at this Day, and in that View I take it to be impof- 
iible for any one, who is a Well-wifher to the true and an- 
ticnt Conftitution of this Kingdom, to vote for the Quel^ion 
as it now Hands. I fubmit indeed to the Amendment made 
by a noble Lord, \_L^rd Morpeth'] for a fmaller Number of 
Forces than was at iirll propofed, I mean for 1 2,000 rather 
than near 18,000 Men, cnly as it is the minus Malum ^ and 
not becaufe I think that Number now neceiTary for our 
Prefervation, nor becaufe I think any Number ought ever 
to be admitted into our ElbibliJhment, or conlidered as a 
Part of our Conllitudon, on any Pretence whatfoever/ 

Hr R. Woipoiff. Sir Robert Walpole Hood up next^ and made the follow- 
ing Speech : 
Sir, 
* I find the Gentlemen, whooppofe the Motion made by my 
honourable Friend, have all along argued » as if the Number 
of Forces now propofed were to be kept up againll Law^ 
or to contmne for ever ; whereas the very Defign of the 
Motion made to this Houfe is, in order to have a Law for 
keeping them up ; and a!l that the Gentleman wants hy his 
Motion is, that they Jhall be continued for this Year only. 

The 
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TJie Cafe then before us h* whether it wiD be more proper, 
and more for the Benefit of the Nation, to keep up the 
Number propofed for one Year, or hy an ill-timed Frugality 
to reduce ibme Part of them, and thereby expofe the Nation 
to he contemned and defplfed by our Neighbours round iis^ . 
and that at s. Time when the Publick Tranquility is but 
.juft fettled, and before we can know whether fomeofour 
^neighbouring Powers are fatiffied or not. Nations, as well 
^as private Men, muJl accommodate their Meafores to the 
Times they live in. The Circumftauces of Europe are now 
much altered from what they were in former Days ; but a 
very few ^-^ges ago there was no fuch Thing in Europe as 
what we now call a Standing- Army ; there was nothing but 
the Militia in any Country^ and therefore it %vas no way ne- 
■ cefTary for us to have any Thing elfe. If we quarrel IM with 
I any of our Neigh boujs, we were fure they had nothing bac 
Militia to bring a<jainfl us, our Militia was, and I hope is 
flill as good as theirs , but 1 do not believe that any Man 
will fay, that the Militia of any Country can be made fulljr 
as goad as Regular Troops bred up to Difciplinej and accuA 
tonied to Command for many Years ; the Thing is impoiJi- 
ble, and is fo look'*d on by all the Powers of Europe : There 
is not now a Sovereign State in Europe, but keeps a Body o£ 
Regular Troops in tlieir Pay ; there are none of our Neigh- 
Lours but what keep a much greater Number than we do ; 
and til ere fore it is become in a manner abfolutely JieceiTaryr 
for us to keep fome ; we muil have fome Regular Troops tm 
oppofe to thofe that may upon a fuddeti Emergency ha 
brought againil ns, and to obliruft and oppofe their PalTaga 
till we have Time to rajfe more : The only Que ft ion is^ 
Jiow great a Number we ought to keep, and in what Man- 
"^ er they are to be kept up, and fo aa not to be dangerous 
I our ConlUtution ? 
* As to the preventing of any Danger arifmg from the 
R^ular Forces kept up, I do not think there can be a better 
Method propofed, than that of keeping ihem up only by 
Authority of Parliament, and continuing them only front 
Year to Year ; by this Method, Sir, they mull always be 
dependent upon, and fubfcrvient to the Parliament or People^ 
and confequtntly can never be made ufe of for any Thmg^ 
but for the Prcfcrvation and Safety of the People againit 
all Attempts foreign and domellick j and while they tkrc 
kept up in this Manner, they will always be a Terror to 
€>ur Enemies, without fubjefiing us to any of thofe Mlsfor^ 
tmies which other Countries have fallen into. A Standing 
Army, I find, is reprefented by fome Gentlemen, who have 
fpoke upon the other Side of the QudHion, as not to be de- 

(ided on ev«n by the King, whofe Se^ice tliey ^rc inJ 



Anno;. Gfio.tL 



J 



Gc? II, 



( f^lt ) 

I grfiiK that an Army of Britifh Subje€l3, whatever Way 
kept up or modelled, is not to be trulled to by a King who 
naakcs any Attempts upon the Liberties of the People ; hot 
if fudi an Army, raifed and maintained without Confent of 
P;iFnament was, we iind, not to be trufttd to by a King 
rho had fuch Defigns, how much lefs can any Man dqjcnd 
for the Execution of fuch Defigns upon an Anny fuch as 
we have at prefent ? An Anny raifed, kept up, and main- 
tained by the People ; an Army that may be difmiffed by 
them when they pleafe ; and an Anny that is commanded 
by Gentlemen of fome of the bell: Eiktes and Families a- 
mongft us J who never can be fuppofed capable of joining in 
any Meafures for cnilaving a Country, where they have fo 
great im Intereft, and where their Anceftors have fo often 
Signalized themfelves in the Caufe of Liberty, It is not 
therefore to be imagined, that ever fuch an Army can be of 
nny dangerous Confequence to our Liberties, were they much 
more numerous than they are propofed to be. 

* It is certain, that every State in Europe now meafures 
the Strength of their Neighbours by the Number of Regular 
Troops they can bring into the Field i the Number, or even 
the Bravery of any Militia is nat now much regarded, and 
berefore the Infiuciice and the Credtt that every State in 
Europe hr-j?, or can expcdl: in the publick Negotiations there- 
of, depends entirely upon tile N timber of Regular Troops 
they can command upon any Emergency ; we muft therefore 
conclude, that if we reduce the Number of our Forces, our 
►Influence Abroad will decreafe ; our Enemies will begin to 

lagincj that they may catch great Advantages of us, or at 
leatt of onr Allies, before we can be in a Condition to a^rd 
■'mny confiderable AiTiItance to our Frienda, or do any great 
Injury to them ; upon which Account I cannot tliink it pru- 
dent to make any great Redu£lion of oar Army, before (he 
"""reaties, wc have made for ellablifhing the Tranquility of 
lilurope, are fully and abfolately fecured by fuch Alliances, 
as may make the Execution of what we have iUpulated and 
agreed upon, certain and indifputable. 

'But even as to our Security at Home^ I do not chink. 
Sir, that it can bear any Redufiion at prefent ; we do not 
know what fudden and anexpeil:ed Attempts may be made 
Cpon us s and notwithilanding the great Army we have, 

is pretended, at prefent, it is ce renin that we could not 
in feveral Weeks Time bring 5000 Men of Regular Force* 
together in any Part of the Ifland, for oppofmg any Invafion 
tliat may happen to be made upon us^ without Itrjppingour 
Capital^ and leaving it without any Defence againll its open 
or fecrec Enemies. Thofe who tell us, that there were no 
pQX€ iimi yoQQ Men in England during the Courfc of th« 
' " * late 
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hte War, forget that we had at that 'fime 4000 or ;ooO Anno^ oeo.n. 
Men in Scotland, and had all along a great Army Abroad "tj^j*. 
at our Command, which we could bring over when we 
pleas'dy and did a£tually bring over 10,000 Men from 
Planders, immediately upon the firil certain Accounts we 
had that the French deiigned an Invafion in Scotland, which 
made the Number of Regular Forces then in the liland above 
2O9OOO9 and fliews that we were very far from relying upon 
the 7000 Men, we then had in England, for our fole Defence > 
in the Time of Danger : Befides, we ought to confider that 
the King of France was then wholly taken up in defending 
his own Territories, and fettling his Son in the PoffeiSori of 
the Spanifh Monarchy ; he had not Time to think of the 
Pretender, nor could he fpare any Troops hr Jnaking aa 
Invafion upon us. 

* Whereas, (hould that Nation, or any other begin now 
to have a Quarrel with us ; the firft Thing they would 
probably do, would be to endeavour to fteal in the Pretender 
upon us with a good Body of Regular Troops ; which At- 
tempt they will always be the more ready to make, the fewer 
Regular Forces we have at Home to oppofethem : We have 
now no Army Abroad at our Command ; our Allies mjght 
perhaps have no more thaa were aWblutely neccffary for the 
Defence of their own Territories, and though they had, w« 
know what a tedious Afikir it is before they can be brought 
over to our Aflifbnce ; we cannot therefore properly put our 
Truft in any but thofe which we have within the Ifland, and 
the Number propofed is the finalleft we can truft to, till the 
AiFairs of Europe be fo fettled, as that we can be in no 
Danger of an Attack. 

' I muft take Notice, Sir, that all thofe who are pro- 
fefled Enemies to our Conflitution, and to the Proteflant Sue- 
ceffion, exclaim loudly againfl a Standing Army : There is 
not, I believe, a Jacobite in the Land, but what appears 
firenuoufly againfl the keeping up fo great a Number of Re* 
gular Forces : I mud. Sir, upon this Occafion, acquaint you 
with a Story that happened to me but the other Day. Some 
Bills having been lately fent orer from Ireland for his Ma- 
jefly's Approbation, and among them one againU the Papifb 
of that Kingdom ; Counfel were admitted to be heard for 
and againfl the Bill : In arguing of this Matter, it h^pened 
that the Counfel for the Papifts had Occafion to refer to the 
Articles of Limerick, and therefore wanted them to be read i 
but there being no Copy of them then at the Counfel Boards 
their Solicitor, who was a Papifl, pulled a little Book out of 
liis Pocket, and from thence read the Articles : I fuppofed 
that this little Book was his FaJe Mecum^ and therefore I 
ddired to look upon it, and found that it contained thofe 
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Articles of Limenck, tJxe French King^s Declaration agamft 
the States of Holland m the Year 1701, and three Arga* 
nients a^nil a StaRding Army ; from whence I concluded, 
that this Solicitor was a notable Holderforth in Coffee- Ho ufes 
again ft the pernicious Confequences of a Standing Army j 
and 1 do not doobt, but that if he were a Member of tkia 
Hoofe, he would he one of the keen eft among us againA the 
prefent QuelHon : For which Reafon, Sir, 1 ihall glory iii 
being one of thofe that are for it.' 
^w.pbUmcx* To this Mr William Pulteney replied as follows : 
Sir, 
' Wc have heard a great deal about Parliamentary Ar- 
mies, and about an Army continued from Year to Year 1 I 
Jave always bcen^ Sir, and always fliall be againil a Standing 
Army of any Kind % to me it is a terrible Thing, whether 
under that of Parliamentary or any Qth^t Defignation ; a 
Standing Army is iHll a Standing Army, whatever Name it 
be calJed by i they arc a Body of Men diilina from the 
Body of the People i they are governed by different Laws ; 
blind Obedience, and an entire SubmifTion to the Orders 
of their Commanding Officer^ is their only Principle. The 
Nations around m^ Sir, are already enflaved, and have been 
cnflaved by thofe vtry Means ; by Means of their Standing 
Armies they have every one loft their Liberties ; k is indeed 
impoiBble that the Liberties of the People can be prefcrved, 
in any Country where a numerous Standing Army is kept up. 
Shall we then take any of our Meafures from the Examples 
of our Neighbours > No, Sir^ upon the contrary, from their 
Misfortunes we ought to learn to avoid thofe Rocks upon 
ivhich they have fplit. 

* It fignifies nothing to tell me, that our Army is com- 
manded by fuch Gentlemen as cannot be fuppofed to join in 
any Meafures for enllaving iheir Country \ it miy be ^o ; 
J hope it b ib ; I have a very good Opinion of many Gen- 
tlemen now in the Army ; I believe they would not join in 
any fuch Meafures ; but their Lives are nncertain, nor can 
we be fure how Jong they may be continued in Command ; 
they may be all difmiiTed in a Moment, and proper Tools of 
Power put in their Room. Eefides, Sir, we know the Paf- 
£oDs of Men^ we know how dangerous it is to truft the beit 
cf Men with too much Power ; where was there a braver 
Army than that under Julius Geiiir ? Where was there ever 
an Army that had ferved their Country more faithfully ? 
That Army was commanded generally by the beft Citizens 
of Rome, by Men of great Fortune and Figure in their 
Country j yet that Army enJlaved their Country. The Af- 
fedions of the Soldiers towards their Country, the Honour 
and Integrity of the Under- Oihcer^, aie not to be depended 
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on ; by the Military Law, the Adminillhitloii of JdjfHee is Anno5. Geo, 
fo quick, and the Punifhments fo fevere, that neither Officer 
or Soldier dares offer to difputc the Orders of his fapreme 
Commander ; he niuft not confolt his own Inclinations : If 
an Officer were commanded to pull his own Father ont of 
this Houfe, he muft do it ; he daires not difobey ; immediate 
Death would be the fure Confequence of the leaft Grumb- 
ling. And if an Officer were fent into the Court of Requefts, 
accompanied by a Body of Muiketeers with fcrewed Bayonets, 
and with Orders to tell us what we ought to do, and how 
we were to vote, I know what would be the Duty of this 
Houie ; I know it would be our Duty to order the Officer 
to be taken and hanged up at the Door of the Lobby : Bu^ 
Sir, I doubt much if fuch a Spirit could be found in the 
Houfe, or in any Houfe of Commons that will ever be in 
England. 

* Sir, I talk not of imaginary Things ; I talk of what has 
happened to an Engliih Houfe of Commons, and from an 
Englifh Army, not only from an Engliih Army, but an Army 
that was railed by that very Houfe of Commons, an Army 
that was paid by them, and an Army that was commanded 
by Generals appointed by them ; therefore, do not let us 
vainly imagine, that an Army raifed and maintained by Au* 
thority of Parliament will always be fubmiffive to them : If 
an Army be fo numerous as to have it in their Power to over^ 
awe the Parliament, they will be fubmiffive as long as the 
Parliament does nothing to diibblige their Favourite General s 
but when that Cafe happens, I am afraid that inflead of thb 
Parliament's difmiffing the Army, the Army will diimiis thfe . 
Parliament, as they have done heretofore. Nor does the 
Legality or Illegality of that Parliament, or of that Army> 
alter the Cafe, for with refped to that Army, and according 
to their way of Thinking, the Parliament difmiifed b^ theia- 
was a legal Parliament ; they were an Army raifed and main- 
tained according to Law, and at firft they were raifed, as they 
imagined, for tiie Prefervation of thofe Liberties which they 
afterwards deftroy'd. 

* It has been urged. Sir, that whoever is for the Protedant 
Succeffion muft be for continuing the Army : For that very 
Reafon, Sir, I am againft continuing the Army : I know 
that neither the Protellant Succeffion in his Majefty's moSt 
Illuftrious Houfe, nor any Succeffion can ever be fafe as long 
as there is a Standing Army in the Country. Armies, Sir^ 
have no Regard to Hereditary Succeffions. The firil two 
Cx^fars at Rome did pretty well, and found Means to keep 
their Armies in tolerable Subjedion, becaufe the Genemli 
and Officers were all their own Creatures ; but how did it 
&re with their Succeflbn I Was not every one of them nam- 
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ed by the Army without any Regard to Hereditary Rigkt, 
or to any Right ? A Cobler, a Gardiner, or any Man who 
happened to raife himfelf in the Army, and could gain their 
Affedionsj was made Emperor of the World : Was not every 
facceeding Emperor raifed to the Throne^ or tumbled head- 
long into the Duft, according to the meer Whim or mad 
Frenzy of the Soldiers i 

* We are told. Ho I Gendemen, but this Army is defired 
to be continued but for one Year loogerj it is not defired t& 
be continued for any Term of Years ; how abfurd is this 
I>illin£tion : Is there any Army in the World continued 
for any Term of Years ? Does the moil abfolute Monarch 
teU his Arrny^ that he is to continue them for any Number 
of Years, or any Niimber of Months ? How long hive we 
already continued our Army from Year to Year ? And if it 
thus continues, wherein \vj11 k differ from the Standing 
Armies ofthofe Countries which have already fubniitted 
their Necks to the Yoke? We are now come to the Rubicon; 
our Army is now to be reduced, or it never will ; from his 
Majefty's own Mouth we are afTured of a profound Tran- 
quility Abroad, we know there is one at Home ; if this is not 
a proper Time, if thefe Circumlbnces do not aiFard m a fafe 
Opportunity for reducing at leaft a Part of our Regular 
Forces, we never can expe^ to fee any Redudion ; and this 
Nation, already overloaded with Debts and Taxes, mult be 
loaded with the heavy Charge of perpetually fupporting a 
numerous Standing Army ; and remain for ever expofed to 
the Danger of having its Liberties and Priv^ileges trampled 
upon, by any future King or Miniftry, who fliall take it in 
their Heads to do fo, and fhall take a proper Care to model 
the Army for that Purpofe.' 

Then the Queftion was put^ on Sir Willkra Strickland's 
Motion, which was agreed to, without any Amendment^ by 
241 againll 171, 
MrPuitentymflv-es Ja?i. zj, Mr WiUiam Pulteney moved, ' That an humble 
wL?^.'^p"h^^ Addrefs be prefented to bis Majdiy, that he would be graci- 
^rfSli^le ^""^ ^^^y pleafed to give Direftions to die proper OfEcers, to lay 
Afmy. before the Houfe an Account of what Commiffions in the Army 

i Debate thereon, and Governments of Garrifons had been kept vacant, and 
n'hat Savings had been made thereupon/ Upon this Sir 
fiirw^sftkkiiuid. William Strickland flood up and fa id, * That no fuch Account 
had ever been kept at the War OfRce ; the Cuitom there 
was, that when any Officer died, the CommilTary certified 
his Death to that Office, in order that the Pay might be 
K ilopt ; and they never begn^n to iiTue any Money upon tliat 

B Account till a new Commiilion was lodged in that OfHce. 

W,Yon|e, Sir William Yonge added, 'That whatever Savings 

could pciiibly be upon that Accoutit amounted to fuch a 
■ fmall 
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fmall Sum* that it was a meer Trifle, and was not worth be- 
ing taken any Notice of by that Houfc' 

Mr Henry Pelham faid, • That all the Time he had been 
in that Office, and he believed it was h ftill, no Commifllons ^^ "* ^^t*"** 
were ever kept vacajit for any Time i That it was aJwaya 
his Majefty^s Cuftom to fill up every Commiffion in the Army 
immediately after it became vaatnt^ fo that there could be 
little or no Savings upon chat Account ; and if tJiere was any, 
the CuHom had a!wnys been to leave it to be difpofed of by 
his Maj eily> in fuch Manner as he thought fit/ 

Hereupon Mr William Pulteney fpoke as follows: 
Sir, 

* I made this Motion in a manner by meer Accident j bat 
I do not think it is any Argument againft it to tell us » that the 
Savings amount to but a meer Trifle ; we ihall be belt Judges 
of that, when we fee the Accounts laid before us ; and let it 
amount to what it will, if it is faved, (I will not fay funk, 
being a hard Word ) we ought to int^uire into the Application 
of it* I believe there are not a great many CommiiTions kept 
long vacant, but I am fure there have been fome that have 
been kept vacant for a conilderable Time ; we ought at Jeaft 
to have an Account of them ; becaafe I obferve there is a 
Demand every Year brought in^ which is called. An Jccaami 
qf Ser<vices incurred and nat pn^md^d fir \ I think the moft 
proper Way of anfwcring this Account is, to have An AccQunt 
pfSer^kfS pr^^ided for and mt perfhrmed. I am perfuaded 
that in the Civil-Lili Revenue there is not an OlEce vacant 
for a Day, but what the Savings thereby are brought to Ac* 
count, and difpofed of in the moll frugal Manner; I think the 
fame good Management ought to be obfcrv'd in the Army,' 

General Rofs iaid, * That he fuppofed the fame Method was 
obferved now, that was formerly obferved in Flanders : That 
he knew no Commifllon was then kept vacant for any 
Timci as foon as ever the Death of any Officer was certified, 
a new CommiflSon was granted to fome other in his Place, 
and what little Savings could be made that way were alwap 
left to the Difpofal of the General, and were apply 'd by him 
in fuch Maimer as he thought moll proper for the Publick 
Service, 

Mr Bootle fpokc next, 

' Whatever is given for die Maintenance of the Army is 
a Part of the Publick Money, and h is our Bufmefs to call 
iof the Accounts, and inquire into the Difpofal of every 
Farthing of fuch Money* If the Savings by vncant Com- 
miiiions have hitherto been well and properly apply *d, thejr 
who advifed fuch Applications will have the more Honour, 
and if £here have beta any Mif-applicatians^ this Houfe oughc 
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*°^* ^'.^"' w. to take C^re to j^reyent any fach for the Fatiire. In pafl 
i?it ji^ . yij^pg j|^^ Savings upon thh Account may perhaps amount 
to but a Trifle ; however, i£ is certain, that con fid emg chs 
great Number of Officers we maintain, a very large Sum may 
be annually faveJ ; and if we never call for any fuch Ac- 
county CommiiHons may in Time of Peace be kept vac^mt 
for 2 long Time, on pur pole thereby to raifc Money, in order 
to'canvert it to V^eb th^c may be prejadicial to the Nation.' 
Then Sir Robert Walpole flood up and laid : 

Sir, 
* During till the Time that the Duke of Marlborough 
commanded our Armies, there was never any Commiifion be- 
came vacant but was immediately filled up ; There was, in- 
deed, geueraily about a Week allo^ved for the ftlling up of 
any Vacancy, but what was favcd that way was generally 
given to the Colonel of the Regiment, to anfwer fome of the 
extraordinary Expences he was fome times put to ; or it wa« 
given to the Officer that fuceeedcd, to defray the Charges he 
might be at upon account of his new Commifllon. The fame 
Cuitom is Itill obferv'd, and any little Savings that happen 
between the Death of one Officer, and the putting of another 
in his room, have always been difpos d of by his Majefty in 
the Manner I have mentioned, or have been apply*d to chari- 
table Ufcs, and given in fmall Sums to thde of the Army 
who flood in need of any fiich. I hope this Houfe does not 
intend to take the Dtlpofal of fuch fmall Charities into their 
own Hands, contrary to the Cullom that has always hitherto 
been obfervtd ; I do not think that this Houfe can be fo good 
a. Judge as a Board of General Officers in the Difpoial of 
fuch Charities ; and while it is left to his Majellyj he can al- 
ways have the Advice of fuch ^ Board when any fmall Sum 
is to be difpofed of in that Way. As to the Civil Lift, there 
are no Savings by any Vacancies in that Part of the Reve- 
nue ; every Place is filled up as foon aa It becomes vacant, 
in the fame Manner as it is in the Army, the Management m 
both is the fame, and in both there is as much frugality as 
poffible/ 

Then the Quell ion being put on Mr Pulteney'g Motion, 
it was carried in the Negative, 

This Debate being over. Sir Charles Turner rqsorted the 
Rcfolutions of the Commit cee on the Suf?ply, as follows, 
viz. I. That the Number of effeftive Men, to be provided for 
Guards and Garrifonsin Great Britain, and for Guemfeyand 

J^^%j for the Year 1732, he, including i|i 5 Invalids, and 

tfc* Cnramitfice cte Men, which the fix Independent Companies coniiJl of 
ibr thKYejLT i7jii for the Service of the Highland-^ ' 7»7'^9 Men, Commmioa 
Ti f«?S!fcLig^' ^'^^ Non-Commiffion Otficers included, II. That a Sum 
rj^^^ *ar otceKliiJg 653,2161 10 s, id. be granted to his Ma- 
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jcftf, far dcfrajdng the Charge of the fud 17,709 Men, 
The firft of the abdve Refolutioins was agreed to by the 
Houfe, without any new Debate, but upon putting the Quef- *riie Rci>.iuK.jri» 
tion as to the fecond, Mr Walter Plimier flood up, and fpoke rd^irt"^!?'^ 
m follows; " " " 

Mr Speaker, 
* There w-is M Njght fuch a long Debate upon the firft 
ofthefe Refolutions, andfiich a Difturbance upon the fecond^ i^yt^'^Rdyuroi! 
that I could not then have aa Opportunity to fpeak to it. Mr wai-fiMieri 
I hope therefore, Sir^ that the Houle will now indulge me 
with a little Time to give my Sentiments even as to this 
fecond Refdution. Sir, it is highly ncceflary for the Good 
and Welfare of this Nation, that every Farthing of the 
Charge which the People are put to ihould be public kJy 
known, and fully confidered by this Houfe ; the Nation ought 
not to be cheated, and made to believe, that the maintaining 
of this 1^,000 Men coft them only 653,0001. when in reality 

I it cofts them a great deal more. Befides the Money that is 

. raifed among the People, and paid into the Hands of the 
Government, for maintaining this Army, there is not an Itm* 
keeper, an Ale- Houfe, or a Brandy-Shop in the Nntion, but 

[ what pays a very great additional Tax, by Way of Qriarters 

I for the Officers and Soldiers. 

' But there is ftill, Sir, a much greater Evil arifcs from this 
Jwddcn way of raifing Money upon the People. It is. Sir, an 
arbitrary and an unequal Way of raifbig Money, and couft- 
qncntly affords to thofe, who have the Management of the 
Army, an Opportunity of oppr effing fonie People, or fome 

. Parts of the Nation. If any Country, if any Borough in this 
Kingdom difobliges thofe in Power, by fending Reprefenta- 
lives to this Houle, who do hot vote as the Minifters would 
have them^ it is in the Power of the Govemment» even with- 
out any Pretence for fo doing, to fend a great Number of the 
Regular Forces to be quartered upon that County or that 
Borough ; by which Means a much greater Sum Is raifcd 

I upon the People of that County or Borough, tlian is proporti* 
onally raifed in any other Part of tht^ Nation ; nay, even if 
any private Irm-keeper* or Ale- Houfe Man in any County or 
Borough ihaU give a wrongVoteat the Eleflion of Members of 
Parliament, it is in the Power of the Government j by means 

[ of the Jufticea and the Conllabtes who arc named by them, 

I to opprefs that Man, by quartering more Soldiers upon him, 
fhttn are in Proportion quartered upon any one of his Neigh- 
bours, Thefe are Grievances which the Nation julUy com- 
plain of, and we ought to confider how they are to be redreffed* 
I To this Sir William Strickland reply 'd,* 
Sir, 
' The honovnbk OcitUeroaD» who fpoke M, fcemi, by 
Vol. n* JR ^Wv 
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^\?T^ what he has iaid, to bring a Charge a^inft me, or at leaft 

again ft thofe, who have been in the OSce which I have the 
Honour to be in at prefeDt, For my own p^rt, Sir, I can 
fafcly declare J that ever fincc I came into tliat Ofiicc^ there 
has been no Favour ihewn to any one Part of the Countiy, 
nor to any one Man in the Nation ; we have never fo much 
as thought of having a Regard to any thing, but to that of 
cantoning and quartering tiie Troops into fudi Places^as were 
moit ealy for the Country and moil convenient for them ; 
unlefs when the Safety and Security of the Nation in general 
required the marciiing of a Number of them into any par- 
ticular Country. Thia, Sir, has been the Method ever fmce 
I came hito the Office : It ihall be the Method as long as I 
continue in it ; and I firmly believe, that the fame Method 
was always oblerved by my PredectlTors in Oificc** 
Hereupon Mr Edmund Waller laid. 
Sir, 

* I do not know what Method has been obfervM in can- 
toning and quartering die Troops, but 1 know that the 
Country com pie ins heavily of the Oppreffions they lie under 
opon that Account 1 it is but a little Time ago fince fome of 
my own Tenants came and told me, that they Jhould be 
ruined hy the Dragoons that were quartered upon them ; 
they had not, they faid, a Lock of Hay but what they 
were obliged to give to the Soldiers ; fo that aU their own 
Cattle were in danger of being ftarved. For, Sir, in all 
CountrieF? where the Soldiers come, they and tlielr Horfca 
mulibe fir ft ferv'd, and with the bell of every Thing tooj 
and what h ftill worfe, the poor People are often obliged to 
ferve them at their own Prices,' 

Mr Henry Pelham anfwcr'd Mr Wallefj 
Sir, 

* As I had the Honour to ferve for fome Time In that Of- 
Uce, and particularly at the Time mendon'd by the honour- 
able Gentleman who fpoke laltj I think it necc/Tary to fay 
fomething upon the prefent Occafion. I remember very 
well, that Gentleman did make fome Complaints to me i 
but I remember likewise, and he mult alfo remember it, that 
I told him that the Review, which was at that Time, was the 
Occafion of bringing fo many of the Forces into that Coun- 
try ; and as foon as that was over they were fent elfewhere, 
and that GentJeman^s Tenants, in particular, were relieved, 
from any Hardship they might think they Jay under upon 
that Account. During the whole time that I was in that 
Office, there was never any fuch Complaint made to me, but 
that I immediately ordered Relief to the Perfons who thought 
themlelves aggrieved, or gave them fuch Realbns why I 

could not give them ReUcii a& they fcemed to be f:ttisiicd 
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wftb- Tn fuch Cafes I neirer had any Refpeft orPerfons t 
fo far othcrwire, that I have often given Relief at the De- 
fire of thok with whom I never did vote in this Houfe, nor 
I believe ever ftial! ; and have orcierM thcfe very Troops to 
be fent and quarterM irpon thofe, with whom I have always 
agreed in Opmion.* 

Then Mr Piumer fpoke again as follows i 
I Sir, 

* I ajn forry that what I propofcd only for the Relief of 
the Publick, Ihould be turned into a peribnal Difpute, or 
that Gentlemen fhould begin to vindicate themieJves before 
thty are nccufed. I did not fay, that the lion c arable Gen- 
deman now in the Office, or that any Gen tie ni an that ha* 
been in that Office, afed any unjuftifiable Methods iii that 
rcfpeft, to favoar one Party m the Nation more than another ; 
all that I faid, and I fay fo flill, wtis, that fuch Methods 
may be pradlifed, fuch Means may be ufed for opprefling 
thofe who happen to differ in Opinion from the chief Men 
in Power ; and fuch Means being of dangerous Confequence 
to our Conftitution^ they ought to be guarded againll and 
prevented if poiBbk. The Army, Sir* is fapported, I hope* 
and maintained for the Service of all, and therefore all the 
Subjeds of the Nation ought to contribute equally to the 
Expence of maintaining it* There is not a Soldier quartered 
tipon an Inn-keeper in Town or Country, but what coJls that 
Inn-keeper near as much as he coils the Government j (o 
that if we were to raife all the Money by Parliamentary 
Authority, that is neceflary for maintaining the great Anny 
we have, I am afraid we muft raife near double the Sum 
that is propofed.' 

Mr William Pulteaey fpokc next. 

Sir, 

* I was afraid at the Beginning of this Debate, that Bar- 
facks were to have been propbfed ; I am glad to find it 13 
not fo. I am indeed as much as any Pcrfon for giving Re- 
lief to that Part of our poor opprelFed Subjeds, the Inn- 
keepers and Viffcuallers s for fince I find that an Army is 
like to be a Part of our Conftitution, I think it very jufland 
reafonablc, that the E^fpence of maintaining them /hould be 
laid as equally a^ polTiblc upon the whole People of the Na- 
tion. But, Sir, I muft obferve, that the fame Money that 
we raife for maintaining i SjOOO Men, would maintain 60,000 
Men of Regular Forces in France, Germany ^ or any other 
Country in Europe, according to their Way of regulating 
their Armies, I know. Sir, ftom whence our great Expencc 
proceeds : It is from the great Number of Officers main- 
tained in our Army s we have fo many Regiments, and fo 
few private Men in each Regiment, 
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of mr Army sure Commiffion or Non-CommiiTitMi Ofiicerft,* 
wliicii makes our Army fo e-xpcnfive to 133, and at the fame 
Time makes it more dangerous to our Coaftitution. I have 
been affured tJiat loOjOOoL En^fh Mon^ per Jmum will 
ynaiiitain 1 0,000 Men of the Armies of France or Germany, 
or any other Troops but our own : And I have been told, 
J do not fay that I remember, or that I can depend upon 
my Author, that tlie 1 2,000 HeiTians, which we have fo loog 
maintain^, were mamtaiuM for (efs than that Sum yearly/ 
T» this Sir Robert Walpole replied : 
Sir, 

* I wifh the Gentleman, who fpokc kH, would give us, 
his Author for the Fa^; mentioned ; Jet hi|ii be who he 
will, I know the Story to be falfe : But it is the common 
Way of fcandalizing the Govenunentj to invent and fpread 
fklfe Reports thro' the Country. The Stipulation for the 
I Zjooo Heffians was made. Sir, upon the fame Footing that 
all fiich Stipulations were made during the laH War ; there 
was not a Penny lefs flipulated to be paid lor them, than 
what was agreed to by the Houfe, and the whole Money 
was yearly advanced them, according to the Accounts that 
have been laid belbre the Houfc, 

Then General Wade fpoke as follows ; 
Sir, 

* Thofe who are acquainted with the Method of maiii- 
taining a German Army, will not envy thqn the Happinefs 
of maintaining their Troops at fo cheap a Race as they do. 
It is well known, that what they come fhort of ours in Pay^ 
they do more than make up by plundering^ oppre flings and 
Taifmg Contributions upon the Countries where they are 
quartered. When I was in Italy, Sir, I had the Honour to 
be invited to dine with one of the German Generals, who 
commanded in that Country : When I came to the PaJace 
where he (lad his Quarters, I found the Hall and the Ave^ 
nues leading thereto fullof Country People, fome with Wine, 
fome with Beer, fome with Bread, fome with Fowls, fome 
with Pigs, and God knows how many other Tfungs ; I could 
not imagine what all this meant ; but when we tiune to fit 
down at Table J I found fuch Variety of Difhes, fuch Variety 
ofWine5, fo magnificent Attendance, and fo fumptuous an 
Entertainment every manner of way, which at the fame 
Time I was told to be the Generars ordinary Way of livings 
that I was very much furprizM ; and after Dinner, over a 
Glafs of Wine, I took the Liberty to afk the General, Far 
Ci^ifs S£iie, 5/Vj hc^w are yeu able to li^e after this Rate F 
fhr ii ^ijou/d Break uny of QUr Englijh Gentrah tv iH'e in fo 
fpiendid a Manner \ ^ur Pay cmdd nst fuppon it, P^y, 5/r, 

ftys he, Why^ J kay^ mne afm thh JuQunt fr&m the Gq- 
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gfirnmini i all this tomisfrom ih Cmniry mhirt I mm fuur* ajwo s- g*&, il 

iered^ mjhich thty an ubiiged tQ fumsjh me m.M/ar mtUng i *^l'"i*' 

I ka^it Sitt^ fe^tn Miles of the Country raund ailstud io me 

fQrfupperting my fahk. Then, Sir, I gaefsM at the Mean* 

f fig of atl thoie Coantry ?eople^$ being in and about the 

Hall ; I found they were all come witk their Peace-Offer- 

ings to the General : At this Rate, Sir, a German Officer 

does not ftand in need of much Fay from the Government ; 

but I hope the Kingdom of England will never be ferved at 

fuch 3 Rate.' 

Sir William Wyndham fpoke next> Sirw. Wyndl!** 

Sir, 
* I do not know what may be the Methods by which the 
Germans or French maintain their Armies ; but let their _ 

Manner be what it will, I am fure that the Expence we are 
|iow at for maintaining our Army is much greater than ne- 
ceiTaiy ^ nay^ Sir, much greater than was ufual^ even among 
ckurfelves for maintaining an equal Number of Men* I know 
that during the laft War 1 8,000 of our Troops were main- 
tained abroad for 400,000!. per Annum , and both the Officer? 
and Soldiers had the fame Pay they have now 1 it is true, it 
may be faid, that this Body of Men did not coil fo much* be- 
cauie there were no Guards among them ; but I know. Sir, 
that 12,000 Men, Guards and Garrifons included, were 
maintained at home for between 3 and 400,000!. per Jn- 
^um I out of which Sum were paid, the Generars Money, 
Waggott-Money, Contingendcs, and aJl other Items what- 
ever, any way appertaining to the Army. Confidering the 
State this Nation is in at prefent, and the heavy Debts it is 
loaded widi, I think no proper Method for faving the Pub- 
licfc Money ought to be negle^ed j if we muft maintain an 
Aimy^ let v^ maintain it at as cheap a Rate as poffible. 
Even [00,000 1 pfT Jn^m would n^akc no fmall Figure, if 
added yearly to the Sinking Fund : I hope, therefore, this 
AiFair will be thought on^ and taken into Conilderation when 
we meet next Year.' 

After this the Queflion was put, and the above Refoktkm ti» ffeM^i tcft- 
was agreea to. nuntt i&rtc.j to, 

Ja^, 28, Mr Winnington prefented to the Houfc a Bill, a mi bTt.ughi in 
F&r the htftir ficuring and in€$uragimg ihi Trade of bis Ma- xradt cht tht 3*1^31/ 
jififs S&gar-CQknhs itt America, which was received and ^jj^»« ^^ Aan- 
read the Bril Time, and ordered to be read a fecond Time. 

Hereupon Mr Perry, Member for London, faid, ' That this %vhkK upon mv 
Bill was of fuch a Nature, that all our Colonies in America r^adto^bTpiial 
ire fomc way or another concerned therein ; That tc was of ^^* 
the utmoft Confequence to the Trade and Navigation of thit - 

Kingdom, and iherefore ought to be maturely coniidercd* I 

I got only within Doon, but likcwifc by all thofe withoMt I 
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Boon who utidcrftani any thing of Trade, and have a 
Regarii for the Profperity and Wdfere of their native Coun- 
try ; and that all fuch might hnvc an Opportunity of givinfe 
their Sentiments upon this Occafion, hemoved, 'That the Bfi 
might be printed/ This Motion being feconded and agreed toby 
the Hotife, the Bill was accordingly ordered to be printed, 
Mr Winnington fpoke next, 

Sir, 
' As ttus Bin is of v^ry great Confequence to the Trade 
of this Nation in general, and to the Well-being of our Set- 
tlements ^ either upon the Continent or in the IJknds of A me- 
rica, we ought to confider the particular Trade and Produce 
of every one of our Settlements ; and therefore, that we 
imay have m much Infight into this Matter as pofllble, I 
hiove, * That the Rcprefentatiofts fent over from our feveraj 
Colonies, and kid before t!ie iionoiirable the Conimiflioiieri 
of Trade and Plantations, may be laid before this Hoa^^, 
before we go upon the fecond Reading of the Bill'' 

Mr Winnington was fupported by Col. Bladoij who fpokd 
as follows: * 
Sir, 
' There have been fcveral Reprerentations Tent over to hh 
Majefty from our Settlements in the Weft-Indies, which Rc- 
prefcntations have been referred to the Board of Trade to hi 
confidered by tkem, and for them to report their Opinioit 
upon the Matter therein contained to his Majefly : Some of 
them we have already confidered, and have given our Opi- 
nion upon them ; but there are others that we have not ai 
yet had Time fo throughly to confider as to be able to give 
any Opinion upon them ; however. Sir, in thefe lai! weftal! 
make all imag]n;!ble Difpateh, and fhall be ready Co lay 
them before the Hoafe as foon as poflible/ 
Then Mr Perry fpoke again. 

Sir, 
' As this is an Affair of fo great Confequence, we ought 
not to be in any Huriy about pa fling the Bill ; we mult 
wait til! we have all thofe Materials, which are neceflkry for 
giving us a full Information in the AiFair before us. There 
is particularly in the BHi, as now brought in, a Claufe about 
Lumber, which in my Opinion will do more Harm to the 
Trade of mod of our Colonies, and confeqaently to the Trade 
of this Nation, than all the other Clades can do Good t 
but 1 Ihall have another Opportunity, I hope, of giving my 
Sentiments fully upon this Head, and therefore 1 JhaD not 
trouble the Houfe with them at this Time,' 
After him Mr Sandys iaid, 

Sir, 
f This Bi!! was M Scffioa of Parliament a long Time 

before 
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before this Houfe j there is no Claufe in the B»l! now bmuglit 
10, but what was b the fortoer, and every one of tktm waa i 
I lien fulJy oonfidcred and perdcularly cxainined into. The 
Committee, ihat was appointed laJt Scffion of Parliament for 
drawing up the Bill, were no Icfs than three Months about 
iti in wluch, Tirt^e they certainly had under thdr Conft* 
deration every thing, that could polTibly be thought of for. 
giving them any Light into the J^W^t. 1 believe there is 
m Gentleman in this Houie, but what is perfoaded thaCi 
fqme Mcafures ought to he taken, and fpeedily taken too, 
for giving an Encouragement to our Sug^ir-L domes, fo as, 
to enable them to . cirry on a Trade, at leaiU upon an equal • 
Footing with their Rivals in the Sugar-Tradc. The onljr 
B^afon of theBill'^not pa0ing, which was brought in lail SeiEoat 
of Parliamentj was th^t they had not had Time in the other 
MQuh to coniider the Affair fo fully as they thought was 
ncjceffiuy ; I have been infoimed, that fome of the Members 
of the other Houfe even complained, th.it it was hard that 
wp did not allow them three Weeks to coniider of an Affair, 
that we had been above three Months in examining into. 
As the BUI now before us contains nothing but what was in 
tUt former Bill, which was fo fully confiderd ag to pala 
thi-ough this Houfe, I am therefore of Opinion^ that there is 
BO Occafion to make any Delay in the paffing of this Bill^ 
or to wait for any ferther Information in the Affair ; for I 
ain perfuaded we can receive none, but what hk$ been already 
laid before this Houfe, and fully coofiderM m the Pairing of 
thp former Bill/ 
Mf Oglethorpe fpoke next, 

* Sir, 

* Ib all Cafes that come before this Houfe, where there 
teems to be a Claflimg of Interefls between one Part of the 
cJounrry and another, or between one Set of P-oplr and a- 
nother, wc ought to have no Regard to the particular Jntereil 
©f any Country or Set of People j the Good of the whole is 
what we ought only to have under our Confideratlon : Our 
Colonies are all a Part of our own Dominions ; the People in 
every one of them are our own People, and we ought to 
ihew an equal Refpe^ to alL 

* I remember, Sir, That there was once a Petition pre- 
fented to this Houfe by one County, complainbg, that they 
were very much injur'd in their Trade as to the Sale of 
Bmns, by another ; and therefore they modeilly piayM, that 
the other County fliould be prohibited to lell any Beans, 

* Such things may happen, I hope it is not fo at prefent, 
but in the Cafe* before us, if it fhouM appear, tb^t all our 
Plantations, upon the Continent of i'lmerica, areagainil that 
wkx^ h dfifir'd by itic Sogar-Colomes, we arc to piefumcp 
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1 jp Gfeo. iL St leafi, ttat tHe granting thereof will be a Prejudica to £he 
>7ji-ja- , Xrade or panicular Intereib of our Contineni-Scttlcmente ; 
and furely, Sir^ the Danger of hurting Co confiderable a Part 
Df our DominionSi a Part fa extenfive as to reach from the 
34th to the 46th Etegree of Northern Latitude, wiU at leafl: 
make us incline to be cxtrsneJjr cautious in what we are go- 
ing about- 

* I ihall be a5 read}?' as 9^f Man, to give all poffible Re- 
lief and Encouragement to our Sugar Colonies; but if the 
Relief or Ericouragement asked for appear to be an Injury ta ' 
the whole, or if it appe^ that it will do more Harm to the ^ 
other Parts of our Dominions than it can do Good to them^ (^ 
we mult refufe it ; we mxdk think of fome oiher Methods for'"" 
putting them upon an equal Footing with thofe> who are their 
Rivals in any parricular Branch of Trade. 

* We may form fome Judgment, Sir, ffoin the Appctonoft 
that were before ns laft Seffion of Parliament : but we may- 
form a much more dilUnfl Judgment of Things from what 
may be brought before us now. Some of thofe, concerned 
here for our Settlements upon the Coutinent/eemM lalt Year 
to be indifferent ; they Teemed in fome ^4anner to give thg 
Affair up, I believe without any good Authority from their 
Conftituents i but now the Colonies themfelves have had an 
Opportunity to confider the Affair then before us, and td 
fend over their Thoughts upon the Subge£t in a proper and 
authentick Manner 1 their true and red Sentiments will beft 
appear from the Reprefeniations they have fent over i and 
till thefe are laid before us, we cannot give our Opinions^ 
cither as to their IncHnations, or as to the Weight of the Ob- 
j eft ions that they may make. 

* I mull fay. Sir, to the Honour of the Gentlemen con- 
cerned in the Board of Trade, that they are as exa£i and as 
diligent in all the Matters which fall under their Province as 
any Board in England ; they have much more Eufinefs than 
moft others, and their Bufmefs will be daily increafmg, in Pro- 
portion as our Colonies increafe in Riches and in Power, It 
is already one of the mofl nfeful Boards we have, and as long 
as the iame good Conduft is purfued, it will always be of 
great Benefit and Advantage to the Trade of the Britiih 
Dominions.' 






After this Debate, it was rcfolvM, That an humble Ad- 
drefs fliould be prefented to his Majefly, chat he would be 
gracioidly pleafed to give Dijreflions to the Commiflioners 
fot Trade and PlantationSi to lay before the Houfe, Copies 
of all Reprefentaiions and Papers, which had been laid before 
them, fmce the laft Sefiion of Parliament, relating to thti 
Difpute between bis Ma|eily*s Sugar* Colonies and Northern 
Colonics in America. ' Ths 
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Then Mr Wyndham^ Member for Dunwkh^ moved^ 
That a Committee be appointed ta infpeft and fettle the 
Fees to be taken by all the Officers and Servants of their 
Honkt and to examine what Salaries or Allowances they 
had from the Government, and to report the fame, with 
their Opinion thcrenpon, to the Houfe. 

Hereupon Sir William Yonge fpoke as follows ; 
Sir, 

' CSonfidcring how mach Btifincfs of great Conreqaencc ^^-^'"^Dfis- 
now lies, or may probably come before chis Hoofe during 
the Cbtirfe of this Seflion of Pariiament, I do not think that 
we ought to take up the Time of the Houfe with any 
Matters of fuch a triftkjr Nature, If any Complaint had 
been made to us of any Exadions or exorbitant Fees taken 
by any of our Officers or Servants, it would have been our 
I>uty to have inquired into it, and to have given all pro- 
per Redrefs j but as there has been no fuch Complaint made^ 
at'lcaft I have heard of none, I can fee no Reafon why we 



ought to enter at prefent into fuch an Inquiry* 

To this Mr Wyndham reply d: 
Sir, 

• I made this Motion, not expc^ing indeed that it would 
have been oppofed by any Gentleman in the Houfe, and 
therefore I did not think it was neceflkry for me to give any^ 
Reafons fm making the Motion ; but now that I am called 
upon, I mull fay, I believe. Sir, it is well known, that there 
are very great Complaints without Doors of the extravagant 
Charges and Expences, that People are obliged to be at in 
paifing private Bills, or in carrying any other Bufincfs through 
cither Houfe of Parliament ; I do not know where the Fault 
lie5, perhaps it may be in the other Houfe, but Jet them 
look to themfelves^ we ought at kail to take Care that there 
be no Ground for any fuch Complaint in our Houfe. Wc 
are not to wait rill a regular Complaint be made ; few will 
venture to complain in Form, bccaule no Man knows how 
loon he may be obliged to come back again ; and when any 
Exaflions are made, they are fingly confider*d fo incon- 
fiderabb, that no Man thinks it worth his while to complain ; 
but many Trifles amount to a Sum, and fiich Things gene- 
rally grow worfe and worfe when not looked after and in- 
quired into ' If there be any Evil, what I have propofed will 
be an effifdual Remedy ; I fliai! be forty if my Motion is 
not agreed to ; but I will at leait have the Pleafure of hav- 
ing made it, and thereby done what was In my Power for 
prevetuing any Evil that may enfue/ 

Upon this Mr Spa.kcr flood up, and fpoke as follows. 
Gentlemen, 
' • Since my Time, I know of no Exii^iotis nor aity exor- 
^ V L a, S bitanit 
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quinea aa T could, I remember fome Time aga, I fouiwl 
that a Guinea, was ufoally given to my Secretary, upon the 
giving out the Warrant for Writs, whereas the old Fee was 
but ten Shillings ; I thereupon ordered exprefly, that he 
ihould not receive any more upon fuch Occafion than the 
old Fee of ten Shillings i and to prevent all Pretence of giv- 
ing or taking what Is commonly called Exjicdition-Money, 
I ordered, that even this Fee flionld not be charged or paid 
till after the Eledion was made^ and the Oaths taken upon 
the Return of the Writs, I likewife have obferved, that 
the Clerk of Committees ufually got a Guinea^ in place of the 
old Fee of 1 3 s. and 4 d. This I alfo have endeavoured to 
retli fy, though it muft be granted that in moil: Cafes, even a 
Guinea is a Reward fmall enough for his Tjouble and At- 
tendance upon fuch Occafions, But I believe that this Mo- 
tion was made, not fo much on account of any Abufes that 
have been lately committed, as to prevent any fuch in Time 
to come, which ought to be every Gentleman's Care, and 
Ihal! be mine, in particular, as long as I have the Honour to 
be in the Place where I am, 
Mr Sifidfs. Mr Sandys fpokc nexti 

Sir, 

* i ain perfuaded, that it has al\^ys been your particular 
Care, that no Impofitions Jhould be made upon any of the 
SubjeftSj who have happened to have any Bufmefs before thia 
Houfe ; and I believe no Gentleman thinks that we have any 
Occafion for fuch a Committee, as hath been propofed, on ac- 
count of any lace E?ca£lions or exorbitant Fees ; but now that 
aa Inquiry into the Fees taken by our own ServanU has been 
propofed, I am afraid it may be fonie Imputation upon us, 
not to agree to the Motion. Confidering how many Years 
ago it is, fince the Fees to be taken by the Servants of tliis 
Hoiifc have been fettled, I do not doubt but that fame of 
them may now be found to be too fmall i and if this Affair 
be referred to a Committee, I think they ought to increafe 
tholl^ which they judge to be too fmall, as well as to diminiih 
thofe which they may think extravagant. 

"m* w. Piumef. After aim Mr Walter Plumer faid. 
Sir, 

• I look upon this Motion to be a very proper dhe at prt- 
fent, and I hope the Houfe will agree to it ; becaufe I thinkp 
Sir, we ought to fearch wKether or no there be a Beam in 
our own Eye in order to pull it out, before we begin to pull 
out the Mote that is in another's. I prefume the honour* 
able Gentleman^ who made this Motion, made it only as a 
Prelude to fomething ef more Coareqiience s I hope, after 
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wc have examined Into, and fettled the Fees to be taken hy 
our own Clerks and Servants, we fhall next proceed to ex- 
amine into, and fettle the Pees to be taken by the Officers, 
Clerk* and Servants of all our Courfs of Law, As to the 
Fees uf this Houfe, I do not know what may be the Cafe, 
but I am (lire that the other h a very great Grievance, and 
loudly complained of by the whole Nation. We have had 
printed Liib of all thofe Fees laid before m : As yet we have 

fone no farther bat only to receive them ; but thofe who 
rough t them in have gone a little farther ; they think they 
m^y ni>w, by Authority of Parliament, exnft all the Fees, at 
lea ft, that are mentioned in thofe Lifts, and from thence they 
have taken Occafion, even to en ere a fe fever a I of their Fees 
much beyond what they had formerly any Authority for ; 
{o that iinlcfs we proceed farther, and make fome proper Re- 
gulations as lo all thofe Liits of Fees that have been laid be- 
fore us, we have by calling for ihem, done rather an Injury 
than a Service to our Country. I fhall therefore be for agree- 
«ig to the Motion now made^ on purpofe that we may, with 
Decency, proceed to the inquiring into and fettling the Fees, 
that are to be taken in all the Courts of Law, and other Of- 

Ifices in the Nation. 
Then Mr Winmngton flood up, and faid. 
Sir, 
' According to the Order of this Houfe, a Lift of the Fees, 
iifually taken by every Clerk and Servant belonging thereto, 
lias been brought in, and has been, I believe, perufed by 
tnoft Members of the Honfe. I do not hear tliat any Ob- 
jedion is made to any of them, or that it is pretended that 
more has been at any Time taken i I therefore do not fee 
Ivhat Ufe there is for a Committee in this Affair ; I believe 
if we order them to be prtnced, and Copies to be fix'd up In 
the publlck Offices belonging to the Houfe, it will be fuffici- 
Bent for preventing any exorbitant Demands in Time to come, 
B^nd wiO be as effedual as any thing chat can be done by % 
K Committee. I fuppofe the Gentlemen have fome farther 
H Defign in this Matter j but if they have, I think they may 
■ proceed upon it, i^ithout giving tke Houfe any ncedlcfi 
" Trouble zs to the Committee now moved for, 
Tq this Mr Pulteney anfwer'd, 

»Sir, 
< I was not at aB m the Secret as to this Motton s I did 
not know any Thing of what farther Defign there may be^ 
fo chat I am fure I cannot in this Affvir be any way a Blab- 
ber. I agree with the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
la ft, as to the ordering the Lifl of Fees to be printed ; let 
Ihcm be printed and publiihed, and if my worthy Friend 
S « pleafes^ 
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cannot think, Sir, that we ought to relt fatisfied with the IM 
ddiverecJ, without inquiring any farther about ihe Matter; 
becaufe a Lift of Fees has been delivered in, we are not fu re- 
ly from thence to conclude, that no greater Fee has ever been 
taken than wha:t is mentioned in that lill : £xa£lions are ad^ 
ways made in a private dandefline Manner ; fuch Secrets 
inay be djrcove;'fed by a Committee^ but we are not to ex- 
pert that ever the Authors of fuch will, in a publick Man^ 
ner, come voluntarily and give the Houfe an Information of 
the Crimeis they have been guilty of* It is well known how 
terrible Parliamentary Inquiries are to thofe who have been 
guilty of any Iniquity ; and though by the Inquiry now moved 
for, no Iniquity ihall be difcovored, yet tJie Terror of it 
will remain, and will be a Bar to Extonion for a long Time 
to come/ 
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Then the QucJlion being put, it was carried in the Affir- 
mative, and a Committee was appointed accordingly. 

The fame Jy^iy a Petition was prefented by Sir Thomas 
Lombe, allcdging, ^ I'hat he had, at his oivn Expence, and 
with tiie litmolt Difficulty and Hazard, difcovered and intro- 
duced into this Kingdom the Art of making fine Italian Or- 
ganziae or Throv^^Ti-Silk out of fine Raw Silk, by large En- 
gines of a mnft curious and intricate Stru£lure, which Com- 
modity was abfolutely neceffary to carry on our Siik-Weav" 
ing Tiade, and was formerly bought vvith our Money, ready 
worked in Italy : That his late Majefty had granted him 3 
Patent for the fole making and ufing the faid Engines for the 
Term of 1 4 Years 5 but that feveral Years of the faid Term 
was expired before he could finifti the faid Engine, and by 
reafon of otiier BiiHcohies, the whole Term was almofl: eJC- 
pired before he could bring the Manuladure to Perfedion i 
and therefore praying that the Houfe would take his Cafe 
into Confideration^ and grant him a farther Term of Years 
for the folc making and ufing the faid EngincSj or fuch other 
Kecompence or Relief, as to the Houfe iliall fceni meet,* 

Upon thi5 Mr Perry flood up and faid, ' That he knew 
that the Petitioner had been at a very great Troiible and Ex^ 
pence about the fetting up of that Engine » and that a great 
Part of the Term granted by the Patent had paffed, before 
any Advantage could be made of that moft ufeful Invention » 
znd therefore he moved. That the Petition iliould be referred 
to the Coniideration of a Committee/ Mr Oglecfiorp added, 
* That Jince the Petitioner had, at his own Ex pence ^ud 
Hsiisard^ introduced a moft ufeful and neceffary Manufacture 
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into this Kingdom^ he ceruinly ought to meet with all pro- 
per EnraurageineDt : That one Engiae was now fet up and 

fini&ed in the Town of Derby, by whkh that whole County^ 
was improvd, and many of their Poor employed, who pro- 
bably would have otherways been a Burden upon their re- 
ijpcftive Parishes : Therefore he feconded the Motion for re- 
ferring the Petition to a Committee.* Hereupon Sir Thomas SkTlw, 
Alion faid, * That Patents had always been lookM upon 
as prejudicial to the Trade and Mamilafiuies of this 
Kingdom^ more efpccj;illy when continued for any long Term 
of Years ; for which Reafon their Anceftors had been fo 
wife, as to m^ke a Law againll the granting of any Patent 
for a. longer Term than 1 4 Yeiirii ; and it would be a dan- 
gerous Precedent for them to prolong the Term, or to grant 
a new Term to any Patentee : Thac the Petitioner had en- 
joyed the Bene£t of his Patent feveral Years, hi:d carried on 
a vaJl Trade under the fame, and ha^i thereby acquired a 
great deal of Riches, which he thougiu WdA a iuffident 
Kecompence for the Charge or Hazard he had been at r 
l^hat the prolonging of the Term would not only be to pre- 
vent the Nation*s makmg any Benefit of that Invention, but 
alfo CO give che Petitioner a farther Opportunity of diftnrb- 
ing all other Inventions, Works or Engines, any way refem- 
bhng his, which would be a great Difcouragement to all new 
Imptovemcnts or MiUiufadures, artd confe^uently of dan- 
gerous Confequence to the Trade of this Nation ; therefore 
he could not but be againll even referring the Petition to the 
Confideration of a Committee.* Sir John Rufhout ikid, skjohnEaflKJiit 
• That as no Man was intirled to | Patent, but he who intro- 
duced fomc new Invention or Manufiifture into the Kingdom, 
he did not know, whether the Petitioner had at firft any Title 
to a Patent i for that to his Knowledge there had been, in the 
Parifh where he lived, fome fuch Manufacture for upwards 
of tliirty Years. However, fuppofmg that the Petitioner 
had at firil a good Tide to a Patent, yet he could not thmk 
that there was any Reafon for renewing the Term ; but as 
all thefe things would properly come under the Cognizance 
of the Committee, therefore he would not be ag.dnll refer* 
ring the Petition to the Confideration of a Committee.' 

Hereupon Mr Perry flood up again, and fpoke as follows : ut Tctrf. 
Sir, 

* The Petitioner, Sir Thomas Lombe, happening lo have 
a Brother whofe Head is extremely well turned for the Me- 
dia nicb, and both of them being well informed of the great 
Chaige> dut this Nation was yearly put to in the Purchafeof 
that Sort of Italian Thrown-Silk caiPd Organzine, and that 
the fame was all made within the Dominions of Savoy, by 
Uie Means of a iarge md curious Engine h hich had been (et 
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*""*'i7\'i-?r' "' *^P ^^ ^*P* ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ many Years in that Country, but 
had been kept fo fecret, that no other Nation could ever yet 
come at the Invention ; they refolved to make an Attempt 
for the bringing of this Invention into their own Country. 
They knew that there would be gr^t Difficulty and Danger 
in this Undertaking, becaufe the King of Sardinia had nfiade 
It Death for any Man to difcover this Invention, or attempt 
to carry it out of his Dominions ; howe\^er, the Petitioner's 
Brother refolved to venture his Perfon for the Benefit and 
Advantage of his Native Country, and Sir Thomas was re- 
folved to venture his Money ^ and to furnifh his Brother with 
whatever Sums fliould b« neceflary for executing fo bold and 
fo generous a De%n. His Brother went accordingly over to 
Italy, and after a long Stay, and a great Expence in that 
Country^ he found Means to fee this Engine fo ofren, and to 
pry into the Nature of it fo narrowly, that he made himfclf 
Malter of the whole Invention, and of all the different 
Parts and Motions belonging thereto. After his Return to 
England, Sir Thomas, who knew the Excellency of his Bro- 
ther's Genius, and could depend upon his Word, was con- 
vinced that he was fully Mafter of the Thing, and therefore 
he chearfuHy agreed to fupply whatever Expcnce fhnuld be 
neceiTiiry for fetting it up in England j but that he might 
have the fame Advantage, that other Perfon s have and are 
intitlcd unto upon fuch Occafions, he applied and got a 
Grant of a Patent from bis late Majelby in the Year 1718. 
This Engine is fo large, and there are fo many Wheels, Mo* 
tions^ Spindle?, and other things belonging to itj that it 
was three Years after he had obtained bis Patent, before ht 
could poffibly finifh the Engine. After the finifhing thereof, 
he could make no Beneiit thereby, till he had procured and 
5nftru£led a fu file lent Number of Perfons bow to work the 
fame ; and before he could do this, his Sardinian MajeJly 
had got an Account that the Engine was fet up in England, 
and he was fo fcnfible of the Di fad vantage k would be to hii 
Count ry^ to have that Sort of Thrown-Silk made in any 
other Part of the World, that he immediately prohibited tho 
Exportation of Raw-Silk out of his Coimtry ; and before 
Sir Thomas could fall upon any way of getting a fufficient 
Quantity of Raw- Silk ftole out of that Country, fo as to 
make any Advantage of his Engine, the Term of his Patent 
was within a very few Years of being expired, from which 
we may conclude that it is impqlUble, that he could as yet 
have got a fufficient Recompence for the Hazard and Ex- 
pence that he has been at. There might have been before* 
there may be ilill, fome other Sorts of TwiliSilk made in 
England ; but there never was any fuch as Organ zine made» 
PCjr was there ever any facJi Engine in England, as this that 
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4her. Thofe who are expert in the Silk-Manufaaures know 
well the DJiference between the Organzine and vkny other 
Sort of Twiiled-Silk, but Gentlemen who have not narrowly 
examined into the Ai^ir may be miilaken ; but as to the En- 
gine, the DilFerence between it and any other may be eafily 
^ifcovered : h is a very Jarge Engine, which is firit mov«i 
by Water, by the Means of wiiich firll Motion a great many 
Wheels and Spindles are fet a moving, and thereby great 
Quantities of Silk are twilled in a much finer Manner, and 
by much fewer Hands, than can poflibly be done by any 
Engine that was ever yet invented* 

Mr Barnard fpoke next : 
Sir, 

'The chief Reafon why the Petitioner has never yet been 
able to make any great Advantage of his Invention is, that 
no Raw-Silk is proper for his Purpofe but the Italian, To 
that he coaJd have but very little, except what was privately 
ilole oat of the Dominions of Savoy. He has been at the 
Expence of makmg feveral Experiments of the Turky Raw- 
Silk, but has always found that it is impo^ible to make good 
Organzine of that Sort of Silk. He has like wife tried the 
Kaw-Silk brought from China, and he finds that it would 
do as well as the Italian, but then the Company keeps it at 
fo high a Price, that it will not anfwer ; what may be the 
Reafon of the Company's keeping that Silk fo dear, I know 
not J I can find no other Reafon for it, but only the great 
Profits that Company are refolved to make of every thing, 
which they have an exclufive Privilege for dealing in. I am 
fare they purchafe it in the Country at a very cheap Rate, 
and the Danger or Expence of bringing it Home cannot be 
ib great, but that they may fell it at a more reafonable 
Price. The Petitioner has likewife made fame Experiments 
of the Raw-Silk that has been produced from Carolina, 
which has anfw^er'd extremely well ; and if there were enough 
of it, we fhoiild not perhaps be obliged to lay out fo muck 
of the Nation*! Money on the Purchafe of Italian Raw-Silk, 
nor ibould we have Occafion to trouble ourfelves much about 
the prohibiting of the Exportation of their Raw-Silk ; but 
as yet there is but very little Silk produced from Caro* 
lina, fo that the Petitioner could not make any Advantage 
thereby. I do not know what this Houfe may judge to be 
a proper Recompence to the Petitioner, for the Hazard and 
Expence he has been at ; but whatever Refolutions may be 
made in this Affair, all pofhble Cire ought to be taken for 
preventing the Invention's being carried out of this Country- 
If we can keep our Neighbours from ileaUng it from us, ic 
will be a gtiit Eacoiiiagtmient to federal Branches of ou^ 
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Sitk-Manafa£ture Trade ; we fliall have tbe Bene^t at lesH 
of fupplying moft of them with tkat Sort of Thrown-Siik 
caJlcd Qrganzine.* 

Ur Ogkthvp. Then Mr Oglethoip flood up again, and faid. 

Sir, 
* The A€l for confining the King's Patents to the Term 
of 14 Years, was made in the Reign of King James I* 
The Bubbles and Monopolies which were erefed, and the 
many Enormities which were committed about that 
Time and for fome Years before, had become a publick 
Grievance, and was loudly exclaimed at ; and the Reafon 
for making that Law, was to prevent the fetting up of any 
fuch Bubbles or Monopohes for the iiiture, 7'hc Pedrioner 
has never fo mucli as eudeavoiired to make 3 Bubble of hi$ 
Affair, nor has he ever grafpcd at the fctting up of any 1211- 
lawful Monopoly- He pretends to nothing elfe hut what 
every i^uthor of a new Invention is rcafonably intitled imtOj 
that isj to have the folc Ufe of his own Invention for fo 
long a Time, as may be a jufl Recompence to him for the 
Hazard and Expence he has been at, in bringing his Inventlmi 
to Perfe£tjon, If he can fl:icw to this Houfe, that he has 
not yet had fuch a Recompence as is fuificient, we arc not 
cotiiined hy the former Law ; we not only may, but we ougbfp 
to bring in a Bill for prolonging the Term of his Patent^ 
or we ought to grant him fuch ochtn- Recompence aa may be 
deemed proper and reafonabJe. Raw-Silk may be bought 
even in this Gjuntry for j6s. p^r Pound, but when that 
ray Raw-SiIk IS manufe^iired and made Organztne, it fells 
for 245. Jt£r Poand j the DifFerencej which is fifty pcf- Cent, 
lb all cJei.r Money got to the Nation ; the Bs. per Pound, 
which is added to the Price of that Commodity, is all dear 
Gain to us, betauf'^ \t is added by the Labour and Induftry 
of our own PcopJe ; and fince this Gmin can be made only 
by the Means of this Engine, we mufl grant that this Gen-^ 
tlemrin has, at his own Hazard and Charge, brought home j 
yary ufeful and profitable Branch of Trade to his owrt 
Country, for which he certainly deferves a Recompenccp If 
he can fliew that he has not as yet a Recompence by means 
of the Patent gianted to him, either becaufc of the Diffi- 
culty of bringing his Invention to Perfe^on, or becaufe of 
inevitable Accidents thiit have occurred, his Cafe ought to 
be confide red ; and the only proper Way to inquire into this 
Matter, rs to refer his Petition to the Confideration of 9 
Commit tet?. 

r J, OtttDuiiend. Then Mr John Brummpnd, Member for Perth, faid. 
Sir, 
* I ftiall only take Notice that fince the Time that this 
Gentieman's Invention was brought to Pcrfedion, our Ex- 
ports 
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pom of Gold and Silver Ltce have increafed tf% a ^eat De^ 
grce; the Reaibn of which is, diat the Son of Twift or 
Thrown^Silk, that is made by the means of %h Engine^ is 
the only proper Silk that can be made ufe of in the Manu* 
Ikfture of Gold and Silver Lace ; and we having now that 
Sort of SUk in much greater Plenty, and mudi cheaper 
than we ever had it before, our M?vniife£lurefs in fuch Lacea 
Jiave been able to felj thofe Manubf^ures much cheaper than 
they were ever fold before in this Country, from whence 
Jias proceeded the great Increafe of our Exports of that 
Commodity ; and when there arc fuch Quantities exported* 
ive may depend upon it that there is very little, if any, Im- 
. ported, notwithilanding that there h perhaps more of it now 
wore in this Country than ever was before. This 1 take 
>Iouce of. Sir, becanfe I look upon it as an Improvement 
in oar Manufa^ures, that h entirely owing to this Geiulc- 
tnan^s Invention** 

Then the above Petition was referred to the Confideration 
of a Committee : A Bill pojfed afterwards, in this StSaon, for 
allowing Sir Thomas Lombe 1 4,000 /* as an Encourage- 
ment for his ufcfnl Invention, but without Renewing his 
Patent, 

The Houfe having refolv'd itfelf intd a Grand Ornimittee^ 

10 confider farther of the Supply, a Motion was made. That 

25,348 A z /. be granted to his Majefty, wpoa Account for 

Ouc-Penfioners of ChcHea-Hofpital for the Year 1732; 

which being feconded, Mr Pultetkey fpoke on that Oc^&>n 

as follows : 

Sir, 

^ I do not now rife itp to make any Modon 1 but I 

think 1 am, in Duty to my Country, in Duty to thofo 

who do me the Honour to give me a Place in this Houfe^ 

l^jound to take Notice of fonie Accounts or EfKmates 

vhich have been laid before us, and which to me feem 

"to be fomewhat extraordinary* I muft in general ob* 

fcrve^ that the EMmates of the publick Expenoc inaeafe 

every Year ; From Year to Year there is always fome new 

Article lo be provided for, or fome Addition made to the 

old. If we ai any Time get fr<e of an extraordinary Charge, 

it always l^ves fome Marks behind it i there is always fome 

Fart of it remains, aad is continued to be a Burden upon 

the P«>ple : Thefc Imall Remains may be by forne thought 

too inconfiderablc to be taken Notice of^ bat to me nothing 

feems to be inconfiderable that is a Chuge u|son the PeopJei 

thefe fmall Remains and thefe annual Additiotuf, by thu» 

yearly incrcaiing, smy come at lail to be a Borden too heavy 

10 be borne. 






to Sir Tho. Lombe 
for Lntoiiftgcft^nt 



Pi-nAonci-5 of Ch«ilJ 
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* I cannot now omit taking Notice of the Article of 
Chelfea College ; by the Eillmate now laid before us, that 
Article appears to be heavier than it was hft Year. During 
ihe laft War this Nation mdntaitied near aoo.ooo Men, of 
which near 90,000 were National Troo^, yet towards the 
End of that War, the Penfmners of Chelfea College did not 
amount to above 2000^ whereas if we include the Regiment 
of Invalids, and the feveral Indepcjideiit Companitfs of In- 
valid s^ they now amount to above 4000 Men. J do not 
doubt but the Commifiioners do whatever they can to exa- 
mine^ and to admit none but thofe, who by the Rules of th^t 
Hofpital appear to be intided to be taken in. I likewife 
know how many Solicitations they muft daily meet wich, 
and how hard it is in moft Cafes to refufc them j yet for 
the Sake of their Country they ought to be extremely cau- 
tious in this Refpefit ; there may be many who are by the 
Rules intided to be taken in, and yet are not proper Obje^ 
of Charity and Compaffion either publick or private- I 
know. Sir, that there is a Spirit, among the Officers of the 
Army, for having all their Regiments look well to the Eye i 
there is a foiC of Emulation among them, who fhall have 
the moft young and de bell look'd Fellows in their Regi- 
ment : This is the Caufe that 'many a brave old Soldier b 
difcharged, in order to make room for a fpruce young FcJ- 
low, who can powder his Hatr and drefs fo as to make a 
good Appearance upon a Day of Review, though the oM 
Man be perhaps the better Soldier of the two, and not only 
willing but able to fervc his Country for many Years ; yet 
he is difcharged as tmfir for Service, and brought in as a 
Penfioner npon Ciielfea- College : They are admitted into the 
College as Men oM and infirm, yet when once they are got 
in, they feem to be immortal ; their Numbers never decreafe ; 
fure^y there are many of thofe immortal old Men who live 
fo long as idle PenJioners of Chehea College, that might 
have Icrved for a great Part of that Time as good Soldi er» 
even in a marching Regiment, more efpecially in Time of 
Peace, when there is not the leall Occafion for their being 
^bilged to undergo any great Fatigues ; their Duty cannot 
be extraordinary, and their Marches may be made as eafy 
as they plerife. I rennember that at the kil Scrutiny whick 
was m,ade into the AiFairs of that Ho^ital, in which a Right 
Honoa table Perfon had a principal Concern, above one half 
of the Perfons, vvhofe Names were entered as Penfioners, 
cotild not poflibly be found ; and of thofe who, were en- 
tered as Letter- Men, tliere were above 100, which was at 
leall one hnlf, difcharged ; T do not indeed know why the^e 
ihouH be any entered in that Charader, I do not fee that 
Ihere i^ aiij' NeceiCty for i;* 
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fjrinade through the Highlands of Scotland, and I do not doubt 
of their being fuch as they have been reprefented ; nor do 
I doubt but that the Gentleman, who had the Overiight and 
DirciUon of them, has taken Ca/e to execute the Defign 
as faithful)/ and as frngaDy as was po0ibie s but I cannot 
fee what it was that made fnch a J>el]gn fo abfolutely ne- 
ceiTary ; Thefc Highlanders^ it is truei were made appear 
terrible before they were known, hat after we got a little 
more into their Acquaintance, they appeared to be but Men j 
and after they were difarmed, 1 cannot fee that there was 
any g^eat Occafion for this extraordinary Expence, for which 
I £nd there k now charged about the Sum of 10,000 1. buC 
iince we have been at this exira ordinary and unnecefCiry Ex- 
pencej and that the Highlands are thereby made accelTible, 
whenever we have a mind to fend any Troops into that 
Country, there is certainly no farther Occafion for the fix 
Highland Companies, which are kept up only for prefervlng 
the Peace of that Country ; thefe Six Companies amount to 
above ^00 Men, and the niaintaining of them coib the Pub- 
lick mach above 5000 L yearly ; this Expence may certainly 
be now favcd, and all the Service they do, or can poiTibly 
do, may for the future be performed by Detachments from 
the Regiments, which are kept in that Part of the IfLmd, 
Thefe Things, Sir, I thought myfelf obliged to take Notice 
of, but I (hall make no Motion, only I hope that they will 
be ferioufly con fide red, and that all proper Methods will be 
taken for leflening the Poblick Charge as much as poflible.* 
Hereupon Sir Williiim Strickland Itood up and faid, 

Sir, 
* I have had the Honour to ferve for fomc time at the 
Boards for admitting Penfionen into Chelfca-HoIpiuE ; £ 
can anfwer for 1 1» that in all my Time, and I believe I may 
fay for feveral Years before, all imaginable Care has been 
taJten, to admit none but thofe who were juilly intilled to 
that pubIickCiiarity,or rather that publick Reward for long 
and faithful Services ; None have ever been admitted but 
fuch as had been difabled in the Service, or fuch as had ferv- 
ed their Country for at Jeaft twenty Years* and were dif- 
charged as nn^t lor farther Service, The Soldiers have always 
been obliged to bring Certificates from their Officen of the 
Time of thck Service, or of the Manner of theiv having been 
difabkd in the Service, Wc have been fo cautious, that we 
have made the Fellows Ibip to the Skin, that we might ex- 
amine them the more narrowly* and itiight be the better able 
ttt judge whether they were aftually diiubled and linfit for 
«ny tinker S«YJce ; and after fuch a hid Inquiry, we 
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could not In Cofifdenoe, we could not in Humatut^Ti re- 
Me to admit tlwm. 

Mkh RtiOicuu Sir John Ruiliout fpoke next : 

Sir, 
' It does appear ilrange to me» that notwkhfbnding bur 
long Peace, the Number of thofe Penfioncrs, and the Charge 
the PubHck is put to for maxntaiiiiiig them, ihould be every' 
Day inereafing : Twenty Years Services I mufl grant to be 
a long Term, but yet it is not aiways a proper QualiflcatioQ ^ 
if a Maa enters youog into the Service, which molt do, he 
tnay have been a Soldier for twenty Veara, and yet very £t 
ibr Service, or for any Day Labour; and if fuch a Man be 
dlfcharged, I fee no Reafon why the Publick fliodd be 
obligpd to maintain him i he may work for his daily Bread. 
The Publick ought not to encourage any Man to live idle, 
if he can poiEbly earn a Subfiftance by his daily Labonr : I 
believe. Sir, there are many, who are now Pedioners of Chcl- 
fea-Hoipital, who have Wive» and Children, and who not 
only can, but do earn as much by their Labour as might 
niaintain them and their FamilJes ; what they have from the 
Publick only coritributes to encourage and fupport their Ex- 
travagance; That Hofpita! was never defigned for fuch 
Men J it was defigned as a charitable Relief only for thofe, 
whofe great Age, or great Sufferings in the publick Service, 
had rendered utterly incapable of maintaining themfelves by 
their daily Labour, and fuch only can regulaiJ/ be admitted 
as Pcnfioners upon the Publick, 

ut n, Feihj^ To this Mr Pelham anfwer*d» 
Sir, 
' I have had the Honour to be one of the Chelfea-Board 
for fome Years, and am very certain that ever fmce I had 
any Concern in it, there have been few or no Impofitions ever 
put upon the CommilTioners i I could never Indeed difcovcr 
that any one Man was admitted, who was not jufUy indtled 
thereto. The worthy Gentleman, who fpoke lalt, is miltaken, 
if he thinks, that the Number of the Penfioners of that Col- 
lege is this Year increafed, upon the contrary the Number i» 
diminiihed : There arc twenty -t wo Pcnfioners lefs this Year 
than there were the laft ; it is true, the Sum charged for 
that Hofpital is lai^er now than it was lait Year, but that 
proceeds from this being Leap- Year, fo that there is a Bay^a 
Subfiftance for the whole Number of Penfioners more than 
there was 1 aft Year, which amounts to a much larger Sum 
than the Savings, by the Decrcafe in the Number of Penfi* 
onera^ does amount to. 

' As for the great Jncreafe of Penfioners upon that Col- 
lege %vithiii thefe few Y^ars paft, it i^ very eafy to account 
ftr itp beiiaufe ther? mit foaae lime ago two or three Regi* 

ments 
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meets brought over from Gibraltar ahd Port-Malion, that 
had been in Garrifon in thofe two Places for i ^ or 16 Years, 
in all which time there had been few or no Men difcharged 
upon account of Age or Infirmity, from either of thofe 
Hegimeots ; the Reafon of which, I fappofe, was the great 
Expence of fending them homej and carrying over freih Re* 
cruits in their room ; Thefe Soldiers having but very li«I« 
Patigue, the Officers found Means to make rhem perform 
aU the Duly chat was required of them, while they remained 
in Garriibn ; but upon their being brought home, the Change 
of the Air, added to their own Age and Inhrmities, made 
moft of them entirely unfit for a March, or for any ©yty 
whatever 1 and it being then t^^y for the Office rs to fupply 
their Places with young Men thai were £t for Service^ great 
Numbers of them were difcharged, fo that I may fay, ihat 
the moJl Part of thofe two or three Regiments came all upon 
the Hofpita! at once. Another Rcaforij Sir, that has con- 
tfibuted much to the Increde of thofe Peaiioners, is, that ' 
there ia as yet but a very bad Provifion for decayed Soldi ert 
in the Hofpitai in Ireland, which is the Caufe, that whenever 
any Regiment is brought over from that Country in the 
Couifc of Changing, the old and difabled Men, who wiiilc in 
Ireland, did all they could to conceal their Age or Infirmity, 
then begin to folicite, and often obtain a Difcharge and Cer- 
tificate from their Officer, in order to get themfelves entered 
as Penfioners in Cheliea College : This has been a Sort of 
Grievance, but his Ma jelly is doing all he can to get it 
teftify d, as he does with refpeft to tvery Grievance as foon 
as ever he difcovers it 1 and it is to be ht^ped, that he will 
Jwve Succefs in his Endeavours as to tliis. 

' The worthy Gentleman was in the rights when he f^d, 
tihat twenty Years Service was not always a proper Qualifica* 
tion ; it is not always allowed of as fucK ,' 1 have myfelf 
known fevcral Examples, when a fturdy well-looked Man has 
come with a proper Difcharge and Certificate from his Offi- 
cer, in order to be admitfed upon the College, that the Board 
bave beenfo hi from admitting him, that they examined him 
as to the Method of his obtainiiig hi* Difcharge, and if it ap- 
peared, that he had folicited the lame, they have abfolutcly 
refufed to admit him ; upon the other hand, if it appear- 
ed that he had not folicited his Difcharge, but was w'Uiog 
to continue in the Service, the Board has fent him back to 
the Regiment, with Orders to his Officer to receive him. 

' As to the new Roads made through the Highlands of 
Scotland, they are certainly of great V^c not only to that 
Country I but to the whole Nation, becaufe of thcea fy Accefi 
that is thereby made to and from the Country ; and the Ex- 
p9nce win appear to be verylmidlj when > compared with the 
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A*i»\ Gen^n. gteatCharge^ that have formerly been brought in, for march- 
ing Detachments through that Country ; one would be fur- 
prized to fee the Difference between the Sums charged for 
the making of thofe Roads, and the vaft Sums charged for 
fome of thofc Marches } and whoever will be at the pains to 
compare them together, muil grant, that the honourable 
Gentleman, who had the Diretlion of making thoie Roads, 
has taken the utmoft Care to fee the Defign executed in the 
moft faithful and frugal Manner, and that he has thereby 
done a Piece of fignaL Service to his Country and to Pof- 
terity, 

1^ w. Ptoltewy, Then Mr Pulteney replied as follows l 
Sir^ 
■ I dotibt not but all neceffary Precautions ire taken, at 
prefent, as to the admitting of Penlioners upon that College, 
but whatever Striftnefs may be obierved in the Inquiries as 
to that Affair, there may notwithfknding now and then an 
impohtion happen ; I believe the Inquiries were made as 
&n&.\y formerly as they are now, yet I know that fome 
Years ago there was one Fellow got himfelf admitted a Fen- 
fioncr, as having had two of his Ribs broke by a Cannon 
Ball» though it was afterwards difoovered that the FeDovi^^s 
Ribs were broke by a fall from a Houfe, when he was ferv* 
ing the Builders as a Day -Labourer, Ihe Roads made hi 
the Highlands may be very good, that Country may be 
thereby rendered acceffible, but certainly the more eafy Ac- 
cefs is made thereto, the lefs neceilary it ts to keep up the In- 
dependent Companies ; and iince we have been at the Expence 
of making the Country accelTible, we may be relieved from 
the Charge of maintaining thofe Companies. J believe if 
the Cfife were examined into, there is not fo much Money 
mi fed for the publick Service in all that Country^ as will pay 
only thole Independent Q)m panics, and 1 do not fee any 
Reafon why the reft of the Nation ftiould be put to any far- 
ther Expence that way ; I have not as yet heard any Reafon 
given for it, nor has there any Anfwer been made to my 
Objcftion againft that Article of the publick Accounts- I 
know tliat^ when Accounts have been demanded of the Pro- 
duce of any Branch of the Revenue in that Country, a Right 
Honourable Perfon has been fometimes pl^fed to be faceti- 
ous, and anfwer in the Exchequer Term Nkhfi, but fuch 
Affairs are a little too ferious to be made a Joke of. I have 
no great Reafon at prefent to expert any Reduction in ouc 
Stand ing- Army j but before I leave this Subje£^, I muft 
l)eg leave to add, that if ever this Nation does arrive at the 
Happinefs of feeing a Reduftion, I hope his Majelly will take 
Care that entire Ccirps fliall be reduced ; for when Redu£boii ^ 
u made in the MetiMxl latel/ cbferved, that i% by difband- 
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ing fo many Men m a Company, the old Men only ai« diP Annej. Geo,tt" 
charged, and as foon as they are difcharged as Soldiers, chey ^ ^21 ' .]!: ^ 
enter as Penfioners upon Chelfea-CoUege, fo that the Publicfc 
can never iave much by any fuch Redudion, 

Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole Hood up, md ikid, eir R. wjjfoic 

Sir, 

* I am furpriz^'d to hear Objeftions made agafnA the Am- 
des now mentioned i they reaJly fcem to be made for the 
Sake of Humour only ; every one of the Articles that have 
been objefted again ft is in Jtfelf fo ncceflary^ and fo much 
Cire ha* been Liken in every one of them to reduce the Pub^ 
lick Expence as low as poffible, chat it would^eem as if 
Gentlemen were rcfolvcd to iind FauJt with fomething, Ai 
to the Article of Chelfea-Cbllege, 1 am perfuaded, that aU 
poUible Care has been taken to iave the Publick Money ; no 
Man has been lately admitted, but one who appeared plainly 
to be either a Man who was gro%vn old or infirm, or one 
who was actually difabkd in the Service of his Country ; 
fuch furely aje Objeds of the Publick Charity ; and no Man 
who has a Regard for the Service^ or for the Honour of his 
Country, will grudge a poor Subfillance to a brave Man, who 
by ferving the Publick has rendered himfdf isicapnbk to ferve 
or provide for himfelf. Twenty Years Service only, is not, 
it never was, a Qualiiication fiifficient by itfelf to in title a 
Man to be admitted as a Penfioner upon Chelfea- College i 
bcfides' his Service, every Man who comes to be admitted, 
muit have a regular Difcharge from his Officer, and it is not 
10 be pref Limed that any Officer %viU discharge a brave old 
Soldier, as long as he is any way fit for Service, even though 
he wejc to lofe nothing by fudi a Diicharge ; but we know 
that an Officer is a real liifer by every Difcharge he grants ; 
what is allowed for Levy -Money is always paid to the Officer, 
whether he has an Occalion for any Recruits or no ; if he 
has no Occafion for Recruits, he puts it in his own Pocket , 
and if the Recruiting of his Regiment comes to more Mo- 
ney in a Year than the Allowance will anfwer, he mull pay 
th^ Surplus out of hii own Pocket i can we then imagine 
that any Officer will difcharge an able and a difdplin'd Sol- 
dier^ and thereby put bimfelf to a great Charge tor a new 
Man to be put in his ftead, befides the Trouble and Fatigue, 
which the Officer muft undergo to fee fuch new Men trained 
up to Bifcipliae f Such a Suppojition plainly appears to be 
mireafonable. 

* It is very true. Sir, that when I caitie firft Into the Board, 
for Chellea-Hofpital, which was foon after tte late Queer's 
Death, there was a llrJft Scrutiny into the Affairs of that 
Hofpital, and by the Confequcnccs fuch Scrutiny appeared to 
l^QC^nar^l % though we Iouik) the ^^cqugU aU.i^\^dL 
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and (igned hy the former Commiflionef3| yet upon Ejcami^a^ 

tton wc difcorered^ tliat there were no lefs than 7000 Names 
put upon the Lift of Cbelfea-Peniioiiers^ more than w^ 
could pofTibly find Ferfons to anfwer to, and a great many of 
thofe Ferfon? who did anfwer to the Names put upon the Lift 
were Irifli, who had no Tide to have been admitted into 
that Hofpital ; yet if the Change had not happened at that 
Time, it is certain that the whole Money charged would 
have been advanced and paid to the Perlbns, that were prin- 
cipally concerned in infcrting Co many Forgeries into that 
Lifl : From thence wc may judge how neceSary a Scrutiny 
was at that Time, and what a large Sum of Money was 
faved to the Pablick by Aich Scrutiny. This, Sir, was one 
of the dark Pieces of Management in that AdminiJhationj 
which never could be cleared up, at leaft it was never pub- 
lickly avpwed what was meant thereby. I remember like- 
ivife that at the Time of that Scrutiny, diere waa a gr^t 
Rednftion among the Letter-Men, yet that i* no Argument 
that it is not neceffary to have any Letter-Men at ali i it ia 
but reafonable that fome poor Fellows, who have fervcd long 
as Serjeants or Corporals of Horfe, or Gentlemen Cadees, 
who have had the Misfortune to he difahled in the Service, 
ihould be allowed fome Sort of Diltindion, and have a little 
more Pay than a common Soldier, efpecially confide ring 
that fuch an Allowance coib the Publick but a meer 
Trifle, 

'^ As to the Roads made through the Highlands^ I have 
heard them fo mucli applauded by every body without Doors, 
and the Sum charged upon that Account is fo ingonfiderablet 
that I wonder to hear any Member of this Houfe take No-. 
tice of it. That there was a NeceiTity for making fuch 
Koads, muil be evident to every Man who confide rs the 
Circumiknces of the Nation, and of that Country in partis 
lar. Jt is well known that whenever any Dcfign was fct on 
Foot ag^iinft the Government, or any Invafion intended, the 
firft Scene has been always laid in that Country 1 that Count 
try was formerly fo inacceffible, that the Enemies of the Go* 
vernmenc could fafely land or rendezvous there, and could 
cafily defend themfelves till they found an Opportunity of 
timing down to the Low-Country, and raifmg a Diflurbanc« 
through the whole Nation. It is very true, that the Mej| 
of that Country are but Men, they are in themfelves no bet- 
|er than other Men, and were terrible only becaufe they 
codd not be come at ; from their inaeceffible Country they 
made Inroads and plundered their Netghboura, and when 9 
fufficicjit Force was raifed againft them, they retired again 
and took Shelter among their inaeceffible Rocks and Moun-i 
lainsi wierg it wa^ impoffible to cpine ^t them ^ this only 
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aiade ttem terrible, bat by the Highways that are now made, Anno j. Geo- il 
this Caufc of Terror h removed ; their Neighbours are made - ^"ii^-n 
cafy, and diat Country will no longer be a fafe landing or 
parading Place for thofc who come to atuck us, nor will it 
be a f5c Refuge for thofe who fly from the Joftice of the 
Nation. 

* Though thefe Roads be now iiniihed| and brought ta 
fi Perfe£tion far beyond what could have been expefted in fa 
Jhort a Time, or for fo fmall a Sam, yet. Sir, the Indepen^ 
dent Companies are not thereby rendered uiineceflary ; I have 
been informed by every Perfon, who has been in or knows the 
Country and the Nature of the People who are the Inha- 
l)itants thereof, that the keeping of tbofe Independent Com- 
ipanies in the Country is by much the befl Method of keep- 
ing che People in Order i and if diofe Companies were to be 
f^JAjanded, and the Sen^ice to be performed by Detachments 
m the Regiments in the Low-Country, I am fure the Pub- 
\ck would fave nothing, for no twith Handing the High- 
ays that are now made, the marching of thofe Detach* 
ients baclcwards and forwards, and the fending them Provi- 
ns, whicK muft be all fentfrom Places in the Low Country 
m a great Diftance, would cofl the Publick full as much, if 
not more, every Year, than the Maintenance of thofe Sljc In- 
dependent Companies jiow amounts to. As for what Money 
may be returned from that Country for the ptibHck Service, 
1 do not know i but it is well known that every Part of 
that Country pays the Lnnd-Tax, and every^ other T^x which 
they are fabjeded to by the Articles of the Union, and con- 
fequently they mult certainly bear a Part of the publick 
Charge, and have from thence a juft Title to be proteded 
and defended, as well as any other Part of the Nation j 
North-Britain is a Part of Britain as well as South-Britain is ; 
it is the fame Country, and I hope in all the Refolatious of 
is Houfe it will always be looked on as fuch.* 

After this the Queftion being put on the faid Motion, the t],i. MatJon relate 
fame was agreed to. ^3^74^^?' " 

Fibruary i . The above Refolution, being reported, was 
agreed to by the Houfe, 

feh. 3. The Houfe ordered, that iht proper Officer ihould TitcfrFEfii prt>- 
lay before ihem all fuch Proceedings, Papers, and other In- frirSic'c!!; «!., 
Uruments, as he had in his Cuilody, relating to the Sale of ^^,^^[{^J.^ ^;^ 
the Eftate of James J ate Earl of Derwentwater. orders i^^ x^ui*^ 

This Elkte was forfeited on account of his being concerned 
in the Rebellion in 1715, [Su VqIA, p. 59.] butneverthe- 
lefs fo fettled, that upon the Death of his Son John, then a 
Child, without IfTue-Male, the Remainder was to de\'oIve 
upon his younger Brother Charles RadcliiFc : But he being 
alfo cngagTcd iji the f^d Rebellion, had liiereby forfeited fuch 
VouIL V \m 
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his Expe^atJOD of that ElUte i wJiich W2$ fold hy the Com- 
miffioiiers of the forfeited Ellates, ^vhich devolved to the 
Crown, for the Sum of only 1 060 L And the above -men- 
tioned Johiij Son of James Earl of Der went water, dying De- 
cember J I ftp J 731, in the iSth Yeai^of his Age, the Eftate 
fell of Courfetothofewho had bought that forfeited Reverfion 1 
and being reckoned at the \'alue of about 7000 1. per Annum , 
fuch a Pure ha fe became the Subje<fl of publick Obfenration, 
and fome Circum fiances alfo occurring, that bred Sufpidons 
about the Methods ufed in gainmg fo great a Bargain, the 
Lord Gage took Notice of it to the Houfe, and thereiipon 
mov'd for the foregoing Order. 

Feb. 3. A Petition of Ferdinando John Parisj Agent for 
Penfilvank ; like wife of Francis Wilks, Agent for Mafia* 
chufTets-Bay 9 and alfo pf John Randolph, Agent for Vii^gi^ 
nia, agr?inlt the Sugar-Colony Bill was pre (en ted and read, and 
ordered to lie on the 1 able 'dll the fecond Reading of the 
faid Bill i and that the Petitioners might then be heard hj 
their Council. 

The fame Day Sir Thomas Robinfon prefentedto the Houfe 
a Petition of the Proprietors of the Charitable Corporation, 
complaining, That by the moll notorious Breach of Tnift 
in feveral i^erfons, to whom the Care and Miinagement of 
their Affairs was comnjitlcd, the faid Corporation had been 
defrauded of the greatcll Part of their CapiLil amounting to 
feveral hundred thoufa nd Pounds i and that all the Petitioners 
were become great Soierers thereby, and many of them re- 
duced to ihe utmoil Degree of Mifery and DiHrefs ; and 
aJledging, that fome, who had been guilty of ihefe Frauds, 
liad tranfported themfelves to Parts beyond the Seas^ and 
carried with them fome of the Books and Effcfts of the {sli^ 
Corporation i and thnt there was great Reafon to believe, 
fuch an immenfe Sum of Money could not have been im- 
bezieled without the Connivance and Participation of others, 
who continued here 1 and that the Petitioners were unable 
to come at the Knowledge of their Combinations, or to bring 
them to JuHice, without the Aid of the Power and Authority 
of that Houfe ; and therefore praying, that the Houfe 
would v'ouchfafe to inquire into the State of the faid Cor- 
|Hjradon, and the Coiidud of thofe who had had the Care 
and Management of their Affairs ; and would give fuch Re- 
lief to the Petitioners, as to the Houfe iltould feem meet. 
This Petition being read, Mr Ogle thorp Ibod up and fpokq 
as follows ; 
Sir, 

* I am pcrfuaded that this Petition will be received In a 
Manner deferving of tlie unhappy Cafe of the Sufferers, and 
of the Juflice of this Houfe ; I can hardly fufpe£l that anj 

CenClcuiaii 






( «55 ) 

Gcntkitian, ttat has the Honour to be a Member of this 
Hoafe, will oppofe gh'ing all il^ Relt^f wt can to fuch a 
Number of tiuhappy People, wha have been fo much cheated 
and injured ; yet becaufe I have hrarU it whifpered without 
Doors, that we ought not to receive thb Fctiuon, upon ac- 
COLinr, as is pretended, that the Common Stal was not regu- 
larly affix'd thtreto^I think it neceilary to take fome Notice 
«f tl^at Objedioaj In cafe any fuch be to be made ; I inult 
fey, that if there be any Irregularity as to the affixing of the 
PublickSeal of that Company to this Petition, It is in my 
'pinion fo far from being an Objedion to our receiving th& 
Petition, that it is a very ftrong Reafon for it I if there be 
any Fault in Form, it is the Fault of thofe who had the 
keeping of the Common Seal, and as they may perhaps be 
ibmc of thofe agalnft whom the Complaints made, and who 
may upon Inquiry be founJ by this Houfe to be the guilty 
"^erfons, we are therefore to look upon any Negle£i in Form 

be a wilful Fault, and a Plot laid for preventing the Truth's- 
being broijght to Light ; fu^h Plots will, I hope, be always^ 
defeated by the Wiidom of this Houfe, and whenever it can 
be difcovered that any Frauds have been committed, or anjr 
indirect Pradices ufed by thofe who have the keeping of any 
Common Seal, this Hoofe will, I hope, make ufe of that 
Power, with whicli it is by our Conllkation invefled, for de- 
tecting and pnnilhing the Criminals : For my own part, I 
always was for encouraging the Defign upon which this Cor- 
poration was at fir ft eiiabiiflied ; People may call it Charit- 
able or not, as they pleafe ; but I ali\ays looked upon It a« 
an Ad of Chirit} t:j let neceffiious Pcrfons have Money 
to borrow upon eaiier Terr^is than they could have it clfe- 
where ; iVloney like liIict Thirgs u but a Commodity, and 

tiie way of Deiling, the Ufe thereof, as well as of other 
is koked upon to be worih as much as People c:m 
_ fur it i if t:iis ^'orponi ion kt necefliroi's People have 
the Ufe of thur Money, at a cheaper lUte than any other 
Perfon wt>uld iend Money at, tiiey were certainly tifeful to 
the Pobtick, and were fa far to be reckoned a Charitiable 
Corporation ; and i-' mey had aiked more than what was 
lifuai to be given, they could not Jiave had any Cullomers ; 
the Deijgn was therefore in itfelf good and ufef ul, but the 
better the Defign was, the more thofe Perfons deferve to be 
punifhed, who by their Frauds have difappointed tiie Publkk 
of reaping the Benefit, which might have accrued by an honeft 
and taithful Execution of fo good an Undertaking*' 

Sir Thomas Robin fon fpoke next. 
Sir, 

' There is no doubt but that a great many Frauds have 
been committed ia the Mair now before as * lo lar ce a Snm 
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of Money couU not have been loll in fo fliort a Time, by tKe 
grcateft Misfoftunts that poflTibJy could have h.ippt=n d ; nor 
coiild the greatcll MifrnaTiagcmcnt reduce fuch a Capital to 
DO thing in fo few V^ars, without foine Fraud at Bottom i 
and as Matters now ftand, every Man, who had ^ny Hand in 
this unliappy Affair, is a ecu fed by the General Voice of the 
People i every Man concerned is prdlimed to have been a 
Partaker in the Crime, and the Innocent ftiffer in their Lha- 
raders, as well as in their EJlates, by the Frauds of the 
Guilty. As the Capital Stock of this Corporation was di- 
vided among a great Number of ProprietorSj the SufFerers by 
thefe Frauds muil be very numerous, and among tbcm there 
are without doubt a great many who are quite undone ; it 
is enough to move the CompafTion of any Man to think, 
that Gentlemen and I^ies, who ha\*e been bred to an afflu- 
ent Fortune, fhould thus at once be reduced to Mifery and 
Starvbg ; and that without any Fault of their ov*t., but 
merely by the Frauds or by the Negled of th^ifej to 
whom they had intrulled the Management of their E Hates* 
This is a Cafe, Sir, that defer ves to be inquired into in an 
extraordinary Manner ; fuch innocent SulFerers defer^c the 
molt fpeedy Redjefs that the Juftice of this Nation can ad- 
mit of I it would be Cruelty to leave it to the ordinary 
Forms, or to fubje6l it to the long Delays that necelTarily 
attend the ordinary Coarfe of Juftice ; and therefore I hope, 
that no Member of thiiHoufe will refufe to give ear to thejull 
Complaint of the Petitioners ^ or appear to be againll giving 
them all the Redrefs, that can be given, in a Parliamentary 
Mf chod of Proceeding. There are, I think, three Things 
that muft come under our Coufidcration in the prefent Cafe : 
We mufl endeavour to relieve as much as pollible thofe 
who are the unhappy SufFercra in this Affair ; We muft 
endeavour as much as we can to di (cover thofe who arc 
r*a]Iy guilty, and punifh them as feverely as their Crimes 
deferve ; And we muil endeavour to vindicate the 
Charaflers of thofe who are innocent, and who at prefcnt 
fuffer by behig blended with thofe that aje guilty, Thcfe 
Things demand a moll Jlrid and a moft exatl Scrutiny into 
the Management of the A£airs of this Corporation, and there- 
fore this Petition ought noc only to be referred to a Com- 
mittee, but to a fele£l Committee of a certain Number of 
Members to be chofe by Ballot, which Committee ought lo 
be a Committee of Secrecy.* 

Captain Vernon agreed in every Tiling ta what Sir Tho* 
maFf Robin fon had moved for, except as to the Committee's 
being a Committee of Secrecy, in which he was feconded 
by Mr tlopkins, vyho faij, * That a Fublick Committee 
would be more for th? Purpofe, bccaufc in fuch Cafe he and 
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every other Member of 

any Information, could then atcend and know what , 
they were about, by which they would learn how to alEfl 
the Committee In making Difcoveries, and clearing up Fads 
which they might be in any Doubt about,' He added, 
* That in the Management of this j^ffiiir^ he could not but 
take Notice of one Faft, which to him appeared fomctlung 
extraordinary i which was, that at one Time there were 
Bonds or Notes of that Corporation iiTued, to the Value of 
about 1 2 0,000 1* about which Time the York-Buildings 
Stock rofe from 18 or 19 to 36 or thereabout pet Cent* 
This fudden Rife, he believed, was principally owing to 
the Bonds and Notes of the Charitable Corporation, which 
at that time went about current and in great Plenty in Change- 
Alley.' 

Sir Robert Sutton and Mr Denis Boud faid, * That as sirn.Surtmxi*-. 
they had the Misfortune to be named as Managers of the S^G^t^'o^iS, 
Affaire of that Corporation, they thought themfebes obliged SiaJSi^Co^* 
to (iiy fome thing upon the prefent Occafion : That they were r*iiw, 
both very coniiderable Proprietors, and confequently were very 
great Sufferers, but though they had been nanried as Mana- 
gers, yet they were but feldom there, and knew very little 
of what was done.' Sir Archibald Grant faid, * That as 
he likewife had the Misfortune to be a Managier, he thoughc 
himfcif obliged to fay fomething to the Affair then be^rc 
them ; that he a]fo was a very confiderabk Proprietorj had 
no lefs than 1 500 Shares of their Capital in his own Right, 
which had colt him above Sooo 1. That he was very willing 
the Management Ihould be inquired into, becaufe he hoped 
the Fraudulent and Deceitful would thereby be diftinguilhed 
from ihofe, who had been deceived and impofed upon.' 

Several Members fpoke Jbr the Committee's being a Se- 
cret Committee, becaufe it had been alwa)^s obfervcd, that 
fuch Committees made the mofl: narrow and the moft fpeedy 
Inquiry into the Affairs that had been referred to them : That 
if every Member had a Liberty of coming there, it would 
Ijccafion fuch DiHurbance and fo many Delays, that it would 
be impollible for the Committee to fmiih their Report, or 
ibr [he Houfe to give any Relief to the unhappy Sufferers^ 
during that Seffion of Parliament : That its being a Com- 
mittee of Secrecy could not be any Lofs, as to their getting 
afl poflible Information from the other Members of the Houfe, 
who could make any Difcoveries ; for that the Gentlemen of 
the Committee would be known, and itwaa to be prefumed 
that e\Try Member, that could make any Difcovcry of Con- 
f^rquence, would immediately give rnformstion thereof to fomc 
#f the GciHlcmeo of the C^tmmittec. 
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f,CM.ti» Then it was refotved, without Oppofltion, That die faKl 
X^^^^^J^^ Ped^n be referred to a Committee of Twenty One, to be 
ThcBWPtiiiioiiChoren by Balloting; But a Motion b€mg made, and the 
Sit^'^or%''i'itSii^ QueHJon put. That the Lid Committee be a Committee of 
Jtrs |ajEi ii^M .'^ Secrecy, it pafs'd in the Negative by ziz Votes againU 

&mc hciiit' ^ Com- I J 2 - 

fcioet of secrecr. j| j^^^y j^ proper on this Occafion to give a ihort View of 
the Nature of this Corpora t^n. It was firii ere£led jn th^ 
Year 1707 ; their profcited Intention Wxis to lend Money, aC 
legal fntcrtil, to the Poor upon fmaJI Pledges i ar.d io Per- 
fous of better Rank, upon an anfwerable St^canty of Goods 1 
Bcd their Cipicai was then liiiiittrd to 30,00^^ /. In the Year 
1 72 i, the Crt wn gave Licence to tiiem ti/ incre fe the fame to 
) 00,000 1, and again, in 1728, tncy received Lict?nce for a 
Capital of '300,000 1. and, in 1730, for 600,000 L This 
Charter being granted to the Corporation, llwy made Appli- 
cation to have the iame confirmed by AR of Parliament in the 
hiX Seflion, and a Bill for that Purpofe palTed the H>tife of 
Commons j but there was fuch vigorous Opporition ai.vde to 
it, that it was dropt in the Houfe of Lords. Plo^vever, upon 
the Support of the Royai Charter, the Corporation went on ; 
but in Odober 1 75!, two of their ihief Officer;, viz, George 
Kobinfon, Efq; Member for M;jrlow, their Cafhire, and Mr 
John Thompfonj thdr Warchoufe-keeper, difap j^ear'd on the 
fame Bay. This gave the Proprietors a very great Alarm 5 
and three feveral Geneial Courts were held* in which a Com- 
mittee was appointed, from among the chief Prom-ietora, to 
infpcft the State of their AiFairs. By the Report trough t in 
hy that Committee it was founds that for a Capital of above 
500,000 L no Equivalent was found to the Value of 30,000 L 
the Remainder having been difpoicd of, by Ways that no one 
was able to give Account of 

Felf^ 4* Mr Docminicque prefented to the Hoofe feveral 
iit^tr°i^"iS Papers fpm the Board of Trade, relating to the Difpute be- 
tween his MajeJiy's Sugar-Colonies and the Northern Co! ooies 
in America. 

AccfiuntB pffHifciiM ^^^' 7- Several Accounts relating to the Salt-Duty were 

^^ IB tiie prefented by the Commiflioners of that Duty. 
' " ^* The fame Day a Motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole, 

MflS^H^DSing ibr havmg the Pen fion-Bill read the third Time, on the loth 
"^^iS^T^^i" Inftant, in a full Houfe, bccaufe he did not know but that he 
might then oiFer feveral Reafons againfl it, and endeavour to 
ihew, that it was neither a proper Bill for redrefling the Evil 
compIainM of, nor was it offer 'd at a proper Seafon/ 

litW.Pultcncy. Hereupon Mr Pulteney faid, ' That^that Bill had been two 
Years fucceTively before that Houfe C during which Time 
they had had many Opportunities to confider every Ckufc ia 
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it, every one of whiclx hat! been concmed by the ablcft Men 
in the Nadon : That tite Bill was certainly a good and a ne- 
ceiTary Bill, was very nmclx wanted, and had the general Voice 
of the Nation in iis Favour ; That tho* the other Houfe had 
twice thrown it out, yet he could not think that any Maa of 
Honour cojU be againli it ; what their Reafoiis were for fo 
doiiJg, he could not tell ; but it feemed, aiid he had evea 
liearil u v^,iifper'd, ibat they were tired of doing fuch **** 
Work i they were refolved to do no more of it, and if ib, 
fays he, it is become necefllirj^ for us to do our own **** 
Work ourfelves/ But Sir Robert Walpole's Motion not be- 
ing infilled on, no Order was made. 

/V^. 9- A Petition from New-Yorkj from Rhode- Ifland, Fctfttan rrw* 
and the liland of Providence, alfo of Ncw-Jerfey, and of S'fitu^^NP^Scnce, 
SoutlvCarolina, were prefenccd againll die Sugar-Colony- s^th^^iiln*^ 
Bili, and were feverally ordered to lie on the Table till the painftti^stf- 
fecond Reading of the laid Bill, and that the Petitioners " ^ 
might then be heard by tlietr Counfel, 

The fame Day the Houfe refolved itfclf into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, to confider farther of Ways and Means for 
raiJing the Supply granted to his Majefly ; and the feveral 
Papers and Accounts relating to the Salt- Duty having beea 
laid before this Committee, Sir Robert Walpok Hood ii|i 
and fpoke as fallows : 
Mr Speaker, 

' As there is nothing his Majefty has more at Heart than sfr noiiprt w*t- 
the giving al! poflible Eafe to his Siibjefts ; fo whenever he ^^vivln^lSsS 
is neccifanly obliged to defire AlBftance from them for the ^'J^* 
immediate Support of the Govf rnment, he defires that they 
would choofi? thofe Ways and Means for raifing the annual 
Supplies J which are lead burthenfome to the People, and 
which mnke the Load fall equally upon the Subjects in ge- 
nerah When Money is to t?e raifed for the Publick Good, 
for the Security of all, he thinks that every one ought to 
contribute his Share, m Proportion to the Benefit that he i* 
thereby to receive. In purfuarxe of thcfc his Majefty's In- 
dinationst «ncl in purluance of what I look upon asthf^mofi; 
ecjuit.ibk Ruie for raifing Contributions, I fhall take tlie Li- 
berty of piopoftng to this Houfe a Method for raifing fomc 
Part of tiw Supply for this prefent Year^ which by falling 
equTiIIy upon all, will be burthenfome* to none ; and by 
which thole W'uo have ftood the Brunt of the D^y^ thofe 
who have been opprcfTcd for many Years, may in foinc 
Meafore be relieved. 

This, Sir, 19 the only View I ha\T in making the Propo- 
fal I after it b made» the Houfe ma> then take it into their 
Confideration, and each Member certainly will judge of it' 
,» h^ thinks proper, If i it approved oft. I fliall rejoice iu 
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having been the Author of a Meafure, which I tliink wiB 
contribute fo much to the Good of my Country in general, 
and to the Relief of thofe who have for many Years borne 
too great a Share of the Public k Burthen i a^d if it happens 
not to meet with the Approbation of this Houfe, I ihall 
have the Teltimony of a good Conference for my Comfort | 
for iincc I have no other View but only a fmcerc and an ho- 
ticll Intention to give Relief to my Fellow-Subje^, I never 
can have Occafion to repent, nor do I any way dread thofe 
Reproaches J which may be unjuftly thrown upon me, or up- 
on the Meafure I am to propofe ; for thefe are Things which 
in all publick Tranfaflions every Man mull: expe£t : No pub- 
lick Meafure can be propofed, but what may be agdnft the 
Private In te reft and Selfilb Views of fome particular Men i 
but I fear not the Enmity , and I delpife the Rcvihngs of 
thofe, w^ho prefer their own little fclfifh Views to the general 
Good and Welfare of their Countr)^ 

* I have. Sir, with the dee pelt Concern obferveJ, how 
heavy and how unequal a Burthen has been long borne by 
the Landed Gentlemen of tins Kingdom : I have long had 
it in my View to procure tliem fome Eafe as foon as poiJible, 
and am pleafed to think that an Opportunity now offers it- 
ielf for doing what I have fo long had much at Heart ; and 
I hope I ihall have the good Luck to find that my Senti- 
ments are approved of by this Houfe ; and the Approbation 
of fnch an Afiembly I fhall always look gpon as the greateit 
Honour done to any Propofal made by me. As to the Man- 
ner, Sir, of raifmg Taxes upon the People, it is a certain 
Maxim, that that Tax which is the moil equal and the 
moll general, is the moHjuH, and the leaJl burr ben fome ; 
Where every Man contributes a fmall Share, a grt:at Sum 
m^y be raifed for the Publick Service, without any Man's 
being fenfible of what he paya j wherciis a imsll Sum, raifed 
upon a few, hes heavy upon ciich particular Man, and is the 
more grievous, in that it is unjuili for where the Benefit is 
mutual, the Expence ought to be in common. Of all the 
Taxes I ever could think of, there is not one more general^ 
nor one lefs felt, than rhat of the Duty upon Salt. The 
Duty upon Salt is a Tax that every Man in the Nation con- 
tributes to according to his Circumftances and Condi don in 
Life ; e\'ery Subjcdl contributes fomcthing ; if he be a poor 
Man, he conmbutes fo fmaJl a Trifle, it wiU hardly bear a 
Namei if he be rich, he lives more iuxuriouil/, and confe- 
^uently contributes more ,* and if he be a Man of a great 
Eftate, he keeps a great Number of ServanLs and muil there- 
fore contribute a great deal- Upon the other hand, there is 
no Tax that ever was laid upon the People of this Nation, 
that is more unjuft and uneiiuaL|hai] the Lasd-Taji. The 
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Land^lioldet* bear but afmall Froportbrt to the People of Aan* f . «». il 
this Nation, or of any Nwioo j yet no Man contribytes ^^i^i^- 
any the kaft Share to this Tnx, but he that is poJTeiTed of 
a Land Eftate ; and ye£ this Tax has been continued without 
IntermiiTion for above thefe 40 Years : It has continued fo 
long^ and has lain fo heavy, that I mmy venture co fay, 
many a landed Gentleman in this Kingdom has thereby 
been utterly ruined and undone. 

* This Confideration, Sir, has prompted me to endeavour 
to procure than feme Relief, and for this end I fhall venture 
to make the following Motion. ' That towards raifing the 
Supply grant*^ to his Majelly, the feveral Duties on home- 
made Salt, granted to the late King William and Queea 
Mary, by an A<fl of the 5th and 6th Years of their Reigii, 
for a Term of Years, and afterwards made perpetual i and 
alfo the additional Duties 00 Salt, granted by an Aft of the 
9th and loth Years of his faid late Majelly King Willirim, 
and all the Duties chargeable on home-made Salt in Great- 
Britain, which by an Ad of the 3d Year of his prefent Majc- 
fty*3 ReigUj ceafed and determined on the 25 th of Dpty of 
December 1 730, be revived and granted to his Majelly, his 
Heirs and Succellors, for the Term of three Years, from 
the a 5th of March next, 173a** 

' If I have. Sir, the good Luck to fucceed fo far in my 
Wifhes, as to have this Morion approved of, I ihall then beg 
X*eave to move^ That the Sum of One Shilling in the Pound, 
and no more, be raJfed for this Year upon Land ; but if 
this Houfe does not agree to the Motion I iidw make, I muH 
in that Cafe move for a Land*Tax of Two Shillings in the 
Pound I for fo much will be abfolutcly nectflliry for the cur- 
rent Service of the Year, This, Sir, is what a fmcere and 
a hearty Defire tu do Service to my Cotmtry, and Juflice to 
my Fellow-Subjed^;, has emboldened me to propofc. I de- 
clare I had no other View, but that of procuring fome Eafe, 
fome Relief to the Landed-Interell. If this be agreed to, 
fome Means may be fallen upon to relieve them of the whole 
again next Year ; and I ihall always look upon it as a great 
Honour, that after a Continuance of a Land*Tax of ibur» 
three, or two Shillings at kail in the Pound for 40 Years 
together, it was at laft reduced to One, at a Tinge wheo I 
had a Share in the Admin iftrat ion of the AiFairs of this Na- 
tion. Before. I leave this Subject, I muft intreat every one 
that hears me, to confider how many Landed-Gentlemen of 
ancient Families there are in Britain, who have but fmall 
Eftates, how many of them have great Families to fupport 
and many Children to provide for, and bow many even of 
thofc who have large Ellates in Land are fo charged with 
Mort^ges, Jointures, or Kent- Charges, that it is liardly 
Vol, IL X ^^^Ufc 
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pofllble for them to fupport their Chara^flef in the Country 
where they hve, though they were not to pay one Shillmg 
tow^irds a Land-Tax. 

Our Nohilky and Gentry were once famous ibr Hofpi- 
^tality and Generofity j if the unavoidable Neceflities of 
'Itate have obliged them for fo many Years to abridge their 
Expence, and eontrail their Manner of living, let us do at 
aft what h in our Power to reftore them to their former 
State, by relieving them of a Part of that Burthen, which 
they, and they only, have for fo many Yeais been charged 
with. 

MfWait.PiTMJwr. This Motion being feconded, Mr Walter Plomer rofe 
up and fpoke as follows. 
Sir, 
' I agree with the Right Hon. Gentleman who made the 
Motion, in this, * That the landed Gentlemen of this Nation 
have been for many Years fubjefl to very grievous Taxes ; 
the Land^Tax is not the only Tax that has been heavy upon 
thenij but every other Tax falls at lail upon them w^ith its 
greatetl Weight ; It is indeed high Time that fome of the 
Burthens fhould be ta.ken off their Shoulders, and it was 
j-eafonable for them to have expeded from his Majeily'^s mofl: 
gracious Spech, that in this Selfion of Parliament they would 
have met with fome Relief; but how much furprized mufl 
they be, when they hear, that all the Relief that has been 
propofed is, to take off one Tax which lies heavy upon thenx 
only, and in the room thereof to lay on another, which will 
lie equally heavy upon moll of them, and at the fame Time 
will be a moil infuppor table Burthen upon every one of their 
FeUow-Subjetis ? The propofmg this as a Relief for the 
Landed Gendemen appears to me in fo odd a Light, that E 
cannot well comprehend how it can be expelled, that any 
Gentleman in England Ihould be fo impofed on. It is fo 
Jhort a Time ago, that we muft all remember how this Tax 
upon Salt came to be taken off". His Majeftyj by his mtffl 

fracious Speech from the Throne, only two Years ago 
Seep. 52.] fliewed, that he was fenfible how much the 
Trade and Manufadtures of this Nation fuffered, by the many 
Taxes the poor Trade fmen and Labourers were fubjeft to ; 
he therefore recommended to us the taking off fome of 
thofe Taxes, which were moft burthenfome upon the Poor j 
and at that Time, Sir, it was the Opinion of th^a very Houfe, 
that this Tax upon S;dt was the moJl burthenfome upon the 
Poor, and the moll pernicious to the Trade of this Kingdom, 
of all the Taxes we are liable to. This, Sir, was one of 
the many Reafons for taking it off, aiid why we ihould (o 
fuddenly alter our Opinion, and refolve to grind the Face of 
th^ Poorj in order to relieve a few of the Rich, 1 can fee 

no 
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no Reafon £ I %, Sir, a few of the Rich, for it ma/ be 

eafily made appear, that the Relief propofed will be no Re- 
lief at all to the Landed Gentlemen of finall Fortunes, aiid 
even to the Rich it wiU be but a fmall prefent Eafe, which 
will be attended with mofl heavy and moll fatal Confe- 
quences. 

' I had the Honour, Sir, to be one of thole who were in- 
ftrumental in getting this Clog upon oar Trade removed ; I 
hope 1 iball have the fionour to be one of thofe who fhall 
Be inih-a mental in preventing its being forced upon us again ; 
for if this Duty be revived, I defpair of ever feeing it again 
taken oif. It is not always a certain Maxim, that thofe 
Taxes which are moil general are leall burthen fame ; upon 
the contrary, it holds true in all Countries^ and at all Times, 
that thofe Taxes which are laid upon the Luxuries of Man- 
kind are the leail burthenfome ; and I believe in the moft 
luxurious Country upon Earth, I am fare as to this Country^ 
it cannot be fa id that they are the mo ft general : After a 
Nation is brought to that woeful Pals, that they mnft extend 
their Taxes farther than the Luxuries of their Country, it is 
certain, that thofe Taxes which are raifed with the leaft 
Charge to thePviblkk, are the moil convenient and theeafieil 
to the People ; bat in all Cafes particular Care ought to be 
taken not to tax thofe Things which are neceflajy for the 
very Subfirtiince of the Poor ; fuch Taxes always occafioa 
Murmurings and Sedition among the People, and in fuch 3 
Country as this, which fubfiils by Trade and Manufa^ure, 

I fuch Taxes bring fure and inevitable Dellruftion ; for they 
enhance the Price of aU Ncceflaries of Life, the Wages of the 
Tradefman and Manufafturer mufl confequently rife higher 
Slid where the Wages of the Workmen are high,, the Manu- 
Jaftures of that Country never can be fold fo cheap as the 
Manu failures of other Countries ; this mufl at lall deflroy 
their whole Trade, and I am convinced that no Landed Gen- 
tleman in England will chufe to fave a Shilling in tlie Pound 
as to the Land -Tax, even though he were to pay nothing in 
Lieu thereof when by fuch a Saving he brings Ruin upon 
the Trade and Manufadures of his native CountrJ^ 

* I have. Sir, always appeared, and I hope ever (hall ap- 
pear zealous for the Support of the prefent Royal Family ; 
as a Friend to our moft happy Conllituiion, m a feithful 
Subjeft to his Majdly, I mull declare agaiidt reviving this 
Tax upon Salt ; for granting ihat the reducmg of a Shilling 
in the Pound upon the Land-Tax, by the Revival of this upon 
Salt, were a real Relief to the Landed Gentlemen, which is 
very far from being the Cafe, yet we mull allow that for 
one, that h ^:\kA or obliged by the reducing of the Ltnd- 
TaX| there will be 59 difobligcd by the Revival of the Tax 
X 1 u^oa 
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Aatia i. Geo, u. upoii Salt ; this tn lift occafion fach a general .Diilatisfa^oiii^ 
. Ij^'l^ audio much Grumbling amongll the People againft his Ma* 
jefty, thai the keeping up a Standing Army will become nc- 
ccflary for fupporting him againU the Difaifefted ; and by 
rExp^rience we know, that where the DifafFedion becomes 
very general, even the Army h not to be depended on, for 
in fuch Cafe nioft of them wo aid probably join with the Dif- 
contented : It would become neceflary for the Security of 
his Majelly's Perfon and Government, to bring in an Army 
of Fojieign Troops to prey upo^ the Bowels of our Mother-- 
Country* 

^ I have. Sir, as much Sympathy and CompaiJion as any 
Man for the great Dilbeffcs that have been brought upon 
many of our Landed Gentlemen ; and I flattered myfelf with 
the pleafmg Hope, that they were now to be relieved j now 
when there is a profound Tranquility eftabliOied both 
Abroad and at Home, I could not (o much as imagine, that it 
would be neccilkry to continue all our Taxes, and I could 
far lefs imagine that any Propofal would be made for reliev- 
ing us of one Tax, by laying on ano. '*er much more grievous* 
No Man can expedl that the Landed Gentlemen in England 
liave fo little Senfe as to be cajoled in fuch a Manner, The 
Xand-Tax, it is true, takes fropi the Landed Gentleman a 
Fart of his Rent yearly, but the Salt-Tax, being a Charge 
upon our Trade and Manufadures, will at laft difable ms 
Tenants from paying him any Rent ; and befidcs, it make^ 
the Maintaining even of hia own Family much more expen* 
five, fo that at the End of the Year he will find hlmfelf no 
Gainer upon the Main^ and his Tenants being ruined and 
undone, the Rents and the Value of his Ertate will be de- 
ereafmg yearly. I only defire that every Landed Gentler 
tnan, that hears me, %vould coniidcr what he could make of 
Jih Eftate if we had no Trade, no Manufad^ures, nor any 
Number of populous trading Tosvns in England* Whoever 
considers this, muft conclude that, in moft Parts of England, 
the Landed Eftates would not in that Cafe bring in yearly 
to their Landlords near the Rent they do at prefent, no, 
nor onr^ Quarter thereof* Who then will be fuch a Fool as, 
to defire ro be relieved of One Shilling in the Pound upon 
the Land-Tax, when he muft pay as much in another Way, 
frrr the Salt made ufe of in his Family, and when at 
the fiime Time he diminilhes the yearly Value of his Eilatc 
much more than one Shilling in the Pound ; oay, much more 
than any Land^Tax ever amounted to in England. The 
Land-Tax, Sir, is but an annual Dhninution of a Gentleman '$ 
Ei^ate ; he may be free of it, or of a Part of it, the fucceeding 
Year: But if by the Decay of our Trade, and the Charges 
tim is laid upon the poor Farmer, li£ be obliged (o lowtt 
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tlie Rent* of hb Efhte, that will be a Diminution which I 
^m afraid will endure for ever, i 

' Before I have done, i muftj Sir, take Notice, that the 
Salt-Duty, or 3 confiderable Part thereof^ was formerly ap^ 
propriated to the Sinking Fund 5 yet this Duty was but two 
Vears ago thought fo grievous ant! fo prejudicial to our Trade^ 
that we then made no Scruple of encroaching a little even 
upon that Sacred Fund, in order to eafe the People of fo 
pernicious and burthenfome a Tax : I am forry to fee the 
Opinion of any Gendeman, aa to this Tax^ fo much altered 
info ihort a Time: but if we do alter our Opinion ^ and 
revive tliis Tax, it certainly ought to be appropriated again 
to that ufeful Fund ; if we do revive it without any fuch 
Appropriation, we make a moll dangerous Precedent ; when- 
ever any of thefe Taxes, that are now appropriated to the 
Sinking Fund* are wanted for another Ufe^ it is but taking 
them off for one Year, and laying them on the next for a new 
Purpofe ; thus the Sinking Fund may be at lall entirely ex- 
Jiauitedj and Qur Debts remain for ever unpaid, without 
jcflening any of our Taxes, 

Capt* Vernon fpoke next ; 
Mr Speaker, 

' I hope every Gentleman in this Houfe has perufed the 
Ibort Account of the Money, which has been brought into 
Jiis Majefty''s Exchequer, by the Produce of the Salt- Duty 
from thut Part of Great Britain, called Scotland, for the laft 
ten Vears ; I ha%T looked for that Account but can find but 
one Article, and that Article is next to nothing. In the 
Space of ten Years, not one Shilling was ever brought Into 
the Exchequer^ from the Salt- Duty in that Country : How 
then can tJus Tax be faid to be an equal Tax, when fuch a 
confiderable Part of this Kingdom never paid one Farthing 
towards it ; even by the Propofal now made, they are not 
to pay near fo much as we are to py in South-Britain ; and 
of that fmall Proportion that is to be laid upon them, it is 
probable no Part will ever come to the public k Account : 
Tins Tax muft therefore be unequal, becaufe we in England 
arc to bear the Whole of the Burden-; Scotland is to bear 
no Part^ and yet they are by the Articles of the Union 
obliged to bear their proportional Fart of all new Taxes, 
more efpecialJy thofe which arc raifed for the Current Service 
of the Year. If it be faid, that the People in that Country 
are not able to pay this whole Tax, it is a good Argument 
a gain ft ihe Tax in general ; for no Tax ought to be laid upon 
the People, but thofe to which they can all contribute theif 
Share : The People of England ought not to be charged with 
SI Duty, and th^ People of Scotland left free ; fuch unequal 
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CJiarges will {oon make every Man in EfigJand wiih that 
the Union had never been made. 

• 'Tis trae» Sir, I caniiot but applaud the Gentlemen of 
thatCountiy, for appearing in favour of tJie Tax upon Salt 3 
it is Shewing a laudable Zeal for the proper Ihtcrert of their 
native Country : It is laying a Tax upon us, to which they 
comribute nochingj in place of a Tax, to which rhey have 
•aiwiys contributed an equal Share, This, Sir, may juftify 
their Conduft as to the QuelHon now in hand, but I hope 
the Gentlemen of the South Parts of Britain will /hew the 
fame Concern for the Intereil of their Part of the liland ; and 
I am glad to find that fo many of them do fhew fuch a Con- 
cern, ibr it appiKired to me Yellerday, that the QueiHon was 
carried againtt the South Parts of the I^and, by the Votes 
ofthofe Gentlemen, who come from the North. [Here ha 
nJtfas enihd tf? Order ^ after 'which hi ^wcfit ^fi] Sir, I defign 
no Reflexion upon any Man ; but the Allair before us is of 
tJie ntmoll Confequence to the Iniereft and Trade of the 
whole Kingdom ; our Liberties, our Properties, and every 
Thing that is dear to us is at Stake. This fcems to be a 
iitcp towards introducing a General Excife, which b incon- 
Jiilent with the Liberties of a frte People; and Sir, when Life, 
Liberty* or Property is cor^cerned, it will be found that cvciy 
Mm will fight J a Country Clojvn in Huddon-Gray may per- 
haps ihew at* much Courage, and /ight as well as a Soldier in 
Ked : WhJt I do we tliink, becaufc a Fellow is a Beau, and 
drefles himfclf up with Powder and Effences, that therefore 
he has more Courage than another Mao ? I fufpeft there arc 
many of tbofe fine Gentlemen, who arc afraid of letting the 
Wind blow upon them, for fear of blowing the Powder out 
of their Wigs, that could not, perhap, bear the Smell of 
Gun-Powder, As the Affair before us is of the ntmoll Con^ 
feqnence, fo it ought to give us the more Concern, that if 
it paCes in this Houfe, there arc no Hopes in the other: 
In the other Houfe, we know. Sir, there is a peculiar 
Bench, which will [Here he ^vas agmn eg lied to Order ^ and 
nvas t&Id hy Mr Speaker^ That m GentiemaM ivaj lo ihr^v 
'MffifSisris upsn any Body (if Men, mr mfjti any Memker tf 
ihat Haufe^ in any 'Thing he/aid^ t& take Koike sf^vhat niftat 
done J or nuhat might he done in the other^ then the Captaim 
nvint Qti] Sir, It Was not poiTible I could make any Relieflioii 
upon any Man, or upon any Sett of Men, for I had drawn 
no Conclufion. But let us do what we will, \ti both Houfes, 
if they have a mind, pafs this Bill, it is fo directly oppofite 
to thelnterert of the Nation, and to the Intereft of our pre* 
lent happy Eftablifhment, that f am convinced his Majefty 
will refufc ginng it the Sandion of the Royal AiTent. 
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Then Mr Horatio Walpole flood upi and faid, Anm 5. csca. lu 

Sir, 

* I find feme of thofe Gentlemen^ who hAire fpoke 
the Affeir in hand, are quite miibken as to the Motion that 
has been made. If Miy new and unheard of Tax had been 
thereby propfed, they might have fome Reafon for thofe 
FearSj which they have rcprefented to us in fo llrong a Light i 
Murmurbgs ajid Grumblings among the People might be 
apprehended ; but the Tax propofed is no new Tax, it ia 
only propofed to revive a Tax which was raifed upon the 
People of England for 34. Year^ together, and wa& always 
paid by them, without the leaii Grumbling or Coniplaint. By 
Experience, Sir, we arc convinced that it k no way burthen* 
fome upon the People ; and indeed^ it is fo little felt by them^ 
that even fince it was taken off, there k hardly a Man in 
the Kingdom that has been fenfiblc of the Eafc, or has in 
any manner exprelTed his Satisfadlion therewith : This Ihews 
that it may be revived without any 0anger of overcharging 
any particular Man, or any Sort of Men* Every Man, I 
believe, that contributes towards the Land-Tax, is fully fen- 
ilble of the Burthen that ia thereby laid upon him ; but who 
IS it that ever was fenfible of what he paid towards the Salt- 
Duty, or has felt any Eafe iince it was talcen off? It is a 
Duty that is paid by fuch a Multitude of People, th^tt no 
fmgle Man can any way feel what he pays thereto, which 
13 a moil evident Demonftration that it is one of the motl 
eafy Ways we can chufe, for raifing Money for the neceflary 
Supplies of the Government, 

' Thofe Gentlemen, who talk fo much of its being de^ 
ftru€iive to our Trade and Man u failures, ought to come to 
Particulars ; they ought to ihew what Trade or Manuftfture 
was loll or injured, during the 34 Yeajra that the Tax conti- 
nued to be paid by the People of England ; they ought to 
fiiew what Manufaflures have become cheaper, or what Sort, 
of Tradefmen^s Wages have been lowered, fince the abohfhing 
of this Tax : If any one fuch Effe^ could be made appear, 
I Ihould believe ihey had fome Reafon for what they fay j 
but when the contrary Fafls appear to be true, I cannot join 
in Opinion with them. During the whole Time that ihh 
Tax continued, there never was any one Manafaftare there- 
by loll, our Trade never fiouriihcd more than it did in that 
Courle of Time j and fince the Tax was taken off, we all 
know that no Trade or Manufa^ure has been thereby im- 
proved, nor have the Wages of one Workin.^n in the King* 
doin been diminifhed ; the pretended fatal Confcqucnces of 
this Tax mult therefore be all imaginary, 

' As this Tax upon Salt h one of the moft equal and eafy 
Taxtl oa the People^ {q there is noE any one I'ax can be 
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jf feo.ii. propoM, that may be faifed with kfa Expence £d the I'lifc 
1711-11/ lick J The Method of railing it cofb but very littk mor^ 
than the railing of the Land-Tax will coH ; and "whatever 
Difference there may be 15 much more than attoned for, by 
the Jufticc and Equality of the Tax upon Salt, and by it* 
being fo general, that it becomes altogether infenfible j 
whereas the Land-Tax is one of the moll unequal, and one 
of the molt grievous wpdn thofe who pay it, of any Tax 
that ever was raifed in this Country. It is a Tax that is 
wholly charged upon a very few of the Inhabitants of this 
JUand, who have been for many Years obliged to bear the 
greatcft Part of the Publick Charge^ and have many of them 
been ruined and undone for the Benefit and Advantage of 
others. If we but once ferioufly Confider, what wretched 
Circumftancea many of thff Landholders in Britain are at pre- 
fcnt in, we cannot furcly make the leail Hefitation in giving 
them Relief from the Opprefllons they have fo long groaned 
under, by laying on another Sort of TaXj which never was, 
nor ever can be felt by any Man breathing : A Tax which 
19 fo juil that tvtry Man contributes to it in Proportion 
to the Benefit he receives, inftead of a Tax, by which 
a few are obliged to contribute the whole of the Charge, 
though they receive but a hundredth Part of thf^ Benefit. 

* We have likewife, Sir, been frightned with the Kame 
of a General Exdfe, and with the Lofs of our Liberties and 
Fropcrtrea, As to the laft, the Bugbear will vanifh, if we 
but refled upon the Great Men that were at the Helm of 
AfFiira, when the SaJt-Tax was firlE laid on. It was iirfl 
laid on in the Reign of the late Kirig William, the glorious 
Reftorer of the Liberties and Properties of the Nation ; Irt 
his Time it iirft had its Being, and was contrived and ad* 
vifed by a Sett of Mini Iters, who will for ever be refpedted 
for their great Wifdom, and whofe Memories will for ever 
be facrcdi for the great Attachjnent they always Ihewed to 
the Conliicution and the Liberties of this Kingdom. As 
Ibr a General Excife, I never heard of any fuch Defign, I 
mn fure no Man that I know had ever any fuch Thing in 
Jiis Thoughts, nor can the Reviving of the Salt-Tax any 
way contribute to fuch a Deiign. I mufl fay, that I think 
many of our Cufloms are heavy upon Trade, and very 
troublefome to our Merchants ; and therefore, if fome of 
the moil grievous of them were turned into an Excife, it 
would be of great Advantage to the Natbn, and might, I 
believe, be eaiily done, without endangering in the lealt our 
Conftitution, or encroaching upon the Liberty or Property of 
the Suhje6: * But as there is at pre fen t no fuch Propofal be- 
fore this Houfe, we have no Occafion to take fuch a Thitrg 
into our immedatq ConMeration. 
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to by Sir William Wyndham, 



I 



Mr Walpok was replied 
as follows : 
Sir^ 

* I could not indeed but fufpeft from the Manner of in- 
troduciiig tJiis Motion, that fome thing very extraordinary 
was to follow. I find I am not disappointed, for in my 
Opinion it is one of the moft extraordinary Motions, that 
ever was made in this Houfe. Under the fpeciotis Pretence 
of giving an immediate Eafe to the Landed Gentlemen ^ we 
are to revive a Tax, which will lie as heavy as the Land- 
Ta»npon mOft of them, and which is not only deftruftive to 
the Trade, but inconfiftent with the Liberties of this Nation. 
I agree moft heartily with the Gentleman who made the Mo- 
tion, That many of our Landed Gentlemen have been 
Teduced to moft miferable Circumlknces, by the heavy Bur- 
thens they have borne for fo many Years : But their Mifeiy 
is not to be afcribed to the Land- Tax only, every one of our 
other Taxes contributes its Share, and no Tax contribnted 
more to the general Mifery of the whole Nation, as well as 
of the Landed Gentlemen, than this very Tax, which is now 
propofed to be revived. It is indeed become neceflary 
to continue the Land-Tax upon the former Footing, or to 
impofe fome new Tax in room thereof,* but from whence 
does this NeceOity proeeed ? Why, from maintaining a greater 
Number of Land-Forces, and putting ourfelves to much 
greater Charges, than we have in my Opinion any Occafion 
for. It has always been the Cafe, it always will be the Cafe; 
*SWy that one wrong Meafure mufl for ever give Birth to ano- 
ther, that to a Third, and fo on till PubHck Ruin becomes 
Inevitable* if no Redrefs be offered in Time i which never 
can be effeftuated, but by altering the former wrong Mea- 
fures, iniiead of fupporting them by worfe. 

^ I am forry. Sir, to /ind that we are reduced to tliis Ex- 
tremity, that we mull either lay on a Land-Tax, which fecins 
to be agreed by all to be he;ivier than the Landed Gentle^ 
men of this Nation are able to bear, or othcrways we muil lay 
on a Tax> which in the Opinion of, I hope, the Majonty of 
this Houfe, is of much mofe fatal ConCequence* How fatal. 
Sir, is this Necefhty ? Our Landed Gentlemen mull be mined, 
or the whole Nation mull he undone ! It is certain. Sir, that 
every Tax is an Evil, and an Evil that onght to be avoided, 
if poiUble ; the corrupt Nature of Mankind has mnde fomc 
Taxes neceflary for the Support of Society 5 and we find to 
our Col!, that Ta^ces, like other Evil?, are fruitful in the 
Begetting of one another : But when we come to make m 
Choice between two Taxes^ of the two Evib wt certainly 
ought to chuft tliat which is lea It ; and ftncc we hare by 
cur former Rcfolutiotis made one of the Two, liow under 
Vol* XL Y Cottlvdi^Yattssfe, 
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*$rcth.u. Confideration tieceitary, we ought now to examine ftri£tty 



mi'jj-' 



which of the two h ihe leatl Evil. 

* I have, I hope, ^ir, as deep a Senfe of the Miferies and 
Saffcrings oimy Fellow-Countrymen as any Man m this Houie» 
and when I ipeak of charging Land in phce of charging 
SaJtj I am certain, and 1 believe every Man that knows me 
.will think, that I fpeak againil my own private Intcreit i 
and therefore I flatter myfell, that thofe who hear me wH 
think I am fmcere in what I fay. It is very true. Sir, that 
the Reducing of the Land-Tax would be a great Relief t^ 
the Landed Gentlemen j if k could be done without taking as 
much from them in another Way. The Land-Tax is in- 
deed a heavy Charge upon the Landholders of this Kingdom, 
but that is tlic only Evil attending it ; I cannot grant that 
it is fo unequal as fome Gentlemen have been plea led to re- 
prefent j every Man ought to pay to the Publick Charge in 
Propottion to the Benefit he receives therefrom 5 a poor iVIan, 
who has no Property, ought not certainly to be charged for 
the Defence of Property ; he has nothing but his Liberty to 
contend for, and for the Defence of that only he ought in 
JulHce to be charged i whereas a Man, who has mn Mate, 
has Property as well as Liberty to contend for, and for the 
Defence of both he ought to be charged. Liberty may be 
equally dear to every Man» but Ihrely he that has the largeft 
Property, ought to contribute moft to the Publick Expence, 

' The heavy Weight chat lies upon the Landholders, la 
I fay^ Sir, the only Evil attending the Land-Tax ; but in 
confidering the Evils that neccilarily attend a Tax upon Salt, 
ih^ Land-Tax will upon the Comparifon be found to have 
m^f\y Advantages ; One of the great Evils of a Salt-Tax, I 
jnay fay the greateil^ becaufe it ibikea at our Conititution, 
is the great Number of Officers which mulLbe employed in 
coUetting that fmall Branch of the Revenue. Thefe Officers 
are all named by the Crown, and beirrg fpread all over 
the Country, mull have a great Influence in Eleftions ; This, 
Sir, throws a greater Power into the Hands of the Crown, 
than is in my Opinion confiiient with the Liberties of this 
>^ation* If !C ever {h:Jl happen to be the Misfortune of this 
Nation, to have a Set of wicked Mm liters in the A dm t ni- 
tration, and a weak or an ambitious Prince upon the Throne, 
ihe great Number of OlHcers, employed in colleding the 
Publick Kcrenue, mud be of the mull dangerous Con fe- 
ll u '/nee to fhe very Eeing of our happy Conilitution ; and 
tlierefore we jught notj upon any Pretence what foe ver, to in- 
crede the Number of thofc Slaves of an Adminiilration. 
As to f:hh Evil, the Lmd-Tax has by much the Advantage 
of the Sak'Tax ; in tHe firll there are few or no Officers 
^mploy^ ; but Che M wiU make zxl Addition of iix or fevcn 
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Hundred to the Number of OfHcers we had before- This Anao^Cco.Up 
Tax upon Salt is likewife a dangerous Precedent i it is one '^'*'^^ 
Step rowards a General Excife ; from tbis^ which is realjjf 
an Rxcife upon S;tk, we may come to have an ExcilV laid 
upon every Thing we ean either eat or drtnk. It would be 
dangerous to begin to raife even the Taxes we now pay, by 
the merhod of Excife, both becaufc it would be a bad Pre- 
^^ cedent, and bccauJe of the Uncertainty of the Produce : If 
^Bthe Raifing tliem by Excife fhould produce lefe than they now 
^■do, they could not anl'wer thofe Payments for which they 
^■«re appointed ; and if it raifed more, it might, confidering 
^B'tiie prefent EiUblifhmentof the Civil Liil, throw more Money 
^flnto the Hands of the Crown, than would be confilknt with 
^^ the Freedom of the People, 

* Another Advantage which the Land-Tax has over the 
Tax now propofed^ is, that the Raifing of a Shilling in the 
Pound cofts but a meer Trifle, and is fubjed to no Fmuds_ 
I The whole, I may fay, that is raifed from the People, comes 
to the Ufe of the Pnblick, and to the Benefit of the People 5 
but the Cafe is quite diiFeient as to the Tax upon Salt ; it is 
^B impoflible to raife the Salt- Duty without employing a great 
^B Number of Officers, they muft all have Salaries, befides the 
Ferquifiies and Gratuities which always have been, and al- 
ways will be given to Men in fuch Officen : The honeft Part 
of Mankind can never get common Juilice from them without 
paying the Perquiftte, and the fraudulent Part of the Nation 
will always purchafe their Connivance by large Gratuities 1 
thus a very hrgt Sura will be raifed upon the People, and 
but a fmall Part thereof will ever come to the VCe of the 
Publick, or to the Benefit of the Nation. This was former- 
ly fhe Cafe of this Duty upon Sa!t i there was always a gneat 
Difference betwixt the Grofs and Neat Produce thereof^ and 
there ni*rer was ajiy Tax in this Coutitry that gave fo much 
Occafion to Frauds and Perjuries i the Tax is fo much above 
the pn>per Price of the Commodity upon which it is raifed, 
that it always was, and always muft be a great Temptation 
ibr People to perjure themrdves, and ch^t the PublicL 

* I am furpriaed, Sir^ to hear any Gentleman doubt of 
this Duty upon Salt being heavy upon Trade, and prejudicial 
to the Manufadlures of the Nation, Itis fo eafy in this Cafe 
to come to particular Inllanccs, that I defy any Man to name 
one Trade or Manufacture that it is not prejudicial to : Can 
any Man fuppofeit docs not enhance the Price of all Pro- 
vifions ? and hf enhancing the Price of them it becomes a 
Charge upon every ManufaAure in particular ; but upon our 
Navigation it is infupportable ; Every Ship that fails from 
this Kingdom muH pay dearer for her Salt-Provifions, or muft 
go to fomc pthcr Place to take th^tn in : Do not we know, 
* ' y a Sit 
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Sir, that many of our Merdiant-Ships, for thefe fever^ Years 
liift paJl, have gone to Ireland to take in the Salt-Provifions 
neceJTary for their intended Voyage ? If thh Tax had beer^ 
difcontimied for any Number of Years, they would probably 
J^ave returned to vidual in our own Ports, as they always did 
before the laying on of this Tax upon Salt. Even the Ihort 
Time which it has been difcontinuedhas iliewn what a Dlfad- 
vantage the reviving of it will be to the Improvement of Land, 
Since the Tax was taken oft feveral Experiments have been 
made for the Improvement of Land by the Means of SaJt, 
and they have all anfwered to Admiration. The RevivaJ of 
this Tax cannot therefore proceed from any Compaflion for 
the Landed Gentlemen, fmce we thereby prevent the Im- 
provement of their Lands ; and a very fmall Improvement of 
the Rent of an Eibte is worth a great deal more^ than one 
Year's Land-Tax, at a Shilling in the Pound, will amptmt to 
^en upon a very large Estate- 

' But in the prefent Cafe, Sir, we not only prevent the 
Improvement of Land-EHatcs, but we really take as much 
from almoft every Landed Gentleman in another way, as he 
iaves by the Diminution of the Land -Tax ; and at the fame 
Time we take fo much from every one of his Tenants, as to, 
difable them, or fome of them at Icait, from paying the fame 
Rent they formerly paid. In all weU- regulated Countries great 
Care is taken, tl^t the poor Farmer ihall not be overcharged- 
Where is there a more flouriihing, or a better rultivated Spot 
of Ground in the World, than our neighbouring Country 
Flanders ? Yet what Ravages, what Defolatlons has chat 
poor Country fufFercd by contending Armies > What is this 
to be afcribed to I certainly to that wife Policy of the Land- 
lords, eilablifhed as a Law in that Country, that whenever, 
any Farmer fuffered any l^ofs in his Farm, by the Incamp- 
m tints or Depredations of an Army, he paid no Rent for that' 
Year to his Landlord : By that he was enabled to fupport the 
Lofs, and to repair the liam ages for the Benefit of his Land- 
lord as well as himfelf. Do we not fee the Efiefts of a contrarjf- 
Policy in Poland ? There, the poor Tenants are racked and 
opprciTed, and for that very reafon one Half of that Country, 
which is naturally one of the moft fertile in Europe, lie^ 
waJte and nncultivated. This will always be the Confe- 
guence, wheri a Landlord charges his Tenant for the Sake o^ 
3 fmall Eafe to himfdf. 

* We have already. Sir, fo many Taxes, Co many Impot^ 
fitipns; the Price of every Thing is thereby fo much cnhan^ 
^ed, that none of om Manufaflures on be fold in a Foreig 
Market To dieap as (Jie fame Sort of Manufadures are fok 
by our Neighbours, To this only the great Decay of out 
^rgtje is to be imputed i md if it had not been for foihe na* 

1^ 
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fgral Advantages, ic woM have been before now entirely 
loft and gone. It would hive been happy for this Nation, 
if they I^ d\my$ raifed the Supplies within the Year : W^ 
fcverely feel the Effefts of this Error in Politicks committed 
by the Generation before us; and yet fhall we with our 
Eyes open go on in the fame Track, and doubly load oux 
Polierity for a fmall prefent Eafc to ourfelves ? We are told 
that this Tajcis to continue but for three Years ; but I plain- 
ly fee that it mult be continued longer : By Computation ic 
is allowed, that 500,000 J, may be raifed by this Tax in the 
Space of two Years and a Half, from whence I forefee, that 
at the End of three Years we fliaJl be told, that there being 
Haifa Year good in Hand, the Coctmmng it bat ibr two 
Years longer will raife fuch another Sum. I do not doubt, 
but that at the End of thb three Years, we ihall be under a 
much greater Neceflity of raifmg fuch a Smn by extraordi- 
nary Means, than we are at prefent ; at the End of ftye Years 
it m^y be the fame, and thus it may for ever continue. 

* Even the Landed Gentlemen, if they confider their own 
Intereft, never will deiire to be eafed as to the Land-Tax, 
by laying on any other Tax inftead thereof In fuch a Cafe 
the Landed Gentlemen will always fend, that what they fave 
by this Eafe as to the Land-Tax, is more than exhaufted by 
what they pay out of their own Pockets, towards the Ta.x 
laid on in its room j and at the fame Time the poor Tenants 
and Farmers arc opprefled, and the Trade of the Country 
undone. Let us but fuppofe, that the Sum of five Million* 
were to be raifed, and this I bc!ieve is as large a Sum as the 
nctt Produce of all our Taxes will amount to. If this Sum 
were to be all raifed by a Land-Tax, it would amoimt to ten 
Shillings in the Pound : This indeed would be a jnoJl grie- 
vous Taic, but let any Gentleman compute what he now pays, 
under the piefent Method of Taxation, towards the Landt 
Tax, towards the Malt-Tax, towajrds the Window-Lights, 
and to the advanced Price of all the Neceflaries and Conve- 
liiences of Life, which he either makes ^fe of in his Family 
or is obliged to call and pay for when he is abroad; and I be- 
lieve he will find, that in the Year'B Time it amounts to more 
than if he were to pay a Land-Tax of ten Shillings in the 
pound, and at leaft to as much again upon the reil of the 
People. This, Sir, is the unavoidable Cpnfequence of our 
I prefent Method of Taxation. The Charge is fo gi'eat, and 
[ the Advantages taken by the Merchant and Retailer are (b 
I extravagant^ that one Half at leaft of what is raifed upon the 
people never comes to thcUfe of the Publick ; and it is (o far, 
5ir, from being laid ont or expended for the Benefit of the 
People, that it may fome time or another be turned to- 
wards th^ enilaylng of them : from whence, Sir, 1 thbk it 
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b%5 demonflrabfe ^ any Propofition in Euclid* that if we 
adually patd a Land-Tax of ten ShillingB in the Pound, 
widiottc paying any other Excifes or Duties, our Libertiet 
and our Properties would be much more fee u re, and every ' 
Landed Gentleman might Hve at leail in as much Plenty, and 
might make a better Provifion for his Family , than under our 
prefcnt Method of Taxation, 

' I ftmll conclude. Sir, with obfervitig that as this Tar 
falls moft grievDufly upon the Poor, and as they are by far 
the Majority of the People, it mult of confequence ralfe a 
general Murraijring and Difcontent againft the Admin illra- 
tion : By this the Govemment^ for their cwn Security, will , 
be obliged to keep up a numerous Standing Army : This wili J 
be a new Ground of Complaint among the People ; and J 
they will at lall; begin to think, that their Libertiea 
and their Properties aje really in Danger ; and I hope th^ 
People of thi:* Nation will alwp.ys have Coumge etiough to 
difptite fo fucred, fo valuable a Prize i but curfed muit they 
be wbofc Meaftires fhall occafion fuch a Conteil, 

Mr Dundais fpoke next. 
Sir, 

We have heard a great deal of the Inequalrty of the Land- 
Tax, and great Complaints that, notwithlUtiding its be- 
ing raifed tor the Good of all, yet there were bat a fmall 
Part of the Nation thai contributed any Thing there tu : I 
grant. Sir, that it is fo far unequal ; but then as no Maa 
contributes but he that has an Eilate, it cannot be fsid that 
jt is infiipportable to any Man ; and it muft be allowed, that 
the Reft of the Nation are quite free from that Burthen ^ * 
But this Tax upon Salt is as unequal as the other, for ther< 
arc a great many Gentlemen in this Naiion^ the greateft Parfe J 
of whofc Efiates confifts in Salt- Works, and by this Tax 
there will be at leafl one iixth Part, I may fay one fourth 
Part, of theie EJlates taken from them. The Inequality 
therefore is as great with rcfpea to this Tax, as with refpefti 
to that upon Land j but no Man, no Perfon in the Nado»l 
can be free from this Tax upon Sale, it mnft be burthenfomtf j 
upon all, and infupportable to a great many; I have the 
lefs Reafon to be againft the reviving of this Tax^ becaufe, 
by the Articles of the Union, that Part of the Country.^ 
which 1 come from is to be free therefrom, or at Icalt fronj^ J 
the greateH Part thereof: Nor can I think that the taking 
off of a Tax, for one Year, which Scotland is by the A^ 
tides of the Union to be free from, and laying it on the very 
next Year, will ever sfford a Prereiice for the chaiging of 
the People of Scotland with the Payment of fuch a Tax 1 
for then it would be eafy to fubjed them to all thofe Taxes 
and Diitip, which they 21^ declared free from by the ArtUl 
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cles of rhe Union. This, Sir, is my Opinion, Ijut I fliall 
be very forry ever to fee any Thing brcmght into this 
Honfcy that may poiTibly bring ^nj one of the Articles of 
Union into Qoeliion, or fo much as raife a Doubt about the 
Meaning and Intention of vtny one of them ; Explanations 
in that Affair will always be dangerous, and every Man 
who wiQics well 5 either to hi a King or hts Country, will en- 
devour as much as he crh to avoid coming to any foch* If 
there were no other Reafon, Sir, for my being againfl tJiia 
Duty upon Salt, this one is enough to me, that there appear 
to be feveral Gentlemen m this Houfc, who are of diffe- 
rent Sentiments from me, with refped to the Meaning and 
Intention of that Article of the Union, by which Scotland 
is declared free from the Duties theji payable upon Salt, I 
hope all the Gentlemen of my own Country, at leaft, are 
in this Point of the fame Sentiments with me, *ind confe- 
quently as they have very little to do in the prefent Queftion, 
I hope they will at leaft withdraw, and not join in laying a 
Tax upon their Neighbours, which their own Country is not 
to bear an equal Share in. 

• It is well known how many Frauds and Perjuries were 
committed,' during tlie Time tlmt there was a Duty upon 
foreign Salt, and Drawbacks allowM upon the Exportation 
of Fiih cured therewith. How many Ships were fetit out 
with Fifh, pretciMled to be fo cured, which never carried 
any to a Foreign Market > Do not we know, that fome Ships 
have been entered, or at leail pretended to have been enter 'd, 
and the Drawbacke for the Cargoes of fuch pretended Ships 
have been not only allowed, but paidr and yet it was after- 
wards difcover'd, that no fuch Ship was ever built ? One 
Gentleman was obhged to fly his Country^ for fuch Pradices : 
'Tis true that he afterwards got a Pardtjn, and foon after, a 
Commiflion in the Culloms : How he came to deferve fuch 
Favour and fuch Preferment is more than I can tell s but I 
am fure no Man ever was, or will be deterred from being 
guilty of fuch Crimes, by the Severity of the Punilhment he 
met with. The Multitude of thole Frauds committed by 
the Exporters, or pretended E?cporters of Filh cured wirfi 
foreign Salt, was fo greats that the Government was obliged 
at laft to take the Duty entirely off of foreign Salt i and eve- 
ry Man was allowed to import Duty-fr^ee, as much as was 
ncceiTary for curing all the Fiih he exported to any foreign 
Market ; and what was the Confcquence I why, under this 
Pretence of curing Fiih for a foreign Market, a great deal of 
foreign Salt was imported publickly, and aJterwards privately 
Ibid about the Country for nil the Ufc^ in Life i and it is 
well known, the Proprietors of Sale- Works know it to their 
Coll, that while the Duty continued u^u \vQme-KaAt ^-^^ 



Anno J, Gcfl. VL 



( 176 ) 
there was none of It ever made ufe of in mmy Parts of tKii 
Uhiid, If tills Tax be reviycd^ the faiHe Frauds will be 
renewM ; and Frauds there will be, put it m what Shape 
you will : If you revive the Duty on foreign Salt, there will 
then be Frauds as to the Drawbacks ; if you revive the Duty 
on hdme-made Salt, without Jayirtg a Duty on the Importa- 
tion of foreign Salt^ then in feveral Places of the Country 
they wiJl fall upon fomt fraudulent Way or other of getting 
foreign Salt for all Ufes ; whereby you will increafe the 
mtional Ex-pence, and in a little Time delboy moil of your 
own Salt-Workfe. 

* The Independency of this Honfe has of late Yean been 
much tilkM of j I hope it will always be independent ; Bnt 
I muft fay. Sir, that tf a Scheme had been laid down fop 
making this Houfe dependent upon the Crown, a more eafy, 
a more effe£tua!, a more tertain Method could not have been 
contriyM for the Succefs of fuch a wicked Scheme, than this 
of reviving the Salt- Duty. By this Duty there is fo large a 
Sum yearly raifed, and fo litde brought to the publick At- 
tount^ that k may really be moft properly called a Eribinfi 
us with our own Money^ I am fure his Majefly never < 
think of fuch a Scheme i he has the Intcrelt of the Nation 
and th€ Benefit of Mankind toio much at Heart, to let ajty 
fuch Schemes ever enter into his Thoughts ; but every Man 
is fen Able, that a great Number of Officers, all named by- \ 
the Cr0\vnj and renioveable at the Pleafure of the King, df | 
of thofe in the Adminiftrationj may have, if fo apply'd, an i 
Influence upon the Elcftions for Members of Parliament; | 
and oonfidering the Time that this Duty is ndw laid on, that ; 
it is laid on for three Years only, and that within that Time j 
there is to be, as it is hopM, a new Choice of Reprefenta- 
tives, one who does not know his Majerty^s good and juft 
Intentions will be apt to fufpeft, that the laying on of fuch 
a Tax at fuch a critical Junfture, is with Defign to influence 
the approaching Ekfliom. I Ihall always be againft any 
Meafurc that may give the meaneft of his Majefty's Subjects 
the leaft Caufe to fufpe^j that his Majeity ever had a De- 
fign of making ufe of any fuch Influence. I am convinced, 
he has no fuch Defign ; I firmly believe he never will fonn 
any fuch Defign 5 but as much the greatell Part of the Feo- 
pie live remote from Courts and have no Opportunity of 
knowing his Majefty^s real IntentionSj they may put wrong 
Coaftruilions upon Things ; and therefote no Man, who is 
a fmcere Lover of the prefent happy Eftablifhrnent, ought tft 
agree to any Meafure^ which is in its own Nature Ilrible to 
be mifapprehended, and apt to raife Jealoulics and Frars 
toiong hi& Majeily*s faithful Subjetls/ 
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Mr Dandaft having done fpeakiog, Sir Robert Walpok 
fpoke again : 
Sir, 

' Though I had examined this Affair with the utmoft Ac* 
curacy I was capable of: Though I was convinced that what 
I was to propofe, was for the publick Good^ and for the 
Relief of thofe who have been long oppreilcd ; yet I ex* 
pe£led that the Motion I was to make, would meet with Op- 
pofition, either from thofe who have not fo thoroughly con* 
fidcr'd this Matter, or from thofe whofe particular Interdl 
or private Views lead them to be againit it. However, this 
l>ifficulty and Trouble which I forelaw I was to encounter, 
did not, nor ever fliall deter me from offering to this Houfc 
what I take to be for the Good of my Country » and lor 
the Relief of thofe in Diftreis. All pubUck A/Temblies muit 
for ever be compofcd of Perfoira, who have d liferent Ways of 
Thinking, d liferent Intereftsj and di^rent Ends* Every 
Tax that can be propofed will be objeded to by fomc erf 
thofe who are to pay it j and the moft unequal Tax will be 
approved of^ and preferred to the moft equal, by thofe who 
are to contribute nothing, or a very little thereto. The 
Journals of this Houfe m^y afford us many Examples of Pe- 
titions prefented, and a vigorous Oppofition made, againit 
Things that have in their own Nature appeared to be an 
univeHal Benefit to Mankind. Thofe who live by the Ne- 
ceiStics of Mankind, will for ever oppofe what is propofed 
for their Relief; from hence it is, that we always Tee great 
Oppofition made to all Attempts for improving the Na* 
vigation of Rivers, or of wafte lands and Commons ; we 
are therefore, Sir, never to conclude againft the publick 
Benefit of any Proportion, becaofe we iee it violently op- 
pofed, 

' Envy and Malice will often prompt M^ to oppofe what 
is apparently for their own immediate Benefit, as well as for 
the fienc£t of their Country, Every Man, I believe, even 
in a private Station of Life, has Eiiemies ; but thofe who 
are in any publick Station have always a great many* Thole 
who envy them, will always grudge them the Glory of do* 
ing any thing for the publick Good, and will endeavour to 
defeat, or to give a wrong Turn to whatever they propofe 
for the Benefit of their Country, or for the Eafc of the Peo* 
pie. I do not believe that any Gentleman in this iioufe op- 
pofes what I have moved for from any fuch Motives, I am 
perfuaded that the Oppofition made thereto proceeds entirely 
fiom their miilaking the Cafe before usj and therefore I fiiall 
endeavour as much as I can, to remove tliofe Miilakes, and 
ibail think the FaiAS I am at well bellow 'd, if I can chere^ 
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by convince any one Gentleman of this Ifoufe of the Er- 
ror he has been in. 

* The Influence to be adde^i to the Power of the Cro^vn, 
by the Addition of fuch a Number of Officers, as mull be 
employed in the coll citing of this Revenue, is, J find, a 
mighty Objeftion againU the reviving of this Duty upon 
Salt, I am ibrry, Sir^ to find that any Gentleman fhould 
think fo meanly of his Native Country. Our Liberties and 
our Properties would indeed be In the moft imminent Danger, 
if an Addition of 4 or 500 Officers could add fuch a terrible 
Influence to the Power of the Crown, Bkit^ Sir, we have 
the Experience of above 30 Years, to convince us of the 
Unreafonablenefs of fuch Apprehenfions ; and daring a great 
Part of this Time, the Crown had^ beildes this Number of 
Salt-Office r5, a much more numerous Army than it has at 
prefent ; confequently the Power of tlie Crown muft have 
been much greater than it can be made by what is now pro- 
pofcd, and yet it was never found to be too great ; but on 
the contrary, the Crown was always obliged to fue for» and 
to fubmit to the Inclinations of the People, While the 
Power of the Crown is properly apply *d, and made Ufc of 
only to defend the Liberties and Properties of the Subject, 
the Crown will always have the Indmations of the Majority 
of the People in its Favour, This is the natural and jull 
Influence which the Crown ought to have, and 1 hope it will 
never have any other in this Kingdom. We know that the 
Paftious and Difaffecled have always exdaimed agar nit the 
Number of Officers, and have all edged that the Difappoint- 
jnents they mrt witli, in their Oppofition to the moil juft tod 
njoit reafonabhj Meafures propofed by the Court, proceeded 
from the Influence of fuch Officers ; but it is evident, that 
the People of this Nation never could be brought by fuch 
Influence, to do any thing tliat was inconiillent with their 
liberties and Privileges : And as there is no greater Number 
of Ofliccrs now propofed^ than what was before employ 'd 
when this Duty was fubfiiling, it cannot be prefumed, that 
this Influence will now be greater than it has been in Times 
paJL Bo not therefore let imaginary Fears and vain Appre- 
henfions deter us from giving a. Relief to the moll diftrefled 
Part of our Feliow-Sul^e^b. 

' Another Bugbear raifed againfi this Duty on SaJt is^ 
that it is a Sort of Excife, and may be a Precedent for in- 
troducing a General Excife. I am perfuaded that no Man 
ever thought of introducing a General Esrcifc into this Country ; 
I can anfwer for myfelf that I never did j but becaufe there 
is fuch a Term as a General Excife, becaufe there may be 
fuch a Thing io fame Countries, fliall we therefore admit of 
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ho particular Ejccife, nor any Duty upon any particular Com- 
modity ? Wc may as well fay we will pay no Tax, becaufe 
in fome Countries that have the Misfortune to be fubje^ to 
arbitrajy Power, they are opprcCed with Taxes^ An Excife 
is only a Word for a Tax raifed in a different Manner ; and 
if it be found by Experience, that our prefent Method of 
raifing our Taxes is more burthenfome upon our Trade, and 
more inconvenient and cxpenfive to the Merchant, than the 
failing them by way of Excife would be, I fee no manner 
of Keafou why we fliould be frighten'd by thefe two Wordi, 
General Excife^ from changing the Method of raifing the 
Taxes we now pay, and choofing that Method which i» 
moil convenient for the trading Fart of the Nation, The 
laying of an Excife upon one Commodity, or upon one Sort of 
Proviiions, can no more be a Precedent for a General Excife, 
than my giving a poor Man half a Crown, can be a Prece- 
dent for my giving him my whole Eltate. We iind that the 
Method of raifing Taxes by way of Excife, is not abfo- 
lately inoonfiftent with Liberty i we find it is the Method by 
which moil of the Taxes are rat fed in Holland ; and their 
Method is reckoned much more preferable to ours, by all' 
thofe who underlland any Tiling of Trade i yet no Mail 
can fay but that the Dutch are a free People, and are a$ 
jealous of their LiberOi^ as any People ought in Reafoa 

to be. 

* There are at prefent no Thoughts of cxmvcrting any 
Duty into an Excife ; but if aU or mort Part of our Cu Horns 
were converted into Excites, I am perfuadcd it would be be- 
neficial to our Commerce in general, and there is no great 
Fear of its adding fo much to the Civil Lift ; for notwith- 
ftanding the great CLimouis that have been raifed upon 
that Head, it appcais, that from his Maj city's Acceffion, ta 
the Year 1751, even including the Snm of 1 1 5,000 L grant* 
ed by Parliametrt to make up the Deficiency of the Ci^il* 
Liil Revenue, [Su p. 48,] the Produce of all thofe Duties 
appropriated to the L^vil-Llft, has not in the whole amounted 
to 800,000 L p€r Annum which is the Sum that has been 
judged by Parliament to be neceilary for fupportlng the 
Chai^ of his Majeily*s Civil-Lilt i fo that if by the Me- 
thod of £xcife Ihefe Duties Ihould prgduce a little more, 
and it b not to be pre fumed that tiity can protluce a great 
deal more, they wtU only make up' that Sum which the Par- 
liament have thought ihemfelves obliged in Juilicc to make 
good to his Majeily« 

* I muA, fay, ^it^ I am furprized .it the Propofal that has 
been made for laying this whole Tax upon Salt m^de in 
Scotland ; I am perfuaded the Gentlemen arc not fertcus in 
what they propoftd i J reckon it wa^ made ouly to dlvax 
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the Principal Queftion, and to oblige the Gendemen of that 
Country to be againJl it, not beeaiife they difapprov^ of it 
in the main, hot for fear their Country (hould he, by an 
After- Rcfolution, charged with a Duty which, by the Articles 
of the Union, they are declared free from for ever. The 
Satt-Duty, now propofed to be revived, was granted at two 
fcveral Times i one was for but i s. per Buihelj the other was 
for z s» 4 d. per Bu(heL At the Time of makmg the Union, 
th« Scots CommilTioners were willmg that their Country 
fhould after a certain Term of Years be fubjcft to the i s- 
per Buihel ; but tjiey declared that their People could not 
poflibly afford to pay the additional z s. and 4 d ; and there- 
^re they infilled upon their being free from it for ever» which 
on our Side was agieed to. The AB, of the 9tb and lOth of 
JCing William had impofed this Duty of 2 s. and 4 d. for 
ever, and therefore that Article of the Union relating to this 
Daty upon Salt was drawn up in thefe Terms : * That the 

* Scoti ihould be exempted, for feven Years, from all Duttei 

* whatever on home-made Salt, after which they were to pay 

* the Duties levied in England, with this Exception* and in 

* thefe exprefs Words, " That Scotl^d Ihall, after the faid 
'* feven Years, remain exempted from the Duty of 2 s. 4d. 
■* impofed on home-made Salt, by an AS. made in England ia 
'* the 9th and i oth Years of King WiUiam III. of England/* 
Can there be any thing more exprefs than this ? By the Aft 
therein mentioned, the Duty was exprefly to continue to be 
levied in England for ever. Is it not therefore evident, that 
by the Artide of Union referring to tbat Ad, the Scots are 
for ever to be free from that Duty ? Shall we be fo unjnft, 
ihall we be fo ungenerous, as to make ufe of a down-right 
Quii:k in Law to fubjed thofe People to a Duty, which by 
the Agreement bet wee a us, they are for ever to be free 
Irom? This was the exprefs Siipuktion betweea the two 
Nations at the Time the union was made. How captious 
then muft it be to fay, that the Exemption can only bear i 
Relation to the Duty impofed by that A£t, and cannot be 
claimed with refpcd to the fame D\ity now to be impofed by 
a new Ad ? If fuch a Pretence were to be admitted, if takingtj 
off any Duty impofed by former Ads, under which the Peo- 
ple of Scotland were in titled to an Exemption, and laying on 
the fame Duty again by a new Ad, were admitted of as an 
Avoidance of their Gaim of Exemption, of what Force can 
^y fuch Article of Agreement be ? Have we it not in our 
Power at this rate to defeat every Exemption, which the Scots 
are inritled to by the Union ? For it is but repealing that 
Ad rnider which they claim an Exemption, and then in a 
Year or two afterwards impofing the fame Duty by a new 
Aft» Thus the Scots might be at wee fubjeded to thofe 

Duties 



( i8i ) 

Datics which thfy are not able, wliicli they ought not to 
bear. But would it be fair, would it be candid in us to m^ke 
ufe of fudi a Subterfuge^ a^aM a Nation that has truHcd 
fo much lo our Honour i 

* This Tax cannot therefore be ikid to be nnequal, be- 
caufe Scotland does not pay as much as is paid ill England* 
The People in that Country are to pay as much as they ought 
to pay^ and as much as we can in juftice or Equity demand ; 
Bor does it fignify whetlier the Share they pay be fent up 
here or not : They have an equal Right to be proteded and 
defended ; the protefling and defending the People of that 
Country is a Part of the Publick Charge : It is a Part of the 
National Expence, and mult be defrayod out of the Publiclc 
Revenue ; and the applying the Money raifed in that Coun- 
try, towards the publick Expence in that Country, is the fame 
as if It were fmiAip ro the Exchequer here. VVe ought to be 
the more careful of that Part of ihe Illand, becaufe we have 
found by Experience, that there can be no Invafion upon, 
nor any Commotion among the People in that Country, but 
what mufl foon come to affect ourfelves. For our own Sa- 
fety then we are obliged to be at the Charge of defending 
them, and confequently it can be no Objet^tlon againft any 
Tax, that the Produce thereof adfmg in Scotland is applied 
to the anfweringof fuch a Purpofe* Nor is this Tax unequal, 
becanfe of the Lofs that the Proprietors of Salt*Works may 
failain, for none of their Eilates can be thereby diminilhed* 
The Tax is not paid by the Maker, or by the Seller, but by 
the Confumer ; and the Charge comes to fuch a Trifle upoa 
every particular Man^ that it cannot be pretended that any 
Man wiH con fume Icfs Salt than he did before ; if there were 
no fuch Tax, no Man would make life of more Salt than 
he had occafion for, and the Tax makes fo finall an addi- 
tional Charge^ that it will never oblige any Man to make 
ufe of Icfs. 

• The great Charge of raifing this Tax^ has been made 
nfc of as a weighty Argument againii: it ; but when we come 
to make a Comparifon between this and the Land-Tax, the 
Difference will be found to be but inconliderable. If proper 
Allowance are made, it will be found that the raifitig of this 
Tax upon Salt will not coft the Government above zz.ooo h 
pir Annum. The Land Tax we know colls the Publick^ hy 
Parliamentary Allowance and other neceflary Charges of 
Management, at IcaJt 13^500 I. per Anttum i be fides this, 
there is an OfHcc kept in Commiflion on purpofe for fuper- 
intending it, which cofts above 4000 !. per Annum mor^; 
fo that the Land-Tax really coils Uie Publick about i S,oool. 
ftr Anmm^ Thus the Difference becw^n the Charge of 

raiting 



Anno 5- 



Gesi. Urn 



t lit J 

l-aifing the Salt Tax, and chat of faifing the Land-f a3c appeat* 
at laft to be but 4000 L p£r Annum^ which h not Half a Far* 
thing in a Year to tvtry Perfon that is to contribute there- 
unto. Shall we then for the Sake of favijig this 4000]. a 
Year to this Nation in general, or this Half-Farthing td 
every parttcular Perfon j fhall we» I fay, for this Reafon con-* 
linue to opprefa the Landed Gentlenieu, contrary to aJl E* 
qnity and Jiiilice, and refufe to approve of a Meafure by 
which they arc to be relieved, without throwing any fenfiblo 
Charge upon any one iVIan in the Nation ? If the Difference 
were much higher than what it is, is it not with refpe£t to 
the Nation in general amply repaid by this, that in continu- 
ing the Land'Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound, the Na- 
tion is obliged to raife the wiiole Sum wanted within one 
Year ? whereas if the Land-Tax is put at One ShiEing in thc-j 
Potmd, and the Sah*Tax laid on inftead of tJW other Shil* 
ling, the Nation has three Years to r^ife that Sum, which 
orherways is to be raifed in one. Every Man in commoii 
Life, would rather chiife to have three Years for the Pay- 
ment of a Debt, than to be obliged to pay it in ane : Every 
Man would be glad to pay fomcthing for fuch an Indulgence, 
and a great deal more in Proportion, than the Diifercnce of 
ihe Charge in raifing thofe two Taxes can ever amount to. 

* The great Difference, that always appeared between thp 
grofs and nett Produce of this Duty, has been made ufc of 1 
as an Argument to (hew the great Charge of colleding this 
Revenue, and to convince tts that there was always a great 
deal more raifed from the People, than ever came to the 
Benefit of the Publiclc 1 but this Argument will quite vaniih- 
when the Matter is fet in a clear Light \ it will then appear/ 
that thofe Gentlemen are in a very great Miftake : They 
have always called that the grofs Produce, which never was* 
any thing but the grofs Charge j thefe are two Things of a 
very different Nature, and therefore they never ought to bo 
confounded by thofe, who have a mind to form a right Judg-* 
tnent about any Branch of the Revenue, We know thac 
while this Duty was fubfiiling, the grofa Charge was gene* 
rally reckoned, C&mmtmihus Jnnu, at about 470,000 1. per 
Annum^ but then there were a great many Atticld^ charged 
to this Branch, which never were really pioduced or paid 
to it, and confequently they never can be reckoned any Part 
of its grofs Produce. I fhall take Norice of the moll con- 
Jiderable of thofe Articles, which were charged and brought 
to the general Account of this Branchy without ever being 
ppoduced or paid by any one Perfon, and therefore it is cer- 
tain that they never could be looked on as a Charge or Bur- 
then upon the Subjedb of this Natwn. 
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■ In former Times, ^ while this Duty was fubfifting, we Mms-c^i 
* Icnow that all Sak was diarged with Daties when fold and - ^ ^^- 
delivered from the Works, andconfeqoently from thatlnftant 
it became an Article of the grofs Charge of this Revenue i 
but then whatever Salt was bought by any Pofon who had a 
miRd to export the fame, he paid no Money for the Duties 
then charged upon the Salt he bad boaght, but entered into 
[a Bond to pay the Duty, which Bond was cancelled upon a 
Bebenmrc made out, certifying the Salt to have been export- 
ed* From hence i: appears, that for all tlie Suit that ever 
was exported, there never was One Farthing of Money ac- 
ittiaUypaid by the Subjedl ; and by the Books it appears, 
that this one Article alone at a Medium, amoanted to 
1 aojooo J. per Atfiams As no Part of this Sum was erer 
produced or paid by any Perfon, therefore it cannot be reck- 
oned as a Pari of the grofs Produce, though it was always 
reckoned as a Part of the grofs Charge. 

Another confiderable Article arofe from what was al- 

^ lowed for the Fifhery ; for Curers of Filh paid no Duty, 

I neither did they give Bonds for wh^t Salt they ufed in cu^ 

xing of Filh ; but the Quantities, which they took up for 

[ that purpofe, were all entered in the Accounts of the Office, 

I as a Part of the grofs Charge of this Duty, and were all dif- 

f chargied upon due Pmnf given, that the Salt had been ufed 

in curing of Fifti ; and this Article amounted at a Medium 

to 5 1 ,ooo 1. per Jnnum^ which islikcwife to be deduftcd from 

the grofs Charge. 

KockSalc was charged with the Duty at the Pits, and 
a great de.il of this Rock-Salt was afterwards melted down, 
1 and made into White Salt, which was alfo charged with the 
; Duty, and both thefe Duties were charged in the Accounts 
I of the Office ; but the Refiner or Maker had an Allowance 
' for fo many Bufhela of Rock*SaIt, for which the Duty had 
\ been charged, as he had melted down and made ufe of in 
, making White Salt. This Article generally amounted to 
about 36,0001 per dmttm^ and is to be deduced from th© 
' grofs Charge. 

It is welJ known that the whole Sums, payable for Duties, 

were always charged in the Books of ihe Office ; and yet 

there was always a Difconnt for Prompt-Payment allowed, 

i-which amounted to about 20,000 L yearly \ and befides thb, 

I there w^^s anoiher Allowance for Waftc on Salt carried Coafi- 

f ifwife, which one Year with another came to 1 1,000 1. f$r 

^ jtnnwm* There wa5 likewife an Allowance for Salt loft at 

§ea, and an Allowance or a Drawback upon Salt-Beef aiid 

Fork exported, both which amounted to 1650/. per Annmn^ 

AH thde Sums added together amounted to 239,650/ and 

^ is lliey never wf re inifrd upoa ih^ Sul^jof^ oc if laifed were 
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always returned, therefore they muft &1I be dcdu^d from the 
Grofi Charge, and the remaining Sum otily^ being 230,3501/ 
is to be reckoned the Grofs Produce. From which if we de- 
duil the Charges of Masagement, vb. 25,000!. there re- 
main» ^0^,3 50 L which is 5ie Nctt Produce. And if from 
thifi we dedud: the Bounties paid annually to the Exporters of 
Piih, and which muft be paid whether we revive this Tax or 
not, thefe Bounties amounting yearly to the Sum of 19,000 I. 
the remaining Sum will then be the Nett Sam to be paid inca 
the Exchequer^ vis;. 186,350!* on the Credit of which 
500,000 1 is now propoied to be raifed. 

* By this ihortAbftraa of the Account, it will, I thinig ] 
Sir, moft evidently appear^ that there is nothing In that ' 
Argnm^t fo much iniifted on, that there is a great deal j 
more raifed upon the People than ever can come to th^j 
Benefit gf the Publick. There is no evading of Fads, and 
i3pon the nioft exa£t Examination of them it appears, that 
every Shilling that is actually raifed from the People, comes 
to the Ufe of the Publick, except thb Sum of 25,000 1. pft* 
Annum, allowed for the Management of this Revenue. And 
even this 15,0001. is all to be given to our own People ; 
many Families may be thereby maintained who would other- 
wife be a Earthen upon their Country j and thus the greateft 
P^rt even of that Sum will come to be ufefu! to the Natioo 
in general, and may therefore be properly faid to come td 
Ihe Bent fit of the Publick, 

' Great Compbints have been made, and a great Ckmouf 
riifed, that this Tax will always give great Occafion to 
Frauds and Perjuries. I am perfuaded. Sir, that no Excrfe 
whatever is attended with fewer Frauds in the Managemenl^ 
than this Tax now under our Confideration, What is gene^ 
rally prefumed to give Occafion to Frauds and Perjuries in 
ail Methods of Taxation, is, when great Sums of Money are 
to be paid by the Subje£l, and returned to them again upon 
certain Events. Let any Man but examine the y&ticles of 
the Grofs Charge of thts Revenue, he will find, that there is 
ISO Money paid and returned. In all thofe Articles by which 
the Gro& Amount is made to e:scceed the Grofs Produce, the 
Accounts of the Offline are carried on by way of Debtor and 
Creditor ; there is hardly ever any Money paid by the Sub- 
je£t, that is to be returned either to him or to any other upon 
any Event whatfoever ; we m Lift therefore conclude, that im 
the ^fethod by which this Tax was formerly, and ts now 
again propofed to be raifed, there can be nothing to tempt 
the Avarice, or to encourage the Frauds of Knaviih Dealers, 

* I ihall now, Sir, examine fome of thofe particular Ob* 
Jc£lions that have been made to this Tax^ The only one 
ttiat I think has any Appearance of Rcafon in it, Is, That 
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^ttJi refpcfl to the Navigation of Great Britain^ it Is pre* 
tended that ii will be a great Burthen upon the vifloalling of 
our Ships : But unluckily it happens, that the Navigadon of 
Great Britain never iiouciflied more than it did under the 
Payment of this Tax. In a Courfe of Five and Thirty Years 
that this Tax continued, it cannot be faid^ that ever our 
Shipping or our Navigation fiiffered in the leail ; on the con* 
traiy, there is not, I believe, any fuch Term in all our Hif- 
tory, in which the Number of our Seamen, and the Number 
and Tonnage of our Ships encreafed fo much as it did in 
that Time. This is of itfelf a clear Proof that this Tax 
can be no Difcouragement to our Navigation* But in Fadt 
it is plain, that the additional Expejice occafioned by thi» 
Duty is fuch a meer Triile, that it never can be any Bur- 
then ; by Accounts from the Vi^uaJIJng'Oiiice it appears, 
that the Charge for lOjOOo Men in the Service of his Ma- 
jelly's Navy, was at a Mediam but 2,600 1. per Annum ex- 
traordinary Expence, occafioned by^the Duty on Salt, which 
is no more than %}f^ Shillings per Man ; fo that if we reckon 
30,000 Men employed in the Navigation carried on by t\i^ 
Merchants of Great Britain, the Duty on the whole Con- 
fumption of Salt in that Service will not exceed 7^800 L per 
Jfrnum^ and furely no Man will imagine this to be a gHevoua 
and an infupportable Load upon the whole Navigation qf 
Great Britain. But thole that know any Thing of the Mer- 
chant Service can teitify, that Sidt-Provifions are not the 
only Vidtu ailing made ufe of in tlmt Sen' ice. Their Ship* 
are often in ibme Port er another, and then the Sailors live 
molily upon frelh Provifions ; even when they are at Sea^ 
it is well known that the grcalell Part of their Food confifts 
of dried Fifh, frefh Fiih c*itched at Sea^ Flower, Rice, and 
other fuch Provifions. Aboard of Merchant Ships they never 
confume near fo much Salt-Provifions, in proportion to the 
Number of their Hands, as they da aboard any of his Ma- 
jelly's Ships of War. And our Merchant-Ships which trade 
to Ireland or to the Plantations, generally take in their 
Salt-Provifions in one of tbofe two Places j bccaufe of the 
Cheapnefs of Meat in thofe Countries; fo that the Expcnt^ 
brought upon our Navigation by this Tax, cfpecially m the 
Merchant Service, will aclall be reduced to fuch a Trifle, that 
it win become altogether infenfible. And as to the Exporta- 
tion of Salt-Provifions this Duty can ne /er be any Difcou- 
i^gement to fuch a Trade, bccaufe the Exporters are allowed 
a Drawback in Lieu of the Dnty they have paid. 

* If Salt be of fo great a Benefit as has been reprefented 
in the Manuring of Lands, it is certain that foul Salt may 
do as well for that Purpofe as any other Salt wKitcver^ 
find any Quantity of fu4;h Sidtiiiay be had gratia for carryin^g 
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it off from tlie Pits ; no Duty wai ever pakl or charged for 
fuch Salt ; the Per Ton who took it away to manure his Land, 
ha\fiiig an Officer with him, was always inticled to ufe it 
Duty free ; if the Tax be revived it will ftill be the fame, 
and confequently the Duty can never be a Hindrance to the 
Improvement of our Lands, fin ce the only Salt that is proper 
for that Pnrpofc is always to be had Duty-free* And as to 
the Farmers and Graziers of Great Britain^ this Duty can 
never be any great Charge upon them ; whatever Salt the/ 
ufe in making up any Goods for the Market, is paid for at 
the Market by the Buyer, and fo comes at lail to fall where 
all Duties ought to fall, upon the Confumer. In their own 
Families there is but very Iitde Salt con fumed, and therefore 
the Duty cannot fall heavily upon them- If upon Computa- 
tion it be found, tlut the Duty coils but Five Shillings a 
Head at Sea, it cannot cofl above half that Sum at Land^ 
even if we were to fuppofe that there are as much S alt-Pro - 
viiions made Ufe of at Land as at Sea ; becaufe we know thdCE 
there is not half the Quuntity of Salt made ufe of in caring 
Provifjons for the Land, as in curing Provifions for the Sea- 
Service : But we know that for more than half the Year, 
the Country People live entirely upon the Produce of the 
Dairy and tlie Garden, and even for the other Half of the 
Year, they live more upon Cabbage, Roots, and fuch Things, 
than upon Salt Meat, confequently we cannot reckon that this 
Duty will fland the Farmer in above one Shilling a Head 
for chofe Per fons that live in lih Family. It is indeed im- 
poflible that it can coil fo much ; we may modeftly reckon 
that the whole People of England amount to at leall Eight 
Millions of Perfon^ j every one of whom contributes his 
Share to this Duty i if then, Str, the Sum raifed which is 
230,350 1. be diliributed among Eight Millions of Perfons, 
it will not amount to 7 d. a Man ; and if from thence 
we deduS the 19^000!. which the People of Engl and arc 
obliged to pay^ whether this Tax be revived or not, we mull 
conclude that no Perfon in England contribute^) more than 
6 d, thereto, for his own perfonai Confumption. He that 
keeps a great many Perfons in his Family, mail indeed pay 
fc each of them, but whoever does fo muft either have a 
good Ellate or a good Trade, and confequently may very 
well afford ro pay ; and tliis. Sir, is the Excellency of the 
Salt-Tax% that every Man is thereby obliged to contribute to 
the Pubhck Charge, according ro his Condition in Life, For 
I think no Man will fay but that he who h:ii a good Trade, 
or a great deal of Money out at Interell, ought to contribute ^ 
as much to the Defence of Property, as he that has a Land-' 
Ellate that brings in no greater Yearly Revenue. 

* I kope^ Sir, I have now made it appear to the Con-,^ 
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viflion of every Man tliat hears me, that the Salt-Duty is no 
Burthen upon the People of England^ or upon any Part of 
fthein ; that it can be no HindTance to the Improvement of 
oiir Lajid Eftatcs, r.or any Prejudice to our Trade or Navi- 
gation I and it is, I may fay, felf-evidenr, that it is a more 
juft, a more equal, and a better proportioned Tnx^ than 
^ny that is raifed^ or cin be contrivt^d to be raifed upon the 
People of this Natioa The Land-Tax upon the other hand 
is the mofl unequal, the molt grievous, and the moll oppref- 
five Tax that ever was' raifed in. this Country ; it is a Tax 
which never ought to be raifed but in Times of the moll 
extreme Neccillcy. The heft Judges, the true ft Patriots in 
all Countries, have been of Opinion, tjiat of all TaxeSj that 
upon immoveable Goods, that upon Lands and Houfes ought 
to be the laft Refource, In fucn a Cafe there are but few 
of the People that contribute to the Publick Expence, and 
even among thofe few there will always be a great Partiality 
as to the Value that is pur upon Men Efbtes. This we are 
very fenfiblc of in England j there are fome Landed Gentle- 
men that pay a Land- Tax equal to the full Value of their 
EUates, while others do not pay equal to a third Part of the 
real Value ; and generally thofe Gentlemen, who fuiFer moil 
by this Paniajity, are thofe whofe Anceftors were a Sort of 
Knight'Erranrs for the RevolutiL^u. They gloried in that 
happy Event, they thought themfelves, in Honour and 
Juftice, obliged to pay their equal Share for the Support of 
fo glorious a Caufe, in proportion to the reai Value of the 
Efbtes they poffcfled ; and therefore they gave them in at 
the full Value. This was Juilice, this w^s a laudable Zeal fgr 
the Happinefs of the Nation, and for the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of the People ; but their Poller ity fufFerM feverely for ' 
it i and as they always will be the greatell Sufferers by every 
Land-Tax, ought not the Merit and the honell Zeal of their 
Poreftthers to plead flrongly for their Relief, iit leail with all 
thofe who are Friends to our prefent happy Eilablilhment ? 

* Tq pretend. Sir, that the taking off a Shilling in the 
Pound of the Land-Tax, and railing the Salt-Tax in the 
room thereof, will be no Eafe to moHj or to any of the 
Landed Gentlemen in England, appmrs to me to be realy a 
Sort of Paradox. I believe there are few Landed Gentle- 
men in England, whole Eftaj^do not amount to looL 
per Armttm ; I am fure that the Landed Gentlemen of fuch 
EftateSj or of any Land Ellute from lOo I. to looo L per 
Annum^ are the greatell Objefts of Compaflion, and deferve 
moft die Confideration of this Houfe j becaufe thofe, who 
have lefs than looL a Year in Land, are generally either 
Farmers or Grafiers, or have fome other Bufinefs as a Help 
fof the Support of their Families. A Gendcmaii then of 
A a z looL 
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the poor People to be anfwerM ? B7 the Propofition now 
made, a Part, by much the greateft Part of tbem, are to be 
fubjefted to a new Tax, and the remaijiiTig Part are to be 
indeed free of a Part of an o!d TaXj bCit inftead thereof 
they are to pay a new Tax, which will be equally grievous 
to molt cf thera, at the fame Time that it is grievous to 
every other Perfon in the Nation. This^ Sir, is the Relief 
that the People of England are^ by the Propofitian now made, 
1^ to meet with from the Eftablifhment of a profound Tranqui- 
' licy both Abroad and at Home, 

* Every Gentleman in this Houfe mufl remember, how 
this Tax upon Salt came to be taken oiF, Only two Years 
»go his Majefty was pleafed to open the SeiTion with a moft 
gracious Speech, in which he expreffed a compaflionate Con- 
cern for the Hardships of the poor Artificers and Manufac- 
turers ; from whence we muil conclude, that his Majefly"'a 
Opinion then waa^ that that Sort of People laboured under 
the greateft Hardihips, and were the firft who ought to . be 
relieved. The Circumflances of the Nation are not much 
altered fince that Time ; the Landed Gentlemen are not, I 
hope, grown very much poorer, or lefs able to bear Bur- 
'thens I the poor Artificen and Manufa£lurers, are not, I am 
'/are, grown richer ; and therefore I mull think, that his Ma- 
jelly has not altcr'd his Opinion, whatever fome Gentlemen 
'in this Houfe may have done ; It is certain fome of them 
lave, becaufe at chat Time there was not fo much as 
*neMan in this Houfe, that differed in Opinion from his Ma- 
jefty. Every Man agreed that the poor Artificers and Ma- 
il ufafturers were the firlt^ who ought to meet with Relief 
from the happy Situation of our Affairs ; the only Difference 
was as to the Manner of giving them Relief J^nd even that 
did not bear a Queftion ; this Tax upon Sail was then 
thought fo grievous upon the Trade, the Manufadurcs, and 
the Poor of this Nation, that it was given up even by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who has now made the Mo- 
tion for reviving it. I wifli he had given us fome Reafon 
ibr his being now of a different Opinion, from what he was 
of at that Time ; for it muft proceed from fome Fad, or 
from fome Circumftance that lias cither happened fince that 
Time, or is foon to happen. If he forefeea ary extraordi- 
nary Event, I wIQi he had been fo good as to commum'care 
it ] for my own part, I can fee none that can pofTibly induce 
me to change my Opinion i but on the contrary^ 1 forefee 
many for confirming me in the iame Sentiments I was then 
©f J and which I think ought to confirm every Man who con- 
fiders the Confequences of Things, and has a ftrojiger Re- 
gard for the Liberties of liis Country, and the Happinefs of 
Poilerity, than he has for his own immediate Interell* 
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' I sun very ready to believe, that every Man ads from 
tHe jyftell Motive, and from a fincere and hearty Regard for 
the Interelt of his Country, and for the Happmefs of hi 
FelJow-Subjefb ; but ai the true Motives of a Man's adiijj^ 
or fpeakmg caimot be with any Certainty difcovered by ano^ 
ther, therefore/ wc are to regard only what he does or fays* 
A Man may a£t ^honeftly, may argue jnftly from very fckd 
Motives ; and "^ the other Hand we know, chat many wrong 
A£lions and iuoaib Arguments have proceeded from Motives, 
that were in thend^ve^ generous and good. Let us then in 
Charity believe, itiat^ Whoever differs from us is in a Millake, 
and that whoever *igrees with us, afts from the fame good 
Motives we do ourfdves ,- then we fhall examine each 
other's Arguments with Candour i then is Truth moil likely 
to prevail. 

* Let us not confound the Matter in Hand, and believe 
that the Queition now before us, is, whether or no a Belief 
ought to be granted to the Landed Intereft : That is no way 
at prefent the Quellion in Debate. By the Refolutions of 
this Hoofe upon the Supply, there is 500,000 1, to be raifed 
for the Current Service of the Year ; the railing of this Sum 
we have already made necefTary ; our Refolution is not to 
be recalled. We are now in a Committee of Ways and 
Mean?, and the only Quellion before usj is, whether we are 
to raife this Sum of 500,000!. by laying a Shilling upoa 
f *and, or by reviving the Duty upon Salt. Neither of them 
can be a Relief to die Landed Gentlemen ; upon the contra- 
ry both mull be burthenfome to them. But the one or the 
other we have made neceirary^ and therefore the only Que- 
fiion now before us is, by which of thefe Ways we ihali 
raife this 500,000 L 

* This being then the true State of the Qaeftionj we are 
to confider which of thefe Methods will be moil convenient 
for the Nation in general, and that we are to choofe without 
any Refpcd to who is, or who h not to contribute thereto ; 
for we are never to do any Injur)^ to our Country for the 
fake of any private Man, or of any particular Set of Men, 
The Thoughts of raifing a General Exc«fe, J lind, have been 
difc [aimed by every Gentleman, who has Ipokc in this De- 
hate ; I hope this Nation will never be in fuch fiav ifh Cir- 
cumlbjices, as that any Man dare openly avow fuch a De- 
fign ; but I wiih that every Gentleman that has talked upoa 
this Subjed, had explained to us what he meant by a Gene- 
ral Excife ; for if any Gentleman thereby means, that the 
People are to pay Excifes upon tv^ry Thing they ufc cithef 
for Food or Raiment, he will find that thexe is no fuch 
General Excife in the moil arhitmry, the moft flavifh Coun- 
try upon Earth* I believe there ii ng Count rv under th« 
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Sunt where the People pay an Excife for the Water they 
drink, and yet in fome Countries it will be allowed that 
there are fuch Things as GeneraJ Excifes, I therefore take it, 
that the proper Meaning of a General Exdfe relates not to 
the Thmgs upon which it is raifed, but to the Perfons from 
whom ; and every Exctfe is a General Excifcj.if the whole 
Body of the People^ the Pcor, the Needy^ the moil Wretch* 
ed, are obliged to contribute thereto. If this be the Mean- 
ing of a General Excife, the Excife now propofed to be raif- 
ed upon the People of this Nation, is a3f JSeneral as any one 
that can be^ or ever was invented undec.iJie moll abfolute 
Tyranny. And if this be granted, and tamely fubmitted to 
hy the People, it may be an Encouragement to ambitious 
and wicked Miniilers in future Times^ to proceed a Step 
farther, and lay another Excife upon fome other Commo- 
dity ufed by the Generality of the People ; that again wiH 
give Encouragement to a third Attempt^ and fo on, till at 
lail the People of this Country be fubjc£ted, as well as 
fome of our Neighbours, to a General Excife in the mod 
extenfive Senfe ; that is, an Excife . upon every Perfon, and 
tipon almoft cwcry Thing, that can be converted to the Ufc 
of Man* 

* Such a General Excife was never efkbliihM at once m 
any Country, it has every where been introduced by De- 
grees ; and in aH the Countries where fuch an Excife baa 
Been elbblifhed, we may generally obferve^ that the £rit 
Step made towards it Wi s, the introducing this very Excife 
now propofed to be laid upon the People of this Nation- 
When we were involved in a heavy and expenfive War, 
when we were fighting for every Thing that was near and 
dear to us, when our Land Tax was at four Shillings in the 
Pound, when every Thing we could think of was loaded 
with Duties and Culloms, it was then a Sort of NeceiCty upon 
lis CO fubmit to fuch an Excife ; hut if we agree to it now, 
during a Time of profound Peace, and when no Neceflity 
calls for our SubmiiFion, will it not then be a Precedent for 
every Excife that in future Times may or can be invented ? 
And a few more Ex9ifes would, I fear, render our Liberties 
precarious, and entirely dependent upon the Good-Will and 
Pleafure of thofe, who fhall happen to be intrufttd with the 
chief Power of coHedling the P jblick Revenue, The gi^i^g 
a Man half a Crown is indeed no Precedent for my giving 
him my whole Eftate ; but if I repeat my GeneroJlty too 
often, and continue it too long, I may happen to put it in his 
Power to take the Refidue from me, whether I will or no, 
and in fuch Cafe, 1 £im afraid, it would be too late to alledge, 
that the one is no Precedent for the other i for if by my 
Simplicity I reduce myfclf tofuch CircumHan^^t I mult Sub- 
mit 
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mit to whatever he may be pleafcd to a\l\ a good Precedent. ^'^"'' J^ *^*^* "* 
I hope no Project will ever be (ti on Foot, for con verting any 
of our prefent Taxes or Culloms into Excifcs ; but if ever 
fuch a Projefi be fet on Foot, J fliull tiicn^ I believe, be able 
to ihew, that no Dutch Cufloin can in thnt Refpcfl be a 
good Rule for ua. 7"he Nature of chdr Govemnient, the 
Situation and Condition of their Country^ and the Nature 
of the Commerce carryM on by them, js.fo valUy different 
from ourSj that what may be fafc and eafy in one Country, 
may be grievous to the People, ^nd incoiifUlent with the 
Liberties of ihe other. 

' lam very fkr from thinking, that four or five hundred 
Officers at the Difpofal of the Crown, can at any Time be 
of dangerous Confequence to the Freedom of E led ions, or to 
the Liberties of the People i but 1 can no c be perfuadcd, ciiac 
r think meanly of my Country, when J declare thax I 
am jeaioua of fuch a Number aa feven or eight himdredj 
added to a vafl Multitude of Tax- Gatherers we had before 
among us* When the Balance of Power comes near to its 
juft Equilibrium, a fmall Weight throfV^'n into either Scale 
ovcrfets the Ballance, and the Equilibntmi can never be re- 
eftablifhed without a great de:jl of Danger and Trouble*. It 
is certain, that a Multitude of Officers at the Beck of an Ad- 
min ill rati on, and fpread over all the Counties^ Cides, and 
Boroughs of the Kingdom, may have a vail Influence at all 
Elections j and if ever they Ihould happen to receive Order* 
for that Purpofe, we may judge what Ufe they will make of 
the Influence they may have : I believe it will be generally 
agreed^ tliat if ever we Hiould have an Adminiilration wicked 
enough to make Ufe of fuch an Influence, it will not be con- 
verted towards the Prefervation of the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple. The Chara£ler of thofe gresit Patriots, who firfl con- 
trived this Duty, was no Argument for the Continuance of 
itj much lefsis it an Argument for the Reviving It They 
did not out of Wantonnefe contrive fuch a Duty i they were 
conftrain'd by a fatal Necellky, to lay it upon the Nation at 
that Time. They made no bad Ufe of ii^ but we are not 
from thence to iufer, that no b.id Ufe will ever be made of 
it : From otir cwvn Hhlory we may be infcrmM, that a very 
bad Ufe has been made of fe vend Things, which for many 
Years after the lirft Inllitution had never been converted to 
any unlawful Purpofes, Wherever tliercis any fuch Dangtx 
to be fear'd, we ought noE willingly, we ought not prefump- 
tuoufly to expofe ourfelvcs thereunto. Such Evils may be 
cafrly avoided, hut are not eafiiy removed. One of the chief 
Reafons urged for the abolifliing of this Duty, was, the 
Number of Officers employed m the ccilledling thereof, fuch % 
Number of Officers was then faid to be inconfiftent with the 
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Aftius 5. Ceo. IT. Liberties of a free People, This Arguirient was then made 
''*''*' ufe of, and was then admitted to be a good Argument; 
how it comes now to Jbe ftich a tri fling otic, I cannot ap- 
prehend. But if it is not now admitted as a ruiRcient Ar- 
gument againil the reviving of this Duty for three Yeai^, 
I much mpc£t, that at the End of this Term of three 
Years J neither tJiis Argimient, nor any other, will have 
Weight enough to prevent ihc continuing of it for a much 
longer Term. 

* I mult fay, Sir, that I am aftoniflfd to hear any Maa 
who has ever read the Articles of Unions or is in the Icaft ac* 
quamted with the Tranfaftiona of thofe Times^ pretend that 
idle People of Scotland arc any way in titled to an Exemption 
from the Salt-Durjr, or from any Pnrt of it, when it is to be 
laid on for the current Service of the Year. It is very well 
known J that it was laid dovvn by the Commiflioners of both 
Kingdoms, as the Bafis and Foundation of the Union, * That 
' there ftiall be an Equality of Excifes, Cuiloms, and all other 
* Taxes throughout the ijni ted Kingdoms/ There was at that 
Time no Thought of eftablifhing any Proportion to be raifed 
In Scotland, with Refpe6: to any Tax or Excife then raifed, 
or thereafter to be raifed in England, except only as to the 
Land-Tax. There was before the Union a Land-Tax raif- 
ed in Scotland as well as in Englfind ; but in the two King- 
doms it was raifed in a diiferent Manner. In Scotland it was 
laid on, and levy'd by way of fo many Months AffeiTments : 
In England it was laid on and levy 'd byway of fo many 
Shillings in the Pound ; and therefore it became neceflary to 
confldcr the Proportion between a Month*s AiTefTment in 
Scotland, and a Shilling in the Pound in England ; and ihe 
Proportion was eilabliih'd at the Rate of two JVlonths AiTeff- 
ment in Scotland, for every Shilling in the Pound, that was 
thereafter to be raifed in England. Thus the Settling a Pro- 
portion as to this Tax was neceilary ; butaa to the other 
Tastes, efpccially the Tax upon Salt, there was no fuch Nc- 
cefiity, and therefore it was never fo much as thought of, 
^ But, Sir, many of the Taxes then levied in England, being 
mortgaged for the Payment of Debts contraded by England, 
before the Union j it was therefore agreed, that the Scots 
ftiould either be free from the Payment of fuch Taxes, or 
fliould have nn Equivalent for that Part of the Debts of Eng- 
land, which they were to pay, by their being made fubjed 
to any Taxes fo pre-engaged : And this Tax of 2 s. 4 d. on 
home-made Salt, was one of thofe Taxes that was mortgaged 
for the Payment of a Part of the Debts of England, there- 
fore the Scots were to be free from it, or to have an Equi- 
valent for it : And the Scots Commiirioners at that Time 
pio^rcafonably judged this Tax 10 be fo grievous upon the 
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Ftople, that they chofe rather that their G)iifttry fliould be 
free from it, than to take an Equivalent and be liable to it* 
Even by the Commiflioners for both Kingdoms, this Tax 
was then thought t& be fucli a grievous Tax, that ii was pre- 
fumed the Parliament of Great Britain woiald cenainly take 
it off, and fubilittite fome more reafonable Tax in its Room i 
in which Cafe, Scotland was to be fubjeft to fuch Tajc fo ti 
bt fubllitured ; but it was flipulated and agreed, that in fuch 
Cafe, they fhouJd have an Equivalent proportion 'd to this 
new Tax, to which they were to become fubjedt j from all 
which it evidently appears, tKat the only Reafon for their 
having been declared free from the Payment of this z s. 4 d* 
upon ijalt waa, becaufe it had been mongaged for the Pay- 
ment of a Debt contraded in England before the Union, and 
not comprehended in the Account of thofe Debts which Scot^ 
land irvas to py a Fart of, fo that they received no Equiva- 
lent for it : Btit tho* this Duty had never been abolifhed^ 
yet in cafe the Debt for which it was mortgaged h^d been 
paid by us, or otherwife provided for by a new Tax, and 
this Tax of 2 3. 4 d, upon Salt continued, and converted 
cither to the current Service of the Year, or to the Payment 
of a Debt contrafted fince the Union, Scotland could not 
furcly pretend to an Exemption, either from the new Tax^ 
or from the Payment of this 2 s. 4 d. upon Salt* after its 
being fo converted ; the moit that they could in fuch Cafe 
have pretended to, would have been an Equivalent for the 
new Tax they had thereby become fubjed to» 

' Tis true. Sir, that Ad of the 9th and loth of King 
Wmiam, by which this Duty of z s. 4 d. upon Salt wa* 
cflabliftied, has that terrible Word Far t^er in the Body of 
it. It is indeed a terrible Word, when it is annexed to fuch 
1 grievous Tax, It is a Word th:it 1 am forry my Country- 
has fo much reafon to be acquainted with : But that dread- 
ful Word, even by the* Ad itfelf, is confined ; it is confined 
to the Payment of that Debt, for which this Tax was then 
appointed ; and fmce that J^tebt h now other tt'ife provided 
for, it 15, with refped to this Duty, to be looked on as paid, 
and the conditional Perpetuity in that Ad, meant by the 
Word F^r euer^ is now at an End. It is impoifible there fone 
to prefume, that if the Scots Commifiioners had ever meant, 
that their Country fho uld have an ablblute Perpetuity, with 
refped to the Exemption' 'from this Salt-Duty, they would 
Jmve referred to this Ad, by which a conditional Perpetuity 
wai only eilablifhed. But the Tranfadion was honeit and 
fair, and the Words aje plain to every Man, that has a mind 
to comprehend them : The Scots CommilTioners had a mind 
that their Country ihouJd be free from the Payment of any 
f!ajt of tha: Debt for which this Duty was appointed j and 
B b a therefort 
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proprbced to the Payment ot that Debt, iheir Country Uioi 
be tor ever free froiu it : Bat It was never fo much as in- 
tended by either Part)^^ that their Country ftiould be frca 
thei^fvom, in caie it iSoiild, after the Payment of tlm old 
Debt of England, be converted to the Ufe and IkBefit of the 
two Uuited Kingdoms tki general. 

' Jc being Thus evident, Sir, th&t the People of Scotland 
have now no I'itJc, by the Arddes of Union, to an Exemption 
from the Payment of this 2 s, aj^d 4 d. upon Salt, the only 
Quetliou then ia, whctSier we ought out of CompaiTion to 
indulge them with fuch rtn Exemptionj becanfe the poor 
People of thiit Country are not nble to pay it : I really think» 
Sir, we ought to have lb much Compa£ion for the People 
of thiit Country ; but then 1 hope it will be allowed me, 
that we ought to h^ve an equal Compallion for the poor 
People of England : Joumcymen and Day- Labourers, wha 
have no Stockj no Property, ate equally poor in ail Countries j 
they have nothing but whra they work for from D^y to Day ; 
md if it be faid, tiiat the poor People in England are aWc 
tp pay this Duty, becaufe they have high Wages, it is an 
unanfwcrable Argument ag^iinfl the Tax in generah It » 
ilow an univerfal Complaint m this Country, that the high 
Wages given to Workmen is the chief Cau^e of the Decay 
of our Trade and Manufaftures ; our Bufmefs then is, to 
take all the Meaihves we can think of, to enable our Work- 
men to work for Icfs Wages than they do at prefent ; and 
therefore it mull be contrary to good Policy » to lay on a 
Tax, which it h grantizd would be tnfupportable to the Poor; 
if it were not ibr the Jiigh Wrges they havei for the laying 
Ctt of fuch a Tax mull m^ke the Continuance of fuch high 
Wages abfoiutely ncceflaryj and the Continuance of them 
will certainly bring the Nation to Poverty and Diibefs. 

* I muft fay. Sir, that the Reafonihg of fomc Gentlemen 
upon the Subjed in hand appears to me a little inconfiilent : 
This Salt-Duty, % they, with refped to England, is a Tai 
altogether infcnfible ; with refpeft to Scotland, it is a Tax 
that h altogether infupportabie : In Engknd, the Tax is 
raifed upon fuch a great Multitude of People, and at fo many 
difRrrent Payments, diat no Man can feei what he pays : In 
Scotland, though it be raifed upon the fame Multitude of 
People, and at the lame different Pajpsments, yet if the who!^ 
were laid upon the Peopb of that Cbuntry, every poor Mail 
would not only feel wh.it he paid, but would be utterly inca- 
pable to comply with the Payments requir^ : In EnglatK^ 
it can raife no Grumbhng5, no Murmurings, nor any Com* 
plaint among the People ' In Scotland, it would raife fuch 
terrible Dii'contentSj as might dillurb the Peace and Qmet of 
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^& Kingdom and endanger the Conflicution, How inooufi- Anna y. cm, n, 
&tm Is thts Way of Arguing I What an Infult is this upon ^n^-i^* 
the People, who cjuletly fuhmlt to the Loads that are laid 
upon them f 

' The Diltinftion that has been made between the Groia 
Charge und the Grofa Prodirce of this Duty, feems to be 
fomethtng new, There is certninly as much Reafon for this 
Dillitidlion almoft In ever.y Branch of the Cufloms or Excife, 
as there is for it in the present Cafe j and yet I never heard 
it made ufe of by any of the Officers of the Revenue. But 
fuppofing this Diltinflion to be reafonable, yet if we examine 
the Particulars cf the Account that has been given us, we 
ihall find th\l fevend Articles have been put to the Grois 
Charge, which really oiTght to be put to the Grofs Produce, 
becaufe they are aCludiy raifed upon the People^ though 
they come uot to the Ufe of the PablicW, but to the Ufe of 
the Merchants and Dealers in Salt. I am furprized to hear 
it pretended, that the Allowance for prompt Payment ought 
not to be reckoned as a Part of the Grofs Produce, or that 
the Sum allowed for that Difcount is not raifed qpon the 
People, Does ai^y Man fitppofe that the wealthy Dealer 
pays his ready Money for the Benefit of his Cuilomers, or 
that the Confumer pays the Icfs for his Salt, becaufe the 
Merchant from whom he purchafcs paid the Duties in ready 
Money ? Does not every Man know, that thefe prompt Pay* 
mcnts are made by the rich Dealers, only for their own Ac- 
count ; and that notwithftanding their being allowed * 
Difcount of to pfr Cmt, yet they fell as dear as if they had 
paid the full Duties? The Article then of 20,000 L for 
prompt Payment, is not to l>e dedufled, but is to be looketl 
on as a Part of the Grols Produce. 

* The 1 r,ooo I allowed for Wale on Salt carried Coaft- 
wife is Likewife an Advantiige only to the Dealer : It is no 
Advantage to the People, for every Farthing of that Sum m 
raifed upon and paid by them. The Allowance arofe from a 
Prefumption that there was a Wafte on Salt carried Coaft- 
wife ; and therefore 'i'hree Pence p^r Bufhel on all white Salt, 
and Three HsJ^ence per Buihel on all Rock-Salt catricc! 
CoaftHife^ was allowed to the Dealer in Salt. But it is cer- 
tain^ that in fuch Cafe there can be no Wafte, there is aJway* 
lather an Incrcafe, becaufe of its being very dry when put 
on Board, and afterwards made to fwcll and become more 
weighty by the Moifture of the Air, to which it is expofed 
in the Removing of it from Place to Place : Since there can 
be no Walk, we muH prefume, that the Whole is bought and 
confumed hy the People ; and we know that they alwayi 
paid for it ^e fame Price as if the full Duty bad been paid 
ly the Dealer* Ttiis Allowaact diid ml cvm fo much a« 
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induce the Dealer to fell cheaper, for the Confmner alwayl 
paid for the Carriage, as well aa for the Duty and £rft Coft^ 
and the loi^ger the Carj iage was, the Confumer always paid 
the higher Price. This 1 1 ,000 h is therefore to be confi* 
dercd, as a Part of the Grofs Produce* 

' The Allowance for Rock-Sak melted ^ is of the fame Na 
ture, This arofe from a Suppofitioiij that in the Melting ( 
Rock- Salt, and refniiiig it into white Saltj there was a great] 
Wall:e, and therefore ten Pound Weight in Sixty -iive waj^ 
allowed Duty free, But I have been Informedj and the Fa£t 
appears reafonablej that Rock-Salt dilTolved in frefli Waterj 
will produce its own Weight in white Salt, and when dif» ' 
folved in Sea-Water it will prod ace one fourth Part more# 
if we only fuppofe that there is no Wafte, we mull prefume 
that the whole is bought and confumed by the People ; and 
we know that they always paid as much for white Salt made 
out of Rock-Salt, as they did for any other Sort of white 
Salt; therefore wc muit conclude, that though this Al* 
lowance of ten Pound Weight out of Sixty-five^ be a Dc- 
dudlion from the Revenue, yet the Duty upon every Graia 
of it is raifed upon the People 1 and cojifequently this Article 
which is 36,000 L^^r Jfjfium^ mall likewife be added to the 
Grofs Produce, Thefe three Sums therefore of 10,000 I, 
11,000 L and 56,000 1. being added to the Grofs Produce; 
as ftated by the Gentleman who was pleafed to enter parti- 
cularly Into this Account, will make it aauoant to 297,350 L 
which is the loweH Computation we can make of the Sum» 
that is to be yearly raifed upon the People of England only, 
by the Revival of this Tax* 

* But, Sir, if we confider the many Frauds, diat have al- 
ways been committed as to Salt pretended to have been ex- 
ported, and as to Salt pretended to have been ufed in the 
curing ofFilh^ wc mull prefume^ that a gmat deal more 
Salt is every Year ufed by the People, than what pays Duty 
'to the PubQck i and as the Confumer always pays the full 
Price, as if the Duty had been regularly paid upon the whole^ 
though thefe Frauds occaiion a Dedufiion from the Revenue^ 
yet the Duty upon the whole is paid by the People ; and 
therefore we mull prefume, that a mueh larger Sum than 
what I have mentioned muft be yearly raifed upon the Peo- 
ple. This Prefumption is brought almoll to a Demonftration, 
by the Number of the People in this Nation, eves as com.- 
puted by thofe who have fpoke in Favour of this Duty : Ac- 
cording to their own Account, the Number of tlie InhabitaTits 
in England, amounts to 8,000,000; if then we fuppofe that. 
every otie of tliem ufes, one with another, but a Peck of Salt { 
in a Year, wc muft reckon that a Shilling at leaft is raifed 
upon every Ferfon by the meani of thi$ Duty^ bccaufe the ' 
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trying 00 of ihk Duty makes the Salt at leall a Shilling a 
Peck dearer, than ic would otherwifc be i and therefore we 
muft compete chat by che reviving of this Dmy^ there will 
be at Icaft 8,ooo,CK>o of Shillings, or 400,000 J. raifed Yearly 
upon the People of England only ; and this Sun:i I really 
cake to be the lowcft Computation that can juftly be made. 

* Let us now. Sir, confider what we ^re about : We are 
to Taife 500,000 1. for ihe current Service of ihe Year ; this 
we certainly ought to raife in that Method, which will be 
!eafl burthenfome to the Nation in general ; and if we chufc 
to raife this Sum by reviving the Salt- Duty for three Years, 
we make the People realy pay 1 ,200,000 L out of which 
there is but 500,000 L brought clear into the PuUick Re- 
venue. If this be PubHck O Economy i If this be com- 
mon Prudence ; If this be a Reiief or an Eafe to the Peo- 
ple of England, I leave the World to judge, J think that 
I uin now averr, that when I argue againll the Salt Duty, I 
plead the Caufe of my Country ; I plead the Caufe of the 
whole Body of the People of England : I do not indeed 
plead for a Relief to them, I find there is no Relief to be 
given I but I plead againft laying a new^ a heavy ^ an intoler- 
able Burthen upon them. We have by our former Refolii- 
tions made the raifing of 500,000 1. necefikry, but do not let 
ws charge the People with the Payment of iiZoo^ooo I. in 
order to raife this 500,000 h 

* From what I have faid. Sir, h plainly appears how much, 
more expenfive it will be to the Nation, to raife 500,000 h 
by reviving the Salt- Duty, than to raife it by a Shilling in 
the Pound Land-Tax ; and yet it has been pretended, that 
there will be but a fmall Difference as to the Expence : This 
realy furprlxes me^ for Figures can neither be miJlakcn or 
mifconilrued. In order to bring this Difference as low ^ 
poiSble, it has been pretended that the railing of the Salt* 
IJuty will coft but a 2,000 h per Jnnum i but I always reckon- 
ed^ tliat it coft full 25,000 1. and I muft iHIl reckon fo, till I 
fee it contradi^led hy the CommiBJoners Accounts ; for 
the niifmg or paying the \ 9,000 L annually for Bounties 
was never any additional Expence to the Publick. It ha^ 
like wife been pretended, that the rajfing of a Shilling in the 
Pound Land-Tax, coftji near 18,000 J. ptr Janum^ by reafon 
of the Office k«pt in Commiflion for that Purpofe 3 but thefe 
Gentlemen forget, that this OfHce is kept up, and cofts as 
jnudi, when there is but one Shilling in the Pound, as when 
there is 4 s. in the Pound Land-Tax, and therefore I ftiU 
infill upon it, that the raifmg of 500,000 1, by 1 s, in the 

I Pound additional Land-Tax, will realy coft the Nation but 
13,500!. /^r Annum^ extraordinary Expence, and confe- 
quemly the DifFereacc as to this Article in England only^ it 
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at kaft 11,500 1. per Jnnmm. But muft not we add to tJiis,. 
the 2600 h extraordinary Charge in the Viftiialling Office^ 
occafioned by this Dut)^ ? fince thU is certainly a Charge 
brought upon the Nation by reviving this Duty, which wc 
ihould not be liable to, if we fhould raife what Money %ve 
want, by a Land*Tax. Muft not we likewise add the 
20,000 K p^ Annum allowed for prompt Payment I for as 
this IS no Benefit to the Confumer, i\ h a real Expcnce to 
the People^ as much as the 2^,000 L is, which is paid for 
Management* Thefe three Snms added together make the 
jeal Difference of the Yearly E>fpence, between the Salt- 
Tax and a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax^ amount Yearly 
to 34,100 I. This, I fay. Sir, is the Yearly Ditterence ; but 
I hope no Man that confiders it will pretend, that this, or 
even three Times this Sam^ is the whole Difterence of the 
Bxpence the Nation is to be at, in raifing 500,000 1* hy a 
Salt-Duty in three Year^, inikad of raifing 500,000 L by a 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax in one Year ; for the Dif- 
ference will then be a great deal more than three Times thi^ 
Sum. We muft then reckon the whole Expcnce of the Salt- 
I>uty for three Years, and from that dedua the Expence of 
jaifiing is. in the Pound Land -Tax for otie Year only 1 
The Salt-Tax win then coft us three Times 75,000!, or 
75,000 1, for Management ; three Times 2600 L or 7S00L 
for extraordinary Expence in the Navy 5 and three Times 
20,000 1. or 60,000 1. for prompt Payment ; which three 
Sums added together amount to 1425800!. And from this 
we are only to dedu^ 1 3, 500 1. viz, one Year's Expence of 
jaiiing a Shilling in the Pound upon Land, the remaining 
Sum will then be 129,300!. This is the real Difference of 
the Expence which the Nation i& to pay for the raifing of 
this 500,000!. in three Years by a Salt-Duty, inftead of 
^aiiing it in one Year by a Land-Tax. This is near Six and 
Twenty fir Cent, and if we add the additional Expence in 
Scotland, and the Intereii: which the Publick mult pay upon 
borrowing this 500^000 L for the Current Service of the Year» 
it will, I am fure, amount to above 30 per Ceni. which^ I 
muft fay, is a pretty con fide table Premium for three Years 
Forbearance of Payment, even if t lie Nation were not to pay 
a Shilling of the Money till the full End of the Term. How 
coniirtent it may be with the publick Good of this Nation, 
to pay fo high a Premium for Forbearance, I fhall not deter^ 
minci but 1 am fure it will be Jnconfiftent with the private 
Good of any ho«ieft Man in the Kingdom to pay fuch a Pre- 
inium. This, Sir, is the moll favourable Light that the Af- 
fair before us can with any tolerable Reafon be put in, even 
hy thoie who appear moft fanguine for the Revival of this 
Buty I but if w?<?onfidcr it in the L^ght I have befoxc put 
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k in, and fuppofe that 400,000 L h to be raifed Ye^ly upon 
the People, by the mearis of this Dut)', it will then appear 
much more odious ; for upon that Suppofition, whidi, I am 
afraid, will prove too true, the Nation is to pay 700,000 L 
for three Years Forbearance of the Payment of Five^ which 
is a Premiom of very near 150 ^cr Cent, for Forbearance, 

* 7'o pretetid. Sir, that this Duty cannot give Occalion Eo 
any greal Frauds or Perjuries, becaufe there is Httle or no 
Money advanced by the Subjetl, and repaid by the Govcm- 
inent upon any Event, is to me a little odd. It is not the 
Kepayment of Money by the Government that b the Caufc 
of Frauds and Perjuries ; it is the great Advantage that a pri- 
vate Dealer may make, and the little Risk he runs by fuch 
Frauds and Perjuries, that tempts him to the committing of 
fuch. He does not confide f from whom, but how much 
Money he may make by fuch a Fraud ; and therefore in all 
Manner of Tajces, where the Tax or Duty amounts to much 
more than the Prime Coll, there have always been, and al- 
ways will be great Frauds ; if the Dealer can by any Fraud 
avoid paying the Duty, he makes his Advantage by felling 
^e a high Price, Confidering then that this Duty to be laid 
upon Salt is no lefs than ten Times the Price it may be 
bought for at the Pit?, what a fruitful Fund do we eltablifh 
for Frauds and Perjuries ? It may not perhaps be eafy to 
fmuggle Sale away from the Pits without paying the Duty ; 
but how. eafy will it be for the Dealer, after he has given 
Bond to pay the Duty, and taken the Salt away from the 
Pits, to put it aboard of a Ship, and re-land it again at fome 
Bye Creek or Corner^ or by fome other Way to get a Cer- 
cijicate of its having been exported ; by this Fraud he gets 
up the Bond which he gave for the Duty, and chough hegaioi 
no Money back from the Government, yet when he fells to 
the Confumer Salt for Four or Five Shillings a Bulhel, which 
coll him but a Groat a Buihel, does he not make a ddicious^ 
a tempting Profit ? And the more tempting it mull be, becaufe 
of the little Risk he runs ; for he rtiks only the Lofs of a 
Groat, for the Venture of making Four Shillings clear Profit, 
If he can but cheat the PuWick, he drives the Trade, I may 
fay, of un Apothecary, and makes a Shilling of every Penny 
iie lays out, Ag^in, as to the Salt delivered Duty-free for 
the Fifhery, there is ftill a greater Temptation, fince it de- 
pends entirely upon the Honeily of the Curers themfelves j 
none but themfelves can tell what Quantities they have made 
life of: If they can but fell their Salt privately to Deakrsor 
Confuraers, they may get free of the Duty by fwearing that 
the whoJc was employed in curing of Fiih i sijd conJidering 
what little Regard is had to what is now, by way of Proverb* 
called a Cuftom-Houft Oath, I am afraid this Sort of Perjury 
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will be by much too fi-equent : Nor u the haCs fuAamcd hf 
the Revenue the only Diliidvantage i thefe Baits and Tempta- 
ons that arc thrown in the People's Way for peijuring them" 
felvc3, may really at laft dcflroy all fort of Molality and com- 
mon Honcfty among them ; ajid may To much diminifli that 
Regard which every Man ought to have for an Oath, that 
no Man's life or Property can be fecurej againft the Plot* 
and Perjuries of his Neighbours. 

* As to our Manufadurers and poor Labourers, this Tax 
certainly will be a Charge upon every one of them in general* 
It will be a Shilling at leail to every fmgle Man or Womati 
that is iit for Labour ; and if we fuppofe a poor Man to have 
a Wife and three fmall Children, we can hardly fuppofe him 
to make ufe of lefs than a Bufhel of Salt a Year for his 
Family ; to fuch a Man this Tax will amount to at leaft 
4 s. 6 d pfr Annum ^ Such a Thing as a Shilling, or a 
Crown, may be looked upon a$ a TriRe by a Gentleman of a 
large E^te and eafy Circum^lances, but a poor Man feels 
fomc times feverely die want of a Shilling ; many a poor 
Man has for want of a Shilling, been obliged to j^wti 
the only whole Coat he had to his Back, and has never 
been able to redeem it again. Even a Farthing to a poor 
Man is a confiderable Sum ; what Shifts do the Frugal 
among them make, to fave even a Farthing ! Let us but 
imagine ou Helves in the Condition of a poor Labourer, with 
a Wife and three Children, almoft the whole of the Wife"** j 
Time taken up in lookirtg after the Children j and the Huf- 
band working for a Shilling a Day, and we fliall eaftly fee 
bow hard it is to make fuch a poor Man pay a Tax of 
Four or Five Shillings a Year, for the Salt he muiLmakc ufc 
of for the fcanty Support of himfelf and Family. 

* This Tax mufl therefore be a Charge upon all our 
Manufactures in general, I ihall fuppofe it as fmall as any Gen- 
tleman pleafes, yet it muft be fomc ; for if it be a Charge 
upon the Manufafturera, tiiey muft lay it upon the Manu- 
fadures they deal in ; and if we confider how narrowly the 
Merchant, efpecially the Foreign Merchant, goes to work in 
the Bargains he makes, we muft fee what a Difadvantagp 
this Tax may be to our Export of Mimufaftures. If any 
of our Neighbours can fell hut one tenth Part of a Faithing 
in a Yard cheaper than wec^n do^ they will at lait turn us 
entirely out of the Buiinefs. This holds as to all our Manu- 
fadurcs in general, but as to fome particular Mannfaftures, 
fuch as GkG, Leather, Earthen-Ware, kz. it is llill morej 
grievous, bj^aufe Salt is one of the Materials made ufe of 
their very Compofiuonj and therefore I hope if this Duty 
be revbredj there will be ^ Exception as to them. 
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* I find it Is grants by all, that the making nfc of Salt Amur j. Ota. u. 
Is an Improvement to Land i but it is fajd, that this Tax 
cannot injure fuch Improvements^ becaufe every Man may 
have as much foul Salt Duty-free at the Pits as he plcafes, 
provided he has an Officer aloog with him. But docs not 
every Man fee* that this can only be of Advantage to thofc, 
whole Lands lie near the Salt-Pits ? even as to them, this 
Duty wiU be an additional Chai^, for they cannot get an 
Officer to attend for nothing ; we all know that when a Man 
is once got into an Office, he has many Ways of fqueezing 
a Ferquifite from thofe who are obliged to apply to him, and 
liim only. And as to all Lands that lie at a Diibmce from Salt* 
Pits, itmuft be allowed, that the reviving of this Tax will 
be a full Bar to any future Improvements of them by Salt» 
which i» an Improvement that has been fuccefsfblly made 
ufe of, through aU Parts of England, ever iince the Duty 
was uken olF. 

' It has, r think, in this Debate been admitted by all, that 
the Duty upon the Salt made ufe of in curing the SaU-Pro- 
vifions nccefTary for a Ship of 1 50 Tons^ for a Six Month's 
Voyage, will amount to Forty Shillings ; and yet it has 
been alTerted by fome, that the reviving of this Duty will be 
no Burthen upon the Navigation of Great Britain. Thofe 
who rcafon in this Manner, do not furely confider the Fru- 
gality and Sparingncfa that muft be obferved in Trade, t 
am fure there is not a Merchant in Europe, that has Occafioti 
to freight a Ship, but will think Forty Shillings a very great 
Difference in the Freight between two Ships of 150 Tons 
each, if they be of equal Goodnefs in every other Refpe^ ; 
and he will always employ that Ship which he can have Forty 
Shillings cheaper than the other. This muft put a full Stop 
to the employing of any Englifh Ship, or to the Vi^ualling 
of any Ship in Engbnd, where another Ship can be made ufe 
of,orM^hen aShip can be vi^ualled in any other Part of the 
World I and therefore it muft be not only a Burthen upon 
our Navigation, but we muft confider, that it would foon 
be the entire Deflrudion of our Navigation, and confequendy 
of our Navy, if it were not for the Navigation- Ad, and fome 
tiatuml Advantages which we have over the reft of the 
World. I do not know how fome Gentlemen may get, or 
how they may fpend their ElUtes ; but in an Affeur which 
chiefly regards the Trade, and the Tradefmen of this Nati- 
on, I am furprized to hear Shillings and Crowns, ray cvea 
Pounds Sterling, talked of in fo light and trivial a Manner: 
The poor Tradefman may be properly faid to earn his 
Living by the Sweat of his Brow i and if he does not con- 
fider every Farthing that he is to lay out, he will foon come 
not tQ have a Fa^thmg to pay for a Bit of Bread : To fuch a 
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Man, even the Half- Farthing, which is now (o contempts* 
oafly talked of^ would be of mighty Confequencc- 

* I Come now. Sir, to confi3er this Tax with rdpeA to 
ftthat honeil, mduilriaus and frugal Sett of People, the Farm- 
lers of England. I hope there are but few of them as yet 
Lcbliged to live in the Manner as hath been reprefen ted, I 
rliope no Farmer in England is as yet obliged to make his 
tj^amily dine upon Bread and Cheefe, or upon boiled Cabbage, 
liiwithoLti a Bit of pickled Pork, Salt-Beefi or Bacon, to giv« 
them a Savour, I do not know indeed what they may be 
brought to, if we begin to multiply Excifes upon them ; but 
) I mull now confider them in their prefent Way of Living ; 
|iln that Way I muil look upon them and their Servants, as 
riaking ufeof fome Salt-Provifions almoil every Day in the 
IrWeck, for the whole Year round : In fuch a View, I am 
[^fure, a Family of Sixteen working Perfons will con fume in 
I Salt a deal more than a Shilling's worth a Head, according 
I 'as it muft fell after this Duty is laid on i I believe they will con- 
r fume above two Shillings worth a piece ; and it has been com- 
"iputed by Men who undcrltood thoroughly the OEconomy of 
their Family, that a Family often PeHbns would for all Ufca 
. generally colt the Mailer at leall Six- pence a Week for Salt^ 
.according to the Price it fold at formerly, when this Duty 
-was fubJiiling, At this Rate there is fcarcely a Farmer m 
[lEnglandp but mull pay above twenty Shillings a Year towards 
I <this TaXj and if he pays a rackM Rent, I do not know where 
^he is to get this twenty Shillings, unlefs he runs in Arrear to 
lihis Landlord, in order to anfwer what he muft pay the 
. Tax-f xatherer : In (ai:h a Cafe, I believe, our Landed-Gen- 
, tlemen will not get much by the Relief that is now pretended 
• to he given them. But befides this additional Family- Ex- 
pence upon the Farmers, we know that they make nle of a 
►-great deal of Salt lor feverd Ufes in Husbandry ; The Ad- 
Vantages made thereby they muft now give up, or otherwifc 
,they mull pay dear for the prefervingof them, 

I hope. Sir, I am as fenfibly touched as any Man with 
•the Difficulties, that many of the Landed -Gentlemen in 
England labour under i and I fliall always be as ready as any 
*Man to approve of any Meafures for giving them a red 
Relief; But I /hall never pretend to amufe them, or to 
impofe upon tlieir good Senle, by calling that a Relief^ 
which is only taking a Burthen off one of their Shoulden, 
and putting it upon the other ; and that this is the only 
Relief now propofed for them, I can, I think, demon- 
ilratc as clearly, as ever any Thing was demonftrated by 
Numbers. I believe no Man will pretend that any Gen- 
tleman of a {ree Eftafe of 500 L a Year iti Land, or up- 
wards, is in die prgfcut Cafe an Object of Compailioii^ 
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«r that the Relieving of fach Men from tlie Payment of a Aft(W5. 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, can have any Weight in "^^ 
the prefent Debate ; and as for thofc Gentlemen who have 
large Eftates in Land, but heavily charged with Mortgages, 
if they will, ft;jr the Sake of Grandeur and the Name of 
a great Eilate, continue to pay the Land-Tax and the In* 
terelt apon the Mortgages, it is certainly their own Fault, 
and therefore they do not deferve the Confideration of thia 
Houfe. The Landed-Gentlemen then, whofe EiUtcf? are un- 
der 500 1, a Year, are the only Perfons whofe Condition 
and Circumftancea can In the prefent Cafe be of any Confe^ 
quence ; and as to fucb, let us examine whether what is 
now propofed will prove to be of any Relief to them. It 
is well known, that there are many Landed-Gentlemen in 
England, whofe Eftates arc valued fo low, that they do not 
pay above a Groat of the Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax ; 
it is certain, that there are few or no Landed-Gentlemen who 
pay the whole Shilling ; there is not, I believe, one Eftatc 
in England that is rated at the full Value, with refped to 
the Land-Tax ; it may therefore be reafonable to fuppofe* 
that all the Land-Eftatcs in England are, one with another^ 
rated for the Land- Tax at one HaJf of the real Value. It 
has been admitted, that a Farmer of 100 1. a Year, has ge- 
nerally fixtcen Perfons in Family ; I think we may then rea- 
fonably fuppofe, that the Landed- Gentlemen in England of 
400 L a Year, k«p one with another twenty Perfons in Fa- 
mily j and upon thefe Suppoiidons let tis fee what Relief 
the Gentleman of 400 L a Year is toteceive from the fine 
Scheme now bef>re us* Such a Man's Eftate is fuppofed to 
be falued at 100 I. a Year as to the Land*Tax, confequcntly 
at I s, in the Pound he faves only 10 I. in the whole, by 
Diking off this Shilling. Now let us conlider what he muft 
pay to the Duty on Salt confumed in his Family : A com- 
mon Farmer with ten Pcdbns in his Family, is fuppofed tg 
pay 6 d. a Week for the Salt confumed in his Family, and 
therefore a common Farmer with twenty Perfons in his Fa- 
mily > muft be fuppofed to pay 1 s, a Week, one with ano- 
ther, for the Sak confumed in his Family ; and if we con- 
fider the great Waftc that is made of that Commodity about 
a Gentleman *s Family, and the many Vifitors and their Ser- 
vants, and the poor ncceffitous Neighbours, that will always 
be hanging in or about a Gentleman's Family who has an 
Eftate of 400 L a Year, we cannot allow lefs than eigh- 
teen Pennyworth of Salt confumed weekly about fuch a Gen^ 
tleinan*s Family ; we muft therefore fuppofe, that every 
Gentleman of fuch an Eftate, pays yearly for Salt GOnfumed 
in his Family 3 1 18 s, and fince, by the laying on thb Du- 
ly, we r^ft S^t to above ten Fime* the Piicc ii formerly 
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fold at ; ihetefore wt rouft conclude, that nine Tenths of 
3 L 1 8 s. that is, about 3 1, 10 s. is Yearly drawn from eve- 
ry Gendeman of 400 1, a Year, by means of this Duty on 
Salt i and as he is to pay this Siim Yearly for three Years 
inltead of the 10 1. lind-Tax, which he is by this Means, 
to be made free of, is it not plain and evident, that he 
pays ten Guineas in three Years, for the Sake of getting free 
of the Payment of 10 L in one Year ? The unnoft Ehen, 
that can be pretended, is, that he iaves by this iine Scheme 
about Half a Year's Intereft upon i o L Is this the Relief 
ib mighdly bragg'd of f Will any Gentleman of common 
Scnfe choofe to have his Farmers, his Cottagers, his 1^- 
bourersj and the Manufaflurers that confume the Produce of 
his Lands J heavily taxed, in order to fave 4. or 55. Intcrefl 
upon the 10 L that he was to have paid to the L^d-Tax, 

* This is the Cafe, Sir, as to Landed-Gentlemen of 400 L 
a Year, but as to all the Landed-Gendemen of final ler For- 
tunes, they will be Lofers by this Meaiure thac is propofed 
lor their Relief. Their Families cannot be a great deal lefs 
numerous than the others ; their Servants wilt be as wailefu!, 
and they muft entertain their Vifitors as well as the other j 
therefore we cannot fuppofe that any GentlcmanVs Family in 
the Country will coll him much lefs than i s* a Week for 
Salt ; at this Rate he muft pay Y^rly towards the Duty now 
to be kid on, about a L 7 s. this ajnounts in three Years to 
7 1, fo that a Gentleman of 200 1. a Year, will be z I. out 
of Pocket, and a Gentleman of 100 1. a Year, wiU be 4!. 
10 s. out of Pocket, by reviving the Salt-Duty for three 
Years, inllead of is. in the Pound Land- Tax for one 
Year j and whether thofe Gentlemen that have great Fami- 
lies to maintain, many Children to provide for, and but one, 
two, or three Hundred a Year Land- Rent, to anfwer all their 
Occafions, are not the greateli Objc(£b of Companion, nay, 
are not the only Objefls of CompaiTion among the Landed- 
Gentlemen in England, I leave the World to judge. Every 
Gentleman that ever kept an Account of the Expences of hia 
Family, miill be a Judge, whether the Suppofitions I have 
made are jult : If they are jnft, I am fure the Figures can- 
not he controverted ^ and therefore, I hope, we fhall hear no 
more of the great Relief that is to be given to the Landed- 
Gentlemen of England. 

' Having thus fhewed to what Sort of People this Salti* 
Duty will be a Di fadvantage, I tliink it would not be juil 
in me, not to take fome Notice of thofe to whom it will be 
an immediate Advantage, As to all the Gentlemen in Eng- 
land of very large Land-Ettates, it will be an immediate 
Advantage ; it will^ indeed, fave a Trifle to them. With 
refpeft to them, I hope, I may be allow'd to make ufe of 

the 



p 

I 



( ao; ) 

Uie Word Trifle : a Sum of Momy may be calPd a Trifle *"*?/,,?;?" "* 
when applied to the Rich, but to the Poor no Sum of Money ' 
can be properly faid to be a Triile. But this immediate Ad- 
vantage accruing to the rich Landed- Men, will be foon over- 
balanced by the Rain that it will bring upon their Coun- 
try, and upon their own particular Eilates ; and I am glad 
to find, that moft of the rich Landed-Gentiemen in England 
are apon the fame Side of the QueiUon with me. It fhews 
a generous Contempt of private Advantage, when oppofcd 
to the puUick Good ; but thofe who will reap the greateit 
Advantage from the Meafure now propofcd, arc thofe who 
are in good Poib and Plac^, and have handfome Salaries 
coming in. It is very true, that their Salaries are rated at 
the full Value of the Land-Tax : The taking oflT is. in the 
Pound Land-Tax, is really putting 5 per Cefit, into their 
Pockets, which cannot be drawn out again by the Salt- Duty, 
becaufe they either keep no Families, or they keep their Fa- 
milies in Town, where moH of their Servants are at Boards 
Wages. To fuch Gentlemen the Meafurc now propofed 
will certainly be advantageous, and to fuch only that Com- 
panion which we have heard fo much of^ is properly 10 
be applied. But one would not think that a Man who has 
100 1, a Year from the Publick, ihould grudge to pay jL 
a Year out of it to the publick Expence ; or that the Saving 
5 1, a Year in fuch a Man's Pocket, Ihould be fuch a mighty 
Concern to every Man who has the Good of his Country at 
Heart. I am perfuaded that every Gentleman who has the 
good Fortune to be in any fuch Place or Employment, wiO 
flicw as generous a Contempt of Self*Interdl, and as honour- 
able a Regard for the publick Good, as is or can be fhew^n 
by the Gentlemen of great Land-EHates, who with them arc 
the only Perfons in the Nation that can reap any Bene£c 
from the Meafure now propofcd. 

* Since then it appears plain, that what Is now propofed 
can be no Manner of Relief, but will certainly be an addir 
lional Charge upon the Landed- Gentlemen of fmall Efktesj 
and fmce they are the only Landed- Gentlemen in England,. 
who lland ju need of, and defcrve the Compaffion of this 
Houfe, I think all the Arguments that can be drawn from 
Pity and CompalTion, come full again ft our agreeing to the 
Revival of this Duty upon Salt i and therefore I may naw 
in my Turn plead with all thofe who hear me, to h.ive Pity 
and Companion upn the poor Landed- Gentlemen in Eng- 
land. How hard will it be to make a poor Landed-Gentle- 
man of a Hundred a Year pay 7 1. inftead of Hfty Shillings ft 
Why ihould the poor Landed -Gentlemen be lo much over- 
charged for the Sake of a fmall Eafe to thofe who hav^pkn- 
tiful EMm in Land, or conBdcrablc Salaries s£>ming in from 



I 



sir R. WaWc^Ji 
fAQiJon for K-c^^i- 

Bill ■•riicr^d Eo be 
Voitfht in pttr- 



The PiipPTJ, Sc€. 

finite, taid jKftiic 
the HituCk. 

The Prnfwn Bill ' 
Tcid ti tlhiiiilT^iii^i 



fKiJiiiti:4i tit irik|ulre 
into I lie CJuiitj- 
b)C'CLfrpiiLiLtj«a> 



a Foil or Place that gives them little or no Trouble ? Thii 
h really^ if I may be allow'd to make ufe of tlie Words, 
Gi'uing iff the Rkh^ an^ fending the Paor empty aw^'ay. But 
in the prefent Cafe, our CompalTion pleads not only for the 
poor l^ded- Gentlemen, but for all the Poor of the Na- 
tion. Let us but coniidcr how many poor Families are 
maintain *d upon 8 d. or is. a Day, which the Father earns 
by hard Labour and Toil ; A Buihel of Salt is the leail that 
can be confumed in a Year by a poor Man, his Wife, and 
three or four fmall Children i How cruel is it to take four 
or five Shillings a Year away from the Support of fuch a 
poor Family^ more efpecially when one halt of that Money^ 
at leaft, is to be made a Compliment of to wealthy or frau- 
dulent Dealers^ or to idle and profligate Tax-Gat heren I I 
hope every Man that bears me, will allow his Pity and Com- 
paifion to exert itfelf to its utmolt Height. I hope every 
Man will confider upon which Side of the prdent Queftioa 
are the Cries of the Poor and the Wretched, and the Blef- 
fings of thofe that are yet unborn. The Happinefs or 
Mifery of PoJlerity, the Flourilhing or Decay of our Trade 
and Ctsmmerce, the Prefer vac ion or Lofs of our Liberties^ 
an my Opinion, depend in a great Meafure opon the Quellloa 
now before iis ; and therefore T am perfuaded that ever/ 
Gentleman will conJider it thoroughly, before he deter- 
mines what he is to do.* 

Then the Queiliou being put upon Sir Robert Walpole^s 
Motion, it pafTed in the Affirmative, by 225 againit 187. 

Fsh. 10. Upon the Report of the Refoludons of 'the 
Committee, and the Motion made for agreeing to them, the 
Qucilion being put^ it was carried in the AfHrmativCj by 
205 againit 1 76, and a Bill was order'd to be brought in 
purfuant to thofe Refolutions, 

The fame Day Mr Turbill prefented to the Houfe Copie? 
of Proceedings, Papers, and other Inibuments, &c» relating 
to the Sale of the Jate Earl of Derwentwater's Elfete, pur.- 
fuant to the Order of the Houfe of the 2d Inftant* 

Upon the Motion of Mr Sandys, the Penfion-BiH was 
read a third Time, without any one Speech being made 
^gainft it ; and Mr Sandys was ordered to carry the Bill to 
the Houfe of Lords, and defire their Concurrence. 

Feb, 1 1 1 The Lord Vere Beauclerk reported the Names of 
the Committee appointed to inquire into the Affair of the Cha- 
ritable-Corporation ; as follows, \*\%. Mr Ferry, Mr Palmer, 
Mr Barnard, Lord Vifcoont Limerick, Hon. Mr Digby, 
Mr Watkin Williams Wynn, Mr William Bromley, Jun, 
Mr Edward Harley, Mr Walter Plomer, Mr Sandys, Mr 
Oglethorpe, Sir Thomas Sauriderfon, Sir John Ruihouir, 
Lord Morpeth, Mr Thomas Wj^ndhain, Sir Thomas Robj^r 

fon. 



( 209 ) 
fon, Mr Danver$5 Mr Brainflon, Mr Winmngton, 
Conduit, and Mr John Campbell. 

FeL 14, The Ho life refolvM to prefent an Addrefs to the 
King fox feveral Papers, kc. relating to the Sugar- Colonies. 

Fth 15, The Sugar-Colony Bill was read a fecond Time i 
Then the Houfe proceeded to hear Counfd upon the faid Bill, 
which Jalicd ulfo tlie 17th, iSeh, and ajd, during which 
Time all the Papers call'd for were laid before them. 

FtB. zz. TJie feveral Papers, Inftrumenw, Sec. relating 
to the Sale of the Earl of Derwentwater's EJkte, which had 
been prefented to the Houfej were referred to a Committee. 

Fih. 23. The Houfe proceeded to the farther Hearing of 
Counfel for and againll the Sugar-Colony Bill, and the Conn- 
fd on both Sides having finiihM tlieir Argument, Mr Win- 
nington Hood up, and fpoke as follows : 
Sir^ 
* I find that fome of the Counfel at the Bar have endea- 
voured to turn the Affair now before us into fucH a Shape, 
3S if the Quellion to be determined were, whether the Nor- 
thern Colonies, or the Sugar-Colonies ought moll: to be en* 
' couraged by this Ho^fe. This, Sir, is not at all the Qucftion 
now i>efore us ; the Affair in hand is the Difpute between 
the Englifh and the French Coimucrce : We axe now to de- 
termine, whether we ought to encourage a French Trade, 
which tends to the Ruin of our own Sugar-Colonies, for I have 
not heard it fo much as difputed by any Man, but that they 
muft be foon undone, if fome Redrefs be not given to them 
in Time ; and the only Redrefs now propofed, the only Re- 
drcfs they want at prefent is, that a Parliament of England 
I will ofily do as much as they can to difcourage tiie Froicli 
I Sugar Trade. One would realy ii^gine, chat fuch a Pro- 
fpofition would not meet with any Oppofition in a Briiifh 
I Houfe of Commons. 

This» Sir, being the true State of the Queftfon, I do not 

f wonder to fee it twilled and turiiM into twenty Shapes, ra- 

I thcr than to let it appear in its own genuine and natural 

Colour I but of all the Lights this Affair has been put into, 

! the moft invidious is, that of pretending that the Sugar-Colo- 

^ nies by this Bill are contriving a Method of putting their 

r Sugars and Rum upon us at any Price they pkafe to demand i 

^that by this Bill they want us to make a Law for enabling 

them to feil their Sugars and Rum, at a much dearer Price 

hihan what is neceflkry. If this. Sir, were truTy the Cafe,^I 

tihould be againll this Bill as much as any Man in this Houft j 

but to me it appears evident, that what they want, is only 

I to have fuch a Price for their Su^rs and Rum as they can 
pofljbly make them at fo as to live thereby : This is a rea* 
ibnable Demand, and this we oiJg*>t to grant, if it be in our 
Vol, JL 1> d ?QNs^ 
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. G«. IL Power. Now, Sir, I think it baa been made appear, tliat 
''^** . the French are our greateft Rivals in the Sugar-Trade j 
and it has been like wife made appear^ that the French have 
been enabled to become our Rivals in the Sugar-Trade^ only 
by the Trade carried on between them and our Northern 
Colonies ; the great VenC they thereby have for their Riim 
and MoloiTes, and the €^fy Accefs they thereby have to Lum- 
ber* Horfes, and all other Ncceflkries for their Sugar-Plan- 
lations, which are naturally much more fruitful than ours, 
enable them to fell their Sugars and Rum at a much lower 
Price than it is poffible for our Sugar- Planters to fell at s it 
Is therefore apparent that our Sugar-Plantations muft be un- 
dione, Or we muH fall upon Ways and Means of preventing 
the French from felling their Sugars (o cheap as they do : 
Thofe Ways and Means are eafy i they are every Day in our 
PowTr ; put a Stop to the Trade that is carried on between 
our own Colonies upon the Continent and the French Sugar- 
XHands^ and you muR at once a great deal enhance the Price 
of alt French Sugars ; the Charges of making their Sugars 
will then be a great deal more, and dieir Rum and MoloiTes 
will yield them nothing j they muft lay all Charges upon the 
Itetums of their Sug^s, and therefore it will not be poiTiblc 
to iell them fo cheap as they are fold at prefent. By this 
Method our own Sugar-Colonies will be greatly encourag- 
cdj and the French may be total!/ undone ; whereas if we 
leave Matters in the prefent Situation, the French Sugar- 
Colonies will be increafing every Day, and in a litdeTime our 
own win tic 4111 te defboycd. 

' But, Sir^ it has been pretended, that if we put a Stop 
to the Trade now carried on between the French Sugar- 
Ulands and our Colonies upon the Continent, it will in a 
great Meafure ruin our Colonies upon the Continent, becaufe 
it will entirely deftroy their Fifhery, and alfo their Trade 
with the Indians, both which are carried on principally by 
the Means of the Rum and MoloiTes, which our Colonies 
purchafe at fo cheap a Rate fmm the French Sugar-Iilands i 
If there were any Foundation for this, it would indeed be a 
very great Objeftion to the Bill now before us j but as our 
Colonies upon the Continent carried on their Trade with 
the Indians, imd alfo their Firtieries, long before they had 
cither Rum or MolofTes from ih^ French Iflandsj it is plain 
that neither of thofe Trades can depend entirely upon their 
Trade with the French Sugar-Iilands ; but upon the con- 
trary it is evident, that the Opening of this Trade with thofe 
lilands, has not onJy eacouiaged the French Sugar- Plantati- 
ons to the great Detriment of our own, but has alfo m a 
great Meafure difcouiaged or rather entirely deftroy cd the 
Sale of EngliJh Spirits In that Part of the World, which h a 
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ConftderaWe Lofs to this Country ; for it is well knmviij that Anno ?. Ce&. ij, 
before our Colonies upon the Continent of America fell into 
this de/lrodHve Trade with the French Sugar- Iflandsj they 
made ufe of great Quantities of Englifh Spirits* both In their 
Fiihing Tradcj and alfo in their Ttade wifh the Indians. 
And if we fhould put a Stop to this Trade with the French 
SugarJflandSj there is no Doubt but our own Colonies would 
-again Ml into their former Method, and would be able ta 
Cariy on as extenfjve a Trade with the Indians, and as great 
-a Trade in Fifhing, by the means of Englifh Spirits, as they 
xver did by the means of French Rum. Beiides, Sir, i£ 
fomc Rum or Molofles were abfolutcJy neceffkiy, do not we 
know that they could have as much from our own Sugar-- 
Iflands as they had Occafton for, and within a Trifle at as 
low a Price as they can have the fame fort of Rum or Mo- 
lolTcs from the French Sugar-Iflands ? for in Proportion as 
the French Sugar- Plautationfi decreafe, it is certain that out 
own will be daily increafing : Though Barbadoes may per- 
haps be 35 much improved as the Extent of Ground will ad- 
In it of, yet we know that Jamaica, and feveral other of the 
Iflands belonging to us in that Part of the World, will ad- 
Init of very great Improvement ; we know that if they 
were all improved to the full Exrent, they would produce as 
teiuch or very near as much Sugar, Rum and Molofies as 
could be confumcd in Europe and in America, Thus, Sir, to 
Ine it appears plain, that the Method propofed by the Bill 
now before us, is the only proper Method for dlfcou raging 
the French Sugar-Plantations, and encouraging our ovvn i 
»nd that it is a Method by which no Part of our own 
Dominions c^n be any way injured ; therefore I muJl be 
for the Bill> and for that Reafon, Sir, I move^That the Bitt 
may be committed. 

This Motion being fecotaded by Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr 
Georg^ Heathcotc Itood up and fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 
• I (hould with all my Heart be for the Bill now before 
us, if 1 could find any thing in it that would encoaragc our 
own Trade to the Detriment of that of tlie French i but 
lealy, Siri 1 cannot find any fuch thing in this Bill ; upon 
the contrary, I clearly forefee, that by the Metiiod thereby 
propofed, we are going to deftroy a very profitable Branch 
of our own Trade, and to do all that is in our Power to en- 
courage, or rather to fet up a new Trade for the French, 
which they of themfclvcs, notwithftanding their utmoft En- 
deavours for that Pnrpofe have never been able to accom- 

"irti. We are amuJing ourfelves with a vain Conceit, that 
is hnpo^ble for the French to carry on or manage their 
Sugar-Plantations, without ihc AMancc of the .Lumber, 
D d 2 •. ^'cnSsi^ 
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Horfes and otber NeecCarics^ whicb they have from our 
Colonies upon the Continent j and that their Rum and Mo- 
JoiTes would be of no ufe to them^ if tbey could not difpofe 
t,TDf them to the Inhabitants of our Northern Colonies, If it 
.were fo, I am fure the French would permit that Trade to 
[Tbe carried on openly and freely ; they would not leave it 
under the Difcouragement of being carried on in a dan- 
^clHne Manner, by giving great Bribes to the Governors of 
fthcir SugarJilands : We have no Rt:ai"on to defpife the 
iFrcfich Knowledge as to the Methods of improving any Trade 
aim at ; and we know that they have for feveral Years 
en doing every thing that was in their Power to encourage 
their Sugar-Plantations, Can we then imagine, that they 
:would have left fuch Checks and Difcourageinents upon the 
*rrade between their Sugar- lilands and our Northern Colonies, 
^~they had thought that their Sugar- Works or Plantations 
uld not fubfiit without it ? No, tJiey know that that Trade 
a great Hindrance to the Improvement of their own Colo- 
ies upon the Continent, and therefore they have endeavour- 
jpd to put a Scop to it by Degrees, but have never as yet been 
' le to efftiSuatc what they propofcd ; and now we are by a 
'publiclt Law to contribute as much as we can to render 
"leir Endeavours efFcduah I mull therefore look upon 
hat is propofed by this BiU, as a Method not at all certain 
fr improving our 0^71 Sagar-Plantationa to the Difcourage- 
Jnenr of the French, but as an infaJIible Method for Improv- 
ing the French Coloiiies upon the Continent to the Very great 
Difcou rage men t of our own ; I therefore think, I have 
very good Reafon to be agahilt the Bill as it now Hands, and 
confequently I muft be again!! committing it. 
Mr Perry fpoke next. 

Sir, 
• The Affair now before us is of fuch Confeqocnce to 
the Navigation, the Trade, and the Happinefs of this Nadon, 
that it ought to be weighed with the atmolt Nicety and Ex- 
adnefs : There may be a great deal faid' upon both Sides 
of the Queilion, For my own part, I have not had Oppor- 
tunities of acquiring fo e^^tenfive, and fo general a Know- 
ledge of Trade as the worthy Gentleman upon tiie Floor, 
who fpoke Bril in the prefent Debate 5 but as I have been 
dealing in Trade ever fince my Infancy, I have a good many 
Fa£b CO lay before you, and feveral Things to fay upon the 
Subject in hand, which, in my Opinion, ought to malte us 
extremely cautious of laying any Retlri£tions upon the Trade 
of auy Part of our Dominions. Eat it is noiv, I think, too 
late to enter upon a Debate of fo ferious, and fo exteJiiive 3 
Nature i and therefore I ^m for adjourning the Debate till 
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to-morrow, ox any other Bay this 

ti fix on. 
Then Mr Barnard rofc up, and 
Sir, 
, / If the Houfe be refolved to proceed, I will fpeak to the 
.AiFair in hand ; but if otJierways, I will not now offer to tie- 
tain them with any thing that I have to fay upon the Syb- 
jedl, [Here he m&de a Paufe^ und ihi Hmfe feeming indin- 
si is precud^ he ^e/ii &n as fo/iff^s.} In the Queftion now 
before us. Sir, it is certain that fome Relief ought to be 
immediately thought of for our Sugar-Colonies. Our Sugar- 
Trade is without Doiibt at piefent in a moll lamentable Con- 
»diuon, and mull neceflarily in a few Years be quite undone, 
at leall in (o far as regards our Exportation to foreign 
Markets : But, Sir, I am very far from thinking that the 
Method, propofcd by the Bill now before us, is the pro- 
per Method for giving Relief to oar Sugar-Colonies ; 1 do 
not think it will aferd them any Relief ; it may cramp and 

i injure our Northern Colonies in fome Branches of Trade now 
carried on by them, tyit it never can be of any Advantage to 
»ur own Sugar- Coionies, as Jong as they make more Sugar 
than is requifiie for anfwering the Confumption within our 
«wn Dominions. I ihould be glad that we could fall upon 
iny way of making the French Sugars dearer than they are 
lat prcfent, but I am afraid all Attempts of that Nature 
will prove to be chimerical ; and I am fare there k no Me- 
thod propofed by the Bill now before us, dial can in the leaft 
anfwer that Purpofe : As to Lumber, Horfes^ and other 
Neceilaries for Sugar-Plantations, which are now brouglit 
from onr Colonies upon the Continent to the French Sugar- 
llland^, there is no Provifion in thy s Bill againft their being 
fumiihed with fuch Things from thence for the future ; and 
it would be very wrong to make any fuch Provifion ; for it 
is very certain, that if they could not have fuch Things front 
our Colonies p they would foon fall into the uay of having all 
fuch Neceffaries from their own Colony at Canada. Ic can- 
not be pretended but that the French Colony at Canada, 
with a very little Encouragement, would foon be able to 
furniih the French Sugar-I (lands with X,umber, Horfes, and 
all fuch Necertkrics i Though the Navigation of that River 
be difficult and uncertain in the Winter Time, yet they might 
ca£ly fall upon a way of bringing all fuch Stores down that 
River in the proper Scafon, and lodging them at their own 
Settlement at Cape Briton, from whence they could eafdy 
be tranrported to their Sugar>Iilands at all Seafons of the 
Year : This, Sir, would, 1 am perfuaded, be the Confetjuencc 
of our prohibiting the Exportation of inch 'Fhings fumi our 
Caiome»to tii£ Jt'f^C^ ^ugar-IHaud^ ; a£id ihus^ inllead of 

dii.. 
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dlfcouraging their Sugar-Fku tat ions, or enhancing the Pn« 
or iirft Coft of their bogars, we fliould by a Eritifh A^ of 
Parliament do itiofe towards die encouraging their Settlements 
at Canada and Cape Briton, tlian they the mfelves with all 
diek Edicts and Arhiti*arj Power, have been able to do fince 
the iirit Eftabliiliment of thofc Settlements. In a little Time 
we might expei^ to fee thofe Noitliem Seas fw arming with 
French Ship and Sloops and a great Part of the Trade of 
our own Nortliem Colonies being thereby deftroyedj our own 
Seamen muH either ftarve at home, or run into the Service 
of the French for the fake of daily Bread. 

* But, Sir, grandng that it were impoflible for the French 
Sugar-lflands to have what Horfes, Lumber, and fuch 
Things they want, from their own Colonies upon the Con- 
tinent^ or from any other Part of America befides our 
Settlements there, yet we all know that they could have 
Plenty of all thofe NeceiTaries from France itfcif j 
and it is well known, that Sugars are fnch bulky Com- 
modities, that they require a great many Ships to bring 
them to Europe, which Ships return again to the Weft-In- 
dies for the moil part in Balaft, fo that the Freight out-* 
wards is generally at a very low Rate ; by which Means 
they might have all fuch Things from Europe^ for a very 
little more than prime CoJl : And fuppofe that the Price of 
fuch Things flood them a little more than what is paid for 
them in our Sngar Jfiands, yet we know that fuch a fmall 
Sum of Money is laid out in furnilhing a Sugar- Planta- 
tion with all fuch Neceilaries^ that it bears but a very fmall 
Proportion to the other Charges that are neceffary in fur- 
nishing and managing fuch a Plantation ; the Difference 
in this Rcfpe^ between the Charges of a Plantation, in 
their Iflands or in ours, would be fo fmall that it could not 
be taken Notice of, nor would it any way enhance the 
Price of their Sugars in any Market in Europe, 

As to Rum, I think it is not pretended that the French 
deal much either in the making or vending of that Com- 
modicy, but it h faid. That our Northern Colonies purchafc 
aU their Molofles from them, and thereby contribute to* 
wards the enabling of them to fell their Sugars at the low 
Price they do at prefent ; and it is farther faid. That if 
our People upon the Continent of America did not purchafc 
their MolofTes of them, they could make nothing of them 
In any other Way : This is realy fuppoflng the French to 
be a more flupid Sort of People than any of the Native In- 
dians upon the Continent, They know that Rum is made of 
MoIoflTis ; they know that Rum is valuable in almoft every 
Part of the World ; they underjland the Art of DiiHl* 
ling Rum from Moloflb i or if they do not> it is certain 

there 



( 215 J 

there is no fuch mighty Secret in the Art, but that thfy 
may t3L(ily learn it. Can it then be doubted, but that if 
they could ngt fell their MololTes to our Colonies upon the 
Continent, they would Jet up Stills of their own^ and make 
Rura out of their own MololTes f And could not they fell 
that Rum both in America, Africa, and Europe, as well as 
wc do ? To this it is anfwered, That their Government 
would not allow them to make or fell Rum; becaufe it 
would prejudice the Sale of Brandy, which is the natural 
Prt>duft of Frauceitfclf : But this we have not the leaft Rea- 
fon to fuppofe ; for if the very Being, or even the Well-Bcing 
of the French Sugai-Colonies depended upon their mak- 
ing and felling Rum, we cannot luppofe, that the French 
Government would ruin them, in order to keep up the 
Price of their Brandies ; unlcfs we were to fuppofe, that the 
King of France, and all his Advifers, were Mailers of Vine- 
yards and of nothing elfe : We may as well fuppofe^ that 
the King of France would make an Edi£t, for obliging their 
Sugar-Planters to throw all their MoloiTcs into the Sea j 
becaufe if they are made into Rum in any Place, either in 
Europe or America, it may prevent or prejudice the Sale 
of French Brandies, We jntift therefore ptefume, that if 
the French Sugar-Planters could not difpofe of their Molof- 
fes in the Way they now do, they would not only be per- 
mitted, but would adually fet up Stills of their own, and 
would make their MololTes into Rum, and fend it to Eu^ 
rope ; alfo to their own Colonies of MiiTiffippi, Canada, and 
Cape-Briton, in order to fupply all the Indian Nations there- 
with at a cheap Rate ; and they would likewife be able to 
fmuggle a great deal of it into our Northern Colonies, and e- 
veil into Great Britain and Iieland^notwithilanding any Laws 
we could make, or any Precautions we could ufe to the con- 
trary. We may perhaps, by putting Arbitrary Powers into 
the Hand» of our Commiflioners of the Culiomss and Ex- 
cife, make it di&cult to bring French Rum afhore in any of 
our Dominiom ; but it would be abfolutely impofllblc to 
prevent the Sale of it to our Fiihing Ve£els in the North 
Parts of America* Thus inftead of buying thrir Molof- 
fes at the cheap Rate we now do, and having the Ad van* 
tage of manufa£luring them inlo Rum ourfelvcs, we (hould 
give them the Advantage of the Manufafture, and ihould 
buy their Rum at a dear Rate ; and inllead of giving 
them Lumber and other fuch Goods for their Moloffes, ^vc 
fhouti be obliged to give them ready Money for their Rum* 
As the Sale of our Lumber, Horfcs, and fuch Things, even 
now depend* entirely upon the Courtefy of the Gover* 
nours of their Sugar-lilanda, we may depend upon it, that 
if our People could take nothing but Jcady Money horn th^ni 
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jn Exchange for facli Goods, no fuch Sale would ever btf 
allowed of ; fuch flrifl Injunftiotis would be fen t over, Uiat 
their Governours durft never venture to permitj or even fa 
much a3 to wink at, any British Ships evercomjog into any 
of their Ports, and thofe Goods are too bulky lo be fmug- 
gled into any Part of the World. 

' Since then. Sir, we cannot propofe to make the Coft of 
the French Sugars higher than it is at pre fen t, let us con- 
lid er and examine if we cannot make the Coft of our own 
Sugars lefs, in order thereby to enable our Sugar- Colonics 
to fell their Sugars at a lower Price, than they can pof^ 
fibly do at prefent : This, Sir, is the proper and only Coo- 
fideration for this Houfe to enter into. We ought never 
to make Laws, for encouraging or enabling our SubjeOs to 
fell the Produce or Mj^nufadure of their Country at a high 
Price, but we onght to contrive all Ways and Means for 
enabling them to fell cheap ; for in all Matters relating 
to Trade, we ought chiefly to confider the Foreign Expor- 
tation i and it is certain, that at all Foreign Markets thofe 
who fell cheapeft wiE carry off the Sale, and turn all others 
out of the IVade ; We may indeed confine our own Sub- 
je£b to the buying of what Sugars they have Ufe for, from 
our own Sugar-Colonies, at any Price they pleafe to put 
upon what they have to fell, but we have no Power over 
Foreigners i fo that unlefs our Sugar-Planters do fell their 
Sugars as cheap aa any other Sugar- Planters can do^ we 
ihall foon lofe our whole Foreign Trade as to Sugars : And 
even as to our Home-Trade, our Sugar-Planters muft all join 
together, and confider nicely the Home-Confumption, if 
they have a mind to keep their Sugars at a much higher 
Price, than what they are fold for in other Parts of Europe ; 
for if they in any one Year make more Sugars than we can 
confume at Home, it will of courfe run down the Pric? of 
all their Sugars for that Year, even at tlome amongft our 
felves. Suppofing that we confume 80,0 do Hogfheads of Su- 
gar every Year, if they fliould in any one Year fend home 
100,000 Hoglheads, the additional ^b,ooo, which we have 
DO Occafion for, cannot be fent abroad ^ they muft be fold 
iunongil ourfdves ; and the Sale of that so, 000 would run 
down the Price of the whole 100,000. So that let us put 
this AiF.iir in what Shape we wUl, the Methods propofed by 
this Bill can never be any real Relief to our Sugar-Colonies. 

' There are many Ways, Sir, for enabling our Dealers in 
Sugar to fell their Sugars at a lefs Price > than they can do 
at prefent ; one Method the French have long ago chalked 
out to us, and that only I ihall mention at prefent. The 
French forefaw the great Advantage of encouraging their 
Sugar-Qolonies i they knew the Wardships d at ours laboured 
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■nder, from their being obliged to Ccnd all their Sugars to Annft 5, gco, il 
' be unloaded in Engl and , before they could be exported to '^^j^- ^ 
any other Part of Europe ; They knew how greatly this ^ 

enhanced die Price of our Sugars, at all the Markets in 
Europe I and in order to give their Sugar- Colonics an Ad- 
vantage over ours, they gave them a Liberty of fending their 
Sugars dirc£lly to foreign Markets, without unbading, or 
fo much as touching at any Port in France. Tliis is an Ad- 
vantage over our Sugar-Colonies, which the French Sugar- 
Cokinics havG enjoyed for feveral Years, Let us then follow 
the Example of our Neighbours the French ; let us at 
leall put our Sugar Colonies upon an equal Footing with their 
Rivals* This will be one grea.t Encouragement to them^ and 
it is to be hoped^ that in the Courfe of this Bili^ a great 
many others may be thought of, whscli will be real Advan- 
tages to them, without doing any Injury to any of our other 
Culonics in that Part of the World.* 

Mr Uamard was replied to by Colonel Bladen : Cobad BiMdciu 

Sir, 

* As the only Difpute now is, whether thb Bill ought to 
be committed, I think the Gentleman who fpoke Liit, has 
given a very good Reafon for the committing thereof ; he 
faid. That fome Relief ought certainly to be given to our 
Sugar-Coloniea, if any fuch can pofebly be contrived or 
thought on. I believe every Member of this Houfe is of 
the fame Opinion^ and therefore every one muft think, that 

the Bill ought to be committed. We fliail thereby have Time * 

to confider and examine all the Circ urn fiances of fo weighty 
an Affair ; we ih;ill have Time to confult and advife with 
all thofe of our Acquaintance, who underfknd any thing of 
Trade and Commerce, by which Means we may have an 
Opportunity of contriving the moH proper Methods for en- 
couraging and promoting our Sugnr-Trade, without injuring 
any other Branch of our Trade ; and when we are in a 
Committee upon the Bill, every Member will then have an 
Opportunity of offering fuch Claufes and Amendmenis as he 
may then think proper : In my Opinion^ it cannot fo much 
as admit of a Debate, whether the Bill is to be committed or 
not. The leaft Delay in this Affair may be the Occafion of 
the Lofs of the Bill, and therefore I am for committing it 
immediately-* 

Mr Oglethorpe fpoke next : lir osl^fcocffc 

Sir, 

* There never was perhaps before this Houfe an Affair of 
greater Moment, than the Affair which is now before us. 
The whole Britilh Trade, all our Colonies and Settlements 

t America, may be ruined and undone, or very much en- 
uraged and Itrengthcncd by the Rcfaliuioni ive come 
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to upon the prcfent Occafion. Every M^, who knows my 
thing of the Trade and Commerce of this Nation, knows 
how much the whole depends upon our Colonies in the 
WcH- Indies, Everj- Man iiLiy fee by the Accounts that 
have been laid before us, what vdl Qumitities of Gooda 
are every Year brought from thence, by the Re-exportation 
of which we balance our Trade with almoli every NacioR 
in Europe ; and I bdlcvc I may fay, that it is owing to this 
only, that the general Balance^ of Trade has always con- 
tinued fo much in our Fa^vour. 

• Let us but confifler the vail Quantities of Goods, the 
vaft Quantities of Bricifti Manufa^ure and Produce, fenE from 
hence every Year to our feveral Settlements in the Weft- 
Indies ; let us but confider what Numbers of Britifti Ships 
and Briti/h Seamen are employed in the Weft-India Trade, 
and we fhall fee how much that Trade and thofe Settlements 
ought to be the Care and the Concern of a Brltifli Parlia- 
ment 

' Our Sugar-Colonies are of great Confequence to us, and 
I join in Opinion with thofe, who tiiink that we ought not 
to leave them under any Haidfhips, or under any Diflrefs. 
Let it never be faid of a Britifh Houfe of Commons, that 
th<? Diftrefs of any of their Fellow-Subjetls was pointed out 
to them, and they ncgleded or delayed to do what was In 
their Power for their Relief: But our other Colonies m that 
Part of the World, ought alfo to he confider'd ; from them 
IV e have Likewife Yearly very large Quantities of Goods, 
fuch as Tobacco, Rice, Naval-Stores, ;md the like, which 
contribute not n little towards preferving the general Ba- 
lance of Trade in our Favour, We ought not to encourage - 
or raife one Colony upon the Deftrudion or Detriment of 
another ; much Icls ooghc we to grant a Favour to any Sub* 
jed, or to any particular Set of PeoplCj which may prove to 
be again ft the publick Good of the Nation in general. 

* I am convinced, that fome Relief, or fome new En- 
couragement ought to be given to our Sugar*ColonieSj and I 
Jhall readily join in any Mcafure for that End, which is not 
inconfiftent with the publick Good ; But this. Sir, is no 
Reafon for committing the Bill now before us ; fttr if there 
IS not one Qaufe or one Article in it proper for the Puipofe 
for which it was defigned, we cannot properly go Into a 
Committee upon it ; wc may in a Committee upon a Bill 
add Claufes ; we may make Amendments, but we are not to 
make a new Bill. In fuch a Cafe the proper Method woqM 
be, to have the prefent Bill withdrawn, and to have a new 
Bin brought in i and this will be a much furer and a fpeedier 
i^ctliod of procuring Relief for our Sugar -Colonics, than 
hy fending up a Bill to the other Houfe, io irregular or fo 

improper. 
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improperj tlat they may find themfelvcs under a NcccCity 
of throwmg i£ out^ or which u much the fame, of letting 
it drop in their Houfe^ whereby our Sugar-Colonies will be 
obliged to continue for one Yeaf more, at leal!, under the 
Hardfhjps and Jncumbrartces, which now He fo heavy upon 
them* This AiFair being therefore of tJie utmoil Confe- 
quence» I inuit be of Opimon, that it k now too late, and 
the Hoafe too thin, for entering upon the prefent Debate i 
Befides, Gentlemen » we ought to have a Regard to the Chair, 
and not fubjefl him to fo great and fo long a Fatigue ; I mull 
therefore join in the Motion that the Debate may be ad* 
journcd till fome other Bay/ 

Then Mr Giles Erie tlood up, and faid i m^ cij^iEiit* 

Sir, 
* As the great Advantage reaped by the Nation, by any 
Branch of its Trade or Manufadare^ depends upon the 
Exportation ; therefore when any Matter of Trade comes 
to be confide red in this Houfe, we ought to regard only 
thoie Methods or Means, which may tend towards the en- 
couraging and promoting the Exportation of any Manufac- 
ture : Now as to the Cafe before us^ if our Colonies do not 
fell their Sugars cheaper, or at Icall as cheap as the French. 
Dutch, or any other Nation can poflibly do, it is certain, 
that no Part of that Manufadure can pollibly be exported to 
any foreign Mitrket. I ihall therefore be for any Method^ 
that can icafonably be propofed, for enabling them to fell 
cheaper than they do at prefent, but I Ihall never be lor 
impowcring them to exail higher Prices from any of their 
^cllow-Subjefts, being convinced, that no Laws we can 
lake, can oblige Foreigners to pay a higher Price for our 
ifiugars, than that for which thej' may enrcry Day pnrchafe 
foreign Sugars of equal Goodnefs/ 

Then Mr Barnard and fome other Members declaring, 
M^ Th?t they would rather be far having the Bill committed, 
Hthan that it ihould be thrown out ; b;fcaufe they though; ft 
^ftpas oecedlkry to db fomcthingi this Scifion of Parliament, to- 
Bwaitli the Relief of our Sugar-Colonics i the Qucilion |,a cS£i!^ 
B^Vms there upon put lor committing chc BiM, which was 
" Jtgreed to. 

Ffk 25. Sir Charles Turner prefented the Sik-Bill to y^=|*J^^'^^'^ 
the Honfe, which was read the iiiit TimCp and ordered cj^ci a a, li^mi 
to be read a fecond Time i and a Motion being made for ''-=*^J^ 
reading it a fecond Time on [he zd ot March, the fame was 
ilrcnuoufly oppofed, as beii^g too fliort a Time for coniidcr* 
ing a Bill of fo much Confcquence ; but upon a Divifiou^ it 
was carried in the Affirmative, by zc6 againll 180. 

The fame Day Mr Sandys reported from the Committee 
•ppoiiued to inquire into the AiFair of tke Chariuble Corpo- 
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tatioHj the Refult of their Inquiry as to the Time^ Manner^ 
and Circumilaiices of George Robinfon, Elq; Member for 
Marlow, and Mr John Thompfon's withdrawing themfelvca 
beyond the Seas. Then a Debate arofe as to expelling Mr Ro- 
binfon ; manjr Members were for expelling him inunediately, 
becaufe tho' they were to endeavour, by Rewards and Punifh- 
jnencs, to bring him over in order to make a Difcovery, yet 
they were to have a particular Regard to their own Honour : 
Thjit it was propofed to grant him a general Indemnity by Aft 
of Parliament ; and put ring the Cafe that he thereupon came 
over, and made as full and as ample a Difcovery as could 
be defiredj yet he would fbli continue a Rogue, notwjth- 
ftandbg fuch Compliance ; and no Man of Honour would 
Jceep him Company : That therefore it would be very impro- 
per that he fhould continue a Member of that Houfe ; and 
for that Reafon it would be neceflary to expel him befare 
the bringing in of this BUI for a general Indemnity ; for if 
the Bill were once pafTed, he might next Minute take the 
Benefit of it, and they could not in Honour afterwards ex- 
pel him ; becaufe it would be inflifting a Puniihment upon 
him for a Crime, for which he had got an Indemnity by Aft 
of Parliament/ 

To this it was anfwefd, * That it were to be wiih'd that 
the expelling or not expelling of him had not been men- 
tioned : That the only Thing they had then before them, was 
to contrive Mernis for prevailing upon him to come over and 
make a Difcovery of that whole Affkir i That if they Diould 
then ex^I him, it would be terrifying him from coming over 
at the fame Time that they were inviting him to come, which 
would be a very inconfiltent Maimer of Proceeding ; That 
befides, it was not rcgtilar far them to proceed direftly to 
the expelling of him, without giving him Time to be heard : 
That by the Report then made to them, there was no Crime 
as yet proved ug£nil him ; for by that Report they could tak« 
no Notice of any thing but hia Bankruptcy, and as to that 
he ought at Icall; to have Time to be heard before he was ex- 
pelled : That the Honour of the Houfe was as much con- 
cerned in proceeding regularly even againll a Rogue, as in 
not fitting with a Rogue j and therefore they were againll 
fo abrupt a Method of expelling him/ 

To this it was reply V, * That by the Report then made 
to them it appeared, that a Statute of Bankruptcy had been 
jffucd againil him ; and that thereby his whole Ellatc, Real and 
Peri on al, was vdled in the CommiflionerSj and confequently 
he could nor have the Qualification as to an Eftate, that wa« 
necelTary for ^very Man in order to intitle him. to a Seat in 
that Houfe : That moreover^ by the Laws relating to Bank* 
wptF, a Biml^rppt was dedaied to be out of the King's Fro* 

tcdionj ' 



AH1I0 J. Gen. U. 
1751-11. 



I 



( 221 ) 

te^on I he was in a manner an Outlaw, and therefore coyM 
not continue a Member of that Houie ; and for that Rcafon 
they thought that the Bankruptcy alone was fufficient Ground 
for the Houfe to proceed immediately to the expelling of 
him: 

Hereupon fome Members, BarrLfters at Law^ dedar'd, 
• That the Queilion as to a Man's being a Bankrupt or not, 
could not poperly come before them, more efpecially before he 
had fubmitted and acknowledged himfelf a Bankrupt : l^hat 
a Statute of Bankruptcy's being taken out againll a Man^ 
was no incontrovertible Proof of his being a Bankrupt ; be- 
caufe if upon his Petition it fhould appe^ir that he was not 
a Bankrupt, the Statute would in that Cafe be fuperfeded : ' 
They allowed, ^ That by one of the Laws againft Bankrupts in 
Queen Elizabeth's lime, a Man who was declared a Bank- 
rupt according to that Statute^ was declared to be out of her 
Majelty^s Froteilion ; bnt that there hud been very few de- 
clared Bankrupts accordtJig to that A<^ : That they did 
not know of any one but Mr Ward of Hackney ; and 
that therefore no Argument could be drawn from that Sta- 
mte as to the Cafe in Hand.* 

Then Mr Pelham propofed, ' That the Bill of Indemnity Mrii,!*(f!fet 
to be brought in as to Robinfon^ ihould contain ati Ktcep- 
tion as to the Privilege of his fitting in that Houfe, by which 
they would ieave themfelves at Liberty to atfl as they thought 
proper, fuppoling he Ihould appear and take the Benefit of 
the Indemnity to be granted him/' To this it was objefled, 
' That the fending up of fuch a Bill to the other Houfe, 
would be giving them a Power to intermeddle in an Al^ir 
relating to the Privilege of that Houfe, which was not at all 
proper to be done, and therefore it was propofed to have 
the Indemnity Special j but tlus likwifc was obje£led to, as 
being what ^^ould not be cffc£lual for the Purpofc intended, 
bccaufe upon fuch an Indemnity k was not to be prefumed 
that Robin fon would come over ; that he could not be thereby 
fecured againft Parliamentary Cenfurcs, and therefore he 
would never truft to any Special Indemnityt' 

Then it was orderM, That Leave be given to bring in a ABm*^der*jfor 
Bill for the Appearance of George Robinfon, Elq; ac a cer- t^J^^.^ f.^^^y^;' 
tainTimetobe fix'din the Bill i and itsvas alfoorder'dj That niJ Aim rinnif- 
Leave be given to bring in a Bill to encourage and compel ^^ 
John Thompfon and his Accomplices to furrender themfelves^ 
with the Books and Effeas of the Corporation, at a ceriain 
Time to be fix*d in the fame Bill. 

M&rsh 2. Ihe Salt- Bill wa?, purfuant to the Order of the Dicl»tet>ntJief#-" 
Thy J to have been read the fecond Time ; but before the thcbMWuf" 
Reading thereof, Mr William PuUency ftood up aad fpokc^ ^ ^v. PaitBocr, 
Ei fallows : 
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f.c«.n. Sir J 

^ * By the ancient Orders and Methods of Proceeding m this 
Houfe, nothing relating to the tmiing of Money, or Taxing 
the People, can properly be brought before us, till it has 

fpne regularly through the Committee of Ways and Means, 
n the Committee of Supply we examine every Article i«- 
lating to the Publick Service ; we feule the feveral Articles i 
we examine what Sums will be necefiary for each Article i 
and we refolve upon granting fuch Sums as we then deter- 
mine to be neceifary. In the Committee of Ways and 
Means we fake into our Confideration thofe Methods, which 
are propofed for raifing the Sums refolved on in the Com- 
jnitree of Supply, and after we have fixed upon thofe Me- 
thods which are judged moil proper, we order a Bill or Bills 
to be brought in, in porfuance of the Refolutions then made : 
This has been the coniknc and uninterrupted Method of Pro- 
ceeding in all fuch Matters ; and therefore it k certain that 
no Bill, relating to the Taxing of the People^ can be regular* 
ly brought into this Houfe, till it has once been confidered 
of, and refolved upon in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
When this Affair about the Salt-Duty was brought before m 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, the only thing that 
was then thought of, was, the laying the fame Duties upon 
Salt, as had been laid on by tbc Afts of the 5 th and 6th 
and of the 9th and lotii Years of King William IIL and 
thereupon we came to a Refolutiofi for reviving thofe 
J3aties : This was the Refolution as to the Duty upon Salt 
we then came to, and in purfuance of this Refolution a Bill 
was ordered to be brought in ; but by the Bill brought in, 
as pretended, in purfuance of that Refolution, I find that a 
great many Laws are thereby to be revived, which, we never 
fo much as thought ofj, or once mentioned in the Committee 
of Ways and Means* 

* BefidcSjSir, I find that by this Bill there is a new Tax 
i to be laid upon the People of Great Britain j a Tax 1 find 

I is by this Bill to be laid upon white Herrings ; and I am 

fure there was no fuch Tax ever mentioned in the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, nor did we come to any Refolution 
j", for laying any fuch Tax upoti the People of Great Britain- 

There is not fo much as one Word of Herrings, or of any 
other Filh, in the Refolution we then came to. Since then ^ 

I the Bill now before us is no way warranted by that Refola- 
tion, the Failing thereof as k now flandi would be a break- 
ing through the moH folernn Orders of this Floufe, in Mat- 

II ters of the highdl Confequence, That of raifing Money 
|l and taxing the People of Great Britain ; I therefore think^ 

Sir, that the Bill brought in ought to be withdrawn, and this 
L whole A£iir brought agaia ^0 be coBJid^red in tJie Commit- 
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tee of Ways and Meana. As we are now mote apprized of 
the Matter be&re us, than we were at firH, we may upon 
fecond Confideration come to fuch Refolutions, .is may au- 
thorise the bringing in and pfling: of fuch a Bill as is now 
before us^ without tranfgreffing the ancient Orders and con- 
ftant Rules of Proceeding in Matters of fo great Confequencc, 

To this Mr Scrope anfwerM ; 
Sir, 

' The Obje^ion that has been made, as to Order, cannot 
properly come In to be debated till the Bill has been read, for 
dll then we cannot pretend to be certain of the Contents i if 
the honourable Gentleman thinks proper, he may then in- 
M upon his Objedlion ^ but in my Opinion, there is not 
theleall Foundation for fuch an Objedion ; for when the Bill 
is read, J believe it will appear, that there is no Law men- 
tiomd therein to be revived, but what is generally referred 
to in the Refolution of the Committee of Ways and Means ; 
and it has always been the Pradicc of this Houfe, to revive 
Laws by a General Reference : There are every Year fome 
expired or expiring Laws revived or continued by a General 
Reference to them, without particularly and at length re- 
citing every one of them. 

Hereupon Sir John Rufhout replied : 
Sir, 

* As I was from the begmning, fo I am ftlll againfl this 
extraordinary Method of raifmg MoJ^ey by laying a Duty 
upon Salt I but fjnce fuch a Method was to be chofen, the 
regular Way would have certainly been to have come to thia 
downright and plain Refolution, l"* hat a Duty of (o mudi 
f£f Bumel Ihould be kid upon all home-made Salt for a 
Term of three Years, I now find fuch a regular and plain 
Refolution was not to be made, becaufe in fuch a Cafe there 
could not have been the leall Pretence for not making the 
Duty general all over the Ujiited Kingdoms 1 and therefore 
to fave a Part of the Nation from the Payment of the greatefl 
Part of thi5 Duty, this extraOTdinary Method has been taken, 
which is as incoufiftent with the ancient Method of Proceed- 
ing in Parliament, as the Duty itfelf is inconfiilent with the 
Freedom or the tiappmefs of the People; But we fee the Con- 
fequence ; for by taldng this new and extraordinary Method, 
a Blunder was committed in the very fir II Formation of the 
Rerolution which we were to come to ; whether that waa 
realy a Blunder, or a Deftgn to fave fome People from paying 
any thing towards this Tax, I fhaU not pretend to deter- 
mine I but I would have fome People to confider, that it 
is very probable this Tax may be continued after the Ex* 
plmtionof thts Term of three Years i and ifjt be, it is not 
Very probable that the Indulgence now to be granted, will 
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then be continued. This Blunder or Defign^ be it wBich k 
will J In the forming gf the Refolution which we were to 
come to in the Committee of Ways and Means, was however 
accidentally tken taken notice of^ and was accordingly cor- 
reflcd in the beft Manner poffible ; but I wifh^ Sir, that the 
Gentlemen who were then, and feem Hi II to be fo fond of 
this extraord I na ry M e thod of taxing the i r Fello w- S u bj e€ls^ 
had then like wife taken Notice of all the other Blunders 
that were then committed, rather than that the ancient Me- 
thod of Proceeding in this Houfe fl:iould be altered, or that 
this Houfe fhould, by fuch Blunders^ be brought in to do any 
thing that is irregular in an Affair of fo great Confequence, 
tffWai.Fiamcr, Ml Walter Plumer fpoke next. 
Sir, 
* When this Affair was under our Confideration in the 
Committee of Ways and Means^ there was not certainly any^ 
Duty or Tax mentioned, but thofe that were laid on by 
the Afts of the cth and 6th, and of the 9th and 10th Years 
of the Reign of King William : There was no other Duty 
fo much as mentioned at that Time, by any Gencleman in 
the Committee ; but it appears by this Bill now before us, 
that there are AQ:s of Parliament to be revived, by which a 
quite different Duty was laid upon the Subjedb of this Na- 
tion : Thefe A^ being repealed, they are now in the Cimc 
Cafe as if no fuch A £b had ever been made, and therefore 
the reviving of them is the very fame Thing, as to make a 
new I>aw for the Taxing of the People of this Nation ; and 
confctj^ucntly it muft be granted, that the reviving of thcm^ 
ivithout having conlidered them in the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and coming to a proper Reibhuion for that Pur- 
pofcj is contrary to the conllant Praflice of this Houfe, in all 
Matters relating to the raifing of JMoney, or impofing 
Taxes upon thofe who fent us hither^ for the Prefer vation of 
their Liberties and Propenies, as well as of our own. The 
Taxing of the People, is an Affliir of the highell Confe- 
ijuv^nce ; no Tax ought to be agreed to, without the moll 
mature Deliberation ; and for that Reafon our Forefiithers 
cllablilhed it as a Maxim, never to impofe any Tax, without 
£rfi; having it under our Confideration in the Committee 
of HVays and Means ; fo that as long as we obferve the 
ancient Orders of this Houfe, no Tax can ever be impofed, 
without coming leveral Times under the Confideration of 
the Houfe i but if we defurt but one Step from this ancient 
Cuftom, it wjH be a moll dangerous Precedent ; we know 
how eafily bad Precedents are improved upon, and by fuch 
Improvements our Conilitution may be quite overturned : 
The moll heavy Taxes may come to be th? Produce of a 
Day, i^y the Produce of a few Hauis* 

* But, 
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s IS not aJ! : By this extnoi^inary Bill, 
and this extraordinaxy Metbod of Proceeding, there is ano- 
ther dangerons Precedent introduced, another Breach of the 
Orders of this Houfe committed. In ail Bills by which the 
People of this Realm are iut^eded to any Penalties or For- 
feitures, it is the ancient and the known Prai^ice of this 
Houfcj to leave Bbnks for fuch Penalties and Forfeitures in 
the iirft Draught of the Bill, which Blanks are never filled 
up till the Attair comes before the Houfe in a Grand Com- 
mittee upon the Bill : It muft be twice read and confidered 
before fuch Blanks are filled up, atid a con fide rable Time 
muil intervene between the firft Reading of the Bill, and the 
fining up of fuch Blanks, in which Time every Member has 
an Opportunity to confider the Affair, to confult with 
others, and to determine whether it be confiftent with the 
Liberties of the People^ to fubjeft them to any Penalties or 
Forfeitures in fuch Cafes, and id %vhat Penalties or Forfei- 
tures it may be proper to make them liable. This is a wife 
and a nec^^ffjry Precaution* and ought not to be departed 
from upon any Account whatfoever : But in the Cafe now 
before us^ we are to revive feversLl Laws, which is the fame 
thing as to make new Laws, by which the People are fub* 
je£ted to many and grievous Penalties and Forfeitures, with- 
out giving ourfelves any Opportunity to confider of fuch Pe- 
nalties and Forfeitures when this Bill comes before us in a 
Committee ; becaufe all the Penalties and Forfeitures are al- 
ready Med up in the Laws referred to and to be revived by 
this Bill as it now Hands, The Circumllances of Things 
and of Countries alter every Day ; thofe Penalties and For- 
feitures, to which the People were fubje£l by thofe Laws 
Mobile fubfifting, may now be extravagant, may now be ab* 
folutely in con Silent with the Freedom t>f the People, though 
they were not fo when thofe Laws were firtt made j and 
therefore there having been once fuch Penalties and Forfei- 
tures eftabliihed, cannot aiford us the feaft Pretence for de- 
par tmg from an Atident Cuilom, which has been fo long ob- 
served, and has always been deemed abfolutely ncceflary for 
th^ Prefervation of the Liberties and Privileges of this Na- 
tion. For which Reafon, Sir, I fhall be for the withdrawing 
of this Bill* and rcfuming the Confidcrailon of ihb Affair in 
the Committee of Ways and Means.' 

To this Sir Robert Walpole made the following Anfwer : 
Sir, 

' I have been long accuftomed to be affronted and hifult* 
cd, both within Doors and without ; but while my Intenti- 
ons are good^ while my only Aim is to fervc my Country to 
the beft of my Knowledge, and to the utmoll of my Power, 
I Oiall always dliregaxd the Rcfledioas that arc thrown out 

Vot, IL F{ M 
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Afina p Ceo, 11. by tKofe, whofc Sentiments or Views may be different from 
^m%t- . xnijie. Gentlemen may talk which way they pleafe about 
Blunders, but there wai no Blunder, nor any bad Defign in 
the hrH or fecond Draught of the Refolution pa fled in the 
Uomrnittfe of Ways and Means, nor in the drawing up of 
the Bill which has been brought in, in purfuance of that 
Resolution. Even by the fiiit Draught of that Rcfc tation^ 
there was no Fart of the Nation, but what was fubjefted ta 
the Duties propofed to be laid upon Sak: There weie ibme 
Doubts then llarted, which were, in my Opinion, without 
any Foundation : However, to faiisfy thofe Gentlemen who 
had raifed fiich Doubts, fome Words were immediately add* 
cd, which, according to their own Confeifion, put the Matter 
out of Difpute : And even the Cafe which is now pretended 
to be a Blunder, was under Con fi deration, and the Words of 
the Refolution were concerted fo as to prevent this, or any 
reafonable Exceptions being taken to the Bill w-^hen it ihould 
be brought in. The Words of the Refolution w^e came to 
in the Committee of Ways and Means were, ' That towards 

* raifing the Supply panted to his Majefty, the feveral 
' Duties on home-made Salt, granted to the late King William 
' and Queen Mary, by an A6t of the 5 th and 6th Years of 

* their Reign, for a 'l^erm of Years, and afterwards made 

* perpetual ; and alfo the additional Duties on Salt, grant- 
' ed by an A^ of the 9th and toth Years of his faid late 
' MajeHy King William, and all the Duties chargeable 
' on home-made Salt hi Great Britain, which hy an Ad of 
' the 3d Yearofhisprefent Majefty's Reign, ceafcd and dc- 
' determined on the ajth of Day of December 1730, be 

* revived ard granted to his Majelly, his Heirs and Succef- 

* fors, for the Term of three Years, from the a 5 th of March 

* next, 1732* I really fliould be glad to know what 
Words are wanting in this Refolution ; for my own part, I 
cannot imagine any one Word to be wanting, unlefs it be the 
Word a/ii/^ before the Word ^vh'th i but the leaving out 
even of this Word and was no Blunder ; even that Word 
was then under our Confideration, and it was judged, that it 
was better to leave it cwt. 

' I am fare, Sir, that there is no Man but muft upon the 
reading over of that Refolution conclude, that it refers to all 
and every one of the A£b any way relating to the Salt-Duty, 
which were repealed by the faid Aft of the 3d Year of his 
prefen t Maj d\y 's Re ign . The two A ft s o f Ki ng W i 11 la m and 
QueenMaryX^iidof King William's Reign J which are there 
par ticiilar ly mentioned, were the only two Afts of all thofe 
that are to be revived, by which any 'I'ax or Duty was laid 
upon the Subjcft. It had indeed been difcovered, th^t by 
Means of the Dnwbacks which were allowed upon the Ex- 
portation 
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portation of Herrmgs, a great many Frauds had been com- 
' Initted, and the Publick had been cheated out of very large 
Sums of Money j and therefore it was afterwards found ne- 
ceflfary to take ofFthofe Duties which by thofe Laws in King 
Wiliiain*s Time were paid upon all Salt ufed in tlie Curing of 
White Herrings ; and the fame were accordingly taken oiF, 
by an Ad of the 8th of the kte King, and a proportionable 
Duty was thereby laid upon White Herrings cured with Salt 
for Home-Coniumption : But is it nor plain that this was no 
new Duty ? it was no new Tax laid upon the People ; it was 
only a new Method of raifing the Duty upon fuch Salt as 
ibould be thereafter made u^fe gf in Salting of Herring.% and 
" therefore it was applied to the fame Purpofes, to which the 
* Duties upon Salt had been before applied i it was not look- 
ed on as a new Fund, nor was it applied to any new Pur- 
pofes ; nay it was fo much looked on as a Doty ilill remaiu- 
mg upon Salt, that when the Aiil wns made for abolishing the 
Duties upon Salt, this Duty upon Herrings was not fo much 
as mentioned in the Aft ; and yet by that Aft this Duty 
ceafed and was abolitbcd as well as all the other Duties upon 
Salt. It is therefore plain we do not tranfgrefs the Orders 
of this Houfe, or the ancient Method of Proceeding with re- 
. fpe^ to Taxes i there is no Tax by this Bill to be laid upon 
the People, but what was under our Confideration in the 
Committee of Supply, and particularly referred coin the Re- 
folution then made,' 

' As to the other A£^3 which arc to be revived by the BUI 
now before us, they were all made for the more regular raif- 
ing of that Duty, which had been kid on by the faid two 
. Atlsof the Efth and •6th of William and Mary, and the 9th 
and 1 oth of William, and for preventing the Frauds which 
might be committed with relation thereunto. When wc 
were in the G^mmittee of Ways and Means, and had had the 
Reviving of thofe Duties under our Confideratioa, could any 
Man then imagine that we were to revive thtife Duties, and 
yet not revive dl thofe Laws, which had bean made for the 
regular and fair raifmg of them ? No Man could form to 
himfelf fuch an abfurd Imagination* Thefe La^^'s were all 
repealed by the A61 of the Third of his prefent M:^jelly, and a» 
that Aft is particularly mentioned in the Relolution we came 
to, therefore we muft grant that every one of the Laws 
mentioned in this Bill to be revived are generally referred to 
in that Rcfolution. The very Nature of the Thing itfelf, as 
well as this general Reference, brought every one of thofe 
Laws ncccflarily under our Con fide ration ; and it is certain 
thatifany of us had had any Obje^lion to the Reviving of 
any of thofe Laws, fucb Obje^ion would then have bcL>n 
fiartcd, and would have been fully conlidcrtd ; but no m\* 
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ibnablc Obje£lton could then, or can now be made to the re- 
rivmg of any of diem, or of any Part of any of them. Surely 
no Man will fay, that it was ncceffary to mention particular- 
ly every one of thofe Laws m the Refolutton we then came 
to ; it was certainly enough to refer to them in general as 
repealeti by the A£l of the Third Year of his prefent Ma- 
jesty I foch References are frequent in the Refolutions of 
this Houfe ; it is what i^ done every Year with regard to the 
Mak-Taxj and yet the Malt-Tax A^ of the preceeding Year, 
is as much a dead Law, before the new one takes place, as 
any Law whatever. Every Ad that ever was pafled in this 
Houfc for raifing the Malt-Tax, is in every Claufe thereof 
as much a new Law as any A£l that is by this Bill to be re- 
vived, and therefore it cannot be feid that there is any Law 
now to be revived, but what was under our Confideration in 
the Committee of Supply, and is as much referred to by the 
Refolution we then cjime to, as is ufual in fuch Cafes, accord- 
ing to the ancient Method of Procoeding in ail fuch Affairs. 

* Even as to Laws inflicting Pains and Penakies upon the 
Subjed, wc know, that it is the common Praftice of this 
Houfe to revive fuch Lawd by a Genera! Refolution ; it is 
praflifed every Year ; Laws expiring or expired are continued 
or revived by General Refolutions and General Claufes, 
without any new Recital of the whole Aft foto be continued 
or revived, or leavii.g the Penal lies blank to be filled up 
when the Houfe goes into a Comroittee upon the Bill^ which 
is brought in for the continuing or reviving of fuch Laws; 
there are J I believe. Sir, a hundred fuch Precedents in the 
Journals of this Houfe. The making of a general Recital 
of the Laws to be revived by this Bill, is only making a fliorc 
Billjin place of a Book as large as the Ijind-Tax Bill. In my 
Opinion, there was not an abiblute Neceffity even to have 
mentioned in this BiU &ftry Law that was to be thereby re- 
vived ; a general Revival of all the Laws repealed by the 
Aft of the Third of his. prefent Majelty would have been 
enough i even fuch a general Revival would not have been 
contrary to any of the Orders of this Houfe i but it was 
thought proper to mention every Law particularly, that no 
Man might have it to fay, that he was catched, or that 
any thing was fec:etly foiited in, or included under the gene- 
ral Words of the Bill, which was not under Confideration at 
the Time the Bill was pafied ' 

Uf w W^ftdUta, P^r William Wyndiiam fpoke next. d 

Sir, f 

* As to this Tax upon Salt, I mull ftill fay, that I cannoC 
but look upun it as a very great Grievance upon the poor 
of this Nation. The poorcll Labourer confumes for his own 
Fcrfonal Ufe as much, nay more Salt than any Member of 
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this Houfe, or any rich Man in the Nation, and therefore Ajiao^.^CrtU. 
we muJl reckon that the Poor pay as much as the Rich: ^*^ *** 
There are but very few of the poor Labourers and Trader- 
men that live in the FamiUcs of thofe that employ them, 
they generally live upon the daiJy Wages they receive, and 
it is very hard to make fuch a poor Man pay out of the 
floor Pittance of Wages he receives for his daily Support, as 
much towards the Puhlick Expence, as is paid by the richeft 
'Man in the Nation. We ought. Sir, to confider, that by 
taking from the Rich, we only diminirti their Luxury, but 
by fqueczlng from the Poor, we increafe their Mifery. This, 
Sir, moil be a moving Confideration to every Man that 
lias aivy Bowels of Compaffion towards his FelJow-Creatui'cs* 

' But, Sir, befides oppreiTmg the Poor, we are now, I find, 
to overturn the Method of Proceeding always obfcr\'ed in 
this Houfe in the like Cafes. This, Sir, is of the uDnoIl 
Confequence to the very Being of our Conllitution. The 
ancient Ordeis of this Houfe ought moll pundually to be ob- 
ferved. Some of them may perhaps feem to be of little 
Coafequence ; But if we fall into a Way of breaking thro' 
them upon flight Occafions wc jhall foon fall into Confu- 
fion i then indeed we may probably difcover, that thofe Or- 
ders which we now think to be trivial, w^ere of the utnioil 
Confequence ; but then it will be too Utc, I am rcaly fur- 
prized to hear it faid, that a Tax upon White Herrings is 
a lax upon Salt : We may as well i^y^ that a Duty upon 
Fifh, is a Duty upon Flefli, or that Filh h Flefli : And if 
we once come to give fuch a blind and implkit AiTent to 
the Di£!afes or AiTenions of any Man breathing, we may 
Jiave Freedom, we may have Liberty, but 1 am lijre it can- 
not then be faid, that we make any Ufe of the Freedom wc 
enjoy. We may perhips ntnv agree to this odd Propofi- 
tion, that a Duty apon Fifh i^ a Duty upon Salt j but I am 
fure this Houfe was of a different Opinion when this Du- 
ty was taken off of tiie Salt, and iaid upon White Herrings; 
it was then looked upon as a quite different Duty^ and there- 
fore the laying on of thi^j Duty upon White Herrings, was 
firfl taken into Confiderrtion in the Committee of Ways 
^nd Means, and a Re(blution was there made for the bying 
cm of this Duty upon White Hefrlngs cured for Home* 
Confumption, in the Place of the Duty that had been 
before laid upon the Salt with which they were cured. If 
It had not then been looked on as a different Duty, there 
was no Neceility for having taken it into our Confideta- 
tion in the Gommittee for Way^i and Means, or for ouf 
having made a Refolution in that Committee before any Bill 
could be brought in for that Purpofe. 

* But it fecm&j Sir, this Tax upon Heirings, or the Tax 



upon Salt, has fitjce that Time changed its Nature ; ht t 
Bill I find is now brought in for reviving the Duty upoft 
White Herrings, in FuHUance of a Refoktion of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means for reviving the Duties upon 
Salt, laid on by two A£ts, in that Refolution particularly men- 
tioned ] in neither of which is there one Word mentioned 
C>f any Duty upon White Herrings : This Pretence might 
perhaps have admitted offome Shew of Reafon» if neither 
of thefe Afts had been mentioned ; if we had in general 
fefolved to revive the fcveral Duties on home-mruie Salt, 
which by an A ^ of the 3d of his prefent Majeiiy's Rei^ 
ceafed and determined, fiich a general Refolution might have 
perhaps afforded fomc Pretence for reviving this Duty upon 
White Herrings, but even in that Cafe the Pretence would 
have been a v^ry lame one ; for in order 10 include this 
Tax upon Herrings J we ought to have made our Refolution 
ftill more general ; we ought to have refolved, to revive 
the feveral Duties which by the Ad. of the 3d of his pre- 
fent Majefty ceafed and determined, without the inferting of 
thofe Words Hf^me-mn^e Sulf ; for by the inferting of thofe 
Words, we confined the general Reference after- mentioned 
to the Duties on home-made Salt only, and by the infen- 
ing particularly thofe Laws of King William's Reign, we 
fiill more ftrongly confined our felves to thofe Duties^ eveti 
€n home-made Salt, which were laid on by thofe two A^ 
only : If there had been any additional Duty laid even upon 
Salt by any other Aft, furely no Man wifl fay, that by our 
Refolution, fuch a Duty could have been revived, though 
the fame had ceafed and determined by the A£t of the 3d 
of his prefent Majclty. Nor is it any Argument for proving 
this Dut)" upon FiJh, to be a Duty upon Salt, that it ceafed 
and determined by the fame Law by which the Duties upon 
Salt were taken oif, though in that Law there was no Men- 
tion mad^ of the Duty upon White Herrings ; becaufe by 
the very A£l which etkblilhes this Duty upon White Her- 
rings, there is an exprefs Provifion^ that this Duty upon 
Herrings fhould ceafe and deterinine as foon as the Duty 
upon Salt Should be taken off, or in Proportion, in cafe any 
Pare of the Duty upon Siilt iliotild be taken ofF, BS every Gen- 
tleman may fee who has a Mind to perufe the A£l of tic 
8th of his late Majclly, by which this Duty upon Herrings 
was fir ft eibblifhed. 

* It has been pretended, that Precedents may be found in 
the Journahof this Houfe for warranting the Method of re- 
viving Laws, which is now contended fori I do not Ejelieve 
that any fuch Precedent can be found. An obfolete Law 
miiy without doubt be revived bv a new Law. A Law re- 
pealed may be revived^ by repealiti^ of *hat Law, by whicb 
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it was repealed i But I do not bdlev" that ever any Law 
was revived, till after the Houfe had takrn fuch Law parti- 
cularly into their Confideration in fome4brt of Committee 
or another. The expired or expiring Laws are never re- 
vived or continued till they have been feveralJy and par- 
tici2k^.!*iy examined and confide red of in a Committee, and 
a particular Refoktion mnde as to each : Do not we every 
Year nanrte a Commitcee for infpedmg into the Laws ex- 
pired or nes^r expiring, and for confidering which of them, 
and what Parts of e^kf are fit to be i«vived or conti- 
nued ? Does nat that Committee examine every one of them 
parLicularly^ and come to a Jiefolution upon each Law by 
itfelf } Are not thofe Refolutions reported to the Houfe ? 
Then the Houfe takes every one of thofe Refoludoixs fe- 
parately into Confideration^ and orders a Bill or Bills to be 
brought in, in Purfuance of fuch of the RcfoJuttom as are 
agreS unto by the Houfe^ Every Member of this Houfe 
^Jmows that this is the canlbnt Method of continuing or re- 
viving the Laws that are expiring or expired. And h not 
ihis dire<5l!y contrary to the Method we are now about f Can 
any Man lay, that any one of the Laws to be revived hf 
this Bill, was ever taken into Con fi deration by any Com- 
mittee of this Houfe, or thiil any Rcfolution has been made 
and agreed to for reviving all or any one of them ? There 
was not fo much as one of them mentioned in the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, when we had the reviving «f 
the Dutks upon Salt under our Confideratton. They are 
neither generally nor particularly referred to in the Refolu- 
don we then came 10. In the whole Rcfolution, there is not 
much as one Word mentioned of the reviving any Law 
vhacever ; we refolved only upon reviving of the Duties, 
jve did not fo much as think of reviving apy of the Laws 
fielating to the col left ing of fuch Duties. That ought to 
kiiave been the Aftair of another Day ; we ought to have taken 
I every one of them feparately into our Con£deration, in order 
Vto have determined which of them were proper to have been 
'revived ; and we ought to have^ come to a particular Re- 
kiblution as to each ; and then in Purfuance of all thofe Re- 
|/olutions, fuch a BiJl as the prefent might have been legu* 
5 larly brought in. 

* As to the Ma!t-Tax-Bin, there is no fort of Parallel. U 
is true, the Mak-Tax-A6l of the preceding Year muil cer- 
Liinly be expired before tJie new one can take Place ; but 
while the new Bill is under the Confideration of the Houfe, 
the old is fubfiiUng : Yet even in that Cafe we do not lay any 
Tax upon the Subje^, till it has been, particularly before m 
in the Committee of Ways nnd Meatus. We there take ail 

[e Duties laid on by the former Bill psarticularly into ouf 
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CoT^fidcratioii, and tHe Refolutioti we always come to if* 
that the fame Duties fliall be raifed upon Malt, &c, which 
were raifed by fuch a former Attj particularly therein refer- 
red to i upon this Refolution a new Bill is brought in for 
coniinuing the fame Duties : This new Bill is indeed genc- 
lally much the fame with the former j but in this Cafe 
there is no repeaJcd or expired Law revived : The Bill ia 
entirely new, and whatever Penalties or Forfeitures are there- 
by to be infltded upon the Subjedl, are left blank to be 
filled up when the Houfe goes into a Committee upon tJie 
Bill : The fame Penalties are indeed generally iilled up, but 
not tdl the Houfe has an Opportunity to examine tJsem in 
^ Committee upon the Bill : This fhews that the Method of 
poceeding as to the Malt-Tax-Bill can be no Precedent, 
nor any Authority for the Bill now before us, by which 
z great ininy L^ws are to be revived, which were never 
infpefted or confidered by any Committee of this Houfe, 
Penalties are m be inflicted upoti the Subject, without leav- 
ing it in the Power of the Houfe to examine them when 
they go into a Committee upon the Bill ; and a Tax is to 
be laid upon the Subjed, without its having been confider- 
ed of, or lefolved upon in the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

* I would be glad to know how it was poiHUe for any 
Member of this Houfe, when we were in the Comniittee of 
Ways and Mf ans, to make any Obje^ion againll any of 
thofe Laws which are by this Bill to be revived : There was 
not one of them fo much as mentioned at that Time ; no 
Man thai propofed the reviving of any one of them ; how 
then was it poffible to ftart any Objtftion thereunto ? T be- 
lieve till thiii Bill was brought in, no Man dream 'd of fuch 
Laws being to be revived ; and now it is too late to make 
any Objeftions : This Bill will be pa fled, before any Man can 
have time to perufe and confidcr all thofe Laws that are 
thereby to be revived ; this alone may fliew the Tfregul.srity 
and Inconvenience of the prefent Method of proceeding : 
This (hews what a dangerous Precedent we are about to make 
for thofe that come after us : A Precedent, Sir, that will be 
an eternal Reproach upon this Seflion of Parliament^ and a 
Precedent that our lateA Poltcrity will have Cade to com- 
plain of 

Hereupon Mr Clayton faid. 
Sir, 

^ I fhall take Notice only of one thing relating to the De- 
bate. It is well known, that upon the Death of every King, 
all thofe Dudes which had been granted for the Support of 
the Civil Lifl, e:vpireti of Courfe, and are in the Cafe as if 
fio fuch Btities had ever bscn graated j and yet the very firft 
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parliament next after the AcceJIion of a SucceiTor, thofe very Amoj. ceo. u. 
Ducics arc all revived, and are fettled upon the Succeflbr, ^ , — * — ' 1 
for his Life, by a general Bill: It h no way thought nc- ~ 

ceffsLiy to bring in a parriciilar Bill for every Duty that is 
then to be revived* This, Sir, is an Argument for the pre- 
fcnt Method of Proceeding, to which 1 dtfy any Man to 
give a fuffident Arifwer. 

Upon tliis Mr VViJircr Planner Rood up, and faid, Mr piitmcr* 

Sii', 

* From this very Debate it appears plain to me^ that we 
are in iome doubt, whether we are regular in our prefent 
Method of Pfoceeding or not ; I am perfuaded that if there 
was no Doubt in the Cafe, if there were no plaufible 
Realon for fufpe£ling the Regularity and Order of our 
Proceedings as to the Bill now before us, the Right Ho- 
nour-ible Member on the Floor would not have tal^en fo 
inuch Fains to explain the Cafe to u^ ; and I mull think. 
Sir, that in an Affair of fo great Confequence, an Af- 
fair of as great Confequencc as any that ever did, or ever 
cap come before this Houfe, the leal I Doubt as to the Regu- 
larity of our Proceedings, the leaft Sufplcion of our being got 
into any Mcthud contrary to the ancient Orders of this 
Houfe, ought to be a fufRcient and a prevailing Argument 
for the withdrawing of this Biil, and for our refuming the 
Confederation of tlus AfFdir in the Committee of Ways nnd 
Means. It is no Scandal, Sir^ for us, or for any Man to own 
that he has been in a Mifeke; the wifeft Men are not 
fnfelhble ; bat for Men to perfilt in a Miilake^ after it is 
difcovered, or even after they begin to doubt whether they 
are in a Miilake or no^ does not favour much of Wifdom, 
more efpccially in an Affair which may be fo eafily rcdlifi- 
cd. This SelTion of Parliament mull continue fitting for 
fome confiderablc Time as yet ; and as we have Time enough, 
I can fee no Reafon why this Affair may not be brought 
again before the Committee of Ways and Means, where all 
Millakes, if any be, may he c«rre£ted, and even all future 
Dotibts or Difputes, as to Regularity and Method, may be 
obviated, 

* As to what the worthy Member who fpoke lafl obferred 
about the Civil Lilt Duties, itmuft be granted, that they expire 
at the Death ofcvtry Kjng; and. Sir, it mult likewife be 
granied, that fince the firll El!iblifhment of fuch Duties, they 

^ nave all been molt punctually revived by the ver)^ £rrt Par^ 
liament after the Acceflion of the next Succeflbr. But in 
what manner ? Why, Sir, by the Houfe's taking them one 
by one under Conftderation in a Committee^ and coming to a 
particular Rcfoluiion as to every one: Thea indeed one 
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general Bill is ordered to be brought in, in Purfuance of all 
thefe particular Refolations : Eat is not this, ^h^ a Method 
of Proceeding quite diffi^rent from the Method we are now 
in? If thole Civil Lilt Duties had ever been revived by a 
general Refolution, and a great many expired or repealed 
Penal Laws, relating to the CoUeftirg of them, revived by 
a general Rei:erence in the new Bill, without being niendoneit 
in the Refolution of the Committee, then an Argument 
might have been from thence drawn for the Regularity of 
otir prefent Method of Proceeding ; but as there never was 
any fiich thing pretended to be done in the reviving of thofe 
Civil Lift Daties, I am of Opinion, that the ufual Method 
of Prooeedlng with refpeft to the Revived of them, is a very 
ftrong Argument againil the Regularity of the Method wc 
are now in, with reiped to this favourite Scheme of reviving 
the Datks upon Salt. And thus. Sir, I la ope, I have given 
a fufficient Anfwer to the Argumeat made ufe of by the 
Gentleman who fpoke laft. But, Sir, as to the Duty Jtfelf, 
I am furprized that there (hould be any farther Difpute 
about it, for it really appears to me, tJiat every Man in tiys 
Houfe is againit it : Even of thofe who at iirlt feemed to be 
for it fome have fmce acknowledged, that it will be an into- 
Serable Grievance upon tiie People in Scotland i and the reft 
have ackno^^^ledgedj that it w^ill be liable to a great many 
Friuds : Sir, I cannot think that 3.ny Man, who thinks this 
Duty an irt tolerable Grievance upon Scotland, will be for 
reviving it ; and we have fo many fraudulent Practices aK 
ready in this Kingdom, that I cannot think any Man will be 
for reviving a Duty which he thmks will increafe them. 
At this rate. Sir, I cannot really perceive that any Man ia 
tins Houfe is #or the Duty i why therefore ihould w^ dif- 
pute any longer about the Method of reviving this Duty, 
iince ^very Man, that has fpoke in the Debate, has given a 
good Heafon for his being againft the Duty itfel/T 



ji^iMxn liaik'"' Tiifl Debate being over, the Bill was read a fecond Time, 
J^SiS*"* '" ^^^ ^ Motion being made for the committing thereof, and 
the Question being put, it was carried in the Affirmative. 
hy 209 a^infl; 1 54 j and it was refolved, That the Houfe 
would refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe^ 
upon the faid BtlJ, on the 8 th Inftant. 

March 7, Mr RoUe pre fen ted, according to Order, a 
Bill, for amending and making more cffcdual an A&. made 
fl m^iF^^'kui-hriiri the 9th Year of die Reign of Queen 'Anne, intitled, Jjt 
tJj^^'^' ^^ fi^ M'^^^^'g '^^ ^^'^^^^ ^f P^rimmems, By the far^ 
firitTimc, ily^r ^ali/jing the Members tgfit in the Houfe efCommam ; 

which was read the firft Time, and ordered to be read a fe- 
cond Time, 

The 
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^he fame Day two Bills were brought in, relating to ^^^'J^^^^'"* 
George Robin Ton and John Thomproo, purfuant to an Or* v„,-Aj— \^ 
dcr of the 25th of Februar)^, which were both read twice ThcEiiLi rebing 
and eominitted i It was alfo ordered, That the Committee do Jbi la^jotiii "^ 
m^e die faid two Bills into one, ^uT^"" ""*' 

Man^j 8. After the Order of the Day was read, for the 
Houfc to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole V^^ ***'?'«' '? * 
Houfe on the Salt-Bill, it was moved and ordered, without pm^KLi SSr'r Ia 
any Divifion, That it fhould be an InitruOion to the faid ^''''^''^^^■ 
Committee, that they fhould have Power to receive a Claufe 
of Credit. Thtn the Country Party moved » ' That it ftiould D^baTc corKemini 

be an Inflruftion to the faicS Committee, that they fhould 

have Power to receive a Cbafc to reftrain any Perfon, during 
the Time he fhall be concerned or employed in the charging, 
colJe£ting, levying, or managing any of the Duties to be 
granted by the laid Bill, from being a Remrning OIHcer, 
or voting, or influencing any Eltdor to vote, in Eleftiona 
of Members to ferve in Parliament,' which palTed in the 
Negative. Then it was movM, * That it Ibould be an la- 
ftruftion to the faid Committee, that they Jhould have Power 
to receive a Claufe, to exempt from the Duties to be laid by 
the faid Billj all home-made Salt ufed in vidlualling Ships, 
which having like wife a Negative put upon it, the Coun- 
try Party moved again^ * That it fhould be an Inllru^on 
to the faid Committee, that they fhould have Power to 
receive a Claufe, that the Potters might be ^Irjwed a Draw- 
back of the Duty upon all Salt ufed in glazing their Ear- 
then-Ware : * And alfo, * That it lliould be an rnftru£lion 
to the faid Committee, that they ftiouid hiVe Power to re- 
ceive a Claufe, that Salt ufed for manuring of Land fhould 
be exempt from the Duties to be laid by the faid Bill/ like- 
wife, * That it (hould be an Iiiilru^ion to the faid Com- 
mittee, chat they fhould have Power to receive a Claufe 
to fix the Aifize of all Salt, which fhould be fold before 
the Duties laid by the faid Bill fliDutd take Place/ All 
thefc Motions met with the fame Fate with the former, but 
it was ordered, * That the Committee ihould have Power 
to receive a Claufe to make void all Bargains then fubfiiting 
for the Delivery of Salt at any future Time, Then the 
Houfe refolv^d itfelf into tlie faid Committee ; and Mr. 
Speaker refumed the Chair : After which it was refolv'd. 
That the Houfe fhould again refolve itfelf into a Commit 
tte of the whole Houfe, on the 10th, to conftder farther 
of the faid Bill, 

March 10. The above Order being read, a Motion was 
made, * That it ihould be an Inllrui^ion to the faid Com- 
mittee, that they ihould have a Power to receive a Qaufe 
10 exempt from the Duties, to be laid by the faid BUI, Salt 
G g a ylVd 
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ufcd in d re fling and curing of LeatKer : And alfo, * That 
it fliould be an Inllriitlion to the faid Committee, to ex- 
empt from the Duties, to be laid by the fnid Bill, Sak afed 
in making Glaft and Glafs Bottles ; ' but the ^tiellion being 
put upon both thefe Motions, it was carried in ttit; Negative- 
Then it was ordered, without a Divifion, That the Com- 
mittee fhould have Power to recei^x a Clanfet for allowing 
Ftfh cured with Scots Salt to be brought from Scotland into 
England, the Perfon or Perfons, who Ihal^ bring the fame, 
paying fuch Duties upon bringing in fach Fifli, at the Port 
il is brought to, as, added to the Duty payable upon Salt 
made in Scotland, ihould amount to the full Duty payable 
in England, for the Quantity of Salt neceffiiry for curing 
fuch Filk After this the Houfe refolvcd itfelf into the 
fa id Committee, and ^ en t through the Bill, and the Speaker 
having re fumed the Chair, the Report was ordered to be 
received on the 2orh, 

March 13. The Bill a|ainft George Robinfon and John 
Thompfon was read a tnird Time, and fent up co the 
Lords, where it pafs*d v^ry fpeedily, and on the ioth In- 
Ibmt had the Royal A (Tent. 

March 15. The Sugar- Colony Bill was read the thiid 
Time, and pafs'd, and Mr Wifinington was ordered to carry 
it up to the Lords^ where it was dropt as it had been in the 
preceding SciTion. 

March z i . The Salt-Bill was read the third Time, and a 
Motion bemg made tjiat the fame do pafs, and the QuelHon 
being put thereupon, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 
207 sigainll 135. 

March z2. Lord Gage reported from the Committee ap* 
pointed to inquire into tiie fraudulent Sale of the late Earl 
of Derwentwater's Eftate, that they had examinM the Books, 
Papers, Arc. referred to them, and had agreed upon a Re- 
port, with an Appendix, which he read in his Place» Then 
it WAS ordered. That the faid Report and Appendix be 
printed. 

Mitrth 23, The Bill, Far the Better fecuring the Freedom 
(sf Pariiammts^ hy farther ^alifym^ Members to Jit w the 
Houfe of Commons, was read the third Time, and the Que- 
ftion being put, that the Bill do pafs, it was carried in the 
Negative, by 66 Votes again ft 60. 

Then a Motion was made. That a Committee be appointed 
to inquire, whether any Member of that Houfe did fit in the 
Houfe contrary to Law ; but the Queflion being put, it ^ 
pailed in the Negative, by 83 Votes againfl 37. 

March, 30. The Report prefenicd by the Lord Gage on 
the zzA Ii^ilant^ was read, and taken into Confideration, 
whereupon it was refQlvcd, Nem. Cm. L That on the 3otJi 
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of l^ly, tjzif Matthew WhitCj Efq; was deckfed the Pur- 
cha.ler of an Annuity of 200 h during the Life of Charles 
Ratclifir, iffmng otit of the Eftate of James bee Earl ofDer- 
wentvvarer^ with all the Arrears thereof from his Attainder, 
for 1201 L IS, without dae Notice of Time or Pkcc for 
expoling fuch Annuity to Sale, and without the Prefence 
of a fuffic^ent Number of Commiflioners and Truftees, as 
[required by the Aft appointing fuch Commiirioners and 
iTrullces, II. That William Smith, Efqj did on the nth 
ay of July 1723, for the ConCderatvon of 1060 1, contraft 
"^ibr an Eibte of James late Earl of Diirwentwaterj mentioned, 
in a Particular publifhed by the faid Commifiioners and Tru- 
fteei, to be of the annual Value of 50J3I fuhje€l to the 
Annuities and Incumbrances in the faid Particular men- 
tioned, and 10 be fold during the Continuance of an Eilate 
in Tail-MaJe> vefled in Charles Ratcl ifFe in Remainder^ Ex- 
pcLtant on the Death of John Ratcliffe under Age, and 
without liTue-Male, which Contraft was, on the 30th of the 
fame July, vacated and torn out of the Book of Contra^* 
and a new one then procured and dated as on the 1 1 th, 
by which the faid William Smith not only obtained the 
faid Remainder in Tail, but alfo the Reverfion in Fee of 
the faid Eilate for the fame Sum of 1 060 1. although a fuf- 
ficicnt Number of Commiflioners and Truilees, as required 
hy Aft of Parliament^ was not prefent either on the 1 1 th 
or joth of the faid July, nor had any Notice been given 
of expofing to Sale the Reverfion in Fee of the faid Eilate, 
IIL That Matthew White and William Smith, Efqs; were 
prefent on the 30th of the faid July, when Samuel Allen, 
Secretary to the faid CommiiEoners and Truilees, figned the 
Names of Sir Thomas Hales and Sir John Eyles to the 
refpedlive pretended Contnifls, made with the faid White 
and Smith on the faid 30th of July, wherf no CommilEo- 
ner and l>uJlee, but Dennis Bond, Efq; and John Birch, 
Serjeant at Law, were prefent. IV. That the con trading 
for the Sale of the aforefaid Eftates, by a Icfs Number of 
the CoramilTioners and Truftees than Four, and the not giv- 
ing Fifteen Days Notice at leaft of fuch Sales, was a ma- 
nifeft Violation of the Aft of Parliament lor the Sale of 
the faid Eltates, highly injurious to the Publick, and a no- 
torious Breach of ttie Trull repofed in fuch Commiffioners 
and Truftees, 

Upon thefe Refoktions it was ordered. That Leave ftiould 
be given to bring in a Bill to declare and make void the fe- 
vend Contrafis and the Conveyances made in Purfuance 
thereof, of the Eftate of James late Earl of Der went water, to 
William Smith, Efq; and alfoof the Anndry of 200 L dur- 
ing 
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tmo s c«- n. ing the Life of Charles Ratdiffc, with the Arrears ther^ofi 
^.JJ^X.^ to iMatthew White, E{qi 
TJicH.iiii; rdojp^e AftcF this thc Houfc refolvcd, AVjw. C&Tf. That jmf 
SifJfSrcTfoJfdJ^ Comniiflioner and Truilee, appointed by the faid A£l of 
S2rS'crS£^'''t» Parliament, diwajng or permittiag the Secretary of ihe Com- 
fi£n ihe Nann: of mlflian, OF any other Pcrfon, to fign the Name of any ab- 
fioocr, a RiSiiJ'uf fent Commiflioner nnd Trultee, in order to make up the 
.urtadiofTmft. j^^u^ber of Commiffianers artd Trafiees required by thefaid 
A£l, to any Sale, Contra^, or other Proceedings, was guil- 
ty of a Vioktion of the faid A£l, and of an high Breach 
of TruJl. 
litUitcontttmnt Then a Motion was made to refolve. That any all- 
J°a.^'TL^;i!!^^'^'='^^ Commimrjner and Truftee appointed by the faid Aa of 
fen^'iS^ ^ Parliament, im powering any Perfon to fign his Name for 
him^ in order to ihake up the Number of CommiJfioners 
and Trullees required by the faid Adl, to Matters of Form 
in Proceedings under tlie faid Aftj was guilty of a greut Ir- 
regularity in the Execution of the faid Atl : But many Mem- 
bers being of Opinion, That it was as great a V^iolation of 
the A£t, and as high a Breach of Trtift, for any abfent Com- 
mifTtaner to iinpower any Perfon to fign his Name for him, 
in order to make up the Nitmber of Commiifioncrs rc^juired, 
as it was for any Commiflioner prefent to dircflor permit 
any other Pcrfon to fign the Name of any abfent CommiiHo' 
ner» in order to make up the Number of Commiflioners pre- 
fent J the faid Motion was warmly opposed : However^ after 
a long Debate, the Question was put, and it was carried for 
the Motion, by 175 Votes again ft 140. 
hsmjA BoDd, Efi^j That Part of the Committee's Report, which related 
^^^«StS;i»?c?'to Denms Bond, Efq; Member for Poole, being read, it 
was refolv'd. That he was guilty of a notorious Breach of 
Truft, as a CommiiTioner for Sale of die forfeited Efbtes, 
and that he be for the faid OiFencc expeli*d the Houfe. 
The fame Refolutions were made with re^rd to Serjeant 
Birch, Member for Weobly, aad he waa alfo expcllM the 
Koufe. 

J?^Sf ^^^™-" '^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ *^^ Report which related to Sir John 
it^uuriiy; knd Eylcs^ Member for London, was read, and the Recital of a 
ptr^jvie^ bJliAT Conve)^ance entered in a Book belonging 10 the faid Com- 
^***^'* miffioners and Tmfiees was read i then it was refuJved, 

That he was guilty of- a great Irregularity as a Commiffio- 
ner and Truftee for Sale of the forfeited Eibtes for the Ufe 
of the Publick, by impuwering Mr Samuel Allen, Secreta- 
ry of the ConimiiTioners and Truftees for the Sale of the 
faid Efbite, to fign his the faid Sir John Eyles's Name, when 
abfent, in order to make up the Number of CommiiTionerB 
and Troika requijed by A£t of Parliament^ to Matters of 

Form 
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Form in Proceedings under the faid A£l. .And it was orr Anno ^ Geo. u, 
der'd, That he fhould for his • faid Offence be reprimanded '^^*' 
in his .Place by the Speaker, and that he Ihould attend the 
Houfe m his Place the next Morning. 

March 31. The Speaker reprimanded Sir John Eyles, as 
follows : 

Sir John Eyies, 

THE Houfe hatve come t4i a Rejblution^ that you fire The Speaker Re- 
guilty of a great Irregularity ^ as a Commifjioner and JolmEyi^ *" 
l^rufiee for Sale of the Forfeited Eftates for the Ufe of 
fbe Publicky by impotvering Mr Samuel Alletiy Secretary of 
the Commifjioners and Trufiees foil the Sale ofthefaid Efiates^ 
to fign your Name^ luhen abfent^ in order to make up the 
Number of Commifjioners and Trujiees required by A£i of 
Parliament, to Matters of Form, in Proceedings under the 
faid Aa, ■ , 

And have impofed a Command upon me, luhich is the only 
one, I can truly fay, that I ever received voith any Uneaft' 
nefs in the Place I novo fit ; not from any Doubt of the 
Jujlice of the Command, nor from any Unvjillingnefs in n^e 
to obey an Order of the Houfe ; but becaufe you. Sir, are un^ 
fortunately the SubjeB of it, for vohom I have alvjays had 
the greatefl'Perfonal Regard. 

The Offence you are guilty of having comt vjithin the No- 
tice of the Ho.ufe, it vjas impojjihle itjkould efcape their Cen- 
fure, as it had a Reference to a Trufl repofed in you ', reposed 
by Parliament ! the higheft and. moft facred Authority any 
SubjeQ of this Kingdom can a£t under ! and vuith a particu-. 
lar Confidence in you, and the others joitidvuith you, becaufe 
of the Relation you bore to the Parliament : ATrufi of great 
Importance, and vuhich required great Pain^ and Attention to - 
it, and for that a very confiderable Recompence nvas aj/jgned 
to you out of the publick Treafure. The Recompence^ Sir, 
you enjoyed ; but the Pains and Attention expeSed from you^ 
you faifd in, and illegally delegated your Trufiy in Inftances 
ivhere a f^lfe and fraudulent Ufe has been made of it. 

But, happy for you. Sir, it appears to the Houfe to have 
been a Matter rather of evil Example, than evil Intention 
in you ; for vihich Reafon, the Refolutions of the Houfe,, on 
this Occafion, have a Mixture of Jufiice and Mercy ; and 
as ycur Offence vuill alvuays juftify the Cenfure of the Houfe 
upon you J let it be your Care, Sir,' that your future Beha-r 
<uiour always jufiify the Lenity of the Houfe to you. Let the 
Jujlice of the Houfe make you fear, and the Clemency of the 
Houfe make it a Matter of iorrovo in you to offend a^ain. 

This Scvfe, I perfuade myfelf, you have of the Judgment 
fie Houfe has pafs^d upon you i , nxhicb is, That I repri- 
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upon me the Animadvcrlions and Ccufure of this 
Hotife I un Offence^ which at the Time of commitCiag 

* it, I had icsrre any Idea of bring fubje6"l to blame for^ 

* I am now made truly fenfible of it, piid thejirong ^jid 

* lively Colours in which you. Sir, have drawn it, will be 
' to me a lalling Memento of future Caution. 

'The Judgment the Houfe has pafled upon me I endure 
' with a dutiful SubmlfTion ; and you. Sir, having iliewn that 
' Tcndernefs and Humanity j which is agreeable to your Na- 
' tare, in pronouncing it, and thereby, in fome DegreCi 

* abated irs Bjgour i I cannot but exprefs my gnitefuJ and 

* finccre Acknowledgment to yourfelf, and alfo to the Houfe, 

* for their Favour in not carrying this Ccnfure to any farthei' 
^ Confet^uence,' 

^u^lc%^uto The Lord Gage, Chairman of the Committee appointed 
iteJ^menTi'lf *^ i^quirc into the fraudulent Sale of Lord Derwentwater's 
Eftate, having taken a great deal of Pains in that Affair, it 
was relolv'd, AVw, Csn. That the Thanks of this Houfe be 
given to his Lordfhip for the great Service he had the re by- 
done the Publick. Then it was ordered. That the Report 
of the faid Commiuee be printed. 

Jpri/ 3 . The Affair of George Robin fon and John Thorn p- 
^"jmdTwn'IupSi. fon occafioned a new Debate, for the Day being then pafled, 
on which Robinfon and Thompfon were to appear by the 
A 6 before-mentioned, {^Su p, 221 .] and neither of them, but 
particularly Robinfon, not having appeared or furrcndered him- 
felf in the Terms of tiie faid Atl ; it was moved. That he 
might be expelled : But fome of the Members took Notice, 
* That by the faid A 61, he might within the Time limited fur- 
render himfelf to either Houfe of Parliament ; and though 
he had not furrendcred to that Houfe, yet they did not know 
but diat he had furrcndered himfelf to the other i and there- 
fore they moved, That a Committee Jhould be appointed to 
infpea the Journals of the Lords, and to report to that 
Houfe, whether any and what Proceedings had been before 
the tords in Confequence of an A£t pafled that Seflion, in- 
titled. An Ab H citcmirngi and tempt i George R&hhfin, Efqi 
find John Thcmpjm ta upptar^ &C. But to this it was an- 
i^ttoA^ * Tliat according to the Terms of the faid Ad^ the 
iud Kotiiiifon might have furrcndered himfelf to the othe^ 
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Houfe^ an4 might thereby have freed hi'mfelf from th^ Pains, 

to which he was by the faid ABt fabjefted, in cafe of his ml 

'peariTig and furrendering ; but ihib they had nothing to 
with, when they came to confidcr whether or no he 

ight to be cxpcUM ; bccaufe in that QueAioit^ the only Point 
be confidcr'd of was, whether, or no he hnd attended 
the Service of the Houfe according to Order ; if he had, 
it would appear by his anfwcring for himfelf in his Pkce, or 
by fomc MemberVs rifing up and making an Excufe for him i 
if he had not, he was guilty of a high Coi?tenipt of the 
Orders and Authofity of that Houfe, for which he ought to 
be expelled ; and that therefore they had not in the prtfent 
Quellion any Builnefs with the Journals of the other Houfe,' 
At I ail the QueiUon was put upon this Motion, and it was 
carried in the Ncgiaclve. Then the Houfe came to a Refolu* 
tion, Nem. C&h. That George Robinfonp Efq; having been 
charged in Parliament with being privy to, and concerned in 
many indtrefl and fraudulent Pradic^, in the Management 
of the Afikirs of the Chart cable Corporation for Relief of 
induftrious Poor, by afliiling them with fmall Sums upon 
Pledges at legal Interdl ; and with having got into hh 
Hands very large Sums of Money belongiug to the fald Cor- 
poration ; and being returned a Burgefs to ferve in this pre- 
sent Parliament for the Borough oi' Great Marlow, in the 
County of Bucka^ and having never attended the Service 
of the Houfe, although retfuired fo to do^ was guiJty of a 
hign Contempt of the Orders and Authority of the Houfe* 
Then It was likewife refolvwl, Nem. Cqh. That the fald p4'J'JirS"S" 
Ceor^e Robinfon, Efqi (hould be for his fa id Offence ex- iJ^J^'^/^Cj^^.^JJ 
pellea the Houfe : And Mr Speaker was ordered to iffue cwpw^Ekn. 
Jiis Warrant for making out a new Writ for the faid 
Bofough of Marlow^ in his Place. 

The fame Day the Houfe refoIvM itfelf into a Commit- 
tee of the whole Houfe, to confider farther of the Supply; 
and the Eftimatcs of the feveral Sums of Money due to tho- 
King of Denmark^ by virtue of Im Jate Mrijeily's Declara- 
tion to that Purpofe, for the Agio or Difierence of ihe Sub- 
fidies payable to the Crown of Dcntuark* in purfuance of 
the Treaty between his Ute Bntannkk MBJclly, the moft 
ChriiUan King, and the King of Denmark, dated the ifitli 
of April 1727, together with feveral other Papers reladng 
to that Affair, were referred to the faid CommitCise. Then 
a Motion being madCi That the Sum of 22,694!. 7 s. 6d. ^1^41 71. 64 
be granted to make good the fcid Agio or DiiFerence ; the t'llJ^'^f oiifjjrii^ 
Jame was wanaLy oppofcd by feveral Members, but at M tt- / • i^^ cj ii'^ 
ihe Queftion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative. -u^uy ;:i «7]j^« 

jfyrii 4. The above Refolution being reported to the ' 
Houfe, a Matloa wa? made that the Houfe do agree witk^ 
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the Committee, which after foine Debate, was carried la 

the Aifi rmative, by zi6 Votes again/t 1 04. 

Jpni 6. Lord Gage prefented to the Houfe, a BiU, Ft^r 
making ^vvid tki fi^erai Co^tra^s far Sale of the late Eari^ 
of Dsrwumi'waitrs Eftau^ which was read tlie firft Time, 
and ordered to be read a fecond Time. 

Jprii 17, A Petition of William Smith, Efqi and Mat- 
thew White, Efq; was prefented to the Houfe, and read j 
praying to be heard by their Council again ft the fa id Bill^ 
which Pecitjons were ordered to lie upon the Table till the « 
fecond Reading thereof; and that the Petitioners might be 
then federally heard by their Counfel : Hereupon a Motion 
\v?.s made, TJmt the Witntiires^ who were to be examined for 
and againit the faid Bill at the iepond Reading thereofi 
fhonld be examined in the moit folemn Manner, This oc- 
cafioned a long Debate in the Houfe. Thofe that were 
againit the Qaeilion reprcfented, ' That the Honfe of Lords 
had always infiilcd upon it, that the Houfe of Commons, 
being no Court of Judicature, had not therefore a Power ta 
examine Witnellcs in the moft folemn Manner, at the Bar of 
their tjoufe : That though this Power had always been 
claimed and infifted upon by the Houle of Commons, yet 
it was a Point ftill in Difpute between the two Houfes : And 
that if the Honfe of Commons fhould ^pon that Occafion 
make ufe of this difpated Power, it would occafion a Breach 
fcetween the two Houfee, which mi^ht not only prove to be 
the Lafs of the Bill then under Confideradon, but might be 
of much worfe Confequence, by putting a full Stop to all 
ihe publick Bufmefs of the Nation ; it being well known, 
that whenever any Breach happened between the two Houfea, 
H proved always to be a very difficult and tedious Matter ta 
rc*eflabliih that Harmony, whkh ought always to fubM be- 
tween the two Houfes, and without which the publick Affairs 
of the Nation cannot be carried on ; fo that their coming 
to any fuch Refolution might intirely unhinge the Govern- 
ment, and throw the whole Kingdom into Con fufiom* 

Thofe Members upon the other hand, who were for the Que- 
fiion, declared the great Regard and Concern they had for the 
Bin then under Confideration, and for the publick Peace and 
<iuiet of the Nation ; but faid, ' That the true Method of pre- 
ferving the publick Quiet of the Nation was, for eacJi 
Houfe to take care to preferve thofe Powers and Privileges 
which properly belong to them ; for if that Houfe ihonld 
begin to yield up» or not exert a Power which they had al- 
ways enjoyed, only becaufe the other Houfe pretended to 
difpute their having any fuch Power, they might come at- 
laft to be ilript of all the Powers and Privileges they ever 
Jiad or could pretend to : TJiat it was w^U kaowu, that the 

Houfe 
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I Committees to examme Witnefles before them in the mofl 
folenm Manner ; and it was very odd to pretend , that the 
HoLife j'tfelf could not n^ake ufe of that Power which they 
ev^ry Day delegated co their Committees ; it was not to 
be prefumed, that ihe other Houfe would raife any fuch 
groundlefs Diipate : That it might perhaps be pretended, that 
as the Houfe of Commons was no Court of Judicature, they 
'could not therefore admin ilk r an Oath; but that was not 
mm to be brought into Queftion, becaufc they might get fuch 
of the Members as Were Jullices of the Peace to adminiiler 
the Oath to the WstneiTes, upon which Oath the WttnefTes 
might afterwards be examined at the Bar of the Houfe ; or 
they might get one of the Judges to come to the Speaker's 
Chamber to adminiAer the Oath to the WltnelTes, which 

* was no new or unheard-of Method of Proceeding ; for that 
' there was upon their Journals a Precedent for the fame, and 

^ that Method was then allowed of by the other Houfe with- 
out any Difpate : That even as to their having a Power of 

* adminilUing an Oath in the moft folemn Manner^ they 

* toped that there was no Member of tLit Houfe who doubted 
•thereof; and if it were to be brought into Difpute, it couhi 
^ be proved to the Conviction of all impartial Men ; That the 

* Houfe of Commons was certainly a Court of Record, their 
'•being fuch having been admitted of by the other Houfe in th^ 

mo ft folemn Manner, as appeared by the 6 th of Henry VII f^ 
Chap, J 6, By whicb it was cnaded, * That no Knight^ Sec* 

* fliould depart from the Parliament without the Licence of 
■** the Speaker and Commons in Parliament aflembled, to be 

* entered upon Record^ in the Clerk of the Parliament's 

* Book, on pain to lofe tlieir Wages.' That tliis was an in- 

I' difputable Tellimony of their being a Court of Record, and as 
'fuch they certainly had. a Power to adminifter an Oath in 
any Aifair which came properly before them, and upon 

I which it was ncceflary that Witncffes ihould be examined : 
•That as there was a Precedent for examining Witneffes in the 
•moit folemn Manner at the Bar of their Houfe » without 
bringing their Power of admin ill ring of Oaths into Difpute, 
if the prefcnt Queliion was agreed to^ they might follow 
that Precedent, and thereby prevent all OccaTion of Difference 
between the two Houfes.' 

Then the previous Que (lion being put. That the QueHion 

I 'be now put upon the (aid Motion, it piifled in the Negative. 
'The Majority of the Houfe, beirg Jcfirous to have the 
Bill paf&'d^ were unwilling to agree to any Motion that 
might create a Difference between the two Ho^ufes, and 
thereby hazard tiie Lofs of the Bill. 
_ H h z Jf>U 
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Afrii ao. Mr Sandys prdcnted to the Houfe a farther Re- 
port from the Committee appoinreJ to inquire into the Cha- 
ritable Corporation, which, with an Appendix, he read in 
his Place, and the fame wa5 ordered to bi; printed ; To dm 
therefore, which may be found in the POLITICAL 
STJTE for December 1732, We refer the inquifitive 
Reader for the tedious Farcictilar& of this iniquitous Tranf- 
a^ioij. 

Jj^rii 21. The Bill for makir^g void the Sale of the late 
Earl of Derwentwater's ElUte was read a fecond Time, and 
ihe Counfel heard for and againll it. 

jffril 24. The faid Bill was, without any Oppofitioo, 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 

May 4.. Upon the farther Hearing of the Report, made by 
the Committee appointed to inquire into the A£ar of the 
Charitable Corporation, which had been feveral Days tinder 
Confideration, Sir Robert Sutlon and Sir Archibald Grant 
were expelled the Houfe. 

May 8. The Houfe refumed again the Confideration of 

the faid Report, and a Motion was made to refolve. That Sir 

v^°afrro?^sr''' ^'^b^" S^^^^" ^^ S^r Ajxhibald Grant, Dennis Bond, £fqj 
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(who had been expelled tliis SeJlion, on account of the frau- 
dulent Sale of Lord Derwentwatef s EJlate, See p. 238.) 
William Burroughs, Efq; George Jack fon, Benjamin Robin- 
fon* William Squire, George Robinfon, John Thorn pfon, 
Richard Wooley, and Thomas Warren, having been guilt v 
of many notorious Breaches of Trufl, and many indirc^ 
and fraudulent Prafl:ices in the Dire^'on and Management 
^ of the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation, and having 

bsfp'irijon, ought thereby occaiioned great Lofles to many of his Majefty'« 
^Sf.'Sbnl'^ha Subjefts, ought to makc a juJl Satisfadion for the fame : But 
stiiRrtis. fQjj^e Members were for leaving out the Words, ot^g^^ ta 

m^kc a } lift Sath/a£lhn f^r the fume ; hereupon Mr Shippen 
ilood up, atid fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 
* The Houfe is extremely obliged to the honourable Gen- 
tlemen of the Committee, for the great Pains they have 
taken, and for the great Skill they have fhewn, in detefting 
a dark and execrable Scene of Villainy : And furely we 
ought not to entertain any Propofition which comes from 
them, in confequcnce of their Inquiry and of our own 
Proceedings, with Jealoufy and Dillruii 

' I can therefore by no Means agree with thofe Gentlemen, 
who fnfpe^ that there is iomt latent and difguifed Meaning 
in the QtieAjon before us, and who are for leaving out the 
latter Part of it ; becaufe I think no Queilion was ever 
framed with more Candour^ or conceived in more clear and 

intelligible 
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inteingibk Tcmit, tlian this is; and the lattcf Part is fo Annor Cf*,u, 
far i'rom being exceptionable or fuperHuous^ that it Js the' ( 
necellary, the natural Condufion Iram tJie Premifes contain- 
ed in the firft Part : For fince the Perfons named have he&\ 
lately voted guilty of the Crimes, with which they fland 
charged in the Report of our Committee^ what is the ne^tt 
Step we are lo take, but to vote fome Puniftiment f and what 
Panilhment fo jnild with regard 10 the OiFendcrs, or fo juit 
with regard to the Sufferers as Reftitutioii I 

' Let us take the whole Quel Lion together, and we ffiall 
judge belt of the Propriety and Coherence of its feveral 
Oaufes. It runs thus, viz, ' That Sir Robert Sutton, &c. 

* having been guilty of many notorious Breaches of Truft^ and 

* many indirect and frauJulent Praftices, in the Dire^ion and 

* Management of the Affairs of the Charitable Corporation 

* fur Relief of Indutlrious Poor, by alTilling them witn fmall 

* Sums upon Pledges at legal Intereil j and baviag thereby 

* occafionHd great Lofles to many of his Majeiiy*s Subjedi, 

* ought to make a juft Sadsfaaion for the fame/ 

' Now, as I have already (aid, no Queftion wai ever 
conceived in more clear and intelligible Terms than this is ; 
and I am at a. Lofs to comprehend, why Gentlemen fhoulj 
diflike any Expreflions in it, efpeciaUyj why the ingeniotfs 
Lord, and the worthy PerTon his Second, ihould obje^ to 
the Words, y«fi Smhfa^^hn. For certainly they cannot ima- 

fine that thefe Words will be declared unintelligible in this 
louie, where the Nature and Meaning of Jtillice is fuppofed 
to be perfe^ly well underilood, as it is or ought to be 
the Rule and Meafure of all our Determinations ; and they 
jnuft forgive me, if I think no Dutch Commentator ever 
jaiftook the Senfe of an Author more grofsly, than they 
have mijbken the Senfe of this QudUon. 

' But what is moA remakable in this Debate is the Im- 
patience fome Gentlemen cxprefs to know, whether the Ad- 
vocates for die QuefHcm intend to proceed againft the Offen- 
ders by Impeachment or by Bill ; and they feem to de* 
mand that we fhoald immediately come to a Refolution, 

* Whence can this Impatience arife? If it arifes from 
C^mpaffion, why were thefe very Gentlemen, who now in- 
lerpofe^ filent ? Why did they fuiFcr the Objefis of their 
Compaffion to be unanimoufly cenfared, when they had made 
but an infuffident Defence for thcmfelves, and ^vantcd the Aid 
of their Eloquence f If it arifes from Curiofityi I think it 
ought rather to be kept in Sufpencc thau grati^ed^ becaufc 
it IS unfeafonable and irregular. If it arifes from the Fears 
mnd Appreheniions of particular Perfons ; why Ihould others, 
jvho arc lander no fuch Anxiety, be obliged to remove 
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thofe Ftfars and Apprehen^ons, efpeclaUjf when It h im* 
poiHble for them to know how well they may b^? grounded, 

* Since then no gcxxi Reafon appears to jultify this extr^^ 
ordinary Demand ; fmce this Queflicn is only declarative of 
our prefent Dlfpofitioii to do Juftice, and to give Satisfac- 
tion to the injured and diftrefled Proprietors, methinks 
there fhoald he no Drfficplty in paiTing it : For we fiiall be 
as much at Liberty, after we have paifed it, as we are before, 
to choofe that Method of Proceeding, which fhall be thought 
moft proper, when we are fufficiently prepared for a final 
Deeifion* 

' What has been faid, concerning the Difference betwixt 
Impeachments and Bills of Attainder, is foreign to our pre- 
fent Point, and might have been fpared in an Audience, 
where that Argument hath been fo fully and frequently dif- 
cuffed, at the End of atmoll every Adminillration. 

* Wc all knowj that Impeachments are the ancient Partial 
mentary Method of bringing Pablick Criminals to Pub lick 
Jullice, and it is the IWethod we ought to purTue on common 
and ordinary Occafions. Not but that it is liable to many 
Difficulties, to the Tedioufnefs and Perplexity of Forms^ to 
the Caprice of the Houfe of Lords, by which means Juitice 
bath very often been delayed, and fometimes entirely de- 
feated. 

* We all know too, that Bills of Attainder are the utmoft 
Stretch, and the terrible Part of Pa/liamentaiy Power, whick 
ought never to be exerted, but in the moll heinous and moll 
fiagrant Inilances. I have always confidered them as fuch : 
My Averfton is Sufficiently known by my conftant Oppofi- 
tion to them ; and I envy no Man the Glory of having 
carried Bills of Pains and Penalties through this Houfe, by 
being Profecutor, Judge, Juj-yman^ and even Evidence io 
the fame Caufe. 

' But fliould it happen in our Day, that an overgrown 
unweildy Miniller of State fhould tumble from the Height of 
his Power, and fail under the Genfure of this Houle, for 
t>roteding Fraud, and patronizing Corruption : 4 Minifter* 
Sir, who may have made fuch Bills, as are now dreaded^ 
tht luftruments of his perfonal Vengeance, and the Support 
of his cruel Adminillration ; perhaps the Voice of an injured 
and oppreffed Nation, crying aJoud for Juftice, and demind- 
Ing fpeedy and exemplary Punifhmi^nt, may then prevail 
over Gentlemen's natural Inclinations, and force them to 
comply with what they would othcjwife decline and difap- 
prove J nor could the Criminal himfelf, with any Ap- 
]>earance of Modefty, or Colour of RL-afon, complain i fat 
Lf^ Tti/krrir would at leaft be S-gttmmtum ad Hgminm^ ^^ 
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ithe World would univerfally allow, that it would be a righte- 
ous Jndgmenr, for Neci^ Jrtifices ArU per ire fui. But we 
iliall have a better Opportunity of cxplaming ourfelves, and 
delivering our Sentiments at large, if the Cafe which I here 
ovly fuppofcj ftiould ever come actually before us, and under- 
^ 'A Parliamentary Examinition. 
* I ihou Id apologize for this Digreflion, had not the Courfe 
cf the Debate Jed me into it, and made it neceflkry to fay 
fomething on rhefc Heads : But I fiiall conclude with return- 
ing to the Qu eft ion, and humbly offering my Opinion^ that 
we ought to aifure the Proprietors we will afTift them in a 
future Seffion, tho' we cannot in this, to repair the excdTive 
Lofles they have faltained by the Frauds and Iniquities of 
their Direftorsj as far as lies within the Reach of this Part 
of the Lcgiilature. 

* I hope too we fhall not only concur with the honour- 
able Gentlemen of the Committee in their Propofition, but 
give them the Thanks of the Houfc for the Honour and In- 
tegrity, with which they have acquitted thcmfclvca in the 
^- publkk Service/ 

^B After this the Motion as above pa{s*d into a Refolution: tj»i itove Mniiia 
^^Then it was orderM, That Leave be given to bring in a 
Billj to reilrain all the faid Perfons, (except William Squire, 
George Robinfon. and John Thompfon, who were abfcond- 
ed) from giving out of the Kingdom for one Year, and till 
the End of die then next SelTion of Parliament ; and for 
difcovering their Eftate and Effetb j and for preventing the 
tranl porting or alienating the fame. As to William Squire, 
the Members J appointed to prepare and bring in the faid Bill, 
were order'd to infer t a Claufp, for obliging him to furrender 
hi mi elf at a Time and Place to be mentioned in the Bill ; 
to give Secujity for his not going out of the Kingdom for one 
Year ; for dilcovering his Euate ; and for preventing the 
ifportmg or alienating the fame. It was alfo order'd, 
hat Leave be given to bring in a BiU* for the Relief of 
e Sufferers in the Charitable Corporation. 
Two Bills were accordingly brought in, and pafsM both 
ioufe^, but the Lords ftruck the Name of George Jackfon 
id Be^^jamin Robinfon out of the Bill, 
May 1 6. Mr Sandys acquainted the Houfe, that Sir Ro- 
bert Sutton had come to him that Morning, and told him, 
that he had received a Letter from a Corrcfpondeot of his ^^f" ^^ ^^l^ 

J. * . 'ft- 11* mihc* on me 

at Parj^^ \n which was inclofcd a Letter from bignor Belloni, Chiuiahie Cnr- 
a Banker at Rome, dirc<^ed to the Committee to whom the sfiJlTaijoLi 
Pttition of the Proprietors of the Charitable Corporation f^1*^^J;!E^? 
wa5 referred, or in cafe tJie faid Committee did not fubfiil, ^"^^g"^^^^^™?!"!, 
to Sir Robert Sutton and others, acquaintitig them, that the foMriicre, 
ba Belloni had procuit d John Thompfon> late Warehoufe- 
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Keeper to the faid Corporation, to be fecm-ed & Prifoner in 
the CalUe of Sc Angelo ac Home : Hereupon the (akl 
Committee was ordered to be revived. 

May zz. Mr Sandys made s. farther Report from the above 
Conunittee, and thereupon it was ordeFd, That the feveral 
Letters and Papers mentioned in the fatd Report fhould bci 
laid before the Houfe. Then it was referred to a Committee 
to tranflate Signor Bclloni's Letter, 

May 23. The Lord Hervey prefented the TranJktion of 
that Letter, as follows : 






Gentlemen, 



Rome, May4p 1752- 



T 7" fX «u?*>j6 ^reat Fha/Mri thai I lay hoM of thh Octafim^ 
J[ n^hkh HQtv^ ^^^Xj ta Jhe'w my Ejhtm and my Affetlhm 
f^r thi Engiijh Nation^ by contrihuHng ts the Aivafrtage uf 
many prh*aie Perfim in tkst Kmg^km^ und cmfe^uttttly to tbg 
SatisfaSlUa 0/ tiff Pariiament^ and the Nation iifelf. 

J$ the Frauds^ tbtit ka^ve h^tn cofismittid in the Manage* 
ment &f the Charitahk C^rpcratiGn^ bU'Of mads a gre^^ 
Nmfe t^^ tuhfrr, Piopk here ha^e hen fenfihly tmched 
ni)ith the Misfsrtunes the/e Frauds have GccaJioneJ^ and ha^ue 
ftk the Inter efi the Nation had to redrefs them^ nAjhich could 
mt be iffi^edj hut fy feiZMnw the Perfom and the Paper j, the 
Bgoks and the EffeBs €f Mr I'h&mpfint 'which thi Pariia^ 
ment had not jet been ahie to compafu 

To this End h^^ving received Advice^ that the faid Thomp*' 
fin might comx to Rome under fame h^rronv^d Name, the ne~ 
€^Jfary Meafures ivere taken to put him under an Arrefi upon 
his Jrri'vai there ^ nvhieh ha^c been pui in Execution ; at 
the fame Time his Paperjj Letters he has reeei'ved fr*im^ Eng' 
land finee his Departure from thenci^ Copies of Lettert 2g,j 
has 'writtea to his Cortfdents^ and Notes of his fnofl fecrei\ 
Affairs have been fiix^ed : He himfalf it at preffni in thg 
CaJIk of Si Angeio, and has by this Means been put under 
a S&rt of Neceffiiy to difim^er the W^/p Myfttry of thig 
Affair ; ^^.vhieh he haM amply done^ by difcovering not 
mfy the Bmks and Effect &f the Corporal ion ^ but aifi his 

This bei»g don^e^ J ha've been ordered to communicate ihii 
important Difto^very to ^whom and nxihe^e it may be proper^ 
fir the Gmd and Advantage of the Natim j ^wherefore X 
difpatched wthout Delay a Courier to one <f my Comfpon^ 
dents at Parity n^iith all the Fupgrs relating to this Affair^ 
that he may find the Means #• hm^e them pui into. joHr 
II finds. 

Bitt as Equity refufret, theft the Pr^riet&rs of the Chart- 
f^kk dfr^t^atinn^ wha 'wUl naf fq grem «/i Advantage 
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/rum thh Djfco^try^ Jhmld yield io certain Coftditkm hifire Anno 5. 
' ibf Fapen and Writiitgs hs delivertd to yau i I kame ordered \ ,^ 

my Correfp&ndent iQ injiji on thtfe Conditions being pre- 
ioufly agrud tQ^ and in the mean Time to look an thefe 

Fafirty m a fimple Dcpojit in his Ha>tds not to he parted 

nvi'l/j till this he done ; anJ 2 douht not, hut this Frecauiion, 
L «ej *EVf// as the C^nditiom^ wU appear jufi and reafinahie 

io a/I thofe mh& are interefied in this J fair. 

Having thus difiharged my C&mmi^on^ there revmint m- 
\Hing^ hut tQ heg y9U %mll he perfiaded of my Refpeil for 
{fhi Nat ion r and of the Dejire I Jhall always ha^e t9 rwr- 
\ tribute ta ih Advantage. 

I have the Honour to be, ^c. 

John-Angcio Belloni, 

Then feverai other Papers being re^, the Commons came tiw Csmnioni 
to two Relblutions, with which live Lords concurred ^ as fol- ikfio^ifi's uttef 
lows. 1. RefolvM Nem. C^n. by the Lords Spiritual and Tenipo^ Jir"w?S^whki; 
ral, and Commons in Parhament aiTembled, Thac the Papcfr J^^"^^'',.^'' 
dated at Rome, the 4th of May, ij%%^ N, S. figncd John ' ''""*"*^* 
Angelo Belloni, is an infolent aJftd audacious Libel, attempt- 
ing, by falfc and infidioits Ififinuadons, to impofe upon the 
Parliament and Bridfh Nation ; and by fpecious Pretences^ 
and Profeffions of Eikem, Affection, and Compaflion, to a- 
mufe the unhappy Sufferers of the Charitable Corporation^ 
with vain and deceitful Hopes of Relief : That the faid Pa- 
per is, in itfelf^ abfurd and contradictory, conceived, at the 
beginning, in Terms and in the Style of Power and Authori- 
ty » or as proceeding from fome extraordinary Interelt and 
Influence, but concluding in the Perfon and Chara&r of a 
private Banker of Rome ; offering, upon certain Conditions, 
on the behalf of John Thompfon, to deliver certain Books 
and Papers of the faid Thorn p ion, the Contents, Value, and 
Confequence whereof are unknown, without any Offer to 
furrender the Perfon of the faid Thompfon, although repre- 
fentcd to have been arreiled and detained in fafe Cuftody, 
from a Senfc of the Frauds committed by him, and a due 
Regard to Juflice i the Conditions, demanded and infilled 
upon by, and in behalf of, the faid Thompfon, appearing at 
the fame time to b^loofe, cvafive* and uncertain, tending 
to procure Advantages and Indemnity to himrdf and his 
Accomplices, without any Intention or Profpea of Benefit to 
the Corporation : And that this whole Tranf^ftion appears 
to be a fcandalous Artifice, calculated purely to delude the 
Unhappy, and to difguife and conceal the wicked Prafticea 
— di the profelled Enemies to hii Majelly's Perfon, Crown, 
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an*! Dignit}^ 11. Refolved, Tliat in Abhorrence and Ce- 
re Ibtjon of this vile Atcempt, the laid infamous Libel be 
burnt by the Hands of the common Hangman, b<;fore the 
Royal- Exchange in London, upon Friday next, at One of 
the Clock: And that the Sheriffs of Londt>n do then at- 
tendj and caufe the iame to be burnt rhere accordingly. 

Myj? 25. The Houfe refoVd, That an Addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majeily to give Bi regions to the CommiflioneF* 
for Trade and Plantations, to prepare a farther Reprefitlita* 
don, [S££p. S4.] to be laid betore the Houfe, in the next 
Sefiion of Parliament, of the State of bis Majelly's Colonies 
and Plantations in Annerica j with refpeft to any Laws made> 
Manufadures fet up, or Trade carried on there, wbicli 
may affeft the Trade, Navigation, and Manufadkires of tkis 
Kingdom. It was alfo refolvcd. That an Addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majeily to give Orders, that the proper Officers 
iliould provide Copies^ to be laid before the Houfe, in the 
next SeiSon of Parliament, of the feveral Inllnaaions, which 
had been given by her late MajeAy, his lace Majefty, and 
his prefent Majeily, to the refpe£live Governors of his Co- 
lonies in America, relating to the taking, or not taking any 
Sums of Money, by way of Prefent or Salary from the In- 
habitants thereof, and when and bow the fame have at 
any Time been varied 1 and alfo what Directions had been 
given by any of their faid MajelHes, for the Repair of the 
Forts and Fortifications of Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands, 

JttJie I. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Affent to the Bills relating to the Earl of 
J3erwentwater's Eftate, and to the Chajitable Corporation, 
as alfo to fevend other publick and private Bills, after which 
his Majeily made the following Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'f T7 O U having now difpatched all the Publick Bufmcfs, 
** j[ that it was pradicable for you to go through with at 
" prefent, and theSeafonof the Year being fo far advanced, 
" I believe it will not be difagreeable to yon, that I give you 
*^ an Opportunity of retiring into the Country, by putting 
" an End to this Seffion of Parliament. 

*' It is unneceflary for me to reprefent to you the happy 
" State and Situation of Publick Affairs, both at Home and 
" Abroad. You mull all be fenfible of what is univerfalJy 
" feen and felt in the full Enjoyment of a general Peace. 
** The Concurrence of the States Genera], in the late Treaty 
" of Vienna, has perfcded the Elhbliihment of the publick 
'* Tranquility, as for as human Prudence can forefec or 
'* provide ; and a faithful Obfervance and Execution of the 
^ Treaties and Alliances, now fubfillijig amyng the fevfiai 
"" ' ^ Prince* 



Anna 5 . a». u« 



I ^yl } 

Pnnces and Powers of Europe, free from groandkfs Jea- 
loufies, and void of all ambitious Views ^ will be the moft 
effectual Means co continue and pjeferve thefe Bleflings 
' to U1. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I return you my Thanks for the Provifions you have 
made tor the Defence and Secaricy of the Kingdom, and 
for carrying on the Service of the current Year. It is a 
great Satisfaftion to me to fee yc?u have turned youj 
Thoughts towards raifing the necelTary Supplies, by fuch 
Method J, as may he the leail burthenfome to my People : 
•* And as this cannot but be received in the Country as a 
" moft grateful and acceptable Service^ I hope it will en- 
** courage yoa to purfue fuch Meafures for ihe future, as 
** may on all Occafmns render the Supplies^ that rtiall be ne- 
*' ceflary, as equal and eafy as is pofEble* 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" It being neceJikry for me to vifit my German Domini- 
" ons this Year, I have determined to leave the Queen Re* 
" gent here during my Abfence ; and I doubt not but at 
" will be your Endeavours to make the Government aa eafy 
*' to her, as, I am confident, it wiU be her Care, by ajufl 
'* and prudent Adminill ration, to deferve your Duty and 
" Regard. I recommend to you all in your feveral Stati- 
*' onsj to ftudy and confuk the Prefcrvation of the Peace 
*' and Quiet of the Kiiigdom/" 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, '^'J^'*"^* 
prorogued the Parliament to the zytb of July : They ffcne ^"^ 
afterwards farther proroug'd to the 1 6tb of Januaiy . 
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^ My Lords and Gentlemen, 
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N the 16th of January the King came to the Annn g.^g^. il 
Houfe of Peers, and the Commons attending, his 
Majelty openM the Seflions with the ^owii^g 



TT is a great Satisfadion to me^ that the prefent Situation Kfr>*'* Sre^-rh ai 
X of AS.ivr J, both at Home and Abroad, makes it urtne- saS *' * ''"^ 
ctjlary for me to lay before you an> pther Rcafons for 
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Geo. n. " my caUiog yon together at this Time ; but the ordinarjr 
"' Diipatchof the Publick Bufiuefs, and that I may have an 
' Opportaiiity of rtceiving your Advice upon fnch Aif tirs as 
** may occur to you, and fhall require the Care and Coa- 
•' ^deration of Parliament* 

GentJemcn of the Houfe of Commons, 
** I will order rhe proper Officers to lay before you the 
'* Eftimates for the Service of the current Year ; and I 
*' make no Doubt but that yon wili, with the f«ime Ciiear^ 
" fuhiefs as I have always experienced in you, effcidtually 
*' jaife fuch Supplies, as you Aali judge neceiliiry for the 
'^ Honour, Safety, and Defence of the Kingdom ; and I 
" cannot bit i eco rumen d it to you, as a Confideration wor^ 
*' ti)y the Commons of Great Britain, thst in all your De- 
*^ liberations, as well upon railing the annual Supplies, as the 
** DilEHbution of the Publick Revenues, you purfue fuch 
** Meafures as will mofl conduce to the prefcnt and future 
f Eafe of thofe you reprefent. 
My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
'* You muil be fenfible, that it is very defirable to give 
" all poflible Difpatch to the Publick Bufinefs, and that no- 
*' ihhig can give more Weight and Credit to all your Re- 
** folutions, than to avoid unreafonable Heatir and Animo/i- 
*' ties, and not to fuffer yourfelves to be diverted, by any 
" fpecious Pretences, from ftedfaiUy purfuing the Due Inte- 
** rell of your Country : Let that be your hrit and princi- 
" pal Cire ; and the People will be fenfibJe of the Benefits 
** they fhall receive from your Wifdom and Refolution, in 
" preferring their Eafe and the Publick Good to all other 
^* Coniiderations, 



The Commons being returned to their Houfe, Mr Speaker 
reported his Majefty's Speech to both Houfes, and the fame 
Mr H, iJrflttikys being read, Mr Henry Bromley, Knight of the Shire for 
, ^t& af ThAoki, Cambridge, ftood up and took Notjce. ' That the prefent 
profound Tranquility was entirely owing to his Majefty'^s 
great Wjfdom and^ Conduct, by which he had furmounted 
all thofe Difficulitfes, wJiich were thrown in his Way by the 
Enemies of the Nation, and had thereby at lall eltablifti*d 
our Affairs both at Home and Abroad upon a i?;olt firm, and 
he hoped, a lalling Bafii : That we ow*tl a great many Ac- 
knowledgements of Thanks to hjs M^ijelly, for his prudent 
and carefbl Management of our Affiirs both at Home and 
Abroad, and therefore he would beg Leave to move. That an 
huniblc Addrefa be prefented to his Majelly, to return thi|j 
Thanks of the Houfe for his mofk gr-icious Speech from th^^ 
Throne ; to exprefs the Satisfadion of the Houfe at the 
pr efeni SituatiQn of Ai^s both a: Home and Abroad i and to 
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affure his Majefty, that the Houfe wou!d, with all poflible 
Duty to his MajeHy, and juft Regard and Concern for thofe 
they reprefented, cheerfully and eifeftuaJly raife iuch Sup- 
plies af ihould be neceflary for the Honoufj Safety, and De- 
fence of his Majefly and lib Kingdoms j and that, m all 
their Deliberations upon miiing the annual Supplies, and the 
Diilributioii of the Fublick Revenues, they would purAic 
fuch Meafuies a-^ would moit conduce to the prefent tind fu- 
^re Eafe of tlieir Pcllow-Subjedls ; and that, in order to give 
the neceffiiry Difpatch to the Ptiblick Biifmefs, and that their 
Proceedings might carry with them that Weight and Credit 
in the NatiDn, which ought always to attend the Refoltiti- 
onsofthe Com mom of Great Britain, they would endea- 
vour to avoid all umrealbnable Heats and Animofities, and 
not fulFer themfelves to be diverted, by any fpecious Pretences 
whatfocver, from ilcdfailly purfuing the true Intereft of their 
Country, which fhould upon all Occafions be their iirll and 
principal Care.' This Motion was feconded by Mr Knight, 
Member for Sudbury, who I ike wife fpoke in Praife of his 
Majeily^s Condu£l, and added, * That he hoped the Ho life 
would be unanimous in agreeing to the Addrefs of Thanks, 
moved for by the honourable Member who had fpoke before 
him.' Hereupon Sir John Barnard, Member for London, sir j, Bamrd, 
rofe up and movd for an Amendment to the faid Motion 
^ follows : 

Mr Speaker, 

1 ihall always be ready to make all proper Acknow- 
ledgements of Thanks to his Majeily ; but there are fome 
Words in the Motion made by the honourable Gendeman 
who fpoke firftj which I cannot but take Notice of. I do 
not really know what the honourable Gentleman means by- 
fay in g, * We will endeavour to avoid ail unreafonable Heats 

* and Anjmofities, and not fuffer ourfelves to be diverted 

• by any fpeciuus Pretences what foe ver/ I hope there never 
were, nor never will be any unreafonable Heats or Animo- 
fities in this Houfe, nor any fpecious Pretences made ufe of 
by any Gentleman who has the Honour to be a Member 
thereof; at leail, I hope, that if any Man fhall ever be vain 

I enough to endeavour to impofe upon this Houfe, by making 

^ life of fpecious Pretences for concealing Defigns which he 

[dare not o] enly avow, that there will always be i^ this Houfe 

Men of Under landing and Integrity fuiHcient to expofe any 

Libch Attempt, and to render it vain and ridiculous. But if 

[lany Gentleman of the Houfe happens not to like what is 

laid, or what is moved for by another, cannot he oppofe it, 

and give his Reafons for fo doings without being guilty of any 

unreafonable Heat or Animofity, or of making ufe of fpe- 

|iaus Pretences? I mull fayj Sir^ that the defiring fucb 

^^^^ ' Words 
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would fo generally complain, mJefs they found themfelwi 
foine way hurt ; and then they h^ve n Right to complain^ 
and it h our Duty to take Notice of their Compiaints ; but 
at the fame Time we ought to have a Regard to the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of Parliament; for which Reafon Ifliall beg 
Leave to add to the Amendment propofed, and move that 
thde Words, Andfmh as Jhall be c^njtfignt nvith the Hmcur 
GfidJuJIke ofPariiament, may be added to what has been 
before propol^d/ ^™ 

lir R* wiipoie. The Addition of thefe Words being approved ofbySir^B 
John Barnard and Mr Sandys, Sir Robert Walpole ilood up 
next, and fpoke as follows. 
Mr Speaker, 
* J now rife up, Sir, to do what is not ufual for me to 
do I it is to fecond a Motion made by my worthy Friend 
who fpoke M, I was really of Opinion, that his Majetly's 
Speech was in fuch Terms, chat no Exception could have 
been taken tt> any one Word o^ It ; and the Motion for an 
Addrefs of Thanks was fo ftiort and fo agreeable to hia Ma- 
jeily's Speech^ that I could not imagine any fuch Objedioii 
could have been made, a5 has been made to fome of the 
Words thereof His Majelly in his Speech recommends the 
avoiding of unreafonabk Heats and Animofities^ and in An- 
fwerto that, Part of hi& Maje%'s Speech, the honourable 
Gentleman, who moved for the Addrefs, propofed that we 
fhould fay, that we would avoid all unreafonable Hears and 
Animoiities : In my Opinion, there cannot be a more pro- 
per Return to that Part of the Speech: And as his Majefty 
only deftres that we would avoid all imreafonable Heata 
and Animofitic.% he furely did not thereby intend to preclude 
any Man from offering his Sentiments freely on whatever 
may be propofed. If any Thing be propofed that is in con- 
fident with the Publick Good, no Oppofition thereto can be 
caUed an unreafonalile Heat or Animofity ; nor is fuch an 
Oppoiition any Way comprehended in the Words made ufe ^ 
of by his Majeily, in his moJl gracious Spfeech from the ■ 
Throne. ^ 

■ As for the Amendment propofed in the other Part of 
the Motion, it really^feems to me to be liable to the fame 
Objeaion, that has been made to the Words I have juft now 
taken Notice of* It is not to be prefumed that we will do 
any Thing that is inconGilent with the Honour and Jnitice 
of Parliament j if any fuch Thing fhould be propofed, ic 
would, without Doubtj be rejeded with Scorn, And as for 
the Trade of the Nation, I do not know what the Gentle- 
men mean thereby ; but as to what I mean by the Trade of 
the Nation, and in fo far as I iinderlland it, I hope nothing 
IFiU efer bt brought intci this Houfe that is gr can be de- 
trimental 
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trimeiital tktttta ; if there Ihaul4 ft wodd moil certainly hma « , cco. Hi 

be rejedled. I am fare, Sir, that I know of no fuch Defign, ^ '73*^"- 

I know of nothing that is to be brought in, thai can my 

Way injure the Trade of the Nation ; biit if any Thing can 

be propofcd for the Improvement thereof, I fliall very readily 

agree to it, and fo, I hope, will every Gentleman in this 

Houfe. 

* J agree with the honourable Gentleman who fpofce M, 
that the Compbints of the People are not to be neglcfted, 
when they are fincerc and tniei I hope they will always be 
regarded by e\XTy' Gentleman in this Houfe: If the People 
are hampcr'd in their Trade, or in any other Way hurt, they 
muft feel it, and they will feel it before they begin to com- 
plain ? in fueh'Cafe it is the Duty of this Houfe, not only 
to hear their Complaints, but to find out a Remedy, if pof- 
fible : But the People may be taught to complain, they may 
be made to feel imaginary Ills, and by fuch Frnflices they 
are often ipduced to make Complaints before they feel any 
Uneafmefs. However, let the People** Complaints be real or 
imaginary, let them be well or ifi founded, it does not fig- 
tiify to the prcfent Qucllion : If the Gentlemen think it 
iteceflary to add the Words they have propofcd, the Adding 
or not Adding of them is to me a Matter of abfolute Indiffe- 

Iience, they may do whatever they think proper.' 
Sir Robert Walpole having done fpeaking. Mr Walter 
Humer hereupon replied, ' That he did not know whether 
or no the People might be taught to complain when rhey 
felt no Hurt i but was well affur^d, that if by any Means they 
fvere taught not to complain ^ they would at laA come to 
leel the Hurt feverely, when perhaps their Complaints would 
avail nothing, but rather expofe them to the Contempt of 
thofe who liad done them the greatclt Injuries/ 

Then Sir John Barnard flood up again, and fpokc ai sirj* 

I follows : 
Mr Speaker, 
* If the honourable Gentleman on die Floor [5/r Rsifert 
Waip9le\ thinks thai our Trade cannot be hurt by what the 
People feem to be afraid of, I am fure he muft think that he 
tinderlUnds Tra4e better than all the Traders in EDffland ; 
aud if that 11 his Notion, I do not really underflana what 
Trade he means, but he mufl mean, by the Trade of the ' 
k Nat ion, fomething different from what is thereby meant by 
all thofe that arc concemM therein ^ I thought I had given 
a fuificient Rcafon for adding the Words I propofed ; but 
flnce it has been infinuated, that they are liable to the fime 
Objection as the Words iiifl taken Notice of by me, I muft 
explain myfetf a little farther. It is certainly to be prefnmM, 

Ktbat thii Houfe will never agree to acy Thiig that h d^ 
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Jlrijflive to the libertfesj or detrimental I .. ._ 

-f^atjqn : 1 nm fare, if ever we da, we Hiall <jo what is incon- 
filtent with the Honc|ur and Juftice of Parliament. This ft 
certainly not to be iM-efum'd i yet we find there is a Spirit of 
Jealowfy gone fonn ^ th^re are very gcfieral Apprehecfions 
that fonie fuch Thing- is Intended ; and for this RcaiaU:, % ; 
moved for the Aipt|p4nient f but there arc no Jeaioufies, tv> 
F^r5 of our falling into uareifoimblc Heats and Animofities $:, 
hh Majefly, I hope, never had any fiicli Jealouf)^, and I am . 
(lire the Budy of the Peojole apprehend no fucli Miifortuiie ; 
and therefore thore is no Keafon for hiving any fuck Wof^ 
in our Addrci^/ * . 

/the Qaellion was th^^n put, and the Amendment propofed 

was agreed to without any Divifion ; Th.en Sir ThoTO^, 

AJion, Member for Leverpoo!, ibod up, and made a fertlifi;, 

OJbjedion to Mr firomky s Motion as fdlQvws : ** 

Mr Speaker, \ ^ ^ 

' I cannot ia any Aidrek, to be prefented to his Majefly^j 
approve of faying what I do not belieTc to be true. It is* 
prcpofed., that wc fhoold congratulate his Ma^eHy upon the 
SuuMionofour AfF.urs botii Abroad and at Home* Thia I 
c.lrmot.Uy any Means agree to, becaufe I do uql really think 
th^if our Affairs ate in the belt Situation either Abroad or at 
If pine. Are not our Neighbours the French flill going on 
,if yt 'i^i^^Qj'jJ/yiug ajid retoi'ing the Harbour of Dunkirk, under 
o^r very Nofe^ and contrary to the Faith of the moil iblemn 
Treaties } We cannot now fay that the Prench are our good 
Allies i and by tJi^ir Behaviour in this Pattkul^r, we may fee 
that wp cannot mncb depend upon the Faith of any of tlie 
T|:eaties now fubfiiling between us and tKem ; Evtn this vtry 
Affair we may, perhaps, in a little Tiitie hear made Ulc of, 
as aa Argument fur om, keeping up a numerouis Standmg 
Army m Time of Peace j and can we exprefs a Satisilidioai 
at the prefent Situation of our Affairs, as long as there is 
any Argiimrnt HI: for keeping up a nunrnrons Standing 
^rmy In Time of Peace, which has always been thought fo 
lucuoiident with tic Conltiiutitjn and Libertia of our 
Coutjti'y f 

'THayj; our Merchants a£ yet met with any Redrefs for 
tbofe Cepredfitlons comrnittpd upon them by t lie Spaniards ? 
Ia no^^ t^t A-ffair ftiil delay 'd and put ofF» notwithilanding 
tii^ mpi\ ex pit cite Ergngcments entered into by the famous. 
*f j^fy of Seville I Th^t IVcaty which we have heard fo 
raucl^ applaiijdetl, and, by yvlitch we entered into Engagements 
of tHe greaiell Gonicquenoe ; on our Part it has been moll 
pupEtudly perflj. '' d. yet our plujider'd Countrymen, 
e^x Merichants^ , aiting for that Reparation, which 

mJuiUQ€ isdtieto tl;cm, which by the moil folcmo Engage* 

menta 
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tuants hai.bejjp^ipvUtedfor them, andiwhieh wa% I >may...^P"«^^f^ "• 
.ipiy, the ODJljf $t^i4a(ipn in OttiP-JF^anr ioontain'd io thac^Vi,«.^<y!3^i^ 
Trcj^ty. SMI Wfi theD fay, that we .are &<isfy*d widi the^ 
. {verirot SituAHo|;i ,of our A^irs^ whik the Cries and G>m- 
pl^tsof oiu:injtti''4^d .ooi'^^rflCed.Cottnti^ daH/ 

meeting us in every Comer of the Sti:<tets ?. • 

' Again; as tp our Home Affaifs, h not our Trade daily 
dj«cayin2?.£vp our Staple ManufadUirie is almoft quite 
^flBodoBe. These i& fearcely any Sort bf Trade in a thriving 
;Aw4i^on, bat t^iat in .f hange-AJJey I :and:there» Sir, there 
are fuch abominable Fr^ds> and fyck . V^iflked Impoficions 
.il^pj'aQiied^ that mai^y honfift well-meaoing Meto have 
Che|«by been tota% ruin'd and undone. Does not almoli: 
every Seifion of J?arliain^( open Cous^ fome new Scene of 
Villaii^ and Rogvieiy ^ Tjbek . C^amitties are almoft uni- 
verial, th^ do npt fajl upon fingjkt,Per£otia»,or upon a few, 
but upon Multitudes at a Tim^tlrand rthcife, for. What i 
'know,, niay Jp^e owing. in.ipm^Mei^iiiWJ^ iorae of thofe Per- 
.foos who have in their Hands dMi.ManiigBiiient.of Publick 
. A^rs : It may be owing to their NegLeft that Rogues are 
thus enabled to drefs up and manage fuch 'publick Scenes of ^ 
Knavery. While fuch fraudulent iUb^c^ are fufierM, and ' 
oar Trade thereby fi) much injured* cah'ilve approach the 
Throne, and hy ia fuch a foWui Manhor^nthilt we are fatif- 
fy*dwith the^Sknation of otir AfFairftatHome ? For my Parr, 
I am no Way fatisfy -d wi|ih the pment Situation of our 
A^irs either Abroad.or. at Home, and therefore 1 mud: move 
that thefe Words fhouU be left out» or;foine Way altered.' ' 

Upon this Mr. Spqaker jftood* upland told Sir Thomas ^^ spcaUM^ 
Aibn, * That by the Onders of the Houie^ and the confhuit 
t'orms of their Proceedings, the making of an Amendment 
to any Part of a. Motion, was an . Appfohatiou of every pre* 
ceeding Part of that Motion ; and as that Part of the Mo- 
tion, which he ptopoffdw.tojamfend; ^rweded ihat which the 
Houie had agreed to amend, therefore they couIJ not now 
receive his Motion.* This lali Motion was therefore droppM ; 
Then the Queflion was put upon the Motion made by Mr 
Bromlry, as adienddd by "Sir Johnfianiard and Mr Shippen, 
which was 'carry Mwinhout aoy Divifioh ; and an Addrefswas 
drawn up and approved of by the Honfe. 

JeM. 1 8. The fame was prefented to his Majefiy as follows : 

Moft gracious Soverqtgn^ 
« T ]f /E your Majcfty's moil dutiful and loyal Subjeds, ihe Thc^i^tft. 

* VV Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aiTembled, 
■* humbly beg lAve io return your Maje% our moft fm- 

* cere and hcsuty. Thaaki* for yoK.^idtffaiQom Speech 
^ from the Throne. 
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* The SitOAtion of Affairs, both at Home and Abroad, 

* gives your faithful Commons the higheil Satiafailion, and 

* fills their Hearts with the decpeft Senfe of Gratitude tD 
' yonr Majefty, being fully fenfible, that the prefect Happi- 

* uefs wc enjoy h th« entire E&ft of your Majefty's Wif- 
' dom and Rcibludon. 

* Such Supplies, as ihall be neceflary for the Honour^ 

* Safety and Defence of your Majelty and your Kingdoms, 

* ihall chearfully and effeaually be raifed by your faickfial 

* Commons, with aU poilible Duty to your Majefty, and a 

* juft Regard and Concern for thofe we repiefent. 

* We aifo beg Leave to alTure your Majefly, that in all 

* our Deliberadons, as well in railing the SupplieSj as in the 

* Dilbributbn of the pubJick Revenues, we will purfue fucH 

* Meafurcs, as will moft conduce to the prefent and futvii« 

* Eafe of our Fellow Subjeds^ and foch as, agreeably to your 

* Majelly -fi known Goodiiefs and gracious Intentions towards 

* your People, and the conftant Endeavours of your faithful 

* Commons, ihall be confident with the Honour and Jufticc 

* of Parliament, and with the Trade, Intcrcll, and Liberty 

* of the Nation.' 

* That our Proceedings may carry with them the Weight 

* and Credits which always ought to attend the Refolutions 

* of the Commons of Great Britain \ and that the necefTary 

* Difpatch may be given to the Publick Bufmef^, we will ufe 
' our utmoft Endeavours to avoid all unreafonable Heata and 

* Animofities, and not fuffer ourfelves to be diverted, by any 
'* fpecious Pretences whatfoever, from ftedfaftly purfuing the 

* true Inteiell of our Country, which , in Purfuance of your 

* iWajefty's molt gracious Recommeniiiition, from your great 

* Exam pi e^ and our own indifpenljble Duty, (hall upon all 

* Occafions be our £ril and principal Care- 



To this Addrefs his Majdly retum'd the following An* 
fwer* 



The Klnji*j An* 



Gentlemen, 

I Return you my Thanks for thefe dutiful Affurances of 
your Zeal and Affe£lion for me j and 1 make no 
" Doubt but that yuur Refolutions to purfue fuch Meafurcs, 
** as will molt conduce to the Eafe and true Intercll of all 
** my Subjeds, will as effeftuaJly rEConimend you to the good 
" Opinion and Eflecm of my People, as they are acceptablf; 
*' to me. 



Jan, 51. The Hon fe having no immediate Bufmefs be- 
fore tkcm^ Mx Sioidy^ iiood up and ipoke a$ follows : 

Mi 
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Mr Speaker, 

As the Houfe f^ms at prefent to be at Leifare, I fliall 
►take the Opportunity to put them in Mind of a BUI, that for 
^ wo or three SelTions fuccelTwely has paffed in this Houfe, ^^t aanrfri'i u^l 
twthout any Oppofition whatever^ aud has been as often iifn for L^nsjit 
Ithrovvn oat m the other. What their Reafons were m the iion-Bi k i^ikii 
[tJther Hoiife for fo often throwing out fuch a Bill, I fliall ^mofb^m 
Hot take upon me fo mueh as to guefs at ; but I think it never 
net with any real Oppofition in this Houfe; There were in- 
Piieed fome Gentlemen, who telliiied a Sort of a Diflikeio the 
Bill, but I Ehink they never carried it fo far aa to form anji 
Argument againlt it^or to bring tht Affiiir to a Debate, 
has been often lemarkcd, that there never was, as yet, any 
thing brought into either Houfe of Parliament, that was real- 
ly in itfcif ufeful and neccflkry for the publick WelfarCj but 
what, by a proper Perfeverance, was at lafl carried through 
I find paiFed in to. a Law, Even a good Thing may, for a con- 
[.liderable Time, by many bemiilaken ; from private Pafllons 
*and Prejudices, for want of being rightly undedlood, it may 
"for fome Time meet with Oppofidon, but Truth and Reafoji 
will ahvays at I aft prevail ; and when we are fully convinced 

I of the Goodnefs and Ufcfulnefs of what is offered^ it has 
'always hitherto been found, that a Senfe of our Duty has in 
lioth Houfes of Parliament got the better of all other PaiTionf, 
'iK^hich fome Men might privately harbour In their BreaHs. 
This, Sir, encourages me to perfcvere in what I have fo often 
Jiad the Honour to offer to this Houfe, and to renew it again 
this SeiEon, notwithftanditJg it? bad Fate in former Seffior.s 
of Parliament. I am thoroughly convinced , that what I 
liave to offer, h not only a good Thing, but abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the Prefervaiion of our Conftitution ; and there- 
fore I hope it win, by its own Weight, at laft force its Way 
through the Oppofition it has hitherto met with. 

* 1 believe. Sir, every Gentleman in the Houfe, by this 
Time, fuppofes that I mean the Bill, Far making fnsrt 
eff'eBuai the Lanvs in ^ring^/br ^i/ahling Perfinsfrom bei}tg 
iht^ftn Mtmhtrs o/i or Sitiifrg ar Voting in thii Houfi^ ivtit 
hit^s any Fmfim during Fka/ure^ ar fer any Number oj* 
Tmrt^ or any Oji^i heid in Truft fm' them. This is the Bill 
I propofe to have renewed ; and as this Houfe has been fully 
ipprizedof the Concents of the Bill, defigned in forme rSeflions^ 
for thcfe good and falutary Purpofes^ I have prepared a Bill 
%vhich I have here ready Id otter to the Houf^, and which v^ 
the very fame. Word for Word, \vith thr.t Vthith m the very 
kft Seflion of Parliament had the Approbation of tlds Houfe; 
J there Fore think it quite unneceifary to m^ve the Houfe for 
Leave to bring i> fuch a Bill 1 but rpy Alotion ihall be for 
Leave to bring ^f ih? E^ which J have now 'm my Hand/ 
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• Hereupon Mr Winnington observed, ' That the cotiflant 
Pmdice of chr Houfe, for an hundred Years pail, h^ been 
CO tiiove for 3 Bill to h^ brought in, and not for Leave to 
bring it up to the Bar : That fhould this laudable Method 
be broke into, and theaticieot Cuilom revived for each Mem- 
ber Co prcfent what he picas^d, the/ might be furiprh'd 
miQ Things very improper and inconilllcnc with the JJigni- 
ty of the Houfe : That tliercfore, though he imd iiothin^ 
to % againlt the BiM, 'twas his Opinion the honourabS 
Gentleman's My uoj* ought not to be comply 'd with : Then 
to wave the QueiUon^hc caird for the Order of the Day. Up- 
on this Sir Edward Staoleyi Xaight of the Shire for Lanca- 
fliire, fpoke for the Motion ^ and decbr'd, • That he faw 
nothing in it irregular j for that Leave to bring in a BUJ, 
or Lciive to bring up a Bill, was in Effe£l the fame Leave 1 
ns?r coaid he conceive wherein lay the mighty DiiFerenqe.* 
Hejeupon Sir William Vpnge fpoke as fdlows : 

Mr. Speaker, 
* I do not at alJ wonder to fee the Gentlemaa who made 
the liril Mociou, perfcverc in the fame Thing ; bit I mull con- 
fer I am a Uttle furprixed to fee feveral State-Topicks every 
Year renewed and inMicd on by fome Gentlemen in thb 
Hotife, notwiihlbnding their having feen diefe Topicks fo 
often difapproved of by a Majority of the Htiufe, As to 
thefc, I am really quite tired with hearing the fame Aigii- 
ments repeated over and over again every Seffion of Pajlia- 
mtnt ; The honourable Gcndemati (liould not have faid, that 
the Bill he mentioned had always pafied, even in this Houfe^ 
vitacutOppofition; th^re were gen erJly Jomc Gendcmen 
apj>ear*d againll It, and o-en tei;ified their Difliketo it ; But 
let the Bill be what it will, let it be a good Thiag, or let it 
be a bad Thing, the Manner in which the Gentleman do- 
£re& to have it iDti educed is very e^:tmordilla^y, It i^ in- 
deed a Privilege of the Members of the other Hoidc, that any , 
Lord may offer a Petition or a Bill to the Hou& without ask* 
ing Leave of the Houfe j but this Privilege the Me^nbers of 
thi5 Houfe have, for the Sake of l>ecency and Order, given 
up long ago ; mid I can fee no manner of Redbn for our re* 
afluming it^ or for our beginning now to extend our Privi- 
leges beyond what they have been for ibmany Years pafl. As 
to the buagini: of Bills into this Houfe^ it is a ell know^n, 
that ihe uiuai Motion on f^tch Occ Jl lUs h for Leave to bring 
in fnch a Bill a^ ia propofed ; but this is a new Sort pf Mo- 
tion; k is a Motion for Leave to bring up fucK a Bill, which is 
a very eKtraorJm.iry Motion, and fuch as 1 :im fure there is, 
in the pre fen t Cafe, no manner of Occ^ifion hr, and there- 
fore J re;;% thinJc the Motion ought to be rejet^tcd, it ongbt 
CO have a iscptive put upanit i but fw«e the w9rU*y G^a- 

ckiiiaa 



tlcman nea^ me [Mr'^ff^innihgton'] has'waved that PbJnt, and abm «.^ceo.it-. 
Ii9s moved for the Order of tjie Day, I fhall now only fecqnd \_ , -^'-^ ^ 
his Motion"* " . 

Mr Walter Plumcr Hood up next, and took Notice of Mr w. Humer. 
what Sir William Yoifgc had' urg'd touching the fkme 
Arguincnts being rcpeatea every Si.ffidn of Parliament^ tho' 
the Ivlajority. had often determined againft them ;. and ad- 
ded, * I'hat whatever that Gentleman might think in that' 
Bjefpe6k, it was Jiis Opinion the Majority could not alter the 
Nature o[ Right and . Wrong ; and for his Part, let the 
Afejority determine as ■ often ns they.would, yet he (hould 
always be ready to offer thofe Arguments, which he took 
to be good ones, againft fuch as he tl'*Dught were not fo r 
As for the Cjfentlemah*s being afraid left the Members of 
thi? Houfe (hould. rd-aflbme any ancient Privilege, or ex- 
tend thofe they at pefejit enjoy,, he faw no Reafon for his 
being fo cautious in that Re/pedl, fince what was propofed. ' * 

was in Efio^ no ReaiTumption of any old Privilege, nor 
Exrenfion of any Privilege they enjoy *d-, it was at moft ne- 
glecting only .a Piece of" Form upon an extraordinary OcCa- 
' iibn, when there appeafd no manner pfUfe in obferving it.* 
Then Sir William Wyndham Ipbkc as follows : 

■" ^^^'' ' . • " " ■'. ' 

* I am furprizM to hear any Gentleman in this Houfe sirw.wyndtoa. 

find Fault with Gentlemen infiiUng vpon, their Opinions, not- 
wlthftanHiog their, having been difapproved of by a Majo- 
rity in former SeffioQS 0fTParIiament. I do not think that' 
t&6 Majority's befng of a contrary Opiniort, can ever be; 
made Ufe of as" an Argument for oaiiY^ncuig Men that they 
are in the wrong*: .The Minority^ notvcitkUndltig their b^,' 
isg out- voted, ^^ wf^ have as good ^ Opinion . of their| 
Cyinions, as tl^ 'MJajflir ity have of f^'&dr^.^ It has often hap-; 
pesed, that wliat has been difapproved of by the Majority 
in one Sei&on of .Farlfament, bus been approved of by a 
Majority in (bnte ^ture,. perhaps .in the very next Seffipn 
of Parliament ; and'even as to tlve Qitt now in Hand, it has. 
been two or three limes apprav d of by .the Majority of tliia 
Houfe, and as oftea rf jc^ed or difam>roved by the Miybrityi. 
of the other Hpiife ; what their ^eafona were I do not' 
know, but I am, of Opinion, that the fame Reaibns againft ' * 

the Bill were not bftgred to the Members of this Houfe, that 
were offered to the Members of the other ; for if they had,, 
it would probably have been difapproved of, and rejeded by. 
the Majority even of this Houfe. From hence it appears^ 
that the Majority's being of any one Opinion, is no inTallible 
Sign of that Opinion's being right. This, Sir, I thought my* 
ieff obliged to take Notice of, that thofe Gentlemen^ who 
lisqppen to be generally of the (ame Opihion^ with the Ma\o- 
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rity, may not from theocc -conclude tliat ihty are certainly 
right. As to tJie Matter now in Difpute^ I reaJJy think it 
is of no Moment ; Whether the Gentleman fliill have Leave 
to bring up the BUI, or to bring in a BiH, js to me a Matter 
of fo much IndiiFefcnce, that I cannot fi»d out a Reafon why 
tke Gentleman*s Motion fhould have been oppofed ; for to 
order a Gentleman to prepare a Bill, after he has told us 
that he has prepared oiiCj jnd that it h the very fanie 
with what the Majority of this Houfe has in former Sef- 
fions approved of, really feems to me to be a little incon- 
gruous ; I can find oat no Reafon for Gentlemen's infiiting 
upon this Piece of Incongruity, unlefs it be that they have 
a Diflike to the BilHtfelf, We certainly ought in general 
to obferve the vfual Method of Proceedings i but furely, 
we ought not to obferve any cuflomary Method, when the 
obferving it appears to be in Itfelf abftird,' 

Upon this Sir John R ufho at declared ^ *That hcfaw nothing 
in the Motion either new or unprecedented : That he remem- 
bred there was a Bill prefented in the Hotife of late Years, 
in the fame or rather in a more extraordinary Manner, and 
this was the lail Sufpenfion of the Baheai C&rpm Aft in 
the late Reign 1 when the Gentleman who brought in that ■ 
BilJ, fitting clofe at the Bar of the Houfe, rofe up, and af- 
ter informing the Houfe of the Danger the Ctown and King- 
dom were in from the rebelJious Plots then cariying on, and^ 
the NeceiEty of impowcring his Majefly to fecure all faf- 
peOed Perfonsj he told them he had prepared a Bill for that^ 
Purpofe, and therefore moved for Leave to bring it up^ 
which was immediately granted ; and the Bill, to the befl' 
of his Memory, wa^ read twice that Day, and ordered to 
be committed : That this was feme thing more esftraordinary 
than the Motion beibre them, becaufe Se Bill ciien ordered 
to be brought up had never hp^h before the Houle, and by' 
Confequeftce no Member oouIJ be anv \vay apprized of the 
Contents thereof j whereas the Bill m Quellion had been 
before the Houfe, and frequently had t^ieir Approbation: 
That as for the Privilege inherent m every Member of this 
Houfe, fe believed none would difpute but chat the ancient 
Methbd has been for any Member to offer what he pleafes,* 
, Hereupon Sir Willbm Yonge ftdod up, and explained him- 
felf with regard to that Part of his Speech, which touched oq 
the Privilege of Members, He faid. ' That there feem'd 
to be a Milkke, as to what he bad mentioned about the Mem- 
bers of the Houfe not being allowed to bring in any Thing 
without Leave of the Houfe : That this has not properly any 
Relation with what are called the Privileges of the Houfe : 
That it is only a Rdlcaint which the Members of the Hotife 
Jxave thought proper to lay on themfdves, for the more or- 
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dcrly carrying on the Publick Bufinefs, and to prevent any Annoe. ceo. ir. 
TTiing that is trifling from being brought before us ; and this y^^ 2I ^}l\^ 
Refbaint has been found (6 convenient and neceflary for pre^ 
ferving the Honour and Dignity of the Houfe, that it has 
never for many Years been departed horn, but upon the 
anoft extraordinary Occaiions.* 

Sir William Yonge was back'd by Sir Robert Walpole, sir r. wjjpoie. 
who added, * That the Precedent quoted by Sir John Ruih- 
out was on one of the mod extraordinary Occafions that 
ever can happen, and in a Cafe that required the utmoil Dif- 
patch ; That in fhort there was no COmparifon between that 
Cafe and the Cafe before them ; That the Cafe of this Bill 
did in no ways depend on this extraordinary Method ; for 
ihould the Gentleman move in the ufual Manner for Leave 
to bring in the Bill, and Orders ihould thereupon be given 
by the Houfe to fome Gentlemen to prepare and bring in the 
fame, this Method would be no Hindrance to the pafling of 
the Bill, or occafion its being put off 'till the next Seflion of 
Parliament.' Upon this Mr Sandys rofe up, and (poke a fc- ^ '*°^ 
cond Time as follows; 
Sir, 

* I flmll be very hx from making any Cbmparifons be- 
tween the Cafe in Hand, or between any Cafe, and that 
which immediately concerns the Safety and Prefervation of 
the Crown : But, as I had affured you that the Bill, which 
I have in my Hand, was the very fame with that which had 
before been approved of by this Houfe, I thought it was 
quite unneceflary for the Houfe to obferve that Ceremony of 
orderingfome Gentlemen to prepare and bring in a Bill, which 
was already prepared ; and which the floufe has approved of 
in the very laft SefBon of Parliament : This was my Reafon 
for moving for Leave to bring it up. I do not defire to bring 
any Thing into this Houfe without firft having the Leave of 
the Houfe for fo doing ; yet I cannot think, that though 
the andent Method of proceeding were revived, the Houfe 
would be in any Danger of being furprized into any Thing : 
There is no Bill can pafs in this Houfe *till it has been three 
Times read in the Houfe, and has palTed thro' a Conunittee 
of the Houfe 3 and while thofe Forms are obferved, the Houfe 
never can be furprized into the paffmg of any Bill, even 
though we ihould again re-aiTume that Privilege of every 
Member*s having a Power to bring into the Houfe whatever 
he pleafes. It is not the Reilraint we have laid ourfelves 
under, that prevents the Houie's being furprized ; it is the 
Necedity of naving the Bill fo often read before it can pa6; 
for when t Gentleman has moved for Leave to bring in any 
Bill for the Purpofes he mentions,. the Houfe cannot kuow 
whether the Bill prepared and brought in be according to 
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Annofi. C(o.!f, tBcir Orders till it be once read in the Houfe : Some Gen- 
tlemen might move for Leave to bring in a Bill, and upon 
their obtaining fuch Ixave, and being ordered to prepare and 
bring in the fame, might bring in a Bill of a quite difFerenc 
Nature; but this would probably be difcoverM on the fif ft 
Reading, and the Bill would without Doubt be thrown out ; 
and whoever endeavoured thus to impofe on the Houfe, would 
deferve, and would probably meet with a moft fevere Cenfiire, 
' But the prefeni Difpute is not whether any Thing (hail be 
brought into the Houfe without Leave ; the whole Difpute 
Tcally feems to be between the Words ta ^rirfg up, and th.^ 
Words tQ briftg m ; for my Part, I am quite indifferent in this 
Affair i whether I have lieave to bring it up now, or to 
bring it in a little while hence, does not, in my Oiiinlon, 
Jignify much ; if I have Leave to bring it up, I muit imme^ 
diately take a Walk to the Bar ; if I have Leave to bring in 
a Bill, and am ordered to prepare one for that Parpofe, I 
fliaU take a Walk the fame Way in a very little Time j this 
1 do not take to be any material Difference : But as for the 
BiW itfelf, I do tliink it of fuch Confequencei that if there 
were any Method by which we could ftiew a more than ordi- 
nary Regard to this Bill, that Method ought certainly to be 
obferved/ 

t^^tf^t "^ Then Mr Speaker read, from the Journal of the Houfe of 
ineuVa Biij/rc^ad the 9th Year of the ficign of King George L the Piece* 
^ ^ ^P''^^^- dent mentioned by Sir John Ruihout, and faid. 

Gentlemen, 

THE ufual Method of Proceeding h this Houfi, as t9 
bringing in ofBiih iSffrJl, t& mo^e/hr Lea^ve f^ ^^'^^g 
ifi a BiU for fuch or futh Fm^f^fes^ and that being agreed is ^ 
the Hott/e iken arders fome ^f their &-wn Nuf^hr to prepare 
and bring in the Bill ; thii is ths ufiml Met hod ^ hut in the 
Precedent I ha^e nsixj reud t$ you it ^ppears^ that the tbea 
Solid tsr Genera/ [Sir P. Yorke.] mo^ed /hr League to bring 
Mp fuch a Billy 'which 'was granted^ and he immediutdj 
hrmght up the Bilh ^«^ the fame ^vas read a firft Time '^ 
fr&m "vohich it is plain that Mr BoUcitmy ^.^hen he made Ms 
Motion^ inform' d the Houfe that he had prepared fie h a Bi/l^ 
and had it then reetdy to be laid before them^ and therefpre 
he momed for Lea^e tti bring it up, ^^vhich it feems the Houfe 
at this Time eompl/d mnth. 

Upon this fome Members fufpe^Ving that Mr Speaker waif, 
jn Purfuance of this Precedent, going to put the Queflion 
on the Motion made by Mr. Sandys, they cali'd, out. No, 
No. Hereupon Mr Speaker immediately refum'd liia 
Speech, as follows. 

Gentlemen, 



{ 267 ) 

Gendemetti 

At to the Affair in Handy or any Affair that cmes iefore 
this Hou/ey I am not to appear of one Side of the ^eftion 
nor of the other. It is my Bufenefs to take Care that thi 
Orders and Methods of Proceeding Jhall be regularly ohfer^ed. 
In all ^ueftions about Order I am to tnfnrm youy fo far as 
confijls woitb my Kno'wledgey ofiuhat has been formerly done 
in the like Cafes ; and I am to take Care that all Decency 
and Order Jhall be obfervedy both in our Debates and Fro* 
€eedings : This is my Duty, and this I Jhall always endea- 
*vour to perform as far as lies in my Poiver: In all Cafes I 
am to obferve thofe DireSions that the Houfe Jhall be p leafed 
to gi<ve ; and in the prefent Cafe I only defire, to knTwfrom 
yoUy ivhat Method you ivill obfer^ve, <whether you are inclined 
iofoUo^vQ the Precedent no'w read toyouy or if you are inclin- 
ed to proceed according to the Method ufually obfertjed: But 
I muftputyou in Mindy that if you proceed according to the 
ufual Methody Decency requires that the Bill Jhall not be 
brought in immediately after the Order for preparing and 
bringing in the fame ; // is nectary thatfome Time Jhould in^ 
tervene between the Order for preparing it, and the Prefent^ 
ing of it to the Houfe j and therefore I mufi dejircy that thofe 
Gentlemen luhofljollbe ordered to prepare and bring it /», may 
not go immediately to the Bary and tell us, that they havcy ac* 
cording to Order, prepared fuch a Bill, and are ready to bring 
it in. 

Hereupon Mr Sandys not iniifting on his Motion, but ^_ 

agreeing to have the Bill brought in according to the ufual Ms MoUon for*^ 
Method, the Queftion was put. That Leave be given to bring PeXa^Biiif* 
in a BiU, For making more effeSlual the La^s in Being for 
difabling Perfons from being chofen Members of or Jit ting or 
'voting /«, the Houje of Commons y lAjho ha^ve any Penjion dur- 
ing Fleafurey or for any Number of Tears y or any Offces held 
in Trufi for them; This being agreed to without any Oppo- 
fition, Mr Sandys and Sir Edward Stanley wereorder'd to And inftcad there- 
prepare and bring in the. fame. Then the Houfe refolv*d ffnfe^JSrJaSOT- 
Kfelf into a CcHnmittee of the Supply, and as foon as that derM u> be brought 
was over, Mr Sandys prefented the ^d Bill to the Houfe, '"* 
which was received and read the fiifl Time^ and orderM to 
be read a fecond Time. 

February 2. The Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a Committee, ^, , ^ _ - 

f % r t n t f> 1 1 i*«^./i « Debate concern- 

to conuder huther of the Supply granted to his Majetty, and ing the Number 
Mr* Andrews, Member for Hindon, moved, • That the Niua- ""^ ^'^'^'^^'^ 
bcr ofeffeaive Men to be provided for Guards and Garri- wrAndrcyrs, 
fens in Great Britain, and for Guemfey and Jerfey, for the ^ 

Year 1733, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, 
which the Six Independent C^panies condll of, for the 
L 1 2 Service 

: • Vt^ity Fjym^er of the Tmes. 
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Service of the Highlands, 17,709 
Non-CommiiJJon Officers included. 

This Motioo was feconded by Mr WhJm'Orth, Member 
for Minehead ; and fuppoited by Sir I'homas Robinfon, 
Member for Morpeth ; Sir Richard Lane, Member for 
Worceiler J Sir Archer Croft, Mimbcr for BeeralHon ; Sir 
William Yonge, Hon. Mr Henry Pelham, Mr Horatio Wal- 
pole, and Sir Robert Walpole : But was very warmly op- 
posed by feveral Members ; and the Lord Morpeth thereupon 
mov'd, *That the Number of ei!t^ive Men for the Year 
1733, be only 12,000; he was feconded by Mr Harley, 
Member for the County of Hereford ; and back'd by Mr 
Bramfton, Member for Maiden ; Mr Rolh, Knight of the 
Shire for Devonftiire ; Sir John Barnard, Sir Jofepk Jekyll, 
Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Palmer, Mem- 
ber for Bridgewater ; Mr Thomas Wyndham, Hon. Mr Ed- 
ward Bigby, Knightof the Shire for Warwick ; Mr Pakency, 
Sir John St* Aubin, Knight of the Shire for Cornwall ; Sir 
Thomas Saunderfon, Knight of the Shire for Lincoln ; and Sir 
$kj. HipocCflucjK j^^^ ^^^^ ^Q^j^jj^ Member for Cambridge. The Courtiers 
iirg*d in Support of the Motion, ' That tho' the publick 
TranquiJityof Europe was now ellabli^ed^ yet the Prefcrva- 
tion thereof depended on fo many Accidents, that it conJd 
not be certainly relyM on, and therefore we onght always to 
be in fuch Circiimflances, as to be able not only to defend 
ourfelvea, but like wife to fui0 all ojr Engagements to our 
Allies: That there was ftill a very powerful and confiderablc 
Party in the Kingdom, firmly attached to the interelt of the 
Pretender, and daily watching for an Opportunity to diJlurb 
the Qniet of the Nation, by cndea\*onring to overturn the 
prefent happy EibblilTimenI ; and therefore it was neccffary 
to keep up an armed Force fuiHcient to diilipate any fudden 
Jnfurredion that might be raifed by fuch Men : That this 
Party was ftiU the more audacious, and the more to be 
dreaded, becaufe they %vere encouraged and fpirited op by a 
great many fcandaions and feditious Libeb, which were daily 
fpread abroad, even by thofe who pretended to be Friends to 
theProteilantSucceffion, and to the illuftrious Family now 
on the Throne/ Sk Archer Croft faid on this Occafion, 
* That the continuing of the fame Number of Forces w'as the 
more neccffary, becaufe to his Knowledge Popery was in- 
creaiing very hR in the Country, for that in one Parifh 
which he knew, there were no lefs than feven Popifti Pridb ; 
and that the Danger from the Pretender was the more to ha 
feared, becaufe they did not know but thnt he wns then 
breeding his Son a Proteilant/ Then Sir Robert Walpole 
took Notice^ ' That a Reduftion of the Army was the chief 
Thiik wiihed [qt and defired by all the Jacobites in the 
^X Kingdom % 
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Kingdom ; that no RcdudUon had ever been made^ but what Anno 6. Geo. n* 
gave frefli Hopes to that Party, and encouraged them to ^^^^^1^'^ 
raifc Tumults againft the Government ; and he did not 
doubt, but that if they (hould refolve to reduce any Part of 
the Army, there would be Poft-Horfes employ'd diat very 
Night, to carry the good News thereof to the Pretender and 
his Adherents beyond Seas.' To this Mr Horatio Walpolc Mr H.Waipoin 
added, * That the Number of Troops then propofed was 
abfolutcly neceflary to fupport his Majcfty's Government, 
and would be neceflary, as long as the Nation enjoy'd the 
Happinefs of having the prefent illoilrious Family on the ^vPl 
Throne.' 

Sir William Wyndham alledg'd, in Support of Lord Mor- sir w. wyndhwu 
peth's Motion, * That if they gave any Credit to his Majefty 's 
Speech from Uie Throne at the Opening of the Seffion, which 
they were in Duty bound to do, the Tranquility of Europe 
never was, nor ever could be on a more firm Bafis than 
at prefent, and therefore a Redudion was now to be 
made in the Army, or fuch Redudion was never to be ex- 
peded: That as to the Pretender, he did not believe that there 
was any confiderable Party for him in this Nation : That 
that Pretence had always been a Minillerial Device made 
ufe of only for accomplifliing their own Ends ; but that it 
was in reality a meer Bugbear, a Raw-Head and Bloody- 
Bones, fit only to frighten Children ; for that he was very 
well convinced his Majefty reigned in the Hearts and Af- 
fedious of his People ; upon that his Majefty's Security de- 
pended ; and if it did not depend on that, the illuilrious 
Family now on the Throne could have but little Security in 
the prefent Number, or in any Number of Standing-Forces, 
that could be kept up for its Defence : That if there was 
any Difafifedion, or any Difcontent in the Nation, it was 
owing to the keeping up of fuch a numerous Standing Army 
in Time of Peace within this Kingdom, whereby the People 
were fubjeded to many Loads and Hardfhips which they 
were never before acquainted with : That the People of Eng- 
land had never gone into any violent Meafures, or carry^d 
their Refentment to any Pitch againft the Prince upon the 
Throne, but when the Prince, or thofe employ'd by him, 
were Mt in the Fault : That this Maxim was fo generally 
true, that in our whcAe Hiftory, there was no Inftance to the 
contrary, but only that whurh happen'd in the Reign of 
King Charles I. and that therefore, if there was any Un- 
cafinefs among the People, the proper Remedy was, to re- 
move thofe Things which were the Caufes thereof: U the 
Minifters ftiould change their Meafures, the People would 
certainly alter their Minds : That the Dutch were, by the 
^icu^tipn of clieir Country, in a much more dangj^rous State 
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than we are or can be in^ and yet die Dutch had then ns* 
folved on a Redudion of thdr Army, and therefore w« 
CO old have no Pretence for con tinoing ours/ 

Mr Shippen likewife obferv'd, * Tiut though the ge- 
neral Arguments in the Affair before them had often been 
canvaffed in that Houfe, yety that the Debate of this D^y 
fccm^d to him fomething new ; In former Vears the Gentle* 
men, who argued for the Continuance of a numerous Stand- 
ing Army in Time of Peace, always argu'd for the Coa- 
dnuance thereof only ibt one Year longer; but that Gentle- 
man had now thrown off the Mask, and were become daring 
enough to declare, * That the fame Number of Forces muft 

* always be kept up j and chat a numerous Army muft for 

* ever be continued, and be made^ as it were, a Part of our 

* Conftitution i ' That we have already con tin uM the Army fo 
long, that fome Gentlemen had toid the Houic this Day, 
what no Man would have venturM to have told them a few 
Years ago : That if they continued the fame Army but a 
littk while longer, it might be in the Power of fome Gen* 
tlemen to talk to the Houfe, in Terms no Way agreeable to 
the Conflitution or to the Liberties of our Country : That to 
teO the Houfe that the fame Number of Forces mult be always 
kept np, was a Propofition fraught with innumerable Evils^ 
and more particularly with this, that it may make wickecl 
Minillers more audacious, than otherwife they would be, in 
projedting and propagating Schemes, which may be incon- 
fitlent with the Liberties, deftr native to the Trade, and bur- 
then fome on the People of this Nation : That m Countries 
which are governed by Standing Armies^ the Inclinations of 
the People are but little minded, the Minillers place their 
Security in the Army, the Humours of the Army they only 
confult, with them they divide the SpoiLs and tlie wretched 
People are plundered by both/ He added, * That in this 
Kingdom, his Majelly has the Hearts, the Hands, and the 
Pudes of all his Subjects at his Service, and he wilh'd he 
might have them always at his Service ; but he hoped they 
would never be In his Power j That his Majefty dcfired no 
fuch Thing ; That he never can deAre it ; That he depends 
only on the Affe(5lions of his People ; That therefore he was 
convinced, that the Demand offo numeronsa Standing Army 
never could come from him : That it was no Way neceffary 
for his Support, whatever it mfght be for the Support of 
rhofe who now defired to have it continued/ Mr RoUe hid, 

* To him it appeared, in order to preferve ourfeJves againll one 
who might perhaps prove a Tyrant, we were going to elta- 
blifh I HpOoo Tyrants, and to make their Elbblilhment m 
ibme Meafure a Part of our Conilitution : And that in order 
to he free of a Keligion which we think a bad one, we a^re 

rdblved 
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rdblved to havfi' none at all : That as to the Party which the ^^^ ^- ^«- n- 
Pretender had in this Nation, he could not believe there "i^'^'-' _| 
was any fuch Thing : It was nothing but a mere Pretence, 
and the making Ufe of that Pretence on all Occafions, really 
could not but make him recall to Mind that wicked and 
blafphemous Saying of Pope Leo X. who, on Occafion of a 
Proceffion's pafTmg by while he was at an elegant Entertain- 
ment, faid to his Cardinals, ^antum profuit Nobis hac Tabula 
Chripi ! He concluded with thefe Words : Let us do as 
our Forefathers ufed to do. Let us remo'ue the Wicked from 
before the King, that fo his l^hrone may he efiahliflj^d in 
^ighteoufnefs? Mr Pulteney faid, * That he could not but MrPuitcner. 
be diverted with fome Arguments that were then, and had 
been on former Occafions made Ufe of, for keeping up a 
StandingArmy inTime of Peace : That the laft Year the Houfe 
was told, that a Popifh Solicitor was a dangerous Man to the 
Government, \^eep. 123.] and now that Popifh Solicitor had 
fpawn'd out fcven Popifh Priefts, \^ee p, 268.] and even the 
Poft-Hories [See p, 269.] had join'd in this traiterous Q)n- 
federacy/ 

In Anfwer to the Argument brought frohi the Reduction 
of the Dutch Forces, Mr Pelham declar'd, * That the MrPdjMiii. 
Reduction mention'd was not then agreed to by the States 
General : That it was a great Queftion whether it would 
or no, and if it fhould, it was only a Redudlion of the laft 
Augmentation, whereas the laft Augmentation had been re- 
duced by us long ago ; fo that the Dutch were hdw only 
foing to make that Redudlion, which we had made upon the 
rft Profpedl we had of feeing the Tranquility of Europe 
eftablifli'd : That tho' the RedudUon propofed in Holland 
jhould be made by them, yet they would ftill have in Pro- 
' portion a much greater Number of Standing Forces, than 
what was now propofed to be kept up in this Kingdom.* Sir 
Robert Walpole added, * That he could not help taking No- sir r. waipoi^ 
tice of an Obfervation one Gentleman had made, as to the 
People's never carrying their Refentment to any Pitch againft 
the Prince upon the Throne, unlefs the Prince, or thofe em- 
ployed by him, wei« firft guilty of fome Fault : That that 
Member was pleafed to admit of one Exception to this Rule, 
in the Caie or King Charles I. But the Gentleman ought 
to have admitted of another Exception, and that was in the 
Time of King Geoi^ I. That he did not know what Pitch 
of Refentment the Gentleman might mean, but he was fure 
there were fome People, who carry *d their Refentment a£;ainft - 

that King to a very high Pitch ; and it could not be faid that 
he was ever guilty of any Fault, nor that thofe employ 'd by 
him had, then at leaft, been guilty of any Fault j yet fome 
People carried their Refentment fo high, that they appeared 
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in Arms, in order to dethrone him ; That he tJiank' J God, 
they did not fucceed in tlieir Attempt : That they happened 
to be defeated by the fmall Number of Regiikr Forces we 
had then in the Kingdom, -which were much inferior to diem. 
in Number ; fuch vvas our great good Luck at that Time ; 
but that he nmil CixYf That thofe Gentlemen, who defired 
to have the Country left as void of Defence as it was at that 
Time, could have but little Regard for our prefent happy 
Confiitution, or for the Security of the iHuilrious Family 
now upon the Throne/ 

Then the Queflion being put on the Motion made by 
Mr Andrews, it was agreed to by 2 j9 again ft 171. 

Fe^. 5. The above Refolution of the Committee was re- 
ported to the Houfe, and thereupon Mr Watkin- Williams 
Wynne, Knight of the Shire for Denbigh, mov'd for the 
recommitting of that Refolutian ; which Motion was fecond- 
ed by Mr William Bromley, Member for Warwick ; and 
fupported by Sir John St Aubin, Mr Sandys, Sir Wilfrid 
Lawfon, Mr William Gwyn Vaughan, Mr Heathcote, and 
Mf Wyndham. They were opposM by Lord Hervey, Lord 
Malpas, Mr Dan vers, Mr Clutter buck. Sir Philip Yorke, 
and Col. Bladen. In this Debate Mr Clutterbuck having 
faid, ' That he wonder'^d to fee Gentlemen fo jealous of 
Encroachments upon our Conll:itution> at a Time when it 
was in its greateft Vigour, and Ihone forth in its purell Luftre i ' 
Mr Wyndham, in anfwer thereto, gave the Houfe an hiilori- 
cal Account of our Conftitution, and of the feveral Dan- 
gers it had been in, and the Changes it had gone through j 
and from thence he /bcw'd^ * That it was vtry far from being 
now in its greateft Vigour, and that on the contrary, there 
were many bad Cuftonn had crept in of late, which were of 
dangerous Confequcncc to our ConfHtution i and might prove 
to be the Cauie of its OverthiX)w, if fome eflFedlual Remedy 
was not fpeedily apply M.' 

TJien the Queftion being put, for recommitting the above- 
mentioned Refolution of the Committee, it v/as carried in 
tlie Negative, by 207 againfl 143 j after which the faid 
Refolution was agreed to by the Houfe. 

Then the Lord Morpeth Hood up, snd rcprefented the 
bad Circumitances of the Nation, by reafon of the great 
Debts and the many Taxes the People groan *d nnder, ai^ 
thejtfore mov'd, * That an humble Addrefs be prefented to 
jhis Majedy, to defire his Majefly, that he would be grad- 
oufly picafed, from his earnell Defire to cafe his People oi 
every Charge not abfoTutcly necciTary, and his Regard to the 
Contlitutio'i of this Kingdoni, to tat;e the firft favourable 
Opportunity of makittg a Redudion of thofe Forces, which 
this Honk hath voted in purfuance of the Eflijiiate laid bc^ 
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kt^ them hy hk Majdly*s Dircftion/ His Lord fhip was AMglCf*.ji 
kfeconded by Mr Sandys, Sir William Wyndham, Mf ^_ri ^^l?._j 
ll*a(teiiey, Mr Shippen, and Mr Hcadicote^ who urg'd, m&adn. 
y The great Neceffity that there was for taking all Opponu- m^vlt^^^n^/ 
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luities to reduce the publick Expencei that thereby feme *»f Jjj ^^^gju 

lOfe Taxes might be takeo oflF, which at prefent lay fo ^ *" 
lleavy on our Trade and our M ana failures, that mofk of our 
^ Teighbours were enabled to underfell us in foreign Markets : 
'hat die keeping up of a Standing* Army in Time of Peace^ 
ithout any abfolnte Neceffity for fo doing, was altogether 
inconfiftent with the Liberties of tiiis Nation : That tho' 
there might be at prefent an abfotute NeceiEty for keeping 
tip the Number of Forces agreed to by that Houfe, yet that 
that NeeelTity might ccafe in a few Months, perhaps in a 
few Weeks i and if fo, it would then become neceflary both 
for the Eafe of the Nation, and for the Prefervation of the 
ConiHtution, to disband fome of them : That though the 
King was always to be pre fumed to be thoronghly acquainted 
with the CircumEances of the Nation^ and always inclined 
do that which might moft contribute to the publick WcU 
•e ; yet it had always been the Cuftom of that Houfe, 
"and was their Duty, to addrefs the King upon Matters of very 
great Confequencc i in order to recommend to his Majeiiy 
thofe Meafurcs which they thought would conduce moil to 
the tibppinefs and Safety of the Nation.' But this Motion 
was oppos'd by Mr Talbot, Lord Hervey, Mr Henry Pelhami Mr TaJbot 
and Sir Robert Walpole. who alledg'd, * That the Prefent- iJi'H!*^;;^^, 
I ing of fuch an Addrefs was in fome Meafure inconfiftent sjj r, Waipolt. 
with the Refolution they had then agreed to : That it was re- 
folving that the Number of Forces for the Year 1735 fhould 
be fo many ; and addrefling that they ihould not be fo many : 
That thcfe two Refolutions, following one another upon their 
^Mloumals, would appear to be very extraordinary : That be-^ 
^Bdes» the Prefenting of fuch an Addrefs would be difrefpe^t- 
^Hbl to his Majcliyf in fo far as it would be a Sort of fnfi^ 
^PHoation that hii Majefiy might negteft taking the firft Op- 
portunity of reducing the Army, and thereby IcfTcning the 
publick Chatge ; and as they never yet had the leail Occa- 
lion to fnfpeSt any fuch Thing, it would be now unjalt ta 
harbour any fuch Sufpicion : That in many Cafes it might 
be the CuHom^ it might be the Duty of that Houfc^ to ad- 
dfcfs the Throne on particular Emergercies ; but in a C^Cc 
that regarded hii M^cfty and his Adminiftration in fuch a 
ipieral Manner, as the Cafe in Hand did, it would be moft 
difre^edfol : That they might as well addrefs his Majefty to 
according to Ij&w, or not to encroach upon the ConfH- 
; and an Addrefs in fuch Terms would, they belie v'd, be 
ow'd fo b« Ibcwing a irery high Difrefpe£t to the Kin^ 
Vgi,, n. M jn ^^sm 
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Upon the Throne/ Mr Shippen, on the other Handy infift« 
ed, ' That his Majefly knew how much the Nation wa5 
loaded with Debts and Taxes, and how inconMent it was 
with pur Conllitution to keep up a Standing- Army in Time 
of Peace, and that therefore his Majefty, he was fure, would 
not look on their Prefenting of fuch an Addrefs as any Way 
difrefpeftful to him.' Some Members having taken Offence 
at thefe Expreffions Mr Shippen reply'd, ' That he could 
not but look on himfelf as a very unfortunate Man, for that 
in the late Reign he had incurred the Difpleafure of many 
Gentlemen, and had undergone a ievere Cenfure of that 
Houfe, for faying that it was one of the greateft Misfor- 
tunes of his late Majefly 's Reign, that he did not know our 
Language, and was unacquainted with our Conftitution ; {^See 
Vol. I. p. 157] and -that now he had difobliged feveral 
others, by faying that his prefent Majefty well knows the 
Circumftances of the Nation, and is acquainted with our 
Conllitution : But that, however, he could not help thinking 
but that his Majefty was thoroughly acquainted with both ; and 
that therefore he would look upon fuch an Addrefs, as pro- 
.ceeding from that honeft Care and Concern, which ^ery 
Member ought to have for thofe who fcnt them thither, 
and not as proceeding from any Difrefped towards him : That 
his Majefty could not be difpleafed therewith, and that thofe 
they reprefented muft be highly pleafed to fee the Houfe fo 
watchful of all Opportunities to lefTen their Charge* and to 
recommend their Eafe and Advantage to the Crown.' But 
the Queftion being put on the Lord Morpeth's Motion, it 
was carried in the Negative, by 203 againll 136, 

Feh. 7. Being the Day on which the Houfe was, according 
to Order, to refolve itfelf into a Committee to confider o£ 
Ways and Means for raiiing the Supply granted to his Ma« 
jefly ; a Motion was made, • That this Houfe will raifip tlie 
neceffary Supplies for the current Service of this Year, with- 
out creating any new Debt upon any Fund whatfoever.' But 
upon the Queftion's being put, it was carried in the Nega- 
tive. 

Fei, 13. The Affair of the Spaniih Depredations having 
given great Uneallnefs to the whole Nation, Sir Wilfiid 
Lawfon rofe up, and ipoke as foUows : 
Sir, 

* The many, and great LofTes our Merchants have fuftain- 
ed by the Depredations committed on them by the Spanialds, 
are, I believe, well known to eveiy Gentleman in this Houie ; 
and it is likewife known, that by the fecond fepaiate Article 
of the Treaty of Seville, all thofe Afiairs were to have beta 
fettled and adjufted in the Space of three Years: Thefe. 
three Years are now expired^ but I do not find that my Body 
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knows how any of thofe Affairs have been fettled and* ad- 
jufled, at leaft I cannot hear of any one of our Merchants 
who has met with any Redrefs. 

* As the Time is now expir'd, I hope our Merchants have 
already got, or are very foon to receive a fufficient Repara- 
tion for all their Sufferings ; this I hope for, and I fliould be 
extreamly glad to have my Hopes confirmed ; it is an Af&ir 
on which the Happinefs of many private Men depends, and 
is of fo much Confequence both to the Honour and Trade 
of this Nation, that it is incumbent upon us, as Members 
of this Houfe, to inquire into it ; and therefore I fhall move» 
That an humble Addrefs he prefented to his Majefly, that he 
will be gracioufly pleafed to give Diredlion, that there may ^ 
be laid before this Houfe, Copies of the Reports made by 
his Majefly*s Conmiiffaries in Spain, together with all Letters 
and Papers relating thereto ; and what Satisfa£tion has been . 
made to the Subjeds of Great-Britain, for the Lofles they 
fuftained by the Depredations of the Spaniards in Europe, or . 
in the Indies, purfuant to the fecond feparate Article of the 
Treaty of Peace, Union, Friendfbip, and mutual Defence, 
between the Crowns of Great-Britain, France, and Spain, 
concluded at Seville on the 9th of November, 1729.* 

This Motion being feconded. Sir Robert Walpole Hood sirR.w*i|«ie. 
np and fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 
* Such an Addrefs as has been moved for, may, if Gen- 
tlemen infift on it, be prefented to his Majefly, but I can 
now afiure you, that there is as yet nothing that his Majefly 
can lay before you ; for though by the Treaty of Seville the 
Commi^ies of the two Nations were to fettle all the Af- 
fairs, referred to them by that Treaty, within the Space of 
three Years from the Date thereof, yet, by Reafon of feveral 
nnfbrefeen Accidents, they never could meet fo as to enter 
upon, or do any Bufinefs till the Month of February lafl : 
Smce that Time they have been proceeding upon the A^rs 
referred to them ; but as yet there is nothing brought to that 
Maturity, or formed into fuch a Shape, as to be proper to 
be laid before this Houfe. The Delays they at firfl met with 
made it neceflary to prolong the Time for fettling and adjufl- 
ing thofe Matters, and therefore it has been agreed between 
the two Nations, that the three Years (ball be computed from 
that Day in February lafl, on which the Cbmmiflaries firil 
met ; and by that Time it is to be hoped that all thofe Affairs 
will be fettled in foch a Manner, as will give full Satisfaction 
to every Member of this Houfe, and full Reparation to every 
one of the Subjedi of Great-Britain, who has met with a 
real Injury from the Spaniards.* 
To this Mr PulteAcy replied. 



■ There is a Term made ufc of in the Exclieqaer, callo^ 
r w. j^ teaey. NUhll^ whicit Term has been fomc times made ufe of bj^ the 
Gentleman who fpoke laft, and has often been given as aq 
Anfwer to this Houfe, when Accounts of the Produce of 
feme certain Branches of the Revenue have been called for* 
Now as to the prefent Affair, it may be that there has not 
as yet been any Thing done^ or at leaft not brought to Ma- 
turity, a»d formed into fnch a Shape, as tq be proper to be 
Jaid before this Houfe : Thi^^ I fay, may be the Cafe^ 
though I muft fay it i* a little furprizing, that in fo long % 
Time there fhould have been nothing done j however^ fup- 
pofiDg that it b the Cafe, yet his Majefty may give us this 
fexchequer-Tcrm for Anfwer \ he may tell us that there has 
not as yet been any Thing done : It is from his Majefty on- 
ly, that this Houfe can properly have an Anfwer i even fudh 
an Anfwer we are not to take fit>m any Member of this 
Houfe, or from any Subjed whatfoevcr. And as the Pre- 
foiting of fuch an Addrefs to his Majefly, will fliew our Con- 
ftitusnts that we are careful of the Afein of the Nation, 
and have a Concern for the Merchants, who have been fq 
great Sufferers by the Depredations committed by the Spa- 
liiards % therefore I am for agreeing with the Motion.* 
4irT-JhAo|. ivfj Puiteney was backed by Sir Thomas Albn as fol- 

lows: 
Sir, 

' If in all ih\% Time there has been nothing done hy 
thofe Comminkriesj I am much afraid that this Affair may 
be fpun out to a very great Length, I do not know but 
that h may laft as long as the Gentlemen who are employed 
as our CommiiTaries may live i fbi as they have thereby a 
good Salary from, and all thdr Charges borne by their 
Conn try, they may not perhaps be too h^ily in concluding 
the Ai&irs referred to them, and thereby putting an End to 
the beneficial Pofl they enjoy i and op the other Hand it ii 
to be prcfumed, that the Spaniards will make nfe of all the 
Excufcs they can invent, for delaying thcii- making that Re- 
paration, which in juiice they ought to do, and which we 
are engaged in Honour to infiil on. It is therefore our Da- 
ty, as Members of this Houfe, to defire from Time to Time 
to know what is doing in an Affair, in which both the Intcreft 
and the Honour of the Nation is fo much concerned, m or- 
der to prevent all unneceffary Delays, and to fatisfy th« 
World that this Nation does not tamely put up fuch In- 
jmies/ 
iQmmu Hereupon Mr Conduit * replied to Sir Thorns Afton : 
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* I ftnd there is a very great Miilake in Pre|t)dice to the 
worthy Gentlemen our Commiffaries in Spain : I muH do 
them the JiiilJce to declare, that to my Knowledge they very 
much deipife the Salaries they Have from the Publickj 
and are pufhing as much as pofllble the Accommodatton 
pf all the Affairs referred to them, in order that they may 
return home to look after their private AjBiirs. I am very 
iure that thete is not one of thofe Gentlemen j who, for the 
Sake of the Salary ^vould have gone out of tlie Kingdom, or 
who would Hay one Month in Spain, or any where, for the 
Sake of enjoying fo trifling a Benefit* It was the Hopes on- 
ly of being fenriceable to their Country, that prevajJed on 
any of them to go thjiher, and they are doing as much as 
lies in their Power to render their Service as beneficial as 
poJfible to their Country ; the fooner that Affair is brought 
to a Condurion, the more bene^cial will their Service cer- 
tainly be. This I iaiow to be the Cafe as to the Gentlemen 
that arc employed, but if it were otherwife, his Majefty 
could certamly take Care, that no unneceflary Delays ftionl^ 
be allowed in an Affair of fuch Confequence, and certaihly 
will lay before this Honfe an Account of all the Proceed- 
ings in that Af^r as foon as it can be conveniently done ; 
and therefore 1 muH be of Opinion, that there is no Oo 
caiion for our prefenting »ny fuch Addrefs ai has beai 
inoved for/ 

To this Mr Pnlteiiey anfwercd. m w. Puteaef , 

Sir, 

' Wc may always depend on it, that his Majelly will take 
all poffiblc Care of this^ as well as of every other Affair that 
regards the Honour or the Happlnefs of the Nation ; but in 
all Affairs his Majdly miifl employ others under him, ho 
muft ncceffarily employ Miniilers and other inferior Agents, 
to tranfa£t and manage the publick Affairs of the Nation ; 
and as they may be dilatory or negligent, therefore it is the 
Duty, and has always been the Practice of this Hoiife » to in- 

S[uire into the Management of Alfairs of great Confetjuence, 
n the prefcnt Cafe 1 am for the Addrefs propofed^ becaufe 
U will be a Spur to the Miniflers, to procure as fpecdy an4 
as ample a Satis&£tion to our injured Merchants, as they can 
poflibly get. Our having taken Notice, in the laft Seffion of 
Parliament, of the Spanish Depredations, procured, I be^evcj 
tJwfe Commiilions and InftnrfHons, which were laft Summer 
hm to his Majefty's Ships of War in the Weft Indies : That^ 
I believe, was the chief Caufe of fending fome of our Ships 
fo the Spanifli Coaft to demand Satisfadion for Engliih Mer- 
chant-Shrps, which they had violently taken, and unjuftly 
fon£fciScd* Qtm of Ihrfc Cap^ did a^gofdingly, in Pur^ 
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faance of the Inftrudions he Kad receivedj fend his Boat wkh. 
his Lieutenant and fomc af his Sailors on Shore, to demand the 
Satisfaftion propofcd s but the Spaniards were fo far from 
oorapl/jng with ib Jiifl a Denxandj that they added a new Af-- 
front, by making the Lieutenant and the Men Prifoners 1^ 
whereupon he, like a brave, honeft, downright EngUfh Cap- 
tain, did what he ought to do^ he fcized the iirll Spanifh 
Ship he could meet with ; but J have been fincc informed, 
'that this Spanifli Ship has been reftored, tho' the Englifti Ship 
has neither been reftored, nor have, the Owners met with any 
Satisfeftion for the Damage and Lofs they have fuftained. 
How thi& came about, how we came to reilare this Ship to 
them, before they had agreed to releafc our Ship, is more 
than I know J or can comprehend ; for as they had done the 
ftrll Injury, they ought, in my Opinion, to have been obliged 
to have made the flrft Rq^a ration. As to the Gentlemen 
that are employed as our CommifTaries in Spain, I do not 
know whether they defplfe their Salaxies or nor, but I am 
fure, if they continue as long in Spain as one Gentleman 
feems apnrchenfive they may, it will verify what I faid in 
this Houfe in relation to thofe Affairs^ that it would have 
been better for the Nation, and more to the Satisfeflioin of 
the SulFerers, to have given up the Affair at iirft, and to have 
given the Sum of Money, which fuch Commiffion might have 
coft the Publick, to be divided among our Merchants, wbo 
bad been robbed and plunder'd by the Spaniards ; for 
even a.^ it is, I am afraid that if the Charges which that 
Commiffion has already, and will (land the Publick in, were 
to be deducted from the Sum, which we may recover from 
the Spaniards by Way of Reparation, there will very little 
remain to be divided among the Sufferers,* 
^riti Waipok. Mr Pulteney having done fpeaking. Sir Robert Walpole 
obferv'd, * That wherever that honourable Gentleman got 
his Information, in relation to the Reilitudon of theSp^iniih 
Ship he made Mention of, to his Knowledge it was errone- 
ous, for chat at the fame Time Orders were fent from hence 
for releafmg the Spanifh Ship, Orden were in like Manner 
fent from the Court of Spain, for releafmg and reftoring the 
English Ship and Cargo* which tJiey had before taken ; and 
that her not being rellored was no Neglect, either at this or 
the Spanifh Court, bat owing to the Excufes and Delays of 
his Catholick Majelly'a Governors in the Weft-Indies ; who, 
notwithilanding exprefs Orders from their Court for d diver- 
ing up the Ship and Cargo, had found fome new Pretences 
for delaying it/ To this Mr Plnmer reply 'J, ' That if the 
Cafe was, as the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft wa& 
j^kafed to affurc them^ he could not but with Pleafure ob- 
kzv^j * Th*t if ever a Wiu fl)QuId happen between Spain and 
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ng, wc inuft certainly get tbe better of dicm i for that cur 
Governors and Officers m the Weft-Indies arc, ic feem'd, 
mod punfliial and exaft in obfenrkg and obeying the Orders 
and Inilru£lions received from hence, even tho' they may 
be perhaps not much to their own private liking j whereas 
on the other Hand it appearM, that his CatholicTc Majefty's 
Governors and Officers in thofc Parts had but little Regard 
to the cxprefs Orders they received from him ; that King, 
it feem'd, having no Authority over his own Officers ; and 
confcqacntly in Cafe of a War between 13s, we fiiould have a 
very confiderablc Advantage over that Nation.' 

At laft the QueAion being put on Sir Wilfrid Lawfon's 
Motion, it was agreed to without any Divjfion ; and the Ad- 
drcfs was acconiingly prefeneed, 

Fek J 6. Sir Conyers D*Arcey f reported hi3 Majefty's 
Anfwcr to the faid Addrefsj viz* " That aJ though by the 
** Treaty of Seville, the CommilTaries on the Part of Great 
*^ Britain and Spain wei^ to meet within four Months after 
*' the Exchange of the Ratification of that Treaty, and 
*' their Commifllons to continue for three Years from the 
" Date of the faid Treaty 1 and akho' his Maje%*s Com- 
*' miiaries were appointed on the zd of April 1730, yet by 

I** fcveral unforefeen Accidents^ the Meeting of thr Com- 
F miflaries in Spain was fo long delayed, that the tirfl Con- 
p fercnces were not opened 'till the 23d of February 1732, 
F N. S, And that as fo much Time was ebpfed before the 
h opening of their CommifBaos, ic has been dnce agreed be- 
1^ tween the two Crowns, that the three Years, forfinifhing 
** the CommiiEon of the fiiid Commiffaries, Ihall be com- 
" puted from their fir ft Meeting on tlie 23d of Feb, laU ; 
" which makei it imprafticablc for his Majeily to give the 
** proper Orders, for laying a perfcft Account before this 
^V* Houfc, of what is defired in tlieir Addrefs/' 
^B Fek 2 K The Houfe refolvM itfclf into a Committee of the 
^Mrholt Houfe, to confidcr of the State of the Trade of his 
^■Ma>efly's Sugar -Colonies in America ; and Mr Winnington 
^ftftoved for a Refolution, * That no Sugir, Ptineels. Syrups, 
^B^ Molofler, nor any Rum or Spirits, except of the Growth or 
^■ifanufa^ure of his Majelly's Sugar-Colomes in America, 
^^lould be importnl mto Ireland, but from Great Britain 
only.* This Motion was oppofed by Mr Carey, * Member 
§0T Bartmouth, who iaid, * That he would with all his 
Heart join in any proper Mcafures, that could be propofcd, 
for encouraging our Sugar-Colonies, but he could not agree 
to the altering the Laws as they then l!ood^ with refpedt to 
\ the. 
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the Importadon into Ireknd : That the allowing of Rum bi 
be impomd diredly into Ireland from any of our Coloniei 
in the Weft-Indiea, was with Dciign to difcourage as much 
as poiBblc the Confamption of French Braadies in tbat King- 
dom I which Dcfign would be entirely over- thrown by the 
Refolution propoled, if any new Law ihould now be 
made in purfuance thereof; for if k ihould be made ne- 
ceilary to bring Rom to, and enter it in England, before it 
could be carry 'd to Ireland^ it would very much enhance the 
Price of that Commodity, by which the Confumptian there- 
of would be difcou raged and dimirtifhcd, and the Confump^ 
tion of French Brandies would confequently be incrcafed: 
That he thought k was unreaTonable to lay fuch a Re* 
ftriftion on the Trade to treland, becaufe that Kingdom was 
a Part of our own Dominions^ and contributed very confide- 
jably to the Riches and Power of En^nd: That befides, if 
a Law flioald be made in the Terms of the Refolotion pro- 
pofedj it would proi>ably embroil us with fome of ouj- Neigh- 
bours : That he did not know but the French would look 
upon it as a Breach of that Article of the Treaty of Utrecht^ 
by which it was ftipulatcd^ chat the Trade between France 
and us ihould remain on the fame Footing it was on at that 
Time ; That the Portuguese would certainly look on it as a 
breach of the Treaties of Peace and Commerce fubfifting 
between us and them, becaufe^ by fuch a Law the Importa- 
tion of Portugal Sugars diredly into Ireland would be ex- 
preily prohibited.* He wai anfwer*d by Mr Scrope, Member 
for Briflolt who faid in Support of the Motion, * That as 
to the enhancing of the Price of fcum in Ireland, and there^ 
by difcoumging the CDnftiraptJon thereof in that fCiogdom^ 
there was no fuch Confequence could enfuc from the Refo- 
Jution propofed, or from any Law that could be made in 
Purfuance thereof, bccanfe there might ilill be as much Rum, 
ai was uequifite for th^ Confumption in thac Kingdom, im* 
ported direflly thither from our own Sugar-Colonies in Amc* 
rica ; what was propofed by the Refolution moved for, wai 
only to prohibit the direft Importation of any of the Corn- 
mod ides mentioned therein, from any of the other Colonies 
in America, and wc had very good Reafon for making fadi 
a Prohibition, becaufe it appeared that what was importcd^j 
direftly into Ireland ft om the other Colonies, was generally 
the Produce of the Foreign Si5^ar-Colonies in thac Part oJP'* 
the World, whereby the Trade^of thofe Colonies was verf 
much encouraged and iinprored^ to the Ruin of our own 
Sugar-Colonies in America : That though we were to look 
upon Ireknd as a Part of our own Dominion^j yet we ought 
Jiot to allow them to encmach upon any Branch of the Trade 
Qf England ; It wa* ^reiy wdl laiown th»t they we w alwa>^ ^ 
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endeavouring to encroach upon our Trade ^ and if we did not Anno 6. Geo. ii. 
take Care to keep that Country under the Yoke, they might ^ „ — f 3^ 
in Time grow lo rich as to be able to throw it off, which 
they would perhaps willingly do, if ever it fhould happen 
to be in their Power : That as to Portugal, fome Words 
might be put in, or fome Provifo added, for obviating any 
£)^ption tliat might be taken by them." Hereupon Mr 
Doddington (aid, * That he was forry todii!er from his honour- Mt Doddin^toiu 
able Friend that fat by him, but that he had always look'd on 
Prohibitions in' Trade as of dangerous Confequence, and that 
therefore no Prohibitions ought ever to be laid on it, but fuch 
as are in their own Nature abfolutely neceflary : That we 
had no Rcafon to be jealous of Ireland, or to lay them under 
any Redraints and Prohibition:; that Country had always 
appeared loyal and zealous for his Majefty, and for the pre- 
fent Royal Family ; they had generally behaved as good Sub- 
jeds, at leafl for many Years laft paft ; and he believed the 
befl Way to keep them fo, was to give them all proper En- 
couragement, and to (hun as much as poflible the laying them 
under any particular Rellraints or Difadvantages : That he 
looked on that Kingdom in a very different (iight from what 
fome other Gentlemen feemed to view it in ; the People 
thereof he always confider'd as a Part of ourfelves, and he 
hoped they, or at leaft the moft of them, never did, nor ever 
woukl look upon themfelves as being under any Yoke, but 
that of the Government, and the Laws of their Native 
Cbuntry.* Mr Horatio Walpole obferved next, * That as to Mr h. waipoie 
what was propofed by the Regulation moved for, he could |?r,dmMttothi 
perceive nothing therein contrary to the Treaties of Peace *'»^« Moiion. 
and Commerce fubfifting with Fyeign Powers ; 'twas a Re- 
gulation of Trade only within our own Dominions, and had 
DO Relation to that of our Neighbours: That if we were to 
prohibit the Importation of any one of their Commodities into 
any Part of the Britiih Dominions, they might perhaps have 
Reafon to take it amifs ; they might fay, that fuch a Pro- 
hibition was an Infringement of fome of the Stipulations fub- 
Ming between us ; but what was now propofed, was not a 
genera] Prohibition, it was only the appointing of fuch par- 
ticular Places within our own Dominions for the Importation 
of fuch Commodities, and prohibiting the importing of them 
at fome other Pbces : That as this regarded only our Trade 
among ourfelves, no foreign Power could take any jufl Ex- 
ceptions thereto ; but however, fince there was no Deiign of 
prohibiting the Importation of French Spirits, or Portu^l 
Sugars, difedly into Ireland, therefoie he would proppfe an 
Amendment, and that the Refolucion fhould be in the Terms 
IbUowing, ' That no Sugar, Paneels, Syrups, or MolofTes, 
«f the Growth, Prodad, or Manuiii^hire of any of the Colo- 
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nies or Plantations in America ; nor any Rum or S\ 
America, except of the Growth or Manufacture of hb Ma- 
wikicbiiaareedto.jefty's Sugar-Colonies there, be imported into Ireland, but 
Ytmh^t petite from Great Britain only/ The Jlcfolution being thus amend* 
ed, it was agreed to without any Diyifion i and then Mih 
Winnington flood up agRin, and mov'd, ' That a Duty of! 
4 5. per Hundred Weight, Sterling Money, be laid im all 
foreign Sugars and Paneels, import^ into any of his Majdly's 
Colonies or Plantations in America.* This w;is agreed to 
without any Oppofition, Then Colonel Bladen made the 
two foUowing Motions, viz. L * That %Duty of 6 d. per 
Gallon, Sterling Mone/j be laid on a!l foreign Molofles an<t 
Syrups imported into any of his Majefty's Colonies or Plan' 
rations in America : And II. That a Duty of 9 d* per 
Gallon^ Sterling Money, be laid on alt foreign Rum im- 
ported inca any of his Majeily's Colonies or PlantatioBs in 
America.* 

Hereupon Sir John Barnard, in Oppofition thereto^ £aid, 
* That a^ the Trade then flood between our Northern Co- 
lonies and the French Sugar Iflands, it appeared, that our 
Colonies bought Molofles of them at a very low Price, and 
diflilled them into Rum, by which they provided themfelvcs 
at a fmall Charge with the Rum that was nccclTary for them 
in their Trade with the Indians, and in their Fiihing- Trade ; 
they had, it was true, moft of the Materials for making this 
Rum from the French 1 but then the Manufacture was all 
their own, and thereby a great many of our Subjefls in that 
Part of the World were employ M and maintained : That by 
laying fuch an high Duty on French Molofles^ we fhould lay 
them under a Neceflity of manufacturing it themfdv^,fo that 
our Subjedb would lole all that Employment, and inflead of 
buying MoIofTes in their natural Drefs from the French, as 
they did formerly, they would be obliged to parch afc the 
fame MoJoffes man u fad 11 red into Rum, whereby the French 
Sugar- [{lands would cake of them at leaft three times the Mo- 
ney they uook formerly : That as Molofles was a bulky- 
Commodity, it would not be eafy to run them into any of 
our Northern-Colonies, fo that the French would be laid un- 
der an abfoiute Ncccfiity of manufaduring them into Rum, 
and when manufactured into Rum, it would be eafy to carry 
that Rum, and fell it in a Smuggling Way to our Fifhing- 
Veflels at Sea, and even to run it into every one of our Co- 
lonies on the Continent of America : That the Sea-Coafts be 
longing to us in that Part of the World were of fuch a vaft 
Extent, and lb many little Harbours and Creeks iO be every 
where met with, the Roads fo little frequented, and the 
Towns fo open, that it would be impoflible to prevent the 
Rmmng of French Rum on Shore, or the omveying it froni 

one 



< 



AanoS. 1^. IL 




i:<»i.BJjdcii. 



( 283 ) 
one Town to another after it js landed^; No, not even if 
we ihould fend thither the whole Army of Excife-OfHcers 

I which we have here at home ; the fending them thither 
might, indeed, add a good deal to our Happinefs in this 
Country, but all of them together could be of no Service 
for fuch a Ptirpofc in that Country: That as to the laying a 
Duty both on foreign Rum and MoIofTeSj he would not be 
altogether againft it, but then it ought to be only a froall 
J>uty, for the fake of giving an Advantage to our own Sii- 
ftar-Colonies in that Refpe^l, not fuch an high Doty as was 
m a manner equal to a Prohibition 5 for that was really grant- 
ing a Monopoly to ourSugar*Iflands, with refpeft to aCommo* 
I dity that is abfolutely neceflary for our Northcm-Coloniejii 
both in their Fiihing*Trade and in their Trade with the na- 
tive Indians ; and as the French were our Rivals likcwife in 
both djofe Trades, we were about giving them a certain Ad* 
vantage as to thefe Trade*, and that without doing them any 
Harm as to their Sugar-Trade ; for if they fold Sugar and 
"'um cheaper than our Colonies did, they would have Vend 
lOugh for all they could make i they would have a ftolen 
kct for it In the Britifti Dominions, and an open Mar 
t in all other Parts of the World.* To this Colonel Bla- 
m anfwerMj ' That he had often heard our Army of Ex- 
'Cife-Officers fet in a very terrible Lights and reprefented as 
of the moft dangerous Confequence to the Liberties of the 
Nation, but now he heard it urged that this whole Ar- 
my woiild not be able to reduce our Northern-Colonies ; 
and he was fare, if they were not, there was no Fear of 
their being able to reduce this Nation : But without fend- 
ing any of that Army to America, he hoped there would 
be no fuch Thing as Smuggling in that Part of the World ; 
it was to prevent fuch a pernicious Pradice, that he pro- 
pofed only laying a Duty on foreign Rum ; he did not pro- 
pofe a Prohibition, and the Duty he had propofed was no 
higher, than what was abfolutely neceffary for putting our 
own Sugar- liknds on an equal Foot with the French,' Sir ^l iwmM, 
John Barnard repl/M^ • That he had faid, that our whole 
Army of Exdfemen would not be able to prevent the Run- 
ning of French Rum in that Onintry ; he did nut talk of 
reducing the Country, he had not fo much as mentioned the 
Word, but he believed it would be much eafier to reduce 
the Country, than to prevent the Running of French Rum 
in it, in cafe what was then propofed Jhould take Ef¥e£l i 
That if the Gentleman really meant to prevent Running, ht 
was veiy unfortunate in what he had propofed, for he had 
propofed the only Method that could be thought on, for 
fetting up and encouraging the Smuggling-Trade ; which 

Ethit of Ikying on a high I>uty , eq ueI to. if Jiot above, the 
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*ni» 5. Ceo. H, firfl Prlce of the Commodity upon wfiich it was laid/ Then 
^ij^th^ ^ ^g Queftion being put, the three foregoing Motions were k- 
verally agreed to without any Divifion. After thh, the two 
following Motions were agreed to without zny Oppcfiti- 
oHj I. * That all the Duties charged on the Impor tation of 
all Sugars and Paneels of the Growth^ ProduCl and Mants- 
fafiure of his Majcfty's Colonies and Plantations in Amc* 
rica, into Great Britain, be drawn back on Export ition of 
the fame,* IL * That a Drawback or Allowance of aj. 
ii^ Ecfbiuij^^ivs re^jj^r Hundred Weight on all Sugars, refined in and rxported 
£^7ii^^^" from Great Britain, be paid on the Exportation rhereof, 
over and above all Drawbacks or Bounties now payable tliere- 
sir /* BirtiiTC on/ This lafl Refolution was feconded by Sir John Bai- 
nard, who faid, * That he would agree to that as well as 
the other Refolution with all hi& Heart, for that the ttvo bll 
were the only Refolutlons they had come to, which, in his 
Opinion, would be of any real ITle to our Sugar- Colonics s 
and particularly the tali Refolution he was glad to fee mov- 
ed, becaufe be hoped it would make them tliink of fomc 
other Things relating to our Trade, which flood in need of 
fome fuch ficdrefs from Parliament : That there were feveral 
foreign Materials imported into this Kingdom, liable to Du- 
ties on Importation, which Duties were drawn back, if the 
Materials were again exported in the fame Shape ; hut if ma- 
jiufadured and ntade more valuable by the Labour of our 
own People, neither the Merchant nor the Manufadurer could 
draw back the Duties » even though they Jhould afterwards 
export the fame, and could fhew that this Manufatlure wa^ 
made of Materials that had paid a Duty on Importation i 
and would have had a Drawback on Exportation, if they 
had been carried out rough as they were brought in 1 That 
this was a fcandalous Overfight when thefe Duties were firfl 
impofed, but it was much more fcanJalous that in fo long 
a Time this Overfight had never been amended : That 
there were feveral Examples of this Overfight could be given, 
but he would then only mention the Duties on foreign 
Hemp, Flax, Cordage, &c. which were drawn back if the 
Goods fhould be exported in the fame Condition they were 
imported : But if thefe very Goods (hould, by the Labour 
and Induilr)' of our own People^ be manufadurcd into Cables, 
Ropes, and other Tackle for Shipping, and then exported, 
the Exporter could not have any Drav\ back ; That thh 
wm a gre:it Lofs to that Branch of our Trade, which was a 
very confiderable Branch, but would be much more confidc- 
rabJe if it were not for this Hardlhip it laboured under/ 

Thefe Refolutioos bfing all agreed to as above rcdted* 
a Bill was ordered to be brourht in purfuant thereto, whidi 
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The fame Day the Penfion Bill was read the third Time 

and pafsM j and Mr Sandys was ordered to carry it up to 
the jfioufe of Lords, where k met with the fame Fate a& in 
the t^'o Jail Seffions, 

Fek av The Houfe refolv*d itfelf into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, to confider farther of Ways and Means 
for raifing the Supply 1 the Account of the Money then 
remaining in the Exchequer, and of the Produce of the Sink- 
in g-Fund difpofable by Pariiament, having with others been 
referred to the faid Committee, Sir Robert Walpole flood 
upf and fpoke as follows ; 
Sir, 

' In the lail Seflion of Parliarafnt, this Houfe came to a 
Refolution, which^ in my Opinion, was a good and moft 
reafonable Refolution ; and that was to eafc the Landed Ime- 
reil of one Shilling in the Pound upon the Land-Tax, by 

f ran ting in Lieu thereof, a Duty on Salt for three Years, 
See f.2j6 ] By this the Landed Intereftj which has for fo 
many Years borne fo great a Share of the Fablick Ejcpcnce, 
has in thli laft Year found a moH fenfible Eafe 1 and if any 
Method can be fallen on for continuing this Eafe to them^ 
fuch Method ought certainly to be followed, As I had, 
laH SdHon of Pailiament, the Honour of moving for that Re- 
folutbn, the Approbation 1 then met with encourages me 
now to offer to your Confideration another Motion, which 
I hope will be equally agreeable, and that is, that it may 
be refolved, * That it is the Opinion of this Committee, 
that towards raifing the Supply granted to his Majeily, there 
be iflhed and apply ed the Sum of 500,000 1. out of fach 
Monies as have ariien from the Surpluses, ExceiTes, or O- 
verplus Money, commonly called the Sinking-Fund, over 
and above what hath been apply e J to the Payment of one 
Million, towards difcharging the National Debt, purfuant 
to an A6t of the laft Scflion of Parliament/ This Motion, 
1 hope, will meet with the Approbation of this Houfe i lor 
it has always been my Opinion, and I believe it will be 
granted by every Man, that the Fublick Expence otight al- 
ways to be raifed according to that Method, which is the 
leail burthenfame to the People ; By this Method we iha!l 
provide for a great Fart of the cunent Service of the Year, 
without laying any Burthen whatever on the People, and 
without doing Injuilice to any Man, or to any Set of Men : 
The Cafe of the Creditors of the Publick is now vcrj' much 
altered from what it was ; the Competition among thenv is 
not now which of them ihall be fiill paid, but which of 
them fhall be the M to be paid ; and therefore Gendemen 
need not now apprehend, that any of the publick Creditors 
win Ipok opon the Hoife's agreeing m this Motion as an 
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InjuAice done them, or as any Hardlhip put upon diem £ 
Oft the contraiy^ they will look upon it as a. Favour, and 
would be glad that a much larger Part of thnt Fund were 
to be apply 'd in the fame Manner* This Motion ought 
the rather tu be agreed to, more efpeclally by thofe who 
have a Regard for the Landed-Intereii, becaufe we can 
thereby continue to the Landed-Gentlemen that Eafc which, 
we granted them lall Year ; whereas if this Motion Ihall 
appear not to be agreeable to the Committee, then t, or 
feme other Member of this Houfe, mull move for a 
Land -Tax of Two Shillings in the Pound, there not be- 
ing, fo far as I know, any other Way or Means left of pro- 
viding for the current Service of the Year.* 

This Motion occafioned a long Itebate, and Mr William 
Pulteney hereupon made the fcUpwing Speech ; 
Sir, 
* Though I was aware of the Motion now made by the 
honourable Gentleman ficting near me, yet I was in Hopc» 
that what he has now moved for, was not all he was to open 
this Day to the Committee we are now in ; and therefore I 
ihall conclude with a Motion of a different Kind from what 
the Gentleman has been pleafed to make to us. But, Sir, 
there is another Things a very terriUe Affair impending l 
A monftrous Proje6l I Yea, more monllrous than has ever 
yet been reprefented f It is fnch a Projedl, as has ftruck Ter- 
ror into the Minds of molt Gentlemen within this Houfe, 
and into the Minds of all Men without Doors, who have 
any Regard to the Happinefs or the Conftitution of their 
Country, I mean. Sir, that Monder, the Excife ? That 
Plan of Arbitrary Power* which is expefted to be laid be- 
fore this Houfe in the prefent Seflions of Parliament. This, 
I fay, is expelled, and therefore I am for having the Whole 
of that Gentleman's Defigns laid before this Committee at 
once^ and a fufficient Time given for us to confider the 
Whole, before we come to a Refolution on any Part* 

* Of late Years Gentlemen have been led, I do not know 
l^ow, into a new Method of proceeding in Parliament, a 
Method very different from what onr Ancelbrs did alwaya 
obferve. In former Times, the general or particular Grie- 
vances were firil examined, confider^dp and redrefsM in Par- 
liament, before they entered upon the granting of any Sup- 
plies i but lately we have been led into a Method of grant- 
ing all the Money neceffaiy for the Publick Service, among 
the firit Things we do. The Malt-Tax Bill, the Land-Ta:c 
Bill, and fnch Bills, are now In every Seffion the firft Things 
that appeiiT upon the journals of this Houfe ; and when thefe 
Things arc iiniihed, the Gentlemen in the Adminiilration 
gcn^Uy look on the whole Bujmei^ of the Seiion 19 be over. 

if 
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If tbis Houfe fliould then enter upoft my difagreeable In- 
quiries inio Grievances^ we might then perhaps be told, that 
the Seafon was too far fpent ; that it was ueceflkry for Gen- 
tlemen to return home 10 mind their private Affairs 1 we 
might probably be obliged to defer to another Seffion, what 
the Welfere of this Nation required to be determined in the 
prefent, I hope Gentlemen will confider this, and that they 
will again begin to follow the wife Method obferved by our 
Anoeilors, and keep fgme Security in our own Hands for 
OQT Sittings 'till we have heajd and redreflcd all the Grie- 
vances of our Fellow -Subje^, There are feveral Things 
which we oaght to examine into, before this SeiTton ihall be 
concluded. Does not every Gendeman krtow f Does not 
every Gentleman exped that there is an Application to be 
made to u& from the South-Sea Company ? That Compaoy 
has now made Choice of a Set of honell Proprietors to be the 
Direftors of their Affairs ; they are inquiring into the 
State of that Company *s Affairs, and they muil inquire into 
the Management of their Affairs for fome Time pail : In 
both thcfe they will Hand in need of a Parliamentaiy Relief, 
and in both it ought to be granted them. 

* The honoamble Gentleman addreffes himfelf in a very 
particular Manner to the Landed IntertA ; 1 hope every 
Gentleman in this Houfe has a Regard for the Landed In* 
tereft ; but I hope the Landed Gentlemen of this Houfe art 
Jioc to be buliy'd into any Miniilerial Jobs, by telling them* 
that if they do not agree to fuch a Motion^ a Land -Tax of 
Two Shillings in the Pound muft be moved for. 1 hope. 
Sir, the Landed Gentlemen will never be induced to confent 
£o any Thing ^hat may undo the Nation, and overturn the 
Conllitution for fo fmall a Eribe^ fo trifiing a Con fi deration, 
Sls that of being fitc from thq Payment of One Shilling in the 
Pound Land-Tax, and for one Year only. The Landed 
Gentlemen of this Nation have often ventured their Ail m 
their Country *s Canfe; and it is an Indignity offer'd to them, 
to hnagine^ that paying or not paying fuch a Trifle as One 
Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, will be of any Weight with 
them, when it comes in Competition with the Welfare and 
Happinefs of their Country. 

* The Sinking- Fund, that facred Dcpofit for extlnguifhing 
the Debts and abolllhing the Taxes, which lie fo heavy on 
the Trade and the People of this Nation, ought never to be 
touched i no Confidcration whatever ought to prevail with 
us fO convert that Fund to any Ufc, bui thit for which it was 
originally dcfign*d* It has of late been too often robb'd i I 
beg Pardon, Hk^ Robbing is a harih Word, I will not fi^y 
robbed ; but I muft fay, that upon feveral Occalions there 
have been conlidrrablc St,ims fnipped away from it ; Upon 
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from theCjikirg-FuAd, and apply 'd to the Cml-Lift ; By 
tbe takui^ ofF ihe Salt- Duty, ai: other large Yearly Sum was 
taken away from chat Fund j and the People are now again 
charged with that DMiy^ but no Reftitutlon has been made 
to the Sin king' Fund, Thus, Sir, there has been already 
u very large Sum taken from it at federal Times, and now it 
k propofed to fnip off it 50O1O00 L at once. At this Rate> 
the People of tliis Nation mtif! for ever groan under the 
Load of Taxes they are now fubjeft to 1 and our Trade, as 
long as we have any lefr^ muit hbour under the Difficulties 
and Difcouragprnents it is now expofed £0. Is this conMent 
with the Welfare or Happinefs of the Nation ? Is this the 
Method by which the Landed- Gentlemen are to be cafed of 
One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax I 

* The honourable Gentleman has been called, and once had 
tbe Vanity to call himfelfj the Father of the Sinking-Fund 1 
but if Solomon's Judgment was right, he who is thus for 
fpUiting and dividing the Child can never be deemed to be 
the true Father. He may claim, and I (hall allow him the 
Honour of being the Father of two other Children lately 
brought forth in this Nation, a Standing- Army, and an Exdfe j 
but as for tbe Sinking-Fund, he fee ma now to renounce all 
Pretences of being the Father thereof. I fhall not now enter 
farther into the Merits of the Motion that the honourable 
Gentleman has been pieafed to make, becaufe I hope a pro* 
per Time will be allow M for Gentlemen to confider of a 
Queftion of fo great Confequence ; and therefore I iliall con- 
clude with a Motion for the Chairman to leave the Chair,* 

Hereupon Sir Robert Walpolc ftood up again, and made 
the following Reply, 

Sin 

' As for the Gentleman's faying ^ thai I had once the 
Vanity of calling myfelf the Father of the Sinking-Fund^ 
I muft fay^ that whether I was vain of being thought fo or 
no, I remember a Time when the eftabliChing that Fund was 
treated as a monftrous Projed, and then I was obliged to 
father it ; but no fooner was it found out to be a good and a 
right Thing, and a Projeil that was both fcaiible and agree- 
able to the Interell of this Nation, but other Gentlemen 
endeavoured to rob the real Father, whoever he was, of the 
Glory of being the Father of that Child, As for the other 
nionftrons Projeft fo much talk'd of, which fomc Gentlemen 
now endeavour to ihew in fo terrible a Light, J doubt not 
but that in a little Time it will appear in a quite different 
Shape to the impartial and unprejudiced Part of the Nation : 
Let it be what it wJii, I am refolvcd to propofc it ; and if 
I have but a very little Time, I fhall lay it before yon fet 

your 



( 289 ) 

jBour Confideradon : I have no Doabt, but that upon a Anno6.^Gco.iL 

thorough Examination^ it will be found to be for the general \_„ — ^— ' ; 

Interelt of the Nation, and for the Advantage of every fair 

Trader in particular ; and this I am fo much convinced of, 

that I believe I may live to have it told me, that I was not 

the Father of it, but that other People had thought of it before 

me. I never as yet was inclined to do that which I thought was 

ill ; I am afraid of doing fo ; but I never fhall be afraid oF 

doing well ; I never ihall be afraid of doing Good, either to 

my Country, or to private Men, lb far as is conMent with 

the Intereft of mv Countrj'. As for the Sums which have 

been taken from the Sinking Fund, and added to the Civil- Lifl, 

they were not taken from it by me, they were taken from it by 

the Authority of this Houfe ; I was only one of thofe who 

confented to it ; and particularly as to the Sum which, was 

taken from the Sinking-Fund upon the Demife of the late 

King, and given to the Civil-Lift, the honourable Gentleman,, 

who fits near me, agreed to it as well as I did ; both of us 

did agree to it, bat our Motives for agreeing were perhaps 

very different. 

* The Sinking Fund was elhbliflied for the Payment of the 
Debts of the Nation, but fUUit was left fubjedl to the Dif- 
pofal of Parliament ; if upon any Occafion it (hall appear 
that a Part of it may be more properly applied to fome other 
Ufe, the LegiHature has certainly a Power to apply it in 
that Manner, which they (hall judge to be mod for the Pub- 
lick Good, and for the Interell of the Nation in general. 
This is the proper QuefUon now under our Confideration ; 
we are now to determine. Whether the Sum of 500,000 1. 
(hall be apply'd this Year towards the Eafe of the Landed 
Intereft, where it is very much wanted, where it is abfolutc- 
ly neceflary to give fome Relief; or if the whole (hall be 
this Year applied towards the Payment of the publick Cre- 
ditors, who Hand in no need of fuch Payment, who do not fo 
much as wiih or deiire it. This is the plain State of the 
QuefUon ; and I could hardly have expedled that this would ^ 
have flood a Debate.' 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next. 8ir j. Banw«. 

Sir, 

* As to the Project, which the honourable Gentleman oh 
the Floor feems to be afraid of being robb'd of the Glory 
of, I believe he may be very eafy ii^ that Refped ; for wliai- 
€ver he has met with in other Cafes, he need not be under 
any Apprehenfions as to this ; for my Part, I am fo far from 
believing that, when it appears in Publick, it will procure 
either Honour or Glory to the firft Proje£U>r, whoever he 
be, that I am firmly convinced it will turn out to his eternal 
Sluune and Dilhonour ; and chat the more the.Proje£l is ex- 
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Anno6. Geo. II. amui'd, End thc Confcquciices thcreof confidcr'd, the more 
' the Projedlor will be hated and defpifed. 

' But as to the QuefUon now before us, it afFords me a moft 
melancholy Confideration ; I own that the Landed Interefl:, 
as well as every other Interefl, (lands very much in need of 
Relief; I allow that, by what the Gentleman now propofes, 
the Landed Intereft may meet with fome immediate Eafe j 
and I will likewife eaiily grant, that it may, in our prefent 
Circum (lances, be agreeable to the Creditors of the Publick ; 
but while I have the Honour to be a Member of this Houfe, 
I am not to confider the immediate Eafe of the Landed-In- 
terell in particular, nor the prefent Pleafure of the Publick 
Creditors ; I am to confider the Welfare of the Nation in 
genera], both as to the prefent and as to future Times ; and 
as I am convinced that what is now propofed will, in the 
long Run, be contrary to the Intereit of the Nation in ge- 
neral, I therefore mull give my DifTent thereto. 

* In all Affairs which come before this Houfe, we are to 
have a due Regard to Pofterity ; we are in Honour and Du- 
ty bound to confider the future Happinefs of the Nation, as 
well as the prefent ; and the Queftion now before us is. 
Whether we ihall give a prefent Eafe to the Landed-Intereft 
of One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, by unjullly load- 
ing our Pofterity with the Payment of 500,000!. and the 
Intereft thereof from this prefent Year ? Or, whether we (hall 
continue to pay the One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax, 
and thereby free the Nation of a Debt of 500,000 1. and 
ourfelves and our Pofterity of a new Debt of zo,ooo 1. which 
muft be yearly incurred by this Nation, for the Payment of 
the Intereft upon that Debt, 'till the principal Sum be fatif- 
fy'd and paid. This is the Queftion before us, and every 
Man, who has a Regard to Pofterity or to the future Hap- 
pinefs of his native Country, muft eafily determine what 
Side he is to take : This is the Light it ought to be con- 
fidered in ; and whoever confiders it in this Light, moft 
conclude, that what is propofed is robbing our Pofterity 
of 500,0001. and the growing Intereft thereof, for the fake of 
a trifling prefent Eafe to ourfelves. If the Landed-Intereft^ or 
any Intereft, could be relieved by reducing the Publick Ex- 
pence, it would redound to the Glory of him who had the 
Honour of being the Author thereof; but to eafe ourfelves 
by loading our Pofterity, is a poor temporary Expedient of 
(hort-fighted or fclf-interefted Politicians ; and the Author of 
fuch an Expedient muft expeft the Curfes of Pofterity, and 
can never expedl prefent Thanks from any, but fuch as arc 
as (hort-fighted or as felf-interefted as himfelf. 

* I hope I (hall not now be taxed with afFefdng Popularity, 
or with fpcaking Provincially, or as a Member for the City 

of 
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of London, as I have often been upon other Occaiions ; for ^^'^ijl^^; "' 
as to the prefent Queillon, I confider it entirely in a National ' 
View. As a Member of this Houfe, I fhall always look upon 
myfelf as one of the Reprefentatives of the People of Great 
Britain, and I hope every Gentleman, who has the Honour 
of being a Member of this Houfe, will always do the fame. 
I hope it will never be in the Power of any Man, to make 
the Landed-Intereft range themfelyes in Oppofition to the 
Trading-Intereft of this Nation ; but if ever fuch a wicked 
Defign fhould take EfFeft, if the Members of this Houfe 
Ihould ever be brought to talk and to vote Provincially, or 
as Members for Cities or Boroughs, or Members for Coun- 
ties ; if the former were to join together againft the latter, it 
it is eafy to determine on which Side the Majority would 
be. The honourable Gentleman, who made the Motion, now 
feems to aim at the AfFedation of Popularity among the 
Landed-Gentlei^en of this Kingdom ; this I am really furr 
prized at, confidering how often he has taxed me, and other 
Members of this Houfe, with the AiFedlation of Popularity, 
as a moft heinous Crime. 

' The Creditors of the PuUick are, perhaps, at prefent un- 
willing to be paid off, becaufe they have a greater Intereft 
for their Money from the Publick, than they can have any 
where elfe ; this is one Re;iibn, but not the principal Rea- 
fon for it ; for the chief Reafon is, the Method and Manner 
of paying them. If a confiderable Part of their Debts were 
to be paid at once, and a reafonable Notice given to them 
of fuch Payments being to be made, they could then make 
fuch an Arrangement of their Affairs, as to difpofe of their 
Money to as good an Advantage for themfelves, and much 
more to the Advantage of the Trade of this Nation : But in 
the prefent Method of paying them, the Payments are Co 
fmall, and the Wammg fo fhor^ that many of them do not 
well know how to difpofe of the finall Sums they receive, 
and therefore they are unwilling to receive any m that Man- 
ner : However, let their Inclinations be how they pleafe, it 
is certainly the Intereft of the Nation to have them all paid 
off, the fooner it is done, the happier it will be for the Ra- 
tion ; and therefore no Part of what is appropriated to their 
Payment ought to be converted to any other Ufe : Their 
Unwillingne» to receive Payment, is fo far from being an 
Argument againft paying them, that on the contrary it (hews 
that they have a better Bargain from the Publick, than they 
can in the fame Way have from any other Perfon; and there^ 
fore if it were poffible to borrow Money at a lower Intereft, 
if it were poffible to add to die Sinking-Fund, the Publick 
ought certainly to do it, in order to pay offthofe who are 
now Crediton of (he PnUick at k hiffk a yearly IntereH. 
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Awmfi, Ci:o.ii. ' I hopc It Will bfi thought that I am fiiKerc m what I 
«7U Si- . (^y^ ^j^^g 2 ^j^ jj^ ^^^jy Refpe£t talking agaJnll my owa 
priyate Intercft ; I have a Part of my Eflace in Land, oihcr- 
wifc I caald not have a Seat tn this Houfe ; and as :i Land- 
holder, I ought, if I confide red my own private Interefl, 
to be for the reducing of the Land-Tiix. I have another 
Part of my Edate in the Pnblick Funds ; and confequcntly 
1 ought to be as fond as other Men of not being paid oflfp 
and of having as high an Intereft as I can pofllblj get from 
the Publick ; and the remaining Part of my Eihiu I have 
ill Trade, as to which alfo I fpeak agalnil my own Ititcreft i 
for as a Trader I ought to be iigainfl the paying oB:" of the 
Pablick Fundsj becaafe the Intereil of Mouey h ill be there- 
by reduced. Though It may feem a Paradox, yet k is 
ccrtam, that the higher the Interell of Money ib in any 
Country, the greater Profit the private Trader r-ill always 
make ; for in a Country where the Intereft of Money b high, 
the Traders will be but few, the general Stock in Trade 
will be but fmall, but every Man, who is a Trader^ mull 
make a great Profit of what Money he has in Trade.' 

Mr DamrCTt. Then Mr Danvers, Member for Bramber, Hood up in Be- 

half of the Motion jnade by Sir Robert Walpole, and faid, 
* That he was fo far from feeing the leall Inconvenience in 
what that honourable Member had propofed ; that conii- 
dering how little Occafion there was for paying off any of 
fJie Publick Debts, he was furprized at his Modelty in asking 
fo little from the Sin king- Fund ; That had he asked the 
whole, it would have been but reafonahle to have given it, 
Jince it is for the Support of a Government, under 
which we enjoy fo many Bleffings : That the Landed-Gen- 
tlemen bore ^ti greatell Share of the late War, by which 
all thofe Funds were created, out of which the PIunib^Mcn 
of the City of London have made moll of their Eftatcs : 
That the Landed- 1 ntereft having thus laboured long under 
the greateft Difirefs, they ought to embrace every Oppor- 
tunity to give it fome Relief.' 

SiFW.wrMlflin, Then Sir William Wyndham fpoke againll the Motion : 
Sir, 
'Though r ha%^e the Honour to fit in this Houfe as a 
Knight of a Shircj yet I look on myfelf as one of the Rc- 
prefentatjvcs of the whole Body of the People of England j 
and therefore I ihdl never endeavour to find out a Bif- 
tinftjon, between the Intereft of the Landed- Gentlemen and 
that of the Nation in general j fuch Endeavours I know to 
be vain, and whoever does endeavour it, will foon find him- 
Ickf difnppointed m his Defign. I know that fince lall Sef- 
Ijon of Parliament, it has been moll induRrioufly given a- 
bouit in the County, wiiich 1 hav^^the Honour to teprefent, 

• O Gen- 



( 293 ) 

• O Gentlemen ? The Knight of your Shire was againfl esSmg Anno 6. Geo. ii. 
« you of One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax.' Whether this y '!!^;!i; | 
was done with a Defign to do me Service or DifTervice, I 
fhall not determine ; but if it was done with Defign to do me 
a Differvice, I fhall leave thofe who did it to brag of their 
Succefe. For my own Part, I am fo confcious that my Be- 
haviour in that Affair laft Seffion of Parliament was right, 
that were I to plead Merit with my Conflituents upon any 
one Vote I ever gave in this Houfe, it would be upon my 
way of voting in that very Affair ; for I fhall always be a- 
gainft facrificing the publick Happinefs of the Nation^ or 
the Security of our Conflitution, to any fuch mean and for- 
did Views as that of a little prdTent Eafe in the Land-Tax ; 
and I hope every Landed Gentleman, whom I have the Ho- 
nour to reprefent, is now and always will be of the fame 
Opinion. 

* The Sinking-Fund is a Fund I have always had the great- 
efl Veneration for ; I look on it as a Sacred Fund, appro- 
priated to the relieving the Nation from that Load of Debts 
and Taxes it now groans under ; I take it to be fb abfolutely 
appropriated to that Ufe, that if upon any prefling and un- 
look'd-ibr Emergency, we fhould be neceffarily obliged to 
borrow a little Som it, the fame with Intereft ought to be 
repaid by feme Tax to be raifed within the Year. I have^^ 
indeed, been always afraid that fome enterprizing Minifler 
might be tempted to feize upon it, or fbme Part of it, in 
Time of War ; but I little dreamt of feeing any Attempts 
made upon it in a Time of the mofl profound Tranquility. 
It is to me a melancholy Confideration to think of the pre- 
ient vaft Load of the National Debt ; a Debt of no lefs than 
forty five MillicHis and upwards, and that all contracted fince 
the Revolution! This muH be a melancholy Confideration tp 
every Gentleman, that has any Concern for his Country*^s 
Happinefs ; but if the Motion now made to us fhall be agr»sd 
to, how difmal will this Confideration be rendered, when we 
refied upon the little Appearance that there will then be of 
this Debt's ever being paid ? Is the publick Expence never 
to be leflen*d ? Are the People of England always to pay 
the fame heavy and grievous Taxes? Surely, Sir, if there is 
ever a Time to be l^>ked for of eafing the People of this 
Nation, the prefent is the Time for doing it : But when I 
refledl upon what was done lafl Seffion of Parliament, I am 
really a^d of propofing any Relief for the poor Manufac- 
turers and Labourers of this Nation ; I do not think we can 
trufl ourfelves. The Salt-Duty was taken off by this Hoofe, 
as a Tax the moft erievous to the Labourer and to the Poor 
of this Nation, and the Sinking-Fund was thereby diminifli- 
cd ; for the lUIwf of the Poor we did confent to this En- 
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troacluiifint on that Sacred Fund ; btit that very Tax was 
again laid on^ becaufe fame Gentlemen preeended to have 
iound out, that the Landed Gentlemen of England were poor- 
er than the Poor. At this Rate the whole Sinking- Fund may 
by Degrees be exhatilkd, and the Poor of the Nation not 
relieved from any one Tax they now groan under, 

' Laft Year the Salt-Duty was laid on for diree Years, in 
lieu of One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax for one Year, 
and this was pretended to be a Relief to the Landed Interell; 
but it was then evidently made appear, that it was jpo Relief 
even to any Landed Gentleman in England, unlefs he was 
a Man of a plentifial Land-EiUte ; and it was then alfo made 
appear, that the People of the Nation were to pay above a 
Million, for the 500,000 L then faved in the Pockets of 
the Landed Gentlemen. And now this Year the Sum of 
500,000 L is to be taken from the Sinking- Fund, in lieu of 
One Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax ; this Is likewifc pre- 
tended to be a Relief J but, upon a ft rid Examination, It will 
be found to be much fuch another Relief as that of lail 
Year. We are to fave this Year in the Pockets of the Land- 
ed Gentlemen 500,000 1. buttbisSum mull hereafter be paid 
by the Nation fome Time or other. If it be paid next YeaTi 
ive then pay 5 zo,ooo 1. for it ; if not 'till Two Years hence 
we pay upwards of 540,0001. and if it is not paid 'till Fif- 
teen or Sixteen Years hence, by computing Interell upon In- 
terest which in fuch Cafes muil always be done, the Nation 
mult then pay above a MiOion for the 500,000 J. Eafe, now 
pretended to be given to the Landed Gentlemen. This b 
the leall Sum that it will cofl the Nation ; but if to this we 
add what might be Javed by the abolifhing of fome of thofe 
Taxes J which now lie heavy upon Trade and which coft the 
^Nation more in levying than the neat Produce ever amounts 
to ; then it will appear, that the Nation mull be infinitely a 
greater Lofer by this Eafe now pretended to be given to the 
Xanded Interell. Let any Luided Gentleman confider this, 
and at the fame Time let him confide r, that the Lands of 
Great Britain Hand ultimately obliged to pay all the Debts 
ive owe^ in cafe our prefent Funds fhould fail, which ihey 
may probably do by the Decay of our Trade, if it continues 
long under the Difficulties it at prefent labours under ; let any 
Jjanded Gentle man , I fay, confider this ; and then let Kim 
determine whether he Rod his PoUerlty owe Thanks to the 
Gentlemen, who now pretend to be fo great Friends to the 
Landed Interell. 

* What can thofe Gentlemen fay, who are thus for loading 
Poller I ty f Can they imagine? that there will ever be a Time 
of more profound Tranquility ! Can they imagine that there 
wiU €ver be a kfs Occ^Ciot^ Icii VubVkk. En^iiyge! Or can 
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they imagine that our Poileiity will be in much better Cir- ^^\^:^'*- "' 

Icuniftances than we are? I am fure, if we fuppofe the lalt, \_^ — - ' _j 

vc niEjft (hew more Regard to the Tratle of the Nation than 

Ijias been fliewn for fome Time paf> i we mufl think of re- 

[lieving the poor Iradefmen and Manufaftoreis from the 

tnan}^ and various Kinds of Taxes they now groan under i 

uid we mult avoid ail Occafions of loa^ding the Publick with 

the Payment of Ititereftj by providing within the Year ior 

the current Service of the Year: To this the Motion now 

made i% dire^y contrary j for the not paying ofF of an old 

Debt is the fame with contracting a new i and fubjefb the 

Nation to the fame Expence with refpeS to the Payment of 

In tc re it. But I fhall not trouble Gentlemen any farther upon 

this Subject at prefeni, bccaufe I hope we (haU have another 

|I>ay to coniider of this Queflion ; and therefore I fhaU con- 

Idude with feconding the Motion for the Chairman's leaving 

ithe Chair.' 

Sir William Wyndham was anfwerM by Mr Henry Pel- Mr h. Pdhtm. 

Sif, 

As other Gentlemen have their melancholy ConJldera- 
dons, fo I have mine ; the moll melancholy Confideratioa 
have is* that notwithltanding our having a Government, 
^nder which we enjoy our Laws, our Liberties, and our 
Religion, to the utmolt Extent ; yet it Is abfolutely necelTary 
put the Nation to a very great annual Charge, in order 
'to lupport that Government againft the Foreign Enemies 
of both our ConHitution and Rdigioni fupported and encou- 
raged by our Fadions and Diviiions at Home : Tikis is the 
"leafon that we cannot, by a Saving in the publick Charge, 
'give that Eafe to the Lande<l Xnterefl* which is become ab- 
folutely neceffary to be given ; and fincc we cannot, with 
|any Safety to the Conllitution, or to the prefcnt happy 
iftablifhnient, give that Eafe by a Saving in the pubJick an- 
nual Expence, we muft tiierefjre rcfoivc to give it in that 
Manner which will be leult burthenfome to the People^ and 
that I take to be the Method which is now propofed to us. 
* Gentlemen may talk as they pi eafe of what was done 

fin I alt Scifion of Parliament, but I can fay that in all Places 
IPirhere I have fince been, I liave had the Fleafure of receiving 
the univerfal Thanks of the People, for the Eafe then given 
to the Landed Intereft ; and whatever Glofs jiiay now be put 
' upon that Affair^ yet I know that fome Genttemen, who 
^appeared againfl it. were heard to fay at the Time that that 
Affair was £rit mentioned, * This is a moil damnable Pro- 
' jc£l ! It will pi eafe the Country too much, and therefore 
* we muft endeavour to render it abortive/ I will, indeed^ 
^-4p the 9^ii^^J^^n ihejullicc to believe, that ykvj \\v^^^^^^^fi' 

f. 
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Anno 6. Geo. u. gf they thoUght ; and they then did what they could to 
\_ '?—' I J prevent the Succefs of a Defign, by which his Majcfty's 
Adminifbration has gained the Favour and the Eileem of 
the Generality of the Landholders in England. 

* I have as great a Regard for Poilericy and for the fu- 
ture Happinefs of the Nation, as any Gentleman in this 
Houfe; and therefore I Ihall never be againft any Thing, 
that is abfolutely. ncceflary for conveying to Pofterity the 
jnany Bleflings we now enjoy under the prefent happy Eilab* 
liihment. What is now propofed is not a throwing of any 
flew Load upon Pofterity ; it is only a difpofing of that 
Money which always has been, and ftill is at the Difpofal of 
Parliament : We have a Right to difpofe of it, in that Manner 
which we think moft conducive to the general Intereft of 
the Nation ; and what is now propofed is only an Excrci- 
fing of that Right, and thereby granting an Eafe to the xnoSt 
oppreffed Part of his Majefty's Subjeds, at a Time when 
there is no preffiiig Demand for applying the Money, either 
to that Ufe for which it was at firil intended, or to any 
other Ufe whatever. This is a Qucftion that, in my Opi- 
nion, requires no Time to confider of; it is granted by 
every Gentleman who has Ipoke in this Debate, that the 
Creditors of the Publick do not defire to have their Money ; 
and it is likewife granted that the Landed Intereft ftand in 
great Need of Relief; it cannot therefore be doubted, but 
that the Parliament may, and ought to apply at leaft a Part 
of that, which is not fo much as wifhed for by the Publick 
Creditors, to the Relief of thofe who are now in fo great Dit 
trefs, efpecially iince no Relief can be given to them by 
any other Means ; for which Reafon, I ftiall be for agree- 
ing with the Motion made by the honourable Gentlemaft 
near me.* x 

Mr Waller. Mr Waller ftood up next, and (poke againft the Motion, 

4$ follows : 
Sir, 
* It is known, I believe, by every Gentleman in the 
Houfe, that Scotland pays little or no Pkrt of what is raifed 
for the Ufe of the Sinking-Fund, and for the finall Part 
they do, or ought to contribute towards that Fund, they 
have already received an Equivalent ; fo that by what is 
now propofed to us, that Part of the Nation is not to con- 
tribute a Shilling towards this 500,000 1. which is to be 
apply'd for the current Service of the Year : Now, I fhoxM. 
be glad to know, by what Article of the Union they arc to 
be free from paying any jj?art of fo large a Sum, for Ac 
€Urrent Service of the Year. I find, j^ fome Accoonts 
ddl'd for, and now lying on our Table, that tbere has 
bech but a very little psdd i^ the tw^e of that fitn cf 
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the Ifland, towards the Support of the Government ; and I Anno e.^ceo. u. • 
believe that the little that has been paid, has generally been \_ -^- ■_/ 
diftributed away among themfelves, in Penfions, Rewards, 
and Gratuities.' , 

Mr Taylor, Member for Petersfield obferv'd, <That there Mr Taylor, 
are fome People in the Nation, who the more cliey owe the 
greater Advantage they make, and the richer they grow ; 
fuchare the Bankers: That by the Motion made to the Houfe, 
one would imagine fome Gentlemen took the Cafe of the ' 

Nation to be the fame ; but for his Part, he could not think fo, 
and therefore difFer'd from the Motion/ 

Then the Qucftion was put. That the Speaker fhould MotbnTJ?ffig 
leave the Chair ; which beine pafs'd in the Negative, by 24c ?oo>oooi. out of 

•A 1- /^ rt- ^ ^ I r^L %ji ' ^^t ^^ SinJung-Fund, 

agamlt 135, the Queftion was put upon the nrli Motion, and for thcScrvkc of 
carry'd without any Divifion : After which it was refolv'd, agr<Sd uT^iJiK' 
without Oppofition, That towards raifing the Supply granted Committee. 
to his Majefty, the Sum of one Shilling m the Pound be laid JJjf p^jJi"yoted 
upon Land for the Year 1733. for the Land-Tax. 

FeL 26. The above Refolutions of the Committee were ^ Motion beine 
reported to the Houfe ; and a Motion being made, for agree- made, for aRreeing 
higwith the Committee as to the firft Refolution, the fame teetn^the^R?fo?u- 
was oppos'd by Mr Sandys, who on that Occafion fpoke as '^Sg-pSd^tt* 

follows : occafioQS a fxeOk 

Mr Speaker, 
* Notwithilanding the long Debate that was in the Com- Mr. sandy*, 
mittee upon this Refolution, yet I cannot now let it pais 
without taking Notice of the bad Confequences it may be 
attended with. The perpetual Method heretofore, of pro- 
viding for the current Service of the Year, has been to grant 
annud Supplies to be raifed by Taxes which were granted 
for that Purpofe, and confequently were granted only for 
one Year ; at the Expiration of that Year they were at an 
End, and none of the Officers of the Crown durft pretend to ^ 

levy them any longer on the People : It would have been 
High Treafon for any Officer to levy any fuch Tax, after the 
Expiration of the Year for which it was granted by Parlia- 
ment. By this Method our Kings have always been under a 
NeceiTity of calling Parliaments frequently ; if the King 
wanted a Supply, diere was not a Tax fubfiiHng by Law, 
out of which he could get it, and therefore he was obliged 
to call a Parliament to grant him a new Supply, and to 
impofe a new annual Tax for that Purpofe ; of this Na- 
ture is the Land- Tax ; it has always been one of thofe 
Taxes which were eranted for the current Service of the Year, 
and for that Rea&n has never bfe^ granted for more than 
one Year at a Time. But wha^ ^^p we now about to do ? 
We are going to depart from this 'laudable Method always 
obferved by our Anccfton ; Wc are going to rive up that 
y«L. II. Pp • ^;xiL 
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T»c which we have always in our own Hands^ and whid^ 
we may grant or not as we fee Occafion ; and in the toovc\ 
thereof we are going to fubftitute a Tax, or at leaft a Me-. 
(hod of providing for ^e current Service of the Year, which 
we have not in our Power ; the Taxes by which the Sink- 
ing-Fund is railed, being all granted for ever, and may be 
levied on the People without any new Authority from Parlia- 
ment. By this Method we clearly point out a Way, by which 
fome future anibitious Prince may provide for the current Ser- 
vice of the Year, without the Affiftance of Parliament ; fro^i 
whence he may judge that Parliaments are unneceffary, 
and will certainly lay them afide as foon as he finds them 
troublefome. By thofe Taxes granted for the Sinking-Fund, 
which his Officers may levy according to the Laws in being, 
le finds himfelf provided of a Revenue fufficient to fupport 
Jiis Govermncnt, without the Afliftance of Parliaments ; and 
therefore he will refolve to. govern without them, if they bqt 
pnce begin to thwart any of his Meafures. 

'I know it will be told me, that it would be as illegal and 
criminal, to apply the Revenue of the Sinking-Fund to the 
current Service of the Year, without the Authority of Par- 
liament, as it would be to levy Taxes without any fuch Au^ 
thority : But there is a very great Difference between the 
(wo Cafes ; in levying a Tax contrary to Law, every Offi- 
cer employed knows that he af^s with a Rope about his 
J^eck, and therefore it would bie difficult for the moft pow^ 
erful Prince to get Officers that would be employed in th^ 
levying fuch Taxes ; whereas in levying thofe Taxes appro- 
priated to the Sinking-Fund, every Under- Officer adb ac- 
cording to Law, there is no Man guilty of any Crime as to 
the levying of them ; there are none guilty but a few of 
the chief Officers, wl^Q agree tp or connive at the Miiap- 
plication. 

* Another material Diference there is between thqfe two 
Cafes. 'The levying of any Tax, contrary to Law, gives im- 
mediately the Alarm to the wlv^le Nation both poor and 
jidi; every Man thinks he is robb'd of his Property^ if he 
3s obliged to pay the mod; trifling Tax, without the AuthoriQr 
of Parliament; and as the whole People in the Natioa 
^ould on fuch an Occafion take the Alarm, fo it would be 
eafy to flop fuch a Prince in the Beginning of his tyrannical 
Career, before he could have Time to ^himfelf in Arbitrary 
Power. But though an ambitious Prince apd his Minifters 
jfhould mifapply the Produce of the Sinking-Fund, by con- 
verting it to the current Service of the Year, the Body of the 
ifeople would be no ways alarmed ; they would not think < 
thcmfelvcs any way hurt, becaufe (hey would find that they. 
\verg not obliged to -jay atv^ "^aa^esi but thofe ytldch/ifycy 
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kniew to be due by Law 5 on the contrary, they would pro* Anno 6. Geo. n, 
bably be Well pleafed with the new Sort of Government, '73^-»; . 
becaufe they would find thcmfelves, for fome Time at leaftj ^" l^ ' -^ 
free from the Payment of thofe Taxes which had formerly 
been annually raifed by Parliament ; and thus, before the 
Body of the People could be made fenlible of the Tyranny 
they were under, the Arbitrary Power of the Prince would 
be eftablilhcdj and the Fetters of Slavery riveted upon the 
People. I cannot but dread the Confequences of the Refo^ 
lution now before us^ and therefore I could not let flip this 
Opportunity of again declaring my DifTent to it.' 

Mr Shippen then rifing up, Mr Danvers moved for clear- Mr Danvers mores 
ing the Galleries of all fuch as were not Members, which JaUcrSouJi"* 
being done accordingly, Mr Shippen onadc the following sttangcis. 

Speech. Mr shippen. 

Mr Speaker^ 

* There was no Occafioh for fb great and foleinn a Pre- 
paration for what I have to fay ; but as I did not take the 
Liberty to give you any Trouble in the Committee, I will 
now beg Leave to fay a few Words to the Queflion before us. 

* 1 have, in many former Debates in this Houfe, heard 
Parliamentary Faith often mention'd^ and much infifted on^ 
Particularly I renfcmber, that lafl Seffion of Parliament^ 
when it was propofed that Scotland fhould pay equally with 
England, towards a Duty which was then raifed, or rather 
revived, and apply 'd to the current Service of the Year, a 
certain honourable Gentleman told us^ and infifled much upon 
it, that it was a Breach of Parliamentary Faith. I wonder 
to fee that Gentleman^ who was lafl Year fo nice an Obferver 
of Parliamentary Faith, now fo forward for committing what 
I take to be a real Breach of Parliamentary Faith. 

* I remember the Time when the Law, which we are now 
going to break through, was brought into this Houfe ; I re- 
member that the Gentleman, who brought it in, introduced 
it with the greatefl Solenmity : He told us^ that it was to be 
looked on as a Fundamental Law of the Realm^ and that 
therefore it was to be always had in the greatefl Reverence 
and Efteem ; that no Attempt was ever to be made for en- 
croaching upon or altering it ; that it was a Law which was 
always to be deemed facred ; and that the Surplufes or Ex-^ 
cefTes of the Funds thereby eftabliftied were always to be 
religioufly preferved^ and appropriated to the paying off the 
Debts of the Nation. He then faid^ That it was upon the 
f!tn£k and religious Obfervance of this Law, that the Credit 
and the future Happinefs and Glory of this Nation entirely 
depended 1 and in purfuance of what he faid, the Words of 
the Law were made very plain and exprefs, ' That a)l the Ex- 
' ceflet and Sorplufes there mention'd^ (hould be appropriated 

P p a %o 
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^""iTj'i^r "* * '^ ^^^ difcharging the Principal and Intereft of fuch National 
U^--y-il»^ * Debts, as were incurred before the 25 th of December 1716, 
' and were declared to be National Debts, and not provided 

* for by Parliament, in fuch Manner as fhould be directed by 

* any future Adl, and to or for no other Ufe whatever.' 

Thefe are the Words of that Law, and by thefe Words 
it is plain, that the Sinking-Fund is not abfolutely at the 
Difpofal of Parliament ; the Parliament may diredt what 
Debts are to be paid off, but the Parliament cannot dire6l 
thofe Surplufes and Excefles to any other Ufe befides that of 
paying the National Debts before the Year 1716, without 
repealing that Law ; and as all the Publick Creditors have 
as much a Right to have their Principal paid as their Inte- 
reft, we certainly cannot divert that Fund which is appro- 
priated for the Payment of their Principal, without their 
Confent, no more than we can divert thofe Funds which are 
appropriated towards the Payment oif their Interefl ; it is a 
Breach of Parliamentary Faith in the one Cafe as well as in 
the other. It is to be prefumcd, that it was upon the Faith 
of this Law, that fo many became foon afterwards Purchafers 
of oar publick Funds, by which we have fince been enabled 
to reduce the Intereft payable upon them, and have thereby 
confiderably increafed this fame Sinking-Fund ; and can it 
be faid, that Parliamentary Faith is obferved towards thofe 
Purchafers, if without their Confent that Law be broke 
through, which was the greateft, perhaps the only Tempta- 
tion for them to purchafe ? 

* I am really furprized to hear Gentlemen argue as they 
do ufion the prefent Subjedl ; but I remember that the Au- 
thor of, or at lead he who brought in that Law, was a 
Country-Gentleman, and therefore I do not at all wonder to 
fee a Minifier of State endeavour to tear down any Monu- 
ment, that was erefted by a Cbuntry-Gentleman ; but I would 
have Gentlemen refled, that he that pulls down a Monu- 
ment of Glory, erefts thereby to himfelf a Monument of 
Infemy. For my Part, I have always been a Country- 
Gendeman in this Houfe : I am afraid, afraid I ought not 
to fay, for I deiire to continue always to be a Country-Gen- 
tleman ; and therefore I am for preferving entire and invio> 
lated this Monument of Glory, which was ereded by an 
honeil Country-Gentleman ; amd for this Reafon I cannot 
agree with the Committee in the Refolution now before us.* 
9if w. Yongc. Sir William Yonge fpoke next : 

Mr Speaker, 
* As we had the Sentiments of mdft Gentlemen on the 
Subje£l now before us when in the Committee, I was in 
Hopes that the Refolution would now have Jbeen agreed ^o 
trithout any farther P^batCj but I find it is otherwife. An 

honooiable 
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konourable Gentleman over the way pretends to be in great 
Fear, and to dread dangerous Confeqaences from this Refo- 
lution ; but how he or any other Gentleman can be at pre- 
fent under any fuch Appreheniton, I cannot comprehend ; 
there cannot be the leaft Reafon, or fo much as any Colour 
of Reafon for fuch, as long as the prefent Royal Family 
pofFeffes the Throne of thefe Kingdoms ; it can never be 
fuipedled that his prefent MajeHy, or any of his illufhious 
Family, will ever think Parliaments ufelefs, or make any At- 
tempt for laying them alide ; fuch a Thing might, indeed, 
very probably happen, if by a Revolution, a Revolution I 
fay for I fhall never give it the Name of a Reftoration, the 
Pretender to his Majefty's Crown, or any of his Defcendents, 
fhould get the PoiTeflion of the Throne ; the Creditors of the 
Publick might then, indeed, deijpair of ever having either 
their Principal or their Intereft ; they would then be told that 
none of the publick Debts ought to be paid, becaufe they 
were all contrafted without any legal Authority, and for 
keeping the rightful Heir from the Crown : Parliamentary 
Faith would then, indeed, be laughed at, and thofe Taxes, 
which are now appropriated and faithfully apply'd to the 
Payment of the publick Creditors, would then be all at once 
converted to the Support of Tyranny and Arbitrary Power. 

* This would certainly be the fatal Confequences of fuch an 
tmhappy Revolution i but how invidious is it fo much as 
to fu^pedl any fuch Defign in his Majefly, or any of his Fa- 
mily who fhall fucceed to the Crown ; their Title, their 
Right to the Crown, flows from the Authority of Par- 
liament, and entirely depends upon the Prefervation of our 
prefent happy Conftitution ; how then can it be fuppofed 
that they will dcftroy Parliaments, flnce by the Defbuc- 
don of them, they would certainly dellroy themfelves? 
Bat I £nd thofe groundlefs Jealoufies and Fears are pre- 
tended not only in this Houfe, but they are induftrioufly 
fpiead through all Parts of the Nation ; for I had myfelf a 
Letter lately from the Corporation I have the Honour to re- 
prefent, d^ing me not to confent to any Extenflon of the 
Exdfe-Laws, becaufe our Parliaments woulc) be thereby 
rendered ufelefs ; This Letter came to me by the Poft, but 
by whom it was wrote I do not kn6w ; however, from thence 
I conclude, that it has been reprefented to the People in that 
Coontiy, that if a certain Scheme now upon the Anvil (houkl 
fucceed. Parliaments would be rendered quite ufelefs, and 
would be laid afide. The vulgar and the ignorant People 
nay be poflefled with fuch Fears ; fuch Pretences may be 
aade ufe of among them, but I little expeded to have heard 
any fuch Arguments mads ufe of in this Houfe. 

' I am, indeed^ furprizcd to hear it fo much as infinuated 

thix 
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that the prefent Refolutlon b any Breach of I^arliamentarj^ 
Faith, or that the publick Gr«iitors ha^ a Eight t6 demandi 
that no Part of the Sinking Fund can be apply M to any TMng 
but to their Payment. The Cafe of the Sinking- Fund is 
very different from thofe Taxes which are appropriated to* 
wards the Payment of their Interefl : It was upon the Faith 
of this lafl Appropriation J that they lent their Money, and 
therefore they cannot be diverted to any other Ufc without 
their Coiifenc i bat the Sinking- Fund was ellablifhed long 
after, there was no Money lent to the Publick by any Man 
upon the Faith of that Fund j and therefore it is entirely aE 
the Difpofal of Parliament i the Legiflature may conTert it 
to any Ufe they pleafe^ without the Confent of any Man, or 
of any Body of Men ; as to the Difpofal thereof, we art un- 
der no Rdlraint but that of the Publick Good ; and as I am 
convinced that what is propofed by this Refoludonis the beft 
Thing we can do for the Publick Good, therefore I fhall be 
far agreeing with our Committee.' 
MrW.i%itBi«ri To this Mr William Pulteney replied i 
Mr Speakerj 
* The Fears, which my honourable Friend has expreffed, 
are moft juft and reafonable, however ground lefs they may 
at prefent appear to the Gentleman who fpoke laft. His 
prefent Majeily is known to us, we know that all his Defigns 
are jufl and honourable, and we know that he will not allow 
himfelf to be mifled by any gtiHty MiniHer j he is too good 
to think of trampling upon the Rights and Liberties of the 
Subje£t, for the Sake of pro tiding any high Criminal what- 
ever : But we cannot ccrmi nly know what is to happen here- 
after ; we cannot depend on the Difpofitions, the Humours^ 
or the Defigns of all the Princes, even of the prefent Royal 
Family, that may in Courfe fucceed to one another. Who 
knows but a Prince not yet bom may arifc, even of the pre- 
fent Royal Family* who finding himfeJf polTefsM of a Rcvt- 
jiue, which he may raife by virtue of the Laws in Being, 
and which he knows to fae fuificient for the Support of 
liis Government, without any Affiftance from Parliaments, 
may from thence conclude, that Parliaments are yfelefs to 
him, and therefore rcfolve to lay them afide ? The prefent 
Royal Family has as good a Right to the Crown, as ever 
any Family had that fway'd the Scepter of this Kingdom i 
their Right to the Crown no more depends upon Parlia* 
ment?j than the Right of any former Royal Family ever did ; 
and yet we know, that fome of our former Kings have had 
Views of ovi-rmming the Rights and the Liberties of the 
People* The only Barrier agalnft fuch Deiigns, is to take 
all proper C^e that it ihaU never be in any future Prince's 

Power : 
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Power: This 15 what has hitherto prcferved our Liberties, Anno6.fl|eo.^. 
luid this is our only Security in Tiii^e to come. ^ im-n. ^ 

* The honourable Gentleman has, I do not ki^ow how, ^ "^ ^ 
lugged the Pretender into tMs Debate ; I am fure the men- 
zoning of that Bugbear was as foreign to the Subject in hand, 

as it ever can be to dny Debate that can happen in this 
Houfe : But is the Pretender the only Perfon we ha?e to 
fear ? No, there is no Prince in Europe froin whom we have 
iefs to fear than from him ; he has fo little Power er In^ercft 
in this Nation, that our Liberties can never be in any Danger 
from him, and I hope the prefent B^oyal Family wift alway* 
t)e fo fully poiTefTed of the Hearty and AffedUons of the Peo- 
ple, that it never will be in the Pretender^s Power to dp us 
any Harm. The only Hopes he can ever have muft ariie 
from the arbitrary Defigns of the Prince upon the Throne, 
and therefore we ought carefully to avoid all thofe Meafures, 
which may giye a Foundation for the foriping of any fu(;h 
Defigns in Time tq come.* 
Sir William Wyndham fpokc next againft the Motion : sirw.wypdham, 
Mr Speaker, 

* I Did not defign to have given the Houfe any Trouble 
this Day ; but fuch Iniinuations are thrown out, and fo qften 
repeated by fome Gentlemen in this Houfe, as I cannot with 
Patience fit iUll and hear. I generally obferve, that when 
proper Anfwers cannot be made to what Gentlemen advance, 
then Jacobitifm is brought in ; and becaufe fome Gentlemen 
in this Houfe take the Liberty to differ from others, there- 
fore they muft be taxed with the terrible Name of Jacobite ; 
I wifh that Gentlemen would refolve for the future always to 
give us Arguments, and not Names, for the Support of their 
Opinions. For my own Part, I will leave it to the whole 
World to judge who moft purfue the Principles of the Revo- 
lution, They who are for fupporting the Government in that 
Way, which is moft eafy andleaft iSrthenfome to the People » 
or they who arc for doing it \n a Way, which is fo odious and 
fo burthenfome to the whole Nation." 

* Whenever there are any juft Fears of the Pretender j if 
there ever (hall happen to be any real Deiigns in his Favour, 
which I hope never will, then I (hall do as I always have 
done, I ihall fhew by my Adions what my Principles are. 
I believe I (land in the Opinion of Mankind acquit of any 
Imputaticm of Jacobitifin, as much as the honourable Gentle- 
inan over the way, or any Gentleman in this Houfe ; an4 
therefore, I as much defpife'that Imputation, as I defpife be- 
ing always a fervile Aflentator to every Thing propofed by 
the Adnuniilration. But as fuck Iniinuations have been often 
thrown out againft me in this Houfe, I muft let Gentlemen 
iupwj that it is a Treatment, whicti ( thixd^V&KOTMsi^ 
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^^M^-Gto. II. the bignity of this Houfe, and a Tr^tmcnt which I will 
V_ — ^- \j no longer bear with.' 

Then Mr Shippen faid : 
MrSbippen. Mr Speaker, 

* I believe I have no Occafion to make any Profeflions of 
^hat I am 5 but I muft take Notice that in private Life, 
any voluntary Securities, that may be granted to Creditors 
after the borrowing of their Money, are as binding upon the 
Grantor, an^ ought to be as religioully obferved, as thofe 
that were granted at the Time the Money was lent : This 
is certainly the Cafe as to all private Affairs, and I cannot 
think but that the Cafe is the fame with refpeft to publick 
Tranfadions. I do not know, but that fome Gentlemen in 
this Houfe may be offended at my fo much as mentioning 
the Reign of King James II. yet upon the prefent Occafion 
I n^uft n^ention it ; and the Obfervation I fhall make is, that 
th^t unfortunate Prince took many wrong Steps, ran himfelf 
into great Difficulties, and at laft loft his Crown, by following 
too implicitly the wicked Councils of a bad Minifter ; and 
that very Minifter moft bafely betray'd, and at laft deferted 
his Maftd*. One of the greateft Misfortunes of that Prince, 
and that which contributed moft to his Overthrow, was his 
keeping up a Standing Army in Time of Peace ; he did it, 
indeed, without the Confent of Parliament, but he did it at 
his own Expence ; he did it without laying any Charge upon 
the People ; and he did it without Confent of Parliament, 
becaufe he could not find a Parliament mercenary and cor- 
rupt enough to give their Confent.' 
i2rd*T^?on°nd '^^^" ^^^ Robert Walpole and Lord Tyrconnel fpoke in 
Mr wyndham.' Favour of the Refolution ; and Mr Wyndham fpoke againfl 
it. At laft the Queftion being put, it was carry'd to agree 
S^aTmti^r^ with the Committee, without any Divifxon : After which the 
agreed to. Queftion was put upon the fecond Refolution, and agreed to 

without Oppofition. 
Debate concerning ^^^' 27. The Order of the Day for the Call of the Houfe 
H(^*^fn*Expec- ^^^ ^^^^> ^^ ^ Motion being made for adjourning it 'till that 
Sfe°schcmc bf^' ^^y fortnight. Sir John Rufliout ftood up, and fpoke as 

brought in. ^ folloWS : 

Mr Speaker, 
Sir J. RuAout. , J j^ ^^^ j..|.g ^p jQ ^pp^g putting ofF the Call of the 

Houfe 'till this Day Fortnight ; that I fliall cafiljr agree to : 
But there being, as f imagine, a certain Scheme or Proje^ 
to be brought into this Houfe, which feems tc^ be of very 
great Confequence to the whole Nation, I wifh that the Call 
of the Houfe may be appointed to be about the Time, when 
that Scheme is to be md before us. For my Part, I know 
nothing about it, I caxvivot teW viVetv >«^ «ct xa Va»^ the 
PJeafuj e of feeing that feuvQus Ytoyiet » \wx\h(^ ^^ Js^^^ 
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ehtlemaiYi w^d ta6ws mort of It than I do, would get ap 
k«nc3 fix a Ihf when he thinks it wiJl be bmughi m^ and 
Ithen move that the CalJ of the Hcmfe may be flit off 'tlU 
Ithat Day, or till feme Day about that Time. 

We have been long in Exf^fetion of feeing ih\s glori- 
Lfsiis Scheme, which is to retider us all compleatly happy ; wc 
llave waited hi it with Impatience ever fince the Ifegiiming 
of this Seffion of Parliament ; we imagined, as had }^tn m* 
nuaied to m in the preceding Scffion, that it wai to cOme 
rfe lieu of the One Shilling in the Pound Latid-Tax, as a 
Supply for the current Service of the Year; but in ^h we 
are difappointed ; that Mtafure has, it feeitis, been altef d, 
znd we have feen this Etfe as to the Land -Tax othefways 
fupply*d. I do not know whether the Scheme iifelf has lat^ 
]y met with aity Alterations or Amendments, but I hi>|»^y 
if it be to be laid before us this Seffion, that it wifl n6l Be 
put off 'tiU towards the End of ibr Seffion, when Gentlemen 
tre tired out with Attendance, and obliged to return' hofnc 
I mind their own private Affairs, if a Scheme of that 
onfcquence be at all brought in, it certaifily ought to be 
rough t in when the Houfe is full, that it may be confider'd, 
od approved Or jejeftcd^ by as many Members as am poffibly 
brought logether. As fcjon as the Tim* for ife b^ing 
brought in fhall be fixed, and the Call of the ffoufe accord- 
ingly appointed, then I ^lall t^ke the Liberty to move for 
Letten 15 the Sherii&, as has been often' pra^tiftd on the like 
rOcctiions/ 

W Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole Ibod up, and fpoke m^^ ^'*^p^ 
fellows ; 
Sir, 
* As CO tht Scheme mentioned by the hfinourabte Gentle- 
wan who fpoke lali, it is certain that I have a Scheme which 
^ intend very foon to lay before you. I am refolved very 
on to make a Motion, for this Houfe to go into a Commit- 
! of the whole Houfe on fomething or another ; 1 have 
indeed, as yet fully determine what my Motion ihafl 
B, but I fuppofe it will be for this Houfe to go into a Com- 
rittee on the State of the puWick Revenue, or on the Frauds 
Drnmitted in the co!leding thereof, or on the Frauds com- 
litted in fome particular Branch or Branches of the Revc- 
ue ; tt ittuil be» I believe, a Motion to fome fuch Purpofe : 
Uht Call of the Houfe be appointed for this Pay Fort- 
ght, I believe I fliall be fully determined between this and 
it Time, and fo be able to move for fome futh Committee ; 

I the Houfe may then appoint a Day for going into the Com* 
Blittee moved for, that fo eveiy Member niaiy tot Kc^-ca 
B arteijd if he pl^^h 
■ mm. \ ^ Lj : 
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* I do not (2efire, I never did dcfire to furprife this Hou& 
into any J King, nor had, I thank God, ever any Occasion to 
uie the low Art of taking Advantage of the End of the 
SeiTion, for any Thing I had to propofe or would propoie to 
this Houfc ; but when theHoufe does refolve itfclf into iome 
fiich Cbmmittec as I now mention, I will then lay befoFO 
that Committee a Scheme which I have long thought of, 
which isj I ajn convinced, for the Good of die Nation, and 
which, if agreed to, will improve both the Trade of the 
Ration and the public fc Revenue, I never had any Inteii- 
tioE to propafe it as a Supply for the current Service of the 
Year ; I was always feofible that no luch Thing could bo 
done ; butif it be agreed to, and if upon a Trial it be found 
to bring in any Addition to the publick Revenue, this Honfe 
may then difpofe of that Increafe in the following Seflioti of 
Parliament as they fiiajl judge proper ; 'till then it cannot be 
ptppropriated, becaufe 'till then it cannot be known what the 
Amount may be. When the Amount of the Increafe of the 
JRevenue thereby is once afcertained, that Increafe may then 
be brought in Aid of the One Shilling in the Potind Land- 
Tax, and thereby that Eaie may be coniinu'd to the poor 
J^md-h alders for Y^rs to come, if fo the future Parliaments 
Ihall think fit. 

* As for the Schemers having rccciv'd Alterations and 
Amqidm^nts, I do not know but it may ; 1 never thought 
myfdf fo wife as to lland in no ISfeed of Affilbnce ; on the 
contrary, I am always ready to receive Advice and InilruilioD 
from others, and I ihall always be ready to j|dd, to aker, or 
10 amend any Thing 1 have thought ol, by the Advice^ and 
upon the Information of thofe w^ho are converfant in fucJl 
Affairs. As to the Scheme now talked of, 1 have not only 
examined it by myfclf a& thoroughly as I could, but I hawt 
taken from others all the AiMance and Advice I could get t 
and in nil my Inquiries in relation thereto, I have chofe to 
confult ^^ ith thofe wno, I knew, had a pcrfecl Knowledge of 
fuch AfFdrs, jind had no particular In tercf I in View, nor any 
private End to fprve : From thofe who may have By -Ends of 
their own, I never can expo£l impartial Counfel, and theFefore 
I have in tliis, as well as every other Affair, thooght it 
ridiculous to ask their Advice. Such as it is, I fliall be foon 
ready to hy h before you ^ then I ftiall give you all the In- 
formation r have had in the AfHiir, and will be moll ready 
|o hear and receive all the Information or Inllni£tion, that 
can be given hy any Gentleman in this Houfe, 

' It IS certam that there are daily very great Frauds com^ 

yikted in the colleifting of the publick Revenue, and if any 

Way csn be fallen on to prevent thofe Frauds, and to cti, 

ftble tjie Publick to recciyp whiit is ^3 row jultly &pd Ifgplly 

^ " iiiMt(4e4 



iAtitled to, fuch a Projea ought to be embrtcM; and the '^J^^^- ^^ • 

Author thereof, whoever he niay be, would deferve the \^ '..^u^'j^jJ, 

Thanks of his Country ; for it would not only be a great 

Advantage to the publick Revenue^ but to every honell and 

fair Trader in the Nation ; becaufe that wherever a Tax is 

laid on, and not colle6ted regularly and duly from every 

Man fubjed thereto^ it is really making >thc fair Trader pay 

to the Publick what the fraudulent Trader turns inio his 

own private Pocketj and thereby the Smuggler is enabled to 

underfell the fair Trader in every Commodity he deals in i . 

by which all the fair Traders in the Is^ation muil be at laft 

ruin'd and undone.' 

To this Sir William Wyndham replied, sirW.Wyn&atri. 

Sir, 

* I have not the Honour of being let into the Secret of 
tKis extraordinary Scheme, I do not as yet know what it 
is ; but by all that I could ever yet hear of it, I believe^ 
when it is laid before us, the Q^eflion thereon will appear to< 
be. Whether wc fhall facrifice the Conftitution to the pre- 
venting of Frauds in the Revenue ? This I take to be a very 
inaterial Queilion, and therefore I think it is abfolutely ne- 
ceflaty to have a full Houfe ; for which Reafon, I fhall be 
Mt only for Letter^ to the Sheriffs, bat alfo I hope that every 
Gentleman in this Houfe will write to fuch of his Friends in 
the Country as are Members, and intreat them to give At- 
tendance on that important Day.' 

Sir John Barnard fpokc nextj sir John Thtaui. 

Sir, 

* When the honourable Gentleman is prepared to lay his 
Scheme before us, I hope he will move for feme General- 
Committee ; , if he does, I fhall not give the Houfe any 
Trouble i but if he moves for a Committee to coniider the 
Frauds in any particular Branch of the Revenue, I Ihall take 
the Liberty to oppofe it, becaufe there are Frauds in every 
Branch of the Revenue ; and perhaps I fhall be able to fhew, 
that there are as many Frauds in other Branches of the Re- 
venue, as there are in thofe which the honourable Gentleman 
has a Mind now to take a particular Notice of* t mull think 
that the attaching our Inquiries at prefent to the Frauds 
committed in any particular Branch^ is like fingling out a 
Deer from the Flock, in order to be hunted down ; fhe is 
to be the firfl Sacrifice, but the whole Fiock are to be hunted 
Jown at lafl : This, I believe, is the Cafe, and if I have beea 
rightly informed, this Scheme, in its iirfi Conception, was for 
a General Alteration of the Method of colle^ing the publidc 
Revenue i It was for a General Excife ; but that, it feesvi' 
was afterwards thought too much at once, and therefoK we 
are now; 1 fappoie to fingle out only one or two fi|anq)ies, in 
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Afljte 6. cko. m order that they may be firft hunted down j but the very 
n* jj' ^ i^^jjjg Reafon^ thai may prevail with us to fubjefl any one 
* Branch of the Revenue to the Laws of Ejccifet may after waids 
preva.il with us to fubje£t eveiy Branch to thofe Arbitrary 
I^WE J and as fuch Laws are, in my Opinionj abfolutely in^ 
cQnliilent with Liberty, therefore I muH think that the 
Quellion upon this Scheme, even altered as it feems it is^ will 
be, Whether we flmll endeavour to prevent Frauds in the 
colle^ing of the Pub lick Revenues, at the Expence of the 
Liberties of the People f 

* For my own Part, I never was guilty oFany Fraud ; I 
pat it to any Man, be he who he will, to accuJe me of fo 
much as the Appearance of a Fraud in any Trade I was ever 
concemM in ; 1 am refolved never to be guilty of any Fraud* 
It is very true, thatthefe Frauds are a very great Prejudice 
to all fair Traders, and therefore I fpeak again ft my own In- 
terelt when I fpeak againft any Method that may tend 
towards preventing of Frauds ; but I ihall never put my 
private Intereft in Ballance with the In te reft or Happinefs of 
the Nation : I had rather beg my Bread from Door to Doof» 
and fee my Country flourifh, than be the greatcft Subject in 
the Nation, and fee the Trade of my Country decaying, 
and the People enflaved and oppreiTcd/ 

Then Mr Henry Pelham faid. 
Sir, 

* I wifti this Scheme, be what it will, were laid before 
us J for ^till it is, I believe we ihall ev^ry Day be falling 
into fome Debate or other about it, without knowing any 
Thing of it. I do not know where the honourable Gentle- 
man, who fpoke laJl, got his Information ; but as I have had 
the Honour to converfe fome times with thofe who always 
knew moil of this Scheme, I can aflure him thit there ne- 
ver was any fuch Thing intended as a General Excife, nor 
was there ever anyDefigri of making a General Alteration in 
the Method o* collefting the Publtck Revenue. But I flmll 
not at prcient fay any Thing farther qpon the Subjefl, be- 
caufe I till nk it a little odd to enter into Debates about w^ 
we know nothing of 

Then Mr Perry, Member for London, fpoke in Vindica* 
tion of the Merchants dealing in the Wine and Tobacco- 
tSSfc^t^offUthr Trade : After which the Queftion was put, and the Call 
iJr sbf^^ff'^dcJ^ ^^ ^^^ f^o^^fe ^v^s put ofr*tilI that Day Fortnight j and it 
MeT^bl^'r^^ was ordered, I'hat no Member of the Houfe Ihould pre^ 
Ac * fame to go out of Towii without Leave of the Houfe : That 
no Leave ftiould be asked for any Member to go out of 
Town, but between the Hours of One and Two : And that 
Mr Speaker ihould write circular Letters to the Sheri^ and 
StftWi^ of the fcyeraK^nilcs of Great Britain^ reqmr- 
'-\ - ing 
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iiig the Atcecdance of the Members on thtt Day Fortnighc ; 

and that the Houfe would proceed with the utmoft Severity 
' againft Aich Members as fhould not thea attend the Service 
of the Houfe. 

Then Mr Sandp movied for the Houfe to rcfolre, ' That 
fudi Members of that Houfe, who fliould abfent themfelves ^J^'hiSf^S J^^;ibc. 
i without Leave of the Houfe, fhould be reputed Deierters £1^'," ^^Jj'^J**^^' 
of their Truftj and Neglc^ers of that Duty they owed to lmw, hcdecurd 
that Houfe and their Country*' Hereupon feveral Mem- r^ShTwhkh'S^' 
bers got up, fome of whom as was thought to have fecondod °^F^^ ^' ^' 
thb Motion 1 but Mr Horatio Walpole was pointed to by 
Mr Speaker, who faid, * That he was againil the Motion the 
honourable Gentleman had been plcafed to make, as being 
A very extraordinary one, md fuch as there was then no Oc- 
cafion for, and therefore he moved for the Order of the Day, 
which Motion was immediately feconded. Sir John Rulhout sii j^RuOioot, 
then faid, *That the Mod on his Friend [Mr SaTtdys] had made^ 
was perhaps a little extraordinary, but it was upon a very 
» extraordinary Occafion, and not without Precedent, and 
[ therefore he would be for it.' To this Sir William Yongc ^^ w. ywec. 
i^ly'dj • That an honourable Gentleman [ ^;> Wiittam 
r Wjndh&m ] had fa id, ' That every Member ought to writer 
I to hh Friends in the Country, and defirc them to give At- 
tendance J but If the Motion then made fhould be agreed to, 
they might, in his Opinion, fave themfelves the Trouble, for 
that no Member then in the Country vvould think he had 
one Friend in the Houfe, if any fuch Refulution (hould be 
made againil him.' Hereupon Mr Sandys fa id, * That what mi Smrfp. 
j lie had moved for, was fo far from being without Precedent^ 
[that there was a Precedent for it very lately, and that was 
rin the famous Cafe of Dr Sachevcrel : That when that Affair 
I Was before the Houfe there was fuch a Ri^folution made, 
I and from thence it was that he took the very Words of the 
\ Motion he had then made." 

Then the Qaeilion was put upon Mr Walpole' s Modan for 
[ ^t Order of the D^y, becaufe of its having been feconded 
[before Mr Sandys's Motion was fwionded, and that being 
Jcarricd in the Affirmadve, the other was dropp'd ofcourfe, 
Mmrch %. A Bdl was brought in purfuant to the Refolu- 
Itions of the Houfe in July la ft, in relation to the Sugar- 
Tolonies ; upon which Sir John Barnard opened to the {^^j^X'ilS^ 
ioufe a Petition of Richard Partridge, Agent for the Colo- ^^ 
ny of Rhode- Ifiand and Providence Plantations in x^merica, 
gainft the faid Bill ; and moved for Leave to bring it up, in 
Iwiuch he was feconded by Mr Pcrr)', but oppofed by Sir ^^.^^ 
^^iiliam Yong6 ; who ftood up, and fpoke as follows, 
Mr Speaker : 
I Th^ Petition^ ^hidi the honourable Member o?ei the 



Debate concern iJlf 
ft Petitidn Itohi 

Rhodfr-liLiAd 3iid 



SlrW.Venect 



( 3iP ) 
way has now in Hand, is, I find, a Petition praying fbif 
Leave to be heard againil a Bill now depending in this Houfe^ 
by which fome certain Duties are to be laid on feveral Com- 
jnodities mentioned in the Bill. I believe, Sir, it has beeii . 
the conftant Ufageof this Houfe for many Years, to receive 
no Petitions againft Duties to be kid on ; but as there are 
none who underlland better than you. Sir, the Practice of 
the Houfe in fuch Cafes, therefore I (hall in this fubmit cn* 
tirdy to your Determination, and hope you will give us your 
Opinion, tliereupon. However, Sir, I muft take Notice or 
another Thing, which I obferve in the Petition as it has been 
opened by the honourable Gentleman : They therein tell 
us, that as to the Bill now depending before us^ they appre- 
hend it to be againft their Ch.irter. This, I muft fay, is * 
fomething very extraordinary, andj in my Opinion, looks 
very like aiming at an Independency, and difclaiming the 
Authority and Jurifdiftion of this Houfe ; as if this Houie 
had not a Power to tax them, or to make any Laws for the 
regulating of the Affairs of their Colony ; therefore, Sir^ 
if there were no other Reafon for our not receiving their 
Petition, I fhould on this Angle Account be againft giving 
Leave to bring it up.' 
tord Tyrewmcii. To this Lord Tyrconnell replied^ 
Sir, 

* I cannot agree with the honourable Member who fpoktf 
laft, for I Ihall never give my Vote for rejedUng a Petition 
before t know what is in it ; and this I cannot know till 1 
hear it read.. The Queftion now before us, is not. Whether 
the Dcfire of the Petition fhall be granted or no ? After the 
Petition is brought up and read to the Houfe, we may then 
judge whether the Defire thereof be reafonable or not, and 
may accordingly grant or refufe it, but the refufing to have 
the Petition brought up and read to the Houfe, feems really 
to be a Determining the Defire of the Petition to be uih 
reafonable, before we know what it is ) and therefore, Slo 
I fhall be for having it brought up.' 

Ur Winnington. Mr Winnington fpoke next* 
Sir, 

* I fland up to fpeak to Order and to the Method of Poh 
ceeding in this Houfe ; it has been a Cuftom always obferved 
in this Houfe, not to receive any Petitions againft thofe Billf 
which were brought in forthe laying on of any hew Duties ) . 
I do not indeed fay but that there may be fome Inftances to 
the contrary, but I am fure they are very rare^ and nevei* 
happened but upon fome very extraordinary Occafion ; for 
if we were to receive all fuch t'etitions there wbuld be fuck/ 
•Multitudes of them againft every fuch &iU, that the Nation 
might be undone for wan( of an immediate Supply for the 
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Publick Ufc, while we were fitting to hnr frivolout Peti- ^7^^ * 
dons again ft thofe Bills brought in for granting that Sup- \_ -^-'■i_J 
ply. I'he honourable Gentleman neaf me took Notice of 
the Petitioners pretending, that the Bill now before us is a- 
gainft their Charter ; I hope. Sir, they have no Charter which 
debars this Houfe from taxing them as well as any other 
Subjeft of this Nation ; I am fure they can have no fuch 
Charter ; but if it were poffible, if they really had fuch 9 
Charter, they could not fay that the Bill now before us were 
any Infringement of it, becaufe the Tax, to be thereby laid 
on, is no Tax upon them, but a Tax which is to be laid upon 
the French only ; and Ihall this Houfe, Sir, receive any Pe- 
titions, or hear any Reafons that can be offered, for not 
taxing the French, more efpecially when the Tax to be laid 
upon them will mofl evidently tend to the Encouragement . 
of our own Sugar-Colonies ? X hope. Sir, no fuch Petition 
will ever fo much as be allowed to be brought up or prefent- 
cd to this Houfe.' 

Hereupon Sir John Barnard anfwered, s'uj,Btmii* 

Sir, 

* The Petitioners do not pretend to fay, that the Bill now 
depending is again ft their Charter, nor did I fay any fuch 
Thing when I opened the Petition to this Houfe ; at leaft 
if I £d, I am fure I did Injuftice to the Petition, for the 
Words of it are, • That they humbly conceive, that the 

* Bill now depending, if pafled into a Law, would be high- 

* ly prejudicial to their Charter.' But, Sir, 1 am really fur- 
prized at the Method of Re?.foning made ufe of by the two 
honourable Gentlemen, who have appeared againft the bring- 
ing up of this Petition : One of the honourable Gentlemen 
fays, that the Petitioners are aiming at an Independency^ 
and are diibwning the Authority of this Houfe. This, Sir,* 
in the prefect Cafe feems to be a very odd Affertion ; is not 
their applying by Petition to this Houfe, as dired an Ac- 
knowledgement of the Authority of this Houfe, as can be 
Blade' by Men ? The other Gentleman fays, that the Bill 
now before us is a Bill for taxing the French only ; this 
feems to be as odd an Affertion as the other ; Does the Gen- 
tleman imagine that the Tax paid in this liland upon French 
Wine, is a Tax upon the French ? Does not every body 
know» that the whole of it is paid by the Coniumers here ? 
It is fo far fiom being a Tax upon the French, that thc3r 
have confiderably raifed the Price of their Wines fmce the 
high Datieft were laid on them here. As to the Matter of 
Form, Sir, I do not pretend to be a great Matter of it ; but 
iince I have had the Honour to fit in Parliament I remem- 
ber, that feveral Petitions have been received ^ainft Duties 
tp be laid on : However, granting tbat i; vi^t ^ c«e)&»^^ 
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'Afffiss. r^.ii. mnd peipetud Rule not to receive Petitions aga^rtfl fbdk 
Dudes, yet certainly that Rule coald relate only to thdfc 
Duties, wWch were to be laid on for raifing Money for the 
Cuirenl Service of the Publlck, it could noc be prcfumed to 
f etate to thofc Duties, which were to be laid ou for the Re- 
gulation of Trade only y and this lall ia the Oie now bclbre 
m. The Duties to be laid on by this Bill are fo far from being 
Duties for the Supply of the Government, that Fdo not be- 
lieve that even thofe Gentlemen, who appear fo fond of the 
Dtitie} to be laid on by it, h much as expcft or wiih that 
any Money ftiall be thereby raifed for the Ufe of the Pub- 
lick ; the Bill h not intended for any fach End ; it is rather 
in the Nature of a Prohibition, and it was never pie tended 
that no Petitioiif were ever to be received ag^inft a Bill for 
prohibiting any Sort of Commerce, 

• It may be the Cafe, that this Houfe has femetimes le- 
fiifed to receive Petitions from fome Parts of Britain againit 
Duties to be laid on ; but this can be no Reafon why the 
Fetition, I have now in my Hand^ ihould be reje^cd : The 
People in every Part gf Great En tain have a Reprefentative 
m this Houfe, who is to take Care of their Partictalar Inceneil, 
as well as of the General Interell of the Nation ; and ihey 
may, by m^ns of their Reprefentatlves in this Hou^, olfer 
what Reafons they think proper againll any Duties to be 
laid on ; but the People, who are the Petitioners m the Peti- 
tion I have now in my Hand, have no particular Reprefeit- 
tatlves In this Hotife ; ajvd therefore they have tio other Way 
of applying or of ofering their Reafons to this Houie, but m 
the way of being heaSd at the Bar of the Houfe by their 
Agent here in En^and i therefore if that general Kvlc of 
iiot receiving Petitions agaitilt Duties to be laid on, be ever 
to be receded from, the Ofe now before us ou^t to be ^ 
Exception to the general Rule/ 
To this Mx C^uit replied, 

Sk, 
» 1 apprehend it has always been the Cdbm of th^ 
Hoiife, I am fure it has been the Cultom ever fiuce the Re* 
voktion, to refufe receiving Petitions againil any Dtiticl 
to belaid on, and thai without sny Dillinftion whether the 
Duties to be bid on were for the Raifing of Money^ or ibr 
liie Regulation of Trade : As our Colonics are all a Patt of 
the People of Great Britain, they are generally reprefented 
in this Houfe as well as the reft of the People are i and in all 
the HefolutionB of thisHoufe, adue Regard will certain^ 
be had to the particular Intercll of every one of thexii, 
fo fer as it h confUlent with the general Intereft of the Whole^ 
for which Reafon t can fee no Occahon for making an Ex- 
oeptian as to them i ^ ih^rsfera I catmot but be of the 
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fame Oprnkm with thofe Gentlemen, who ,trt for refulbig ^^'^; ^ 
their Confent to the bringipg tfp of this BUI. As for th^ \^,00^^' mJ 
Duties on Wine^ mentioned by the honourable Gentlem^ 
who ^okc laft, though they are paid by the Confuniers her^; 
yet t^^^y be looked on as a Tax upon the French, for 
if it we*fe not for thofe Duties, a( much greater Quantity of 
their Wines would be confumed here than there is at prefent^ 
and confequently they would thereby draw a niuch larger 
Sum of Money out of this Nation thaif they now do ; and as 
to the Advance of the original Price of their Wines, there 
are a great many other Caufes it may be owing to, but it 
never can be owing to the Diminution of the Quantity con- 
fumed.' 

Mr Pulteney fpoke next : Mr Puiteacj. 

Sir, 

* I do not pretend to be a Mafler of Form, but I believe 
there may be many Precedents found, for juftifying the 
Houfe in receiving the Petition now offered to us. I very 
well know. Sir, how great a Mailer you are of the Forms an4 
Methods of Proceeding in this Houfe, and therefore I ihall 
always be as ready as any Gentleman in the Houfe, to fub: 
mit to your Opinion when any fuch Queflioh arifes ; but I 
cannot think. Sir, that any of your Friends would defire you 
to give your Opinion thus upon a Surprize, in a Mattel? 
which feems to be fo much contefled ; nor do I believe that 
you would be ready to comply with any fuch unreafonablfS 
Defire; if you fhould once give your Opinion in any fuch 
Difpute, I fhould be afraid afterwards to infpeft the Jour- 
nals of the Houfe, left they fhould be found to contradi^ the 
Opinion you had given : But if we are to fearch for Prece- 
dents, I am fure that as to the prefent Cafe, there will be no 
Occafion for going any farther bac^ than the Revolution. 
Before that Time I believe we can find few or no Precedents 
any way relating to the Queflion now in Hand, becaufe Pat* 
liaments were not then io frequent, and Taxes very rare. 
Let any Gentleman but look into the Statute-Books lying 
upon our Table, he will there fee to what a vail Bulk, to 
what a Number of Volumes, our Statutes relating to Taxes 
have fwelled finoe the Revolution ; and how thin, how few 
the Volumes are, that contain all the Statutes relating to 
Taxes that ever were made before that Time : It is mon* 
ftrous, it is even frightful to look into the Indexes, where for 
feveral Columns together we fee nothing but TaxeS;^ Taxes, 
Taxes f It is true. Sir, when Gentlemen refled on the many 
Bleifings we thereby enjoy, when they confider the manv 
Advantages we reaped by the Revolution, they will think 
chat we could not pay too dear for fo happy a Torn in our 
Affidrs. ^ ^ 
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* As to the Queftjon now before as, I caiuiot ice why it 
010 uld be (q much debated, I cannot fee why die Receiving 
of this Petition ihould be fo much oppofed, unkh h be that 
the Rejecting of this Petition, is to be made ufe of >iis a Pre- 
cedent for receiving no Petitions againl! a certain^Scheme, 
which we expcd foon to be laid before us : This, I am 
afraid, is really the Cafe i for th^n Gendemeii, who arc 
not much Mailers of Form, Gentlemen who are b:it little 
converfant in the Journals of the Ho ufe, mtiy quote a Pre- 
cedent of but a few Days ftanding, for not receiving any Peti- 
tions that may be offered againlt that Scheme ; 1 do cot in- 
deed know whether there will be any fuch Petitions, but if 
I may judge by the Spirit which has already appeared in the 
Nation, I can make no Doubt bat that Petitions will be feat 
up from all Parts of the Country againfl that Scheme/ 

Then Sir Thomas Allon faid. 
Sir, 

* As to the Point of Form which is now the Subje^ of 
Debate, I cannot venture to give my Opinion thereon, but 
I am furprized that the honourable Gentleman (hou!d have 
any Apprehenfiona of our refufing to receive any Petition?, 
that may be offered againlt the Scheme he hinted at : For 
whatever Objeflion there may be againft the Houfc receiv- 
ing any Petitions, that are offered againll Duties to be laid on, 
there cannot furely be any Objedion againfl our receiving 
Petitions J that may be offered againff a new and a dangeroua 
Method of coUeding Duties already kid on;* 

Hereupon Mr Sandys ftood up again, and faid, 
* Sir, 

' Since Gentlemen feem fo much to differ as to the Point 
of Form, I (hall move. That a Committee may be appointed 
to fearch Precedents, in rektion to the receiving or not rc- 
ceimg Pi^titions againJl the impofing of Duties ; for as fome 
Gentlemen have affirmed it to have been the conflant UQl^ 
of this Houfe ever fi nee the Revolution, to rejeil all fuch 
Petitions, I muft take the Liberty to affirm the Fadl to have 
been other wife ; and it is fo far other wife, that if my Motion 
be agreed to, I believe more Precedents will be found for re* 
ceiving, ihan for rejecting of fuch Petitions,* 

This Motion was feconded by Mr Heathcote^ and there- 
upon Sir John Barnard dcfired to withdraw the Motion he had 
made; But that being oppofed, and fome Debate arffmg as to 
that Point, Mr Speaker acquainted the Houfe of its being 
their conflant Rule, that when any Motion is once made and 
feconded, the Queilion, if infifted on, muft be put upon that 
Motion J it couid not be withdrawn without the Leave of 
the Houfe : Hereupon the previous QuciUon was moved for, 
mi carried b the AticmsiUvc by 1 40 to 1 1 2 . Then the Que- 
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(lion was put for bringing up the Petition, which pafTed in Anno 6.^Geo. n. 
the Negative : After this the Queftion being al/b put for \_}^l-' J 
fearching of Precedents, it paffed in the Negative. 

MarcJif 9. The Houfe went into a Committee, to confider JJ^vm foraying 
of the moll proper Methods for encouraging the Manufacture a Duty of 53. rsr 
and Export of Home-made Spirits ; and Mr Horatio Walpole reign Brandies" 
open'd the Debate with the following Speech : fS mSS 

Sir and Export of 

,. . ' ' r> ' r • TT Home-made Spi- 

* As we are now in a Conmiittee for encouragmg Home- tits. 
made Spirits, it may not be improper for us to ^e into our 
Coniideration the Duties payable on French Brandies and 
other Foreign Spirits : As the Laws now ftand, the Duties 
payable upon French Brandies amount in the whole to about 

6 s. and 5 d. per Gallon, which has always been looked 6n 
rather as a Prohibition, than as a Duty to be fairly and ho- 
neftly paid either by the Importer or Confumer ; and indeed 
it has in Fadl. been always found to be fo, for few or none 
have ever paid that Duty ; thofc Brandies have always been 
imuggled and flole in upon us,^ notwithflanding all the Me- 
thods we could ever take to prevent it ; or they have made 
ufe of an Artifice to evade the Laws, which is this : As the 
Laws Hand at prefent, the Duties payable upon Flemifh 
Brandies amount in the whole but to 4 s. per Gallon, and as 
it is not poffible to diftinguifh Flemifh Brandies from French 
Brandies, therefore great Quantities of French Brandies were 
carried firfl to Rotterdam, and from thence imported upon 
us as Flemifh Brandies; after that they were- carried to 
Oflend, and from thence imported as Flemifh ; and now for 
fome Years pafl,- they have been carried to Dunkirk, and' 
from thence brought to the feveral Ports of Britain, and en- 
tered as Flemifh Brandies. 

* As this Pra£Uce is, Sir, an Evafion of the Laws in Be- 
ing, it ought certainly to be remedied, and the Manner 
how, will be the proper Queftion now to be confidered ; If 
the Duties now payable upon French Brandies fhould be 
laid on all Foreign Spirits, it would not only encourage the 
Smuggling and Running Trade, but it would be a Prejudice 
to our own Diftilling-Trade, for our Diftillers are under a 
Neccifity of mixing up a certain Proportion of French 
Brandy with our Englifh Spirits, in order to make them fit 
for Ufe either at Home or Abroad ; and therefore if fuch a 
Duty can be thought of to be laid upon all Foreign Spirits, 
as will prevent their being fold in this Country fo chfeap, as^ 
to interfere with the Confumption of our Home-made Spirits, 
and yet not difable us from importing honeftly and fairly as 
much as our Diftillers may have Occafion for in the Manu- 
isuStare of our Home-made Spirits, I hope Gentlemen will 
readily com« in to fuch a Propofition. 
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* In order^ Sir, to make fuch a Propofition to this Houfe, 
r have for fome tijne confidercd the Cafe, I have talked with 
fomc of the moll noted DUHlIers in Town about it, and I 
have made all the Inquiries I thought proper, for obtaining 
SI full Information as to this Particular ; and from the 
whole J I believe that a Duty of 5 s. per Gallon upon all 
Foreign Brandies, 13 the moJl proper Medium to be fixed 
on/ 

This Motion met with very little Opposition, only fome 
Members declarM, ' That they thought a Duty of 5 s, 6 d- 
would be more effe£tual for the Parpofe intended ;' Then Mr 
Sandys Hood up, and fpoke as follows ; 
Sir, 

' I am gkd to hear from the honourable Gentleraan over 
the way, that ail Mixtures arc nor to be looked on as pub- 
lick Frauds, for it feems the mixing of i^'rench Brandy with 
Englifh Spirits h not only no pablick Fraud, but a Mix- 
ture which ought to be encouraged, as being ufeful and ne- 
ceflkry in the Diilillhig- Trade ; yet with i-efped to the Pub- 
Hck, I cannot conceive how the mLsiiig of Eiigjifh Cyder 
with Portugal Wine, can be confidercd as a greater Fraud 
than the mixiug of French Brandy with Englifti Spirits. 

' I mni\ likewife take Notice, that the fame Genclemaii 
feems to admit, that the Laws of the Culloms and Excife, 
when united and joined together, are found to be ineffbdual 
for collecting the Duties payable upon the Commodities he 
mentioned, or for the preventing the Smut^gling and Run- 
ning of them into this Kingdom ; and therefore I hope^ 
Sir, I ftiaU not hereafter hear any Propofition, either from 
tliat Gentleman or any of his Friends, for laying any other 
Duties under the fame Circumftances, more efpedally iincc 
the Uniting the Laws of the Cuiloms and Exdfe is well 
known to be, in all C^fes, an Union, which is moft grievous 
and moll burthenfome to the SuhjeCl/ 

In the Courfe of this Debute, Dunkirk having been men- 
'* tion'd as a Port, Sir William Wyndham iaid, * That he 
was fuipriz'd to hear it fo much as mentioned aa a Port : 
That it was againft the Honour of the Engliih Nation to ac- 
knowledge it as fuchi or to admit that it (hould ever be 
made Ufe of as fuch ; That it was not now the proper Subjcd 
of their Conlideration^ bat he hop'd that the Honie woukl 
at fume other time take an Opportunity to refolve itfclf into 
a Committee to conliderol an Affairoffo great Importance' 
To tJiis Sir Robert Walpole replied, * That he hop'4 
Gentlemen would not be diverteil from what was then the 
proper Suhje£i of their Confideration : I'hat Dunkirk's being 
mentioned as a Port, mufl neceffarily raife the jult Indigna- 
^on of every EngUHiman : That no EngUfluniUi ever did, or 

ever 
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ever could admit it as a Port : But that whatever Terms Annoc. Geo.«. 
pentlemcn might inadvertency make ufe of, yet he hopM no - '731-33. 
Pret^Ke would ever be Irom thence taken to infringe tkoTe 
Rights, which this Nation is by a moft folemn Treaty juftly 
intitkd to.' 

Then the Cbmmittee rcfolv'd. That the Aa paffed in the ^l^^'^^^;, 
iecond Year of King George II» intitled. An Aft, For lay^ Andt BBiwderni* 
ing a Duty upon Compound Waters or Spirits, and for licenfing Tradrr§oi2i! 
the Retailers thereof, had been a Difcouragement to the Di- n»«ic spixit* i 
fiilling of Spirits from Com in Great Britain, and therefore 
ought to be repealed : That for the Encouragement of the 
E^^rtation of Spirits drawn from Com in Great Britain, 
a Drawback, or Allowance of 61. 8 s. per Ton, ought ta 
to be paid and allowed on the Exportation thereof: And that 
the Duties payable upon Brandy and Spirits imported, ex- 
cept from his Majeily's Plantations in America, ihould from 
the 24th of June next, ceafe and determine, and that in 
Lieu thereof there (hould be granted to his Majeily a Duty 
of %Nt Shillings per Gallon, on all Brandy and Spirits im- 
ported from Foreign Parts, except fuch as (hall be of the 
Growth and Manufacture of his Majeiiy*8 Plantations in 
America. 

March 12. The above Refolutions were agreed to by the wwchpaibhw 
Houfe, and a Bill orderM accordingly, which afterwards^ * 
with fome Amendments, pefs'd into a Law. 

Mkrch 14. The Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a Committee of TheCommoiM, in 
the whole Houfe, to confider of the moft proper Methods \S^^^* 
for the better Security and Improvement of the Duties and fi**^^S?SS 
Revenues, already charged upon, and payable from. Tobacco improvingac du- 
and Wines: The many Accounts, Returns, and other Pa- tSuqco.'"**^ 
pers, which the Houfe had before called fbr, being firft refer- 
red to the faid Committee ; and the C(»nmi£oners of the Cu- 
ftoms and of the Excife attending, purfuant to an Order of 
the preceding Day ; Sir Robert Walpole open'd the Debate 
with the following Speech : 
Sir, 

^ As I had the Honour to move fbr the Houfe to refolve ^^if pjj^^^; 
itfelf into this Cbnmiittee, I think it incumbent upon me to Lcifcsc^mefor 
open to you what was then intended to be propofed, as the which occa&^i« 
Sttbjedof your Confideration. We are now in a Commit- 8«»«^^^' 
tee fbr confidering of the moft proper Methods, for the better 
Security and Improvement of the Duties and Revenues al- 
ready charged upon, and payable from Tobacco and Wines : 
This can be done in no Way fo proper or efFeftual, as that of 

JFeventing for the future thofe Frauds, by which the publick 
tevemies have been fo mpch injured in Times paft. I know, 
diat whoever attempts to remedy Frauds, attempts a Thing 
t)iaf iQuft be veiy difagreeable to all thofe, who have been 
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Geo, 11, guilty of tkem, or who expeft a Benefit by fuch m Time 
■*'* ' t^^^ome. This, Sir, I ^m fully fetiftble of\ and from this 
Aave fprung all thofe Clamours, which have been raifed 
•-without Doors, againft what I am now to propofe to you. 
The Smugglers, the fraudulent Dealers, and thofe who have 
for many Years been enriching themfelves by cheating their 
Couatiy, forefaw, that if the Scheme I am now to propofe 
took Effei^ their profitable Trade would be at an End ; this 
gave them the Alarm, and from them I am perfuaded it is, 
that all thofe Clamours have originally proceeded, 

* In this 'tis certain, that they have been moft Jlrenuowfly 
afiifted and fupported by another Set of People, who, froin 
Motives much worfe, and of much more dangerous Confe- 
quence to their Coantry, are fond of improving every Op- 
portunity that offers, for ftirring up che People of Great 
Britain to Mutiny and Sedition. But, Sir, notvvithftanding 
all the Clamours tliat fuch wicked and deceitful Met) have 
been able to raife, as the Scheme I have to propofe will be 
a gvej-t Improvement to the public k Revenue, aJi Improve- 
ment of z or 300^000 L per Annum and perhaps more, and as 
It will Jikewiie be of great Advantage to the fair Trader, I 
thought it my Duty, not only as being in the Station I am 
in, but alio as being a Member of this Houfe, to lay it be- 
fore you ; for no fuch Clamours fliall ever deter me from 
doing what I think is my Duty, or from proposing any 
Thing that I am convinced will be of fuch fignal Bene^t 
to the Revenue, and to the Trade of my Country. 

'It has becii moll induftrioudy fpread abroad, that the 
Scheme 1 am now to propofe, was a Scheme for a General 
Excife ; but I do aver that no fuch Scheme ever enter'd into 
my Head, nor, for what 1 know, into the Head of any Man 
I am acquainted with : My Thoughts were always confined 
folely to thofe two Branches of the Revenue, arifmg from the 
D titles on Wine and Tobacco ; and it was the frequent and 
repeated Advices I had of the notorious Frauds committed 
in thofe two Branches of the Revenue, and the Clamours even 
of feme of the Merchants themfelves, that made me turn 
my Thoughts particularly towards con fide ring thofe two 
Branches, in order to find out, if polUble, fome Remedy for 
the growing Evil ; what I ani now going to propofe will, 
J believe, if agreed to, be an effectual Remedy ; but if 1 now 
fail in what I am to propofe, it will be the lait Attempt of 
this Kind that I fhall ever make ; 1 believe it will be the 
laft that will ever be made^ either by me, or by any that 
ihajl fuccecd me in the Station 1 am now in. 

* At prefent, 1 ihalJ lay before you only the Cafe as it 
now ftands with refpedl to the Tobacco-Trade, and the Re- 
vciwit arifmg therefrom 5 and here it will be neceifary firfl 

to 
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to confider the Condition of our Planters of Tobacco in ^^j'^;^ 
America; if we can believe them, if we can give any Credit 



to What they themfelves (ay, w6 muft conclude that they are 
reduced almoft to the laft Extremity ; they are reduced even 
almoil to a State of Deipair, by the many Frauds that have 
been committed in that Trade, by the heavy Duties which 
the Importers of Tobacco are obliged to pay upon Importa- • 
tion, and by the ill Ufage they have met with from their 
Fadlors and Correfpondents here in England, who, from being 
their Servants, are now become their Lords and Mafters. 
^Thefe poor People have fent home many ^ejjifefcptationa 
of the bad State of their Affairs, and have^fa^y 1^ over 
a Gentleman with a Remonilrance, fetting forth , their Grie- 
vances, and praying for fome fpeedy Relief : This, they may 
obtain by Means of the Scheme I intend now to propofe,, 
and I believe it is from this Scheme only that they can ex- 
pedl any R(?lief. 

* The next Thing we are to confider, is the State of the 
Tobacco-Trade, with regard to the fair Trader ; the Man 
who deals honourably and fairly with the Publick, as well 
as with private Men ; the Man who hoheftly pays all thofe 
Duties which the Publick is juftly intitled to, finds himfelf 
prevented and foreftalled, almoft in every Market within the 
Ifland, by the Smuggler and the fraudulent Dealer ; And 
even as to our foreign Trade in Tobacco, thofe who have 
no Regard to Honour, to Religion, or to the Welfere of 
their Country, but are every Day contriving Ways and 
Means for cheating the Publick by Perjuries and falfe Entries, 
are the greateft Gainers -, and it will always be fo, unlefs we 
can fall upon fome Way of putting it out of their Power to 
carry on any fuch Frauds for the future. 

* And lailly, we ought to confider the great Lofs fuftained 
by the Publick, by Means of the Frauds committed in the. 
Tobacco-Trade, and the Addition that muft certainly be 
made to the publick Revenue, if thofe Frauds can be pre- 
vented in Time to come : By this Addition we may be 
enabled to relieve the Nation from fome of thofe Taxes, 
which it has laboured under (b many Years ; whereas, as 
the Cafe now ftands, the innocent and the honeft Part of the 
Nation are charged with Taxes, which they would be free 
from, if the fraudulent Dealers and the Smugglers could be 
any Way obliged to pay that, which is juftly due by them to 
the Publick. This will, I am convinced, be the EiFeft of 
the Scheme I am to propofe to you, and whoever therefore 
views it in its proper Light, muft fee the Planters, the fair 
Traders, and the Publick, ranged on one Side in Favour of 
it ; and none but the unfair Traders and the Tobacco-Fadlors 
on the other. 
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' I 0iall beg Leave to mention tQ^yoafomc of thofe Fraudi 
which have come to my Knowledge, The Evidence I have 
had of them is ta me very convincmg : But in fuch Cafes 
Gentlemen ought always to confider what Evidence it h im- 
pofljble to bring, what Evidence it is by the Nature of ths 
TJiing tmreafonabk to ciped.^ 

Then Sir Robert Walpolc gave an Account of the feve- 
fal Frauds which had been prafUfed of late Years in the 
lobacco^Trade, from which he made Cakubtions of the 
Lofs tiie Publick thereby fuitained^ particularly that of get- 
ting the Tobacco weighed at an Under- Weight upon Im- 
portatiorij and getting it weighed again upon Exportation at 
B Weight much above what it ought to be. Then he pro- 
ceeded thus ; 

' Sir, A particaUr Inllance of this Fraud I came lately to 
the Knowledge of by meer Accident : One Mid ford, who 
had been a confiderable Tobacco-Merchant in the City, hap- 
pened to failp at a Time when he ow*d a large Sum of 
Money upon Bond to the Crown ^ whereupon an Extent 
was liTued out immediately again ft him, and thereby the 
Government got Pofleffion of all his Books, by which the 
Fraud he had been guilty of was difcovered i for it appeared 
as may be feen by one of his Books I have in my Hand, 
(^Hire hefoe^wti Qn€ af MidfinT^ Bjah f<f the dmmkieej 
that upon the Column where the faife Quantities, which had 
been entered at the Importation, by Collufion between him 
and the Officer, by which he piid or bonded the Duty payable 
upon Importation, a Slip of Paper had been fo artfully palled 
on that it could not be difcovered, and upon this Slip of Pnper 
were written the real Quanuclcs which were enter'd, bccaufe 
ke was obliged to produce the fame Book when that Tobacco 
was entered for Exportation ; but then upon Exportation, the 
Tobacco was entered and weighed according to the Quantities 
mark'd upon this Slip of Paper fo artfully pafted on aa I 
have mentioned, by which he got a Drawback, or his Bonds 
returned, to near double the Value of what he had a^bially 
paid Duty for upon Importation. Yet this Mid ford was as 
honell a Man and as fair a Trader as any in the City of 
Ijondon ; I defire not to be mifunderftood, I mean that before 
lie faiPd, before thefe Frauds came to be difcover*d, he was 
always reckoned as honeft a Man, and as fair a Trader as any 
in the City of London, or in any other Part of the Nation/ 

After this, he mentionM the fcveral Frauds folio wing. 
Viz. That of Rc*Iand ing the Tobacco after it was ihtpp'd 
off for Ejq>ortation : That of Socking of Tobacco, which 
was a Cant -Word ufed for ftealing an3 fmuggHng it out of 
the Ships after tWu ^iiwal m t£e River, before they were 
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unloaded at the Cuftom-houfe : That of flripping the Stalks, Anno 6. oeo. h. 
and afterwards fplitting and prefling them by an Engine con- J Tj ^ -jj- 
trived for that Purpofe, and then exporting thjem : That of 
giving Bonds for the Duty payable upon Importation, where- 
by the Government had loll feveral large Sums by the Failure 
of Payment of fuch Bonds : That of the rich money'd Men 
making prompt Payments, by which the Publick was obliged 
to allow them Ten per Cent. Difcount as to the Duties, and 
by entering the Tobacco foon after for Exportation, they 
drew back the whole Duties ; fo that the Government adlual-r 
ly loft Ten per Cent, upon all the Tobacco that had been 
fo enter'd. Then he went on as follows : 

* Sir, Thefe Frauds are notorious, moft of them are known 
to the whole World ; and* as the Laws of the Cuftoms have 
been found inefFedual for the preventing of fuch Frauds, 
therefore it ispropofed to add the Laws of Excife to the Laws 
of the Cuftoms, and by Means of both it is probaWe, I may 
iay certain, that all fuch Frauds will be prevented in Time 
to come. 

* By the feveral Subfidics and Impofts now payable upon 
Tobacco, by feveral Adls of Parliament made for that Purpofe 
\iHere he ganje an Account of the feveral Ails of Parliament 

for laying Duties on Tobacco'] it appears, that the Duties 
now payable upon Tobacco on Importation amount to 6 j d. 
per Pound Weight, all which muft be paid down in re^dy 
Money, by the Merchant, upon Importation thereof, witfii 
the Allowance of Ten per Ctnt. upon prompt Payments 
or otherwife there muft be Bonds given with fufficient Sureties 
for Payment of the Money, which is often a great Lofs.to 
the Publick, and is always a great Inconvenience to the Mer- 
chant Importer ; whereas, by what I am to propoie, the 
whole Duties to be paid for the future will amount to no 
more than 4 | d. per Pound Weight, and this Duty not to 
he paid 'till the Tobacco comes to be fold for Home-Con- 
fumption ; fo that if the Merchant exports his Tobacco, he 
will be quite free from all Payment of Duty, or giving Bond 
therefore, or finding out proper Sureties for joining in fuch, 
Bond ; he will have nothing to do but to re4oad his Tobacco 
on board a Ship for Exportation, without being at the 
Trouble to attend for having his Bonds canceUM,. or for 
taking out Debentures for the Drawbacks ^ all which, I con- 
ceive, muft be a great Eafe to the Bar Trader ; and to every 
fuch Trader the preventing of Frauds muft be a great Ad- 
vantage, bccaufe it will put all the Tobacco-Traders in Bri- 
tain upon the fame Footing, which is but juft and equal, and 
what ought certainly to be accomplifhed, if it be poffible. 
' Now, in order to make this Eafe effectual to the fdl^ 
Vol. II. S 3 ' Trader 



Tadcr, and to contribute to his Advaatage by preventing as 
mu<A as pofOble any Frauds in Time to come, I propofe, as 
1 have faidj to join the Laws of Excife to thole of the 
Cuftoms, and to leave the one Penny, or rather three Fai- 
things ftr Pound, call'd the farther Subfidy, to be ilil 
cferged at the Cuil ojh- Hon fe upon the Importation ofawy 
Tobacco* which three Farthings ihall be payable to h\% Ma- 
jefty*s Civil Lill as heretofore : And I propofe that all Tobacco 
ibr the future, after being weighed at the Cnlbm-Houfe, and 
charged with the faid three Farthiiigs psr Pound, fliaU be 
lodg'd iQ a Warehoufe or Warehouies, to be appointed 
by the Commifnoners of the Excife for that Purpofe, of 
which Warehonfe the Merchant Importer Oi:ill have chic 
lock and Key, and the Warehoufe- keeper to be appointed 
by the faid Commiflioncrs fhail have another j iti order that 
the Tobacco may lie fafc in that Warehoufe till the Iffer- 
chant finds a Market for it, either for Exportation m Hl» 
Home-Confumption : Thus if his Market be for ExpoiftMioiiv 
he may apply to his Warehoufe-keeper^ and take out ajs owcli 
for that Purpofeas he has Occafion for, which, when wciji^* 
edat the Cujloro-Houfej ihaH be difchargd of the ' ^^ 
Far things ^i*r Pound with whidi it was chai-gcd upon Ii 
tation, fo that the Merchant may then e^^pott it without 
any farther Truiible : But if hts Market be for Homt^ 
Coiifumption, that he fhal! then pay the three Farthmgs 
cli^rged upon k at the CtiRom-Houfe npofi Ijnportadoo, ami 
Cliat then upon calling his Warehoafe- keeper, he may delivft 
it to the Buyer, on paying nn Inland-Duty of 4 d. per Ptomfd 
Weighty to the proper Officer appointed to receive the feme. 

* And whereas all Llie Penalties and Forfeitures to become 
diiCj by the Laws now in Bemg^for regulating the colkfting 
of the Duties on Tobacco, or at Jeall all thitt Part of th^oi 
which is not given to the Informers, now belong to the 
Crown I I propofe that all fuch Penal ocs and Forjeitaivsi, 
fo far as they formerly bebr.ged to the Crown, fholl Im 
the fbttire belong to the Peblick, and be applicable to the 
fame Ufes to which the i^\^ Duties fhall be made applieayo 
by Parliament ; and for that Purpofe I have hisMajefly *s Com- 
mands to acquaint this Houfe thiit be, out of his great Re^ 
l^d ibr the publick Good, with PIcafure con fen Is that they 
flbill be fo apply'dj which is a Condefcenfion in his Mnjellyp 
that \ hope every Gendeman in this Houfe is fully feftiibte 
o^ and will freely acknowledge, 

' I know there has been an Objeftion made, I expcft to 
liear it again made in this Houfe, again ft what I now pro- 
pofe : The Objection is this, "^ Tliat a great many of his Ma- 
• jelly's Subjects wiJ? be liable to ht tried in a Mdlti- 
' ludc of Cafes by dd^ CoSKimif\Qtser& of E)ccifej from whom 



I 
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• there is no Appeal, but to Commiffioners of Appeal, or to ^nao 6. <5eo. ii. 

• JuiUces of Pfeacein the Country, all named by the King and |_J^*^-', 

• renaoveable at Pleafure, from whom the Appellants cannot 

• expeft to meet with Juftice or Redrefs.' I am ^r from think- 
ing there is any Ground for this Complaint, I am far from 
thmking that any Man ever had a juft Reafon to fay that he 
was wronged, or unjuflly dealt with, cither by the Commit 
£oners of Appeal, or by the Juftices of the Peace at their 
Quarter-Seflions s but in order to obviate any Objedion of 
this Nature, I propofe that all Appeals in this Cafe, as 
well as in all other Cafes relating to the Excife, fhall for 
the future be heard and determined by two or three of 
the Judges to be named by his Majefty, out of the twelv6 
Judges belonging to Wefhninfler-Hall ; and that in the 
Country, all Appeals, from the £r{l Sentence of his Ma- 
jefty's Juilices of the Peace, fhall be to the Judge of Aflizf 
upon the next Circuit which Ihall come into that Country, 
who ihall in all Cafes proceed to hear and determine fuch 
Appeals in the moll funmiary Way, without the Formality 
of Proceedings in Courts di Law or Equity. From fuch 
Judges, and from fuch a Manner of Proceeding, every Matt 
mufl exped to meet with the utmoft Difpatch, and with the 
mod impartial Juftice ; and therefore I muft think, that what 
I now propofe can be no Inconvenience to thofe, who may 
thereby be fubjeded to the Laws of Exciie ; but that if 
tl&ere was formerly any Ground of Com^^aint, it may be a 
great Relief to thofe who are already fubje£led to fuch Law3. 

* This is the Scheme which has been reprefented in fodi 
a dreadful and terrible Light : This is the Monfter, that 
many-headed Monfler, which was to devour the People, and 
to commit fuch Ravages over the whole Nation. How juft- 
ly it has been reprefented in fuch a Light, I fhall leave to 
this Committee, and. to the whole World without Doors to 
judge. I have fiud, I will fay it again, that whatever Ap- 
prehenfiom and Terrors People may have been brought un- 
der, from a falie and nsalicious Representation of what thejr 
neither did nor could poffibly know or underiland, I am 
firmly perfnadad, when they do come to know and fully to 
imderfland the Scheme which I have now had the Honour to 
open to you, th^ will view it in another Light ; and that 
if it has the good Fortune to be approved of by Parliament, 
and comes to take Eflbdl, the Pec^e will foon feel the hap- 
py Confeouences thereof; and when they feel thofe good 
^edby they will no longer think thofe People their Friends, 
who have &> grofly impofed on their Underftandings. 

* 1 look upon it as a moft innocent Scheme ; I am con- 
vinced it can be hurtful to none bat Smu»;]ers and unfair^ 
Tiaden; I am certain it will be of u:t^\ s^tlx ^xvd ^ii«' 

S 8 2; N^XiX^^Ji 
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Anno 6. Ceo. u. Vantage to the publick Revenue ; and if I had thought o- 
-i-m-n- therwife of it, I never would have ventured to have propof- 
* ed it in this Place ; therefore I fhall now beg Leave to move 

that it may be refolved. That it is the Opinion of this Com- 
mittee, that the Subfidy and additional l3aty upon Tobacco 
of the Britifli Plantations, granted by an A6t of the 1 2th 
of King Charles II. and the Impoft thereon, granted by an 
A6t of the firft of King James I J. and alfo the one third 
. Subfidy thereon, granted by an Aft of the 2d of Queen 
Anne, amounting in the whole to 5 ;d. per Pound, for feveral 
Terms of Years in the faid refpedlive Adb mentioned, and 
which have fuice been continued and made perpetual, fub* 
jeft to Redemption by Parliament, fhall from and after the 
24th Day of June 1733, ceafe and' determine.' 

Sir Robert Walpole having thus opened and explained the 
Nature of the Excife-Scheme, Mr Perry anfwered him as 
follows : 
Sir, 
Mr Perry. * The honourable Gentleman on the Floor has taken up 

a great deal of the ^f ime of the Committee, in flating a 
great Number and Variety of Fafts, and in drawing Con- 
clufions and making Calculations, upon the Suppoiition that 
every one of thofe Fafts was exaftly as he has been pleafed 
to reprefent them to us. This I cannot entirely agree with 
the Gentleman in, for if all thofe Fafts were exafily as he 
has reprefented them, and if all the Computations he has made 
upon that SuppoAtion were juft, that Quantity of Tobacco, 
the Duties of which the Publick is thereby fuppofed to be 
entirely defrauded of, would amount to a much greater 
Quantity of Tobacco yearly, than grows in the whole Coun- 
try from which we fetch that Commodity. I did not expedl 
to have heard fo long a Detail of Fadls, or fb many parti- 
cular Computations : I do not think it at all necefTary upon 
the prefent Occafion ; I expedted that the Gentleman would 
^ have taken a much more generafand a more juft Method : I 
thought he would have Hated to us the Quantity of Tobac- 
co yearly imported, the Quantity yearly exported, and would 
have given us the beft Proofs that could be found for jufli- 
fying his Computations in that Refpcft, becaufe from thence 
every Man might have eafily feen what Quantity remained 
for Home-Confumption, and what Sum of Money this would 
have yearly brought in, if the Duties had been all regularly 
paid 5 and upon comparing that with what thofe Duties 
have really amounted to for fome Years paft, we might have 
been able to have made fome Guefs at the Value of the 
Frauds that have been committed, and at the Advantage 
that may accrue to the Publick, fuppoling that all Frauds had 
teen prevented for the TVm^ V) ^gia^. 



( 325 ) 
' This is the proper Way, the only Way of coming at Anno 6. cco. h. 
any Sort of certain Knowledge in the Affair before us, but I . ' J^ i ! - 
am afraid if we fhould conSder it in this Way, we ihould 
find that the Scheme now propofed to us would be of no 
fuch mighty Advantage to the publicK Revenue as has been 
reprefented, even fuppofmg that all Frauds were for the fu- 
ture to be thereby entirely prevented : And confidering that 
no Method of CoUedlion, no Pains or Penalties, that can be 
contrived, can be fuppofed effeftual for preventing every 
Fraud that may hereafter be invented and fet on Foot ; we 
fhould find no great Temptation for agreeing to any Scheme, 
by which the Liberties of our Country miy be brought into 
the leall Danger, for the fake of any Advantage that we 
could fuppofe would thence accrue to the publick Revenue. 
That there are Frauds committed in the Tobacco-Trade, I 
fhall never pretend to deny, I make no manner of Doubt but 
that there are too many Frauds committed in that Trade, 
as well as in every other Branch of the publick Revenue : 
But upon a fair State of the Cafe, I am fure they cannot 
amount to near that Value, which the honourable Gentleman 
Jias been pleafed to mention ; and therefore I beg Leave to 
examine a little thofe particular Frauds and Calculations 
which have been mentioned by him.* 

Here Mr Perry went thro' and examined all tile Frauds 
that had been mentioned, and all the Computations that had 
been made, more particularly as to the Bonds, then went on. 

* Sir, It has been pretended, that the Publick has fuf- 
tained, and are ftill in Danger of fuftaining great Lofles by 
the Method of granting Bonds for the Duties payable upoa 
Tobacco : This I had before heard hinted at by the honou- 
rable Gentleman, and therefore I have lately had a Meeting 
with feveral of the Merchants in London trading in Tobac- 
co : We have examined that Affair, and I can now tell that 
Gentleman, that I have it in Commiffion from them to pro- 
pofe, that if the Government will give us a Difcount but 
of 20,000 1. we will give undeniable Security for the Pay- 
ment of all the Bonds they are now poffeffed of, which are 
not become defperate by the Bondfmen being already gone 
off, or become Bankrupts. 

* As to that Fraud callM Socking, it has been already dif- 
cover'd, and is, I hope, prevented. But it is well known, 
that the Merchants difcover'd it'firft, the Merchants went 
and complain'd of it to the Commiffioners of the Cuf- 
toms, and the Merchants join'd and affifled the OiHcers of the 
Cufloms in putting an effectual Stop thereto. This I muft 
know, becaufe I had the Honour to go at the Head of 
ieveral Merchants trading in Tobacco» to the CQauniSi<»Ns.t% 
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*«H>«.i6eft.n. trf" the Cuftorxis, to rcqueft of them that we might be al- 
^^!L , f !ow'd to girc a Gtatuity to one of their Officers, who had 
been moft inftrumental in the detefting and preventing of 
that Fraud, and accordingly I myfelf paid that Officer a 
very handfome Sum of Money, which we all thought his 
Diligence and Integrity very well deferv'd. 

• As to the Frauds committed at the Weighing of the 
Tobacco either on Importation or Exportation, I am afraid 
flieyare too frequent: But as the Tobacco is always weighed 
Boon the publick Cuftom-Houfe Keys, where Cuftom-Houfe , 
Officers fwarm lij^e Bees before a Hive ; and as there muft 
be two or three Officers of the Cuftoms attending and over- 
looking the Weighing of every Cask of Tobacco, we cannot 
fhppofc that thele Frauds were ever fo enormous as they are 
reprcfentcd to be : Whatever Frauds are committed in that 
Way, mull be either by Negleiftor Collufion of the Officers, 
and I cannot fee how the Scheme now propofed to us will 
make the Officers, either cff the Cuftoms or the Excife, more 
drligetft in their Duty, or more faithful in their Truft, than 
they were heretofore. As to the Re-landing of Tobacco 
after it has been ehter'd for Exportation, it was never pre- 
tended that this was pradlifed at the Port of London, nor 
can it be pretended that any great Quantities of fuch To- 
htCQO wejt ever confumM in London : This is a Prance 
that tOMj perhaps have been frequent in the Northern Parts 
of the Ifland, and id fome diftant Creeks and Corners of 
the Coaft ; and while there is fuch a vaft Difproportion be- 
tween the prime Coft, and the Duties on Tobacco, I may 
prophecy, that in fuch remote Places this will always be a 
Praftice : It could not be prevented by ten Times the Nura* 
ber of Officers we have, even tho* we had a much more 
namerous Army to fupport them than we have at prefent : 
And as for the Gripping, cutting, and prcffing the Stalks, 
and the Engine that has been invented for that Purpofe, if 
the honourable Gentleman mentioned it as a Fraud, or as a 
late Difcovery, he miftakes it very much ; on the contrary, 
it is no Fraud, nor is it a late Difcovery ; it is a Buiinefs 
that has been openly, honelUy, and publickly carry'd on for 
many Years ; it is a Bufinefs that has improvM our Tobacco- 
Tiade, and is as common and as well known as the Bufinefi 
of a Woollen or a Linnen- Draper. 

* Permit me now to take (bme Notice of the Tobacco- 
Plaricers, and of the HardOiips they are laid under by theiir 
TobaccO-l^adors, who are, it feems, noW become their Lords 
and Mafters.. I am fure none of them ever thought of com* 
plaining, *till they were put upon it bv Letters and Appli- 
cations (torn hence. TVieie 2kie H^o&i^s in all Trades, 
whidl Men mutt nccc&kA^f t\x>omx Xo» w ^n^ u^ ^Os^w 
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Bttimefe ; bttt every Man, tbat uaderAands the 'Tobacco* Aanoa.ceo.vu 
Trade, muil fee that die Hardftups the Faftori' labour under, \_J ^^ 
sure by much the moft numerous and tfie moft grievous ; and 
if this Scheme fhould take £ffe^ they will become {6 gprie- 
votts^ that no Man would be able to continue in the Trade ; 
by this the Planters would be utterly undone^ and the 
Trade quite lofl to this Nation ; for it will be impoifible for 
them to manage their Plantations, or to fend their Produce 
to Britain, without having fbme confiderable Merchants fet- 
tled here, to fend Ships to receive the fame in America, to 
leceive and difpofe of it after it is landed here, and to fupply 
them with ready Money 'till their Tobacco can be brought 
to a proper Market. As to the Remonilrance, mentioned by 
the hoxK)urable Gentleman to have been lately fent over by 
the Tobacco- Pknters, I know it was obtained by Letters fent 
from hence, «and I believe many of thofe who joinM in it, 
now heartily repent of what they have done ; it was drawB 
up in Form of a Petition to this Houie, and was defigned 
to have been preiented, but it feems the Promoters of it 
have thought better of the Matter : However, that it wag 
obtained in the unfair Manner I h«ve reprefented, I am bow 
. ready to prove to the Conviftion of the whole World, 

* This then being the Cafe, as the Scheme now lorapoied 
to us cannot be fuppofed to be of any gf-eat Benefit to thm 
publick Revenue, as it will be fo far from bdng an Ad* 
vantage to the §auv Trader, or to the honed Planter, that it 
may probablytfuin both, and entirely deiboy our Tobacco* 
Trade ; tho I, and all honeft Men, and I defy that ho- 
nourable Gentleman, I defy the whole World to reproacli 
me witl^ one unfair Pra^ice in the whole Courie of my lifc^ 
I fay, tho' I and all honed Men wifh from our Hearts thai 
Frauds may be prevented in this, as well as in every othef 
Branch oi the publick Revenue, yet I cannot give my AA 
fent to a Propeiition that may be of fo dangprous Coni»- 
^uence ; a jPropo£tion which I look upon to be inconiiileiit 
with our Conilitution ; I am convinced it would prove Sk 
moil fatal Stroke to the Liberties of my Country, whicb 
will, I doubt not, be made plainly appear by other Gentle^ 
men of much greater Abilities than mine : And to every 
Man who has a Regard for his Country, or for the Peopki 
lie represents, this lalt mud be a fufHcient Reafon for being 
againd it, even tho^ it were otherwife the ,mod beneiicial 
Scheme that had ever been propofed. 

* But fince I look upon my being a Member of this 
Hottie, at the greated Glory of my Life, iince I look upon 
that Day on winch I was chofe one of the Reprefentatives 
of the City of LondoQ, as the mod aufpicious Day of my 
wbole Uk, I cannot tanaely fit ftiU and htur t)|e whol« 
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Aano 6. Geo. n. Body of the Merchants of that great City reprefented by 
\_ ^Il^H' ^ that honourable Gentleman as a Pack of Rogues, Smug- 
glers, and unfair Traders. It is a Treatment they no way 
deferve, it is a very odd, a very unkind Sort of Treatment, 
and fuch a Treatment as I am fure they nfever will forget, 
and I believe never will forgive.' 
Sir P. Mcthuen. . Sir Paul Methuen ipoke next. 
Sir, 

* When I firft heard of this Scheme, I was in the Coun- 
try, and there I muft {ay that it had been reprefented in 
fuch a Light, as created a general Diflike to it, and raifed 
great Apprehenfions in the Minds of moft People. It was 
reprefented as a Scheme for introducing a General Excife ; 
fuch a Scheme X own I would not allow myfelf to think 
was contrived or approved of by any Gentleman in the Ad- 
minillration ; I did imagine, that all thofe in the Admi- 
nillration were very well convinced, that a General Excife 
was what the People of England would never quietly fubmit 
to, and therefore did not believe that any of them would 
ever countenance a Scheme which had the leaft Tendency 
that Way. But now, after having heard it opened, and 
fully explained, by the honourable Gentleman on the Floor, 
I cannot but think that it is a wide Step towards eftablifh- 
ing a General Excife, and therefore I muft be excufed af- 
fenting to it. 

* How far it relates to Trade, with which it certainly 
. has a very clofe Connexion, I fhall leave to be explain'd by 

others more converfant in thofe Affairs ; nor will I take 
upon me to fay how far it may be a Remedy for the Frauds 
mention'd by the honourable Gentleman ; but there is 
another Concern which I fhall always, while I- have the 
Honour to fit in this Houfe, have a particular Eye to, and 
that is, the Liberty of my Country. The Danger with 
which this Scheme feems to threaten the Liberty of many 
of my Fellow-Subjefts, is alone of fufficient Force to make 
me give my Negative to the Queftion. Let Gentlemen but 
refle6l, let them but call their Eyes back on the feveral 
Laws that have been made (ince the Revolution, they will 
there find, that there has been already more Power vefted 
in the Crown, than may be thought altogether conliftent 
with the Conftitution of a free Country ; and therefore, I 
hope this Houfe will never think of adding to that Power, 
which there may be fome Ground to fufpe6l is already too 
far extended. 

* The Laws of Excife have always been look'd upon as 
moft grievous to the Subjeft : All thofe already fubjedled to 
fuch Laws, are, in my Opinion, fo far deprived of their 
Liberty ; and fmce by l\v\s ^Owtmt, ^ ^t^x x^ajK^ taore of 
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his Majcfly's feithful Subjcas are to be fabjeaed lo tKofe 
arbitrary Laws^ let the Advantages accrsiing to the Publick 
from it be never fo great or fo many, they will be par- 
chafed at too de?ir a Rate, if they are ptirchafed at the Er- 
pence of the Liberty of the meanell of his Majelly's Subjefb ; 
for even the meandl Man in the Nation has as natural and 
as good a Right to his Liberty, as the greateft Man in this 
or in any other Kingdom, 

* Let us but take a View of the neighbouring Nations 
In Europe, they were all once free ; the People of every one 
of them had once as many Liberties and Privileges to boalt 
of as we have now ; but at prefent they are mofl of them 
reduced to a State of Slavery, they h^rve no Liberty, no 
Property or Law, nor any Thing they can depend on. Let 
us ejcamine their Hi^oiies^ let us inquire into the Methods 
by which they are deprived of their Liberties, and we ftiall 
find a very near Rcfemblance between thofe Methods and 
the Scheme now propofed to us. Almoil in every Country 
in the World, the Liberties of the People have been de- 
ftroy^d, under Pretence of prefer ving or of refcoing the 
People from fome great Evil, to which it was pretended they 
were expofed: This is the very Cafe now before us, in order 
to enable the Crown to prevent fome little Frauds, pretended 
to have been committed in the ancient Method of collefting 
the publick Revenbe, it is propofed to us to put fuch a 
Power in the Hands of the Crown, as may enable fome fu- 
ture Prince to cnikve the whole Nation, This is really th« 
Light in which this Scheme appears to me ; but to the ho- 
nourable Gentleman who propofed it to us, I am perfuadecJ 
it appears in a quite diiFerent Light, otherwife I am certain 
lie would never have propofed it to this Committee. How- 
ever, fince the Generality of die Nation have already Jhewn 
a great Diflike to it ; I therefore hope the honourable Gen- 
tleman may be prevailed on to delay it 'till another Seflion 
of Piirliament ; in fuch a Delay there can be no Danger, 
there can be do great Lofs to the PubHck i more efpcdally 
fince the Money, to be thereby raifed, is not fo much as 
propofed to be applied to the current Service of the prefent 
Ytai : If it be delayed till another SeiTion of Parliament, 
Gentlemen will then have Time to confidcr it fully » and to 
confute with their Conflituents about it ; by that Time it 
may poffibly appear in a quite different Light both to me 
and to many other Gentlemen, without Do<?rs a$ well as 
within i and then, if upon Examination it appears ta be as 
good a Thing as fome Gentlemen now feem to bdlcvej it 
will, without Doubt, be approved of by the Gencnlity of 
thofe without, a» well as by the MajorUy of thofe withm, 
Vou IL T t '%i\ 
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Gentkmeti, who have now to good an 
Opinion of the ScJieme, will not think of thrufting it down 
People's Throats, when they fee that the GtncrBlhy of the 
Nation have an Opinion of it quite difierent fronn what they 
have I fiich a Refulution, fuch an Attempt might produce 
Confequences which I tremble to think of: and this is ano- 
ther Motive which k of great Weight with me ; 1 have the 
Honour to know his Majefty, hh Royal Perlon I have for- 
merly had the Honour to approach, and I know him to be 
a Prince of fo much Goodncfs, that were this Scheme re- 
prefented in this Light to him, he never would approve of 
it ; to him it will always be a fufficient Reafon agamll any 
Propfition, that the Generality of his People have Ihewn 
their Diflike to it : I love his Majefty, I have a fincere and 
a dutiful Refpcft for him and all his Royal Family ; and 
therefore 1 fhalt always be afraid of any Thing that may 
alienate the Affections of many of liis MiijeAy*s feithful Sub- 
jeda, which I believe would be the certain Confequence of 
the pre Cent Eltabliftmient of this Scheme ; for which Reafons, 
if the Queltion be now pufhed, I ihall moil heartily give 
my Negative to it/ 

Then Sir Philip Yorkc * fpoke as follows ; 

Sir, 
* After the honourable Gentleman near me had openM to 
the Committee, in a Manner fo full and fo clear, a Scheme 
which had met with fo unfair and fo ungenerous a Treat- 
ment, before thofe who treated it (o could know any Thing 
about it, I little expefled that the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke !all, or any Gentleman in this Committee, could 
be fo far deceived, as to have taken it in the Light they do> 
In my Opinion, the Debate is now put upon a Footing very 
different from what it ought to be; What can the A£fair 
now before us have lo do with our Conilitution ? There is 
nothing, there can be nothing fuppofed to be in the Propo- 
ficion made by my honourable Friend, that can in the leaft 
tend towards incroaching on our Conftitution, or towards 
affe^ing the L iberty o f th e Subj e^ . The on ly Con fideratioa 
at present before us is, Whether we (hall allow thofe grofs 
Fiauds and Abufes, formerly committed in the Tobacco- 
Trade, to be iMll carry ""d on with Impunity, or accept of a 
Remedy which, by effe^tially preventing thefe Frauds for 
the future, will confiderably improve the publick Revenue, 
will be of great Advantage to the fair IVader, and of fingii- 
lar Uk and Benefit to the whole Nation ? 

' TUji 

• Then Attmisy Geiteral i i^h^'nnttl L^i CVfi^ ^4ltt v^ «h Ki^ 
Jtiwfrl andct€itUi 9 Jtmy tl:ektwrl*iri ^Soijlflrtf.Vi'iv 



t 331 ) 

' Thh h l!i€ plain Quellion now before us, and if kht 

confider'd in its proper Light, without confounding it with 

I other Matters with which it has no Manner of Relation, I 

\ am fure it cannot admit of any Debate, The honourable 

\ Gentlenian, in opening this AfFair to us, made it fo manifeit 

I that there have been great Frauds committed hi that Branch 

I of Trade j and that the preventing of thofe Frauds would 

I be a great Improvement to the publick Revenue^ that What 

•Jie advanced on that Head has not been oppofed or contra- 

didled : And this Houfe has been upon all Occafions fo veiy 

careful of the publick Revenues, and has been always fii 

ready to agree to any Meafurcs for preventing Abnfes in the 

colleding of them, that I cannot help thinking that the 

J Diflike, which appears againft the Remedy now propofed, 

murt proceed from fome other Motives than Gentlemen arc 

IvilUng to own. 

It is certain, that by the Frauds and Abufes that are 
I committed in this Branch of the Revenue, not only the Pub- 
I lick is cheated of what is due to them, but like wife every 
Iprivate Confumer is moJl: grofiy impofed on, for he pays 
[the fame Price as if the Duties had actually been paid to 
[the Publick : He pays a high Price for what he conft:meSj 
I but then he has this for his Comfort, that he thinks a great 
l3*art of that high Price goes towards the publick Good of 
[liis Country ; but in all fraudulent Trade he is impofed on, 
[the high Price he pays, goes every Farthing of it into the 
Pocket of the fraudulent Dealer. This then being plainly 
i the Cafe, I fhould think that the Gentlemen, who op- 
Ipofe this Scheme, ought to endea^'our to ihews u% that no 
Piuch Frauds, as are pretended, have been committed ; or that 
they are fo inconfiderable that they are not worth minding 1 
or that what is propofed would be no Sort of Remedy for 
Ihem ; But upon the prefent Queftion, to talk of our Conili- 

Itution feems really to me to be a Sort of Infinuation, as if 
Frauds in the colleding of the publick Revenue were be- 
come a Part of our ConHitutiun ; and that whoever attempts 
to remedy them, muft attempt fomething againft our ConlH- 
tutionr And as to the Liberty of the Subject, it is not 
poinble for me to find out any Liberty that can be Uruck at 
by the Scheme now before us, but the Liberty of Smug- 
gling ; for as to National Liberty, as to that Liberty wJilch 
has always been, and I hope always will be the Glory 
uf the People of thefe Kingdoms, it is certain that our 
publick Revenues are its greatefl Security 1 How then 
can that Scheme be faid to tend towards the deftroying of 
liberty, which fo evidently tends towards the Improvement 
gi that upon which our liberty mamfelUy depends I 

T t 2 • Ai 
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* A3 to the raiiiiig Clamours and DifaffefUou among Kis 
Majefty's faithful Subjects , tKere can be no Reafon for appre- 
hending any fach Thmg from the Scheme now propofed to 
us ; whatever Clamours, may have been imjulUy raifed by 
ill'deiigning Men againft the Scheme before it was knows, 
will certainly all vaniih as foon as it comes to be publickly 
known that there never was any Thing mtended by the 
Scheme, but only to enable the Publick to receive thofe Da- 
ties they are already by Law intitled to ; and to prevent the 
iair Trader's being undone by Rogues and Smugglers : So 
that one ftrong Argumeot with me for agree iiig to the Scheme 
is, that by carrying it into Exeqution, and thereby ihewing 
to every Man what it really is, thofe ill-grounded Clamours, 
which have been raifed by the Enemies of the Government^ 
may be aUayM ; and may be made appear to be at lall as 
groundlefs as they were at firft malicious. B^fides, a^ one of 
the chief Things intended by this Scheme, is the Relief of 
the Landed Intercft, it mull contribute towards ellablilhing 
his Majeily and his Government in the Hearts and Affedions 
©f all the Landed Gentlemen in England, when they fee 
them&Ives fo confiderably relieved u to a Tax, which they 
Jiave been charged with for a great many Years j and that 
without loading them, or any of their Fellow- Subjeas, witk 
stny new Tax whatever, or obliging one honeft Man in the 
Kingdom to contribute a Farthing to the publick Charge 
inore Chan he did before : This muft fecure to his Majelty 
the AffedTrions of all honeil Men, and it will gready improve 
our Character among our Foreign Neighbous ; for when they 
fee that the Guvemmenc may be fupported in Times of 
!^eace, without the Affiiknce of that Impofition which Is 
yearly raifed upon the landholders of Great-Britain, they 
Will be careful of giving us any Biftmbance or Offence ; they 
will all fee that we have a Fund in Refervc^ r^dy at all 
Times, and fufficicnt for fupporting a moli heavy and cxpai- 
live Wan 

* As to the Severity of the Laws of Excife, I am fiirpriaiM 
to hear Gendcmen talk fo much of it as they do. They 
talk of thofe Laws as if there were fomething in them rooft 
iingularly fevere, when it is well known that the Laws of the 
Cultoms are in many Cafes as ieverc as thofe of the Excife^ 
and the Powers granted by the former are, in moil Cafes, as 
cxtenfive as thofe granted by the latter ; An Officer of the 
Cufioms has, in many Cafes, a Power of entering the HouJe 
ef any Siibjeft in Britain ; this is a Power that is abfolutdy 
necefliiry to be given, and will always be neceflary as long 
as we have any Duties to be levy'd i it i$ a Power they have 
had for many Years* and yet it never has been, I hope it 
never will be abufcd i if ever it Ihould, the Parliament 
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iroaldy wJdiMt Doubt, feverely chaAife thM O^ccr that 
} Commuted fuch an Abufe, or thofe Comnii^Iioners wbo dared 
encourage him in the committing of any fucJi A bole. 
[ In thii cherefbre the I^ws of the Excife are no more fevere 
I than the Laws of the Caitoms, and in molt other Cafes we 

hall find them pretty much the fiune with refpe<St to Scveri- 

|ty J for which Reafon I could not but be furprifcd to hear 

|liie honoamble Gentleman, who fpoke lall, %, * That he 

thought all thofe who were fubjeft to the Laws of Excife 

' were do WD right Slaves, and were entirely deprived of their 
f* Liberty :* 1 believe that moll of thofe People, who are fub- 
fjtft to the Laws uf Excife. look upon themfelves to be as 

free, and enjoy as mud^ Liberty, as any other of his Maje- 

fty's Subje^ 

Oiie of the great Complaints againft this Scheme is, I 
I ind, that it will greatly increafe the Number of Excife- 

OScers ; a new Army of Excife men, it is faid, muft be 
I iftifed for the Execution of this Scheme, and this may be of 
I liangerous Confequence lo our Liberties : But how little 

Weight there is in this Argument, I leave to every G«itle- 
I man to >udge ; the whole Number proposed lo be added is 
I tot above 1 26 Officers ; and grmting that there were to be 

1 ^Q, is this Nation to be enfl:ived by i ^o little Excifemen ? 
I In this there is really fomeUiing (o ridiculous, that I a Jk ^ 

Sioii afhamM to mention it. 

* AnotherObje^lion is, * That thereby a great many People 

* will bcfubjeikd to be try*d by the Commiffioners of Excife^ 

* or by CommiHiQners of Appeal, who are entirely dependent 
1 * on the Crown, and removeabic at Fieafuie f But this Ob- 
^ jeflion is, I think, entirely removed, by making the Appeal 

lo three judges in WeHminiler-Halli who are all Judges for 

I Life^ and a^ consequently entirely hidependent on tfie 

Crown, To this the Gentlemen anfwer, ' 7^hat, even before 

* thofe Judges, the Subject is not to be try^d by a Jury^' md 
ihis is loudly complained of, as if the fubjc^ng of Engliih- 

\ mm to any Trial but that by a Jury, were a great Innova- 
tion, and a dangerous Encro.achjnent upon our Conftitution. 
I own that by the Groit Charter, by one of the Fundamen- 
tal Articles of our Conftitution, every EngUlhman is to be 
tjy'd by his Peers j but has not the Wifdom of the Nadon 
found it neccflary to admit of many Exceptions to this gone- 
lal Rule i we have feveral of our moil eminent Courts, 
whieh are in every Method of their Proceeding an Exceptioa 
to this Rule i in the Court of Chancery we have no Triala 
by Jurici ; in the High Court of Admiralty we have na 
Trials by juries ; and in many particular Cafes it is ordered, 
that the Afeir ihall be tiy d in the moft fummary Way with- 
out any jury ; hx all theie Cafea the WMom af the Nation 
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found It neceflaiy to depart from the general Rule eilablifhed 
by the Great CKirtcr, and therefore they altered the Method 
of Trial J Why (hodd not the Legifl.it ure now do the fame? 
Is not their Power the fame i And if they fee good Reafon 
for it in the pre fen t Cafe ought not they to do it ? What- 
o^er 13 done by the Wifdom of Parliament becomes a Pajrt 
of our CoTiJlitution ; and whatever new Method of Trial h 
thereby in t rod uced^ becomes from thenceforth as much a 
Part of our Conflitution as ever the old one was. 

' Now, if ever there was a Reafon in any Cafe for al- 
tering the ancient Method of Trial by jury, I am fare thcrt 
is a very ftrong Reafon for altering it with regard to Trials 
concerning the Revenue : Every Getitleman, who has been 
the lead converfant in the Courts of Wefbniniler-Hall, wdl! 
knowB the Partiality of Juries in Favour of thofe, who arc 
fued by the Crown for any Frauds in the pabHck Revenue ; 
J could give many Infhnces of it» but I (hall merjtiori only 
one. iHere heipifm-m'd the Hgu/s sf tire Cafi.} The De- 
fendant in this Cafe was one of the moll famous and the 
moil notorious Smugglers in the whole Country, he had 
often been tryM for fucH Praftices, and though he had al- 
ways before efcaped, yet it was thought impoifible he flionld 
then get off; I had then the Honour to ferve the Crown. 
and fo muft very well remember the Trial ; the Evidence 
againft him was fo very full and dear, that I briJeve there was 
not a Man in the Court, except thofe on the Jury, who 
were not fully convinced of the Truth of the Evidence given 
againft him i he was, according to the Opinion of every 
other Man prefent, fully convifted of what he was accufed 
of; yet the Gentlemen of the Jury thought lit to bring m 
a Verdld in his Favour : So that really the Crown can nevci 
pretend to prevent Smuggling or unfair Trading, as long as 
the Trials are to be for the mod Part by Juries ; and where 
it becomes neceffaiy to alter the Method of Trial, the altering 
it in that new Cafe can no more be faid to be an Innovadon 
or an Incroachmcnt on our Conflitution^ than the altering 
of it formerly in another Cafe was. 

* In Ihort, I have as great a Value for the Liberty of 
my Fellow-Subjc^s as any Gentleman in this Houfe ; I Ihall 
always be ready to appear for the Liberties of my Country, 
whenever I fee them in any Manner attacked : But as Li- 
berty does not at all enter into the pre fen t Queftion, It is 
needlefs to make any Declarations about it, or to have i| 
any wife under our Con ftde ration ; and therefore I Ihall be 
very ready to give my Aflent to the Motion made by the 
honourable Gentleman near me/ 

Sir Philip Yorke having done fpeaking. Sir Paul Mcchueft 
flood up agaiu and Cpoke aa i<iiism% \ 
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Sir, 

* I rife up only to explain rayfelf as to one Particular, 
In which the honourable and karned Gentleman over the 
Way, for whom I have a very great Refpe^, feems to have 
jniibken me^ or rather ha;| mifreprefented what I faid ; for 
I did not Jay, that thofc who arc now fubjed to the Lawi 
, of Excifc are downright Slaves^ or that they are totally 
deprived of their Liberty : I (ho ii Id be forry if any fucli 
Thing coulc^ be faid of any Man, that has the leail Pretence 
to call himfelfa Subje£t of Great Brit.'iin j but I faid that 
thofe, who are fTabje£led to the laws of E^icife, arc, fo far 
as they arc fubjeded ro fuch Laws, dcprivM gf their Li- 
berty : They are deprived of a Pare of their Liberty, and 
therefore cannot be faid to be as free as any other of his 
Majefty's Subje^, Thjs is ftill my Opinion^ and if thofe, 
who are fo unfortunate as to be fubjed to the Laws of Ex- 
cife, were to be asked the Qaeftiou, Whether they think 
themfclvcs as free in all Cafes^ as thofe who are fubjeft to 
' ao fuch Laws ? I believe there is not one of them but would 
[ranfwer, No,^ 

Sir John Barnard fpoke next : 

Sir, 

' I find that the honourable Gentleman who opened this 

■ Scheme to the Committee, [Sir Rahert J4^ai^k.\ and the 

[learned Gentleman who fpoke fince, [Sir Phiitp Turkey 

make great Complaints of hmt People's having groily and 

malicioufly mifreprefcnted their Scheme, before thofe maE- 

1 clous Perfons knew what it was. For my Part, I happen to 

i be of a very different Way of thinking ; for tho' I am for 

I from thinking that the Scheme, as now open'd to us^ is the 

[very lame with what it was when Jiril formed ; yet, even as 

lit is now opened, it is fuch a Scheme, in my Opinion, as 

Quot, even by Malice itfelf, be reprefented to be worfc 

fttan it really is. Now that 1 know it i now that I fee what 

fit is, it appears to me to be a 5che^je timt will be attended 

i with aU thofe bad Confequences, that ever were apprehended 

from it before it was known i and I plainly forefee, that 

it will produce none of thofe good Effects, which Gendemeii 

have been pleafed to entertain us with the Hopes of: They 

have, indeed, gilded the Pill a iitilc, but the Compoiitioii 

within is IHll the fame ; and if the People of England be 

obliged to fwallow it, they will find it as bitter a PiU as 

vcr was fwallow'd by them fince they were a People, 

The learned Gentleman was pleaJed to fay that he waft 
of Opinion, that the Oppofitbn to this wicked Scheme, ^ 
fo I maH call it, proceeded from other Motives than Gentle- 
men are willing to own. I do not know what Motives he 
B^can mean : But I am perfuad«d« that tUoCo. Geuxkm^t^ ^V<:i 
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propofe this Scheme, have fame fecret Views^ which it would 
neither be convenient or fafe for them to own in this Place i 
Jbr 35 to any Rcafons or Views, which may be openly avowed 
for the propofmg of this Scheme, I know of none, hut that 
0f peventing the Frauds that may be committed in that 
Braiidi of the R eve due no\v under oar Coniideration : And 
that it will not anfwer that Purpofe, hai been made plainly 
appear by my worthy Brorher near me ; [ Mr Perry ] 
byt granting that this Scheme ftiould anfwcr (iich a Purpofe, 
if the Laws now in bebg, duly executed, are fuiiclent to 
atifwer tliat Pujpofej what Nct^ly is there for apply ii^ 
this new, this defperate Reme<Jy^ a Remedy which is cer* 
fainjy much^ woife than the Difeaie I But belbre I proceed 
any farther, I iliaU deiire that the Commiilioaers of the 
Caroms, who are attending at the Door, may be called 
iaw^ 

The CommilBoners were accordingly called in^ and beuij 
afked by Sir John Barnard, What they thought the Vgli 
of the Frauds committed in the Tobacco-Tmde might 
amount to one Vear with another ? Their Anfwer was. That 
they had never made any Computation : But one of tbent 
faid. That by a Computation he had made only to fatisfy 
his own private Curiofity, he beb'eved the Frauds come ta ■ 
their Kaowledge, might amount to 30 or 40,000 1, pe^ I 
Jnnumy one Year witJi another* Then Sir John Barnard 
aficM them. Whether it was their Opinion, that if the Of- 
ficers of the Cuftoms performed their Duty diligently an4 
faithfully, it would not cfFc£lually prevent all, or mofl of tho 
Frauds that could be committed in the Tobacco-Trade ? T^ 
which they anfwer^d. That k was their Opinion it would. 
Then he alk'd theni farther, Whether it was their Opinion^ 
that if the Commiffioners of the Cultoms had the fame 
Power over their Oftcers, as the Comml^loners of the Ex-^ 
€l{^ have over theirs, it would not contribute a great d«al 
towards making them more faithful in the Difcharge of 
their Duty than they now are ? To this their Anfwer was^ 
That they believed it would. After this, the CommlP;' 
Aoners being withdrawn. Sir John Bernard proceeded thus : " 

Sir, 
■ I now leave It to every Gentleman in this Hotifii tff 
confider^ what real Pretence can be form/*d for introducing 
fuch a dangeroiis Scheme, as what has been propofed to ^m : 
The only Pretence I have yet heard made ufc of is, the 
preventing of Frauds, by which, fay they, the fair Trader 
wiil be encouraged, and the Revenue encreaied : But now 
ywQ foe, iliat it is like Q^mkjn^ e\ en of the CommiiEoncrs of 
ikm Cuiomty thut, by a d^i^^'^'aciti^ ^ \jk?«% ngm m 
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Being, aU or moft of thofe Frauds may be effeflually prevent- Anno e.^Ceo. u. 
ed ; and I am fure, if they can be prevented by the Laws in 
Being, the preventing of them by that Method wijl contribute 
much more to the Increafe of the publick Revenue, anc) to 
the Encouragement of the fair Trader, than the preventin|gj 
of them by Means of the dangerous Scheme now prppofed to 
us. I now leave it to the whole World to judge, who arc 
they that have fecret Motives which they are not willing tQ 
own ; which they dare not own ; Whether it be thofe who 
are the Propofers and Promoters of this Scheme, or thofe who 
are the Oppofers of it ? 

* The learned Gentleman feemed to be furprifed how oq; 
ConHitution, or the Liberties of our Countnr cam^ to be 
brought in to the prefent Debate : He faid, * He thouglxt thejr 

* had no Manner of Concern in the pre&nt Queilion/ I an^ 
forry to differ from a Gentleman who, by his PrpfcflioD^ 
ought, who certainly does underltand the Nature of our Cba- 
iUtution, as well as any Man in England ; but I am of Opi- 
nion, that the Conftitution of our Government, and the Li- 
berty of the Subjed, was never more nearly or more immedi- 
ately concerned in any Quefiion, thaji tbey are in the prefenli 
they are both fo deeply concerned, that their Prefervation or 
their total Overthrow depends entirely upon the Succefs of 
the Scheme now under Confideration : If the Scheme fuc* 
ceeds, they muil tumble of courfe $ if the Scheme is defeat- 
ed, they may be preferved : I hope th^ will be preferved 
^tillTime ihall be no more. But I muft fay, that the learned 
Gentleman, and every Gentleman who appears as an A4» 
vocate for the Scheme now propofed to us, is much in th0 
Right to keep, if they can, the Conftitution and the liber- 
ti^s of their Country out of the Debate ; it is from thence 
that the principal Arguments are to be formed againU their 
Scheme ; it is from thence that fuch Aiguments may be foim'd 
againft it, as muft appear unanfwerable to every Man who 
has a Regard for either. 

• The Gentleman tells us, * That there are but 1 20, or 
' 1 50 Excife-Officers, befides Warehoufe-Keepers, to be ad- 

* ded by the Scheme now before us ; * and thb additional 
Number ttiey feem to make a Ridicule of ; but confidering 
the Swarms of Tax-Gatherers we have already ellablifh'<t 
this fmall Number, as they call it, is no trivial Matter ; 
and I would be glad to know from thofe Gentlemen, what 
they call Warehoufe-Keepers, and wbat Number of the^n 
may be neceflary ? I hope they will allow, Aat a Warehoufc- 
Keeper appointed by theTreafuryyand paidby the Treafury, 
is an Officer of the Revenue, as much as any other Officer 
whatfoever ; and if the Number that there muft be of thefb 
be added to the other. I bdieve we may find d^tht Num- 
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Annfrfi. Geo. n. bcf of Rcvcnuc- Officers to be added by this Scheme muft be 
J ^'li' 1 very confiderable. 

* As for the new Method of Appeal propofed, I can fee 
no Advantage that it will be of to any unfortunate Man that 
may have Occafion for it : In all Cafes^ the Charge and 
Trouble of attending muft be very great, and the Event very 
precarious ; but in moft Cafes, where poor Retailers may 
have Occafion to be concerned, the Charge and Trouble of 
Attendance muft be greater than the Subjedl can bear, fo 
that all fuch People muft fuccumb ; they muft fubmit to the 
Determination of the Commiffioners of the Excife, and can 
exped): no other Redrefs, but what they meet with from the 
Mercy of thofe Commiffioners. The Judges of Wettminfter- 
Hall are, 'tis true, for Life, but they are all named by the 
Crown ; I ftiall fay nothing of the prefent Judges, who fo 
worthily fill the feveral Benches of Weftminfter-Hall ; but if 
they fhould die, and if the Crown fhould be refolved to ufe 
that Power, which the Parliament had put into their Hands, 
in order to opprefs the Subjedl, they will always find Jud- 
ges fit for their Purpofe : Judges are but Men, they are 
fubjefl to the fame Frailties that other Men are, and 
the Crown has always Plenty of Baits wherewithal to 
tempt them. A Judge may be made a Lord Chief Juftice, 
a Lord Chief Juftice may be made a Lord Chancellor, and 
every one may have a Son, a Brother, or a Coufin to be 
provided for j and the Crown has many other Ways, by which 
they may win over a Judge to adminifter Juftice according 
*to the Dire£lions he fhall receive from Court ; more efpeci- 
ally when he is to adminifter Juftice in a fummary Way, 
and without the ufual Forms of Proceeding in Courts of Law 
and Equity. For by this new Method of Appeal, which has 
been fo much bragg'd of. Care has been taken that the Sub- 
jedl ftiall not be reftored to his ancient Birth-Right, that is, 
to a Trial by Jury : No, this I find is moft careftilly avoided, 
and yet I think it muft be allowed, that it is the inherent 
Right of every Engliftiman to be tried by his Peers ; I am 
not fo much acquainted with Law, as to give an Account of 
the feveral Cafes in which this Method of Trial has beea 
fet afide, or the Rcafons for fo doing ; but I will venture to 
fay, that wherever that Method has been fet afide, whe- 
ther the fame was done by the Wifdom of the Nation or 
otherwife, fuch an Alteration was an Innovation, and was a 
dangerous Encroachment upon the original Charter of cor 
ConSitution. 

* As to the pretended Partiality of Juries, fo much com- 
plained of by the learned Gentleman, it is of no Weight 
with me ; I cannot fee how that honourable Gentleman, or 
■wny Gendcman, caaiji^xwA xoVasa^w 'vbaiReafons a Juiy 
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may hare ifor giving their Verdift: No Gentleman has a Right Anno^e. Geo. u. 
to be believM upon his fingle Say-fo, againil a Verdift given ^,.r— ^— _i 
by twelve Hbneii Men upon Oath. If there have been fo 
many Verdidb given againft the Crown, as that learned Gen- 
tleman feems to infmuate, it is* to me a flrong Proof that 
Profecutions have beeix fet on Foot againft the Subject, upon 
the Evidence of Witnefles, whofe Credibility or Veracity 
have not been very much to be depended on ; which is fo far 
from being an Argument for altering the Method of Trial 
by Jury, that it is a very flrong Argument for the Continu- 
ance of that Method in all Time to come. But as it is now 
very late, and as I fhall probably have another Opportunity 
of giving my Sentiments more fully upon the Affair now be- 
fore us, I ihall trouble you no farther at prefent, but only 
to declare, that now, after hearing this Scheme opened to 
us, I diflike it as much as ever I did any Reprefentation of 
it that ever I heard of, and therefore fhaU give my Negative 
to the Queftion proposed."* 

Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpokc as follows : sir j. jckyH, 

Sir, 

' As the Affair, which is at prefeijt the Subjeft of our 
Confideration, has been much talk'd of, and varioufly repre- 
fented without Doors ; and as it has been for fome Months 
the Subject of Conversation amongfl People of all Ranks and 
Qualities, I was fully refolved to fufpend my Judgment in 
delation to it, ^till I fhould hear it fully opened and laid be- 
fore this Houfe. There were, indeed, fuch Clamours raifed 
ivithout Doors, and it was reprefented in fo many hideous 
Shapes, that I cannot fay but I came this Morning to the 
Houfe, if prejudiced, rather againft, than in Favour of any 
fuch Projefl ; but flill I came, as I always do, altogether 
undetermined, and refolved fo to remain, 'till I was fully 
inform'd by other Gentlemen, in the Courfe of the Debate, 
of all thofe Fafts which ought to be known, before any 
Determination can be made in an Affair of fo great Impor- 
tance. 

* I had before heard, that by this Scheme the Landed 
Gentlemen were to be eafed of a Part of the Land-Tax ; that 
the publick Revenue was to be greatly improved ; and that 
our Planters in America, and our fair Traders at home were 
to be greatly encouraged : But all thefe Confiderations would 
have had no Weight with me, if I had found that fo many 
of my Fellow-Subjedls were thereby to have been fubjedled ' 

to the grievous Laws of Excife, without any Alleviation or 
Alteration. I muft own, that the Severity of the Laws of 
Excife has been long juflly complained of, but at the fame 
Time I mnft fay, that the many Frauds committed in that 
Sranch of the publick Revenue now under our Confideration 
U u 2 w« 
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Anno 6. Geo. u. are mofl heavy and grievous, and what I cannot think of 
l ^ ^^ 'Zj^ll' ^ J feeing the Nation fuffer any longer under, without applying 
fome proper Remedy ; and fince by the Proportion now 
made to us, there is not only an eiFeftual Remedy provided 
againfl all thofe Frauds, but'likewife a Method propofed, by 
which the Edge of the Laws of Excife is to be blunted, and 
ihsLt Severity taken quite off, which hitherto afforded juft 
Ground of Complaint, therefore I cannot hefitate one Mo- 
ment as to giving my Aifeht to what is now propofed. 

* This Coniideration is of the greater Weight with me, 
and muil be fp with every honeH Man, that by what is now 
propofed, the Laws of Excife are to be redify'd, not only 
in the Cafe now before us, but in every other Cafe ; the 
whole Body of thofe Laws are to be reform'd and reftify'd 
in fuch a Manner, as to remove the greateft Objedion, with 
me indeed the only Obje6lioi> that could ever be made againil 
the Extenfion of them ; and if this Propofition be now re- 
jeded, it is not eafy to know when we ihall, or if we (hall 
ever have fuch an Opportunity of reforming thofe Laws, 
which have been fo long thought fo grievous. With me 
it hath always been a Principle, to hearken to any reafonable 
Scheme for fuppreffing of thofe Frauds which are committed 
againA the Publick ; I look upon the Perfons guilty q€ fuch 
Frauds as the greateft Criminals, and if they have any Cha- 
rafter, if they obferve any Decency in private Life, I take 
it to be only becaufe they have no Opportuni^ to do other- 
wife ; for that Man muft have a very whimiical Confcience, 
who cheats the Publick, and yet would fcruple to cheat a 
private Man if he had the fame Opportunity. 

* Whatever Refolutions we may come to in this Com- 
mittee, there will probably be a Bill or Bills order'd to be 
brought in purfuant to them ; and if in the Courfe of the 
Debate, any real Difficulties be ftarted, if any reafonable 
Objedtions be made, without Doubt all proper Ckre will 
be taken in the framing fuch Bill or Bills, to obviate all 

' thofe Difficulties and Objeftions : This I make no Manner 

of Doubt of, and therefore I can find no Difficulty in giving 
my Aifent to the Queftion propofed.' 
Mr. Heathcote. After Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Heathcote ftood up and faid : 
Sir, 

* Other Gentlemen have already fully explained and fct 
forth the great Inconveniencies, which muft be brought on 
the Trade of this Nation, by the Scheme now propofed to 
us ; thofe have been made very apparent, and from them 
arifes a very ftrong Objedlion againft what is now propofed : 
But the greateft Objeftion arifes from the Danger to which 
this Scheme will moft certainly expofe the Liberties of our 
Qountry ; thofe labetuts, ioi ^mV^^ ^^ ^oeftors have fo 



C 34t ) 

often ventured their Lives and Fortunes; thofe liberties Aiiiie6.Geo.iL 
which have coft this Nation fo much Blood and Trcafure, | '^'-'^ 
feem ah-eady to be greatly retrenched : I am forry to fay 
it, but what is now in Difpute feems to me to be the hjfc 
Branch of Liberty we have to contend for ; we have skeadf 
cftablifli'd a Standing Army, and have made it in a Manner 
a Part of our Conilitution ; we have ah«ady fubjedied great 
Numbers of the People of this Nation tqf the arbitrary 
Laws of Excife, and this Scheme is fo wide a Step towards 
fubje^ing ail the reft of the People of England to thofe ar- 
bitrary Laws, that it will be impoffible for us to recover or 
to prevent the fatal Confequences of fuch a Scheme. 

* We are told that his Majefty is a good and a wife 
Prince, we all believe him to be fo ; but I hope no Man will 
pretend to draw any Argument from thence for oiir furren- 
dering thofe Liberties and Privileges, which have been hand^ 
ed down to us by our Anceftors : We have, indeed, nothing 
to fear from his prefent Majefty ; he never will make a bad 
Ufe of that Power which we have put into his Hands ; but 
if we once grant to the Crown too great an Extent of Power, 
we cannot recall that Grant when we have a Mind ; and tho* 
his Majefty (hould never make a bad Ufe of it, fome of his 
Succeffors may : The being govem'd by a wife and a good 
King, does not make the People a fi-ee People ; the Romans 
were as great Slaves under the few good Emperors they had 
to reign over them, as they were under the moft cruel of 
their Tyrants : After the People have once given up their 
Liberties, their Governors have all the fame Power of op- 
preffing them, tho* they may not perhaps all make the (ame 
wicked Ufe of the Power lodg'd in their Hands ; but a Slave, 
that has the good Fortune to meet with a good natur'd and 
a humane Mafter, is no lefs a Slave than he that meets with 
a cruel and barbarous one. Our Liberties are too valuable, 
and have been purchafed at too high a Price, to be fported 
with, or wantonly given up, even to the bcft of Kings : We 
have before now had fome good, fome wife and gracious 
Sovereigns to reign over us, but we find that under them- 
our Anceftors were as jealous of their Liberties, as they were 
under the worft of our Kings : It is to be hoped that we 
have ftill the fame Value for our Liberties ; if we have, we 
certainly will ufe all peaceable Methods to preferve and 
fecure them ; and if fuch Methods fhould prove ineffectual, 
I hope there is no Englifhman but has Spirit enough to ufe 
thofe Methods for the Prefervation of our Liberties, which 
were ufed by our Anceftors for the Defence of theirs, and 
for tranfinitting them down to us in that glorious Conditioki 
in which we found them. There are fome ftill alive, who^ 
bravely ventured their Lives and Fortunes in Defence of the 
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Liberties of their Country ; there arc many whofe Pathera 
Were embark'd in the fame glorious Caufe. Let it never be 
faid, that the Sons of fuch Men wantonly gave up thofe 
Liberties for which their Fathers had rifqued fo much, and 
that for the poor Pretence of fuppreffing a few Frauds in the 
colleding of the publick Revenues, which might eafily have 
been fupprefled without entering into any fuch dangerous 
Meafures. This is all I fhall trouble you with at prefent, 
but fo much I thought was incumbent upon me to lay, in 
order that I might enter my Proteft againfl the Queilion now 
before us.' 
UrPuitency. Mr PuJteney fpoke next : 

Sir, 
* The honourable Gentleman, who openM this Affair to 
US, took up fo much of the Time of the Committee, and it 
is now fo very late, that I am almoft afraid of giving you 
any Trouble at prefent ; but I hope, coniidering the Im- 
portance of the Subje6l> that Gentlemen will excufe me, 
and will allow me to take feme Notice of what has been 
faid by the honourable Gentleman who introduced the De- 
bate, and the honourable and learned Gentleman who fpoke 
laft but one. As to the Frauds which the honourable Gen- 
tleman dwelt fo long on, and which the honourable and 
learned Gentleman was pleafed to call heavy and grievous^ 
I believe every Gentleman in the Committee is convinced 
that there are fuch Frauds, 1 believe every Gentleman will 
agree that they are moll heavy and moft grievous ; but I 
do not believe that it is of late only that the honourable 
Gentleman has come to the Knowledge of them, nor do I 
believe that the Frauds relating to Wine and Tobacco, are 
the only Frauds he has heard complained of; there is 
hardly a Gentleman in the Kingdom, but has heard of 
Frauds in aim oft every Branch of the publick Revenue ; 
even that honourable Gentleman muft have heard many 
Years ago of the Frauds committed in the Tobacco and 
Wine- Trade ; Why then was there no Remedy fooner pro- 
pofed ? How could that Gentleman fee the publick Revenue, 
for which he exprefles fuch a tender Concern, fufFer fo long 
by thofe Frauds, without propofing fome Expedient for pre- 
venting them ; The Expedient now propofed is certainly no 
fuch new or extraordinary Thing ; it might have been thought 
of, I dare fay it has often been thought of before this Time, 
but it feems it was never thought proper to* propofe it 'till 
now ; at leaft it was never 'till now thought neceflary ; and 
yet it cannot be faid, but that the Frauds both in Wine 
and Tobacco were as great formerly as they are at this 
prefent Time. 

• The 
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* The honourable Gentleman has been pleafcd to tell us. Anno 6. Gtp,iL 
that his Thoughts are entirely confined to the two Articles '73i-33- 
of Wine and Tobacco, and that nothing elfe was ever de- 
figned by him, or any of his Acquaintance, to be fubjeded 
to the Laws of Excife : Whatever his Thoughts may have 
been in Time paft, he muft excufe me if I fay, that I do 
not believe they will be fo much confined in Time to come. 
Are there not Frauds committed in every Branch of the 
publick Revenue? Will not that honourable Gentleman 
think himfelf as much bound in Duty to lay thofe Frauds 
before this Houfe, and propofe a Remedy for them, as he 
now thinks himfelf bound to expofe, and to offer a Remedy 
for preventing the Frauds in Wine and Tobacco ? And if 
the Remedy now propofed, be deemed by Parliament th« 
moft proper and efFeftual Remedy for preventing the Frauds 
in Wine and Tobacco, will not that be made ufe of as an 
Argument for applying the fame Remedy as to the Frauds 
in every other Branch of the publicly Revenue ? Will it not 
be faid. You did fo and fo in the Cafe of Wine and To- 
bacco, why Ihould you fcruple to apply the fame Remedy 
in the Cafe now before you ? So that, from the Gentleman's 
own Reafoning, from his own Way of Arguing as to the 
Cafe which he has been pleafed now to lay before us, one 
may fee a moft plain and evident Defign of a much farther 
Extention of the Laws of Excife ; one may clearly fee a 
Defign of fubjefting every Branch of the publick Revenue 
to thofe arbitrary Laws ; only the Gentleman has a Mind, 
it feems, to be a little cunning, and to do it by Piece-meal. 

* Whatever Opinion the honourable and learned Gentle- 
man may have of the Propofition made by his honourable 
Friend, it is plain it breathes nothing but the Principles of 
the moft arbitrary and moft tyrannical Governments, that 
have been efbblifh'd in Europe : The enlarging the Power 
of the Crown ; increaflng the Number of Dependents on the , 
Crown ; rendering the Happinefs of the Subjeft precarious 
and uncertain, and depending in a Manner entirely on the 
Good- Will of a Prime Minifter, or of thofe employed under 
him, are the certain Confequences of the Scheme now pro- 
pofed to us ; they are the certain Confequences of all 
Schemes for extending the Laws of Excife, and are probably 
the principal Views of all thofe who fet up fuch Projefts, 
Let Gentlemen but read the political Teftaments of Richliea 
and Louvois, thofe Legacies which were left by the Au- 
thors to their Mafter, for inftrufting him in the Principles 
of Arbitrary Government ; let Gentlemen, I fay, but read 
thofe Tefbments, and they will fee, that the Author of this 
Scheme, whoever he be, muft be very well verfed in them i 
they will fee bow well it agrees with the Principles there 
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MDQ6.Ge:iL laid down for the eftablifliing and fupporting of Arbitrary 



Power. It is for this Reafon that the Englifh Nation has 
always been fo averfe to Excife-Projeds of all Kinds ; the 
Tcry Word Exctfe has always been odious to the People of 
England. It is true, there has been an Excife eftablifhed by 
Parliament, but it was firfl given as a Purchafe for the 
Court of Wards and Liveries 5 and tho' that Court was 
moft juftly look'd on as one of our greateft Grievances, yet 
the Purchafe has always been reckoned too dear, and that 
Parliament which gave the Excife has been branded with the 
infamous Name of a Penfionary Parliament. Even the great 
King William, notwithftanding all he had done for the 
People of England, notwithflanding he was moil generally 
beloved and efteem'd by his Subjeds, yet he had like to 
have fuffer'd by a Notion's prevailing among the People, 
that fome new Excifes were to have been eUablifh'd. It 
was publickly faid, that we had got a Dutch King, and 
that therefore we were to be faddled with Dutch Excifes : 
That wife King was fo fenfible of the Danger he might be 
cxpofed to, by the Prevalence of fuch a Notion, that he 
thought it neceiTary to difavow any fuch Intention by a pub- 
lick Declaration. 

* I moft readily believe, that the honourable and learned 
Gentleman over the Way comes, at all Times to this Houfe, 
undetermined as to any Point that is to be brought before 
us ; I believe he always comes refolved to be determined by 
ivhat fhaU be oiier'd in the Courfe of the Debate ; but I 
am very much at a Lofs to find out what in the prefent 
Debate has determined him to be of the Opinion he now 
feems to be of : He has, indeed, told us, * That the Refor- 

* mation propofed as to the Laws of Excife, is what very 

* much weighs with him :' He fays, ' That the Laws of Excife 

• are to be blunted, and their Edge is to be taken off by 

• what is now propofed.' In this, I muft confefs my Short- 
£ghtednefs, I can fee no Reformation in what is propofed ; 
what I look on as mod grievous in the Laws of Excife is to 
continue the fame as before : Are not the Officers to have 
the fame oppreffive and vexatious Powers continued to them ? 
Are not the Commiffioners to have the fame difpenfing 
Power with regard to Fines and Forfeitures ? Are Trials by 
Jury to be reflored to the Subjedls ? No, all thefe Grievances 
arc to remain on the fame Footing they were before. 
The Power and Influence of the Crown, by means of the 
Laws of Excife, is flill to be as great as it was before, only 
there are by this Scheme many Thoufands more to be fub- 
jeded to it : The Method of Appeal is, indeed, to be a lit* 
tie altered, but I am afraid the Alteration will not be much 
Jbr the better ; the l^ogc^Kft vr^V^m\9di greater, and the 
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kcdrefs as precarious as ever it was before: How then are Ar.no s ceo.iu 
tlie Laws of Excifc to be blunted ? Where is this Reforma- ^ jn^-J^ 
lion fo much boalled of, and on which that honourable and 
learned Gentleman feems folely to ground his Opinion ? But 
it feems he expedls, that when this Propofition comes to the 
Length of a Bill> many fine Things are to be done, many 
more Things than we have ever yet heard of : If it fliould 
come to the Length of a Bill, which I am in great Hopes it 
never will, he may very probably iind himfelf difappointed ; 
and if that fhould be the Cafe, I doubt not but he will be 
of a different Opini(Hi. 

• Gentlemen have faid, .that there are no Complaints 
made of the Laws of Excife, or of the Oppreffions of Ex- 
cife-Officers ; but I believe there is no Gentleman in this 
Houfe, who cannot give fome Inftances, even within his 
own Knowledge, of moil cruel Oppreffions committed by 
fome of thofe Officers ; I am fure there is no Gentleman, 
who has ever adlcd in the Country as a Jullice of Peace^ 
but can give hundreds of fuch Inftances. The People have 
complained fo often, and fo long, of the Severity of thofe 
Laws, and the Vexation of thofe Officers, that they arc 
now weary of complaining : To what Purpofe fhould they' 
complain, fince they fee there has never as yet been any 
Froviiioa made for their Redrefs ? Their Complaints have 
been hitherto difregarded, even by thofe who are in fome 
Manner bound to take Notice of them. 

* The honourable Gentleman was pleafed to dwell long 
on the Generofity of the Crowh, in giving up the Fines^ 
Forfeitures, and Seizures to the Publick ; but, in my Opi- 
nion, it will be but a poor Equivalent for the many Oppref- 
fions and Exa^oDs, which the People will be expofed to by 
this Scheme. I muft fay, that the honourable Gentleman 
has himfelf been of late mighty bountiful and generous, in 
his Offers to the Publick : He has been fo gracious as to afk 
us, • Will you have a Land-Tax of two Shillings in the 

* Pound, or a Land-Tax but of one ; or will you have no 

• Land-Tax at all ? Will you have your Debts paid ? WHl 

• you have them foon paid ? Tell me but what you want, let 
' me but know how you can be made eafy, ;ind it fhall be 

* done for you.* Thefe are moft generous Offers, but there 
IS fomething fo very extraordinary, there is fomething fo 
farcical in them, that really I can hardly mention them 
without Laugiiing : It puts me in Mind of the Story of Sir 
Epicure Mammon in T&e Alcbymift ; he was gull'd out of 
his Money by fine Promifes 5 he was prpmifed the Philofo- 
phcr's Stone, by which he was to get Mountains of Gold, 
and every Thing elfe he could defire ; but all ended at laft 
ID * fome little Thing for curing the Itch." 

VoirlL ^ Xx • ^ *\^\^ 
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' I wlih the Gentlemen, who appear (a zealous for dm 
Scheme, would have fome litde Regard to their Conflitu- 
cuts. It is well known that it was the Callom among our 
Anceflorsj when any new Device was propofed, to deiire 
Time to have a Conference \i^ith their Countries : J am bat 
very little coriverfant in BooI^s of Law, however I fometimcs 
look into them ; and 1 maft beg Leave to read a Paflage Of 
two on this Subjed, from my Lord Coke. That great 
Lawyer, in the 4th Part of his Inllitutes, Page 14, fays, 
' It is alfo the Law and Cuftom of the Parliament, that 

* when any new Device is moved on the King*s Behalf, in 

* Parliament, for his Aid, or the like, the Commons may 

* anfwer, that they tendered the King's Eftate, and are ready 

* to aid the fame* only in this nevv Device they dare not 

* agree without Conference with their Countries ; whereby 

* it jippearcth, chac fuch Conference is warrantable by the 

* Law and Cullom of Parliament,^ And again, Page 34, 
he tells us, ' At the Parliament holden in the 9th of King 
" Edward III. When a Motion was made for a Subfidy of 

* a new Kind, the Commons anfwer^d, that they would 

* have Conference with thofe of their feveral Cotintries and 
' PI aces J who had put them in Truft, before they treated 

* of any fuch Matter/ If fuch a Conference was ever ne- 
ceiTary upon any Occafion, it is furely necejTary before we 
;igree to die Device now offered to us ; a Device which, in 
my Opinion, ibilces at the very Root of our Liberties j it 
U, in my way of Thinking, a downright Plan for arbitrary 
Power ; and in this I am not fingular, for there feems to be 
many Gentlemen of the fame Opinion within Doors as well 
as without I therefore I mull think that it is neceiTary, it is 
incumbent upon every Gentleman in this Houfe, at leall, to 
defire to have a Conference with his Conflituents, before he 
agrees to any fach Device : This would have been neccflary, 
if we had been entirely ignorant of the Sentiments of our 
feveral Countries ; but indeed in the prefent C^fe, fuch a 
Conference feems to be quite unneceiTary ; we already know 
the Senci merits of otir Conftituents in relation to the De- 
vice now ofFcred to us ; the whole Nation has already , in 
the moil open Manner, declared their Diflike to it i and 
therefore J hope the Gentlemen of this Committee will re- 
jefl it with that Scorn and Contempt it defer ves.' 

fifW. Wyadiam. Sir William Wyndham fpoke next ; 
Sir, 
• Though it be now very late, yet I mufl beg Leave 
to offer my Sentiments upon the Queftion now in Debate ; 
for it is a Queftion of fuch Importance, that I ihould nor 
think I difcharged tW Tivity I cw<t to my Country, without 
declaring, ia tJi« moft, 0^ m4 ^^^^ \^as^> m^i "C^Vsi 
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and Abhorrence of the Scheme which has been now opened 
to us. The Scheme, as now explained to us, has, in my 
Opinion, been no Way mifreprefented ; it is the very fame 
with what has been reprefented to us, it is the very fame 
with that which the Nation has fo openly and to generally 
declared their Diflike to ; it is fraught with all thofe Evils 
which were ever attributed to it, and mod apparently ilrikes 
at the very Fundamentals of our Conftitution. The Col- 
ledHng of any Duties by the Laws of Excife, has, in all 
Ages, and in all Countries, been looked on as the moil grie- 
vous and moft oppreffive Method of coUcfting Taxes ; and 
if one Method of raifmg an Excife can be more oppreffive 
than another, it muft be granted, that the Method now pro- 
pofed to us, of raifing this new Excife, mufl of all Methods 
be the moft oppreffive, and the mofl vexatious to the People : 
In all Countries, Excifes of every Kind are looked on as 
Badges of Slavery ; and though the Engliih Nation be now 
unfortunately fubjedled to fome of them, yet I hope they 
will never confent to any new Excifes, or to any new Ex- 
tention of the Laws of Excife, let the Pretences for fo doing 
be ever fo fpecious. 

* But in the prefcnt Cafe, let us confidcr what are the 
specious Pretences made ufe of, what are the great Advan« 
tages propofed, for perfuading us to confent to the fubjedUng 
fo many of his Majefty's faithful Subjedls to be plagued 
and harraiTed by the Officers of Excife. The Suppreffing of 
Frauds, and the Advantages that will accrue therefrom to 
the Publick and to the ^r Trader, is, by what I can find, 
the only Pretence now made ufe of; and yet thofe Frauds^ 
even aggravated as they were by the honourable Gentleman 
who propofed this Scheme to us, do amount to a meer 
Trifle ; fo that the Improvement to be made, as to the publick 
Revenue, will be but very inconfiderable, if any at all, af- 
ter deducting the additional Charges of Management, which 
th^ Publick will become liable to by the great Increafe of 
Officers : This Pretence therefore, even when fet in the 
ftrongeft Light, can be no fufficient Argument for prevailing 
on us to expofe our Conftitution to the leaft Danger, or to 
fubje^ any of our Fellow-Countrymen to great Hardftiips c 
But this Pretence is ftill more frivolous, fmce it has been 
made appear to us, that thofe Frauds are not at all fo con- 
fiderable as they have been repxtfented ; that all Sorts of 
Frauds cannot be prevented, even by the Scheme now pro- 
pofed ; and that many of thofe Frauds, that have been latdy 
committed, might be prevented by the Laws now in Beings 
if Care were taken to have proper Officers, and to maEo 
thofe Officers diligent and ^tnful. I grant, indeed, that 
the Power and Influence of the Crown will be greatly in^ 
Xxz crcifai 



( 348 ) 

Anno 6. Geo. u. crcafed and improved by this Scheme ; I muft own, that 
^* ^^ " great Numbers of the People of this Nation will thereby 
be rendered moft fubmiflive and obedient to thofe that ihall 
hereafter be employ'd by the Crown ; and if this be a Mo- 
tive for agreeing to this Scheme, I mail allow that it is a 
llrong one, I believe, indeed, that it is the only real one 
that any Gentleman can have for giving his Confent to fuch 
a Scheme ; but with me it is fo far from being a Motive for 
giving my Confent, that it is the ftrongeft Motive I. ha\'e 
for giving my Negative to the Queftion now before us^^ 
becaufe I think it abfolutely inconfiftent with our Con- 
futation. 

* 'Tis true, an Eafe to the Landed Intereil has upoii this, 
as well as upon fome other late Occafions of the like Na- 
ture, been thrown out as a Bait for fome Gentlemen : But 
I hope the Landed Gentlemen are not to be paught by fuch 
Baits ; the Hook appears (q plain, that it may be difcover'd 
by any Man of common Senfe ; however, I muft fay, that 
the Method of Arguing is unfair, the Defign is wicked ) for 
it is an Endeavour to fet the Landed Intereil in a Manner 
at War with the Trading Intereft of the Nation ; it is en- 
deavouring to deflroy that Harmony which always ought to 
fubiift among the People of the fame Nation, and which if 
once deftroy'd, would certainly end in the Ruin and Dc- 
ftruftion of the whole. But every Landed Gentleman in 
England will do well to conlider what Value their Lands 
would be of, if for the fake of a fmall and immediate Eafe 
to themfelves, they fhould be induced to opprefs and de- 
ilroy the Trade of their Country ; and whoever confiders 
tiiis, will defpife all fuch Prpjeds, and rejejl them with 
that Contempt which they deferve ; this is one Heafon for 
the Landed Gentlemen not to accept of the pretended Eafe, 
now offfer*d to them, on agreeing to the Scheme now pro- 
pofed ; but there is another flrong Reafon againfl it : This 
Houfe of Commons is moftly compofed of Gentlemen of die 
befl Families and greateft Properties, perhaps in the Nation, 
they have generally a great Family-Intereft in the feveral 
Counties, Cities and Boroughs they reprefent ; if this Scheme 
fhould take EfFedl, that Intereft will foon be deftroy'd 5 and 
furely no Man will agree to a Scheme, which muft inevi- 
tably deftroy the natural Intereft the great Families have^i 
and always ought to have, in their refpedlive Counties ; and 
transfer the whole to the Crown : If this Scheme fhould 
once be eftablifh'd, the Power and Influence of the Crown 
will be fo great in all Parts of the Nation, that no Man 
can depend upon the natural Intereft he has in his Country 
for being a Member of this Houfe ; he muft in all future 
Times for fuch a Favcxxx ue^tivd ttiurely upon the Crowh ; 
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and this, I hope, there is no Gcntleman^in this Houfe Aiino6. ceB.iL 
would chufe to fubmit to. \ 2^^\-m 

* Queen Elizabeth, that wife and gracious Princefs, go- 
vem'd herfelf by Politicks, quite diiFerent from thofe which 
feem to be at prefent in Vogue ; ftie was fo far from en- 
deavouring to divide or throw Difcord ;iniong her Subjedls, 
that Ihe wifely never gave herfelf up to any one Minifter, 
or to any one Party ; fhe always preferved a Harmony among 
all her Subjefts, and kept a friendly Correfpondence with all 
Parts and all Parties in the Kingdom ; fhe even kept up a 
vonflant Pcrfonal Correfpondence with fome of the princi- 
pal Men in every County, by which (he had always a tho- 
rough Knowledge of the feveral Sentiments, as well as Cir- 
cumllances, of all her Subje^, and moft prudently adapted 
all her Meafures to what Ihe found to be the Sentiments of 
the Generality of the Nation ; more particularly ihe took 
Care to avoid every Thing that appeared to be difagreeable 
to the People : To . this wife Policy it is owing, uiat her. 
Reign makes fuch a glorious Figure in the Englim Hiilory ; 
to this it is owing, 'that flie reign 'd with more Popularity 
than any Prince iince her Time, except her Royal SuccelTor 
jQueen Anne : Thus (he reigned, and reign'd abfolutely, but 
fo as I could vvi(h every Prince in England to do ; (he reign'd 
abfolutely over the Hearts and AlFedions of her Subjedb^ 
;jnd thereby (he had both their Perfons and their Purfes al- 
ways at Command. 

* Gentlemen aik, Why do you complain of this Scheme ? 
{fere is no new 1 ax to be impofed ; there is nothing pro- 
pofed but only a new Method of raiiing thofe Taxes whick 
are already due by the JLaw ; But I would have Gentlemea 
remember, that this Nation has once already been mor^ 
grievoufly oppre(red, by a new Method of raifing and 
collecting that Money that was before due by Law, than 
they ever were by any new Tax that was ever laid on 
them : I have already mentioned the Reign of Queen Eli- ' 
zabeth ; let us but look a little farther back, and we (hall 
find that the People were moft terribly harra(red, and the 
Nation almoft deftroy'd, by a grievous Method of colledling 
and raiimg that which was due by the Laws then in Being. 
Empfon and Dudley, thofe two noted Ways and Means-Men, 
thofe two wicked Miniflers, knowing the Avarice of their 
Mader, and the infatiable Deiire he had for Money, con- 
cluded that no Scheme would be more agreeable to him, than 
thofe which would (ill his CoiFers by draining the Purfes of 
his Subjects ; and this they did, without impofing any new 
Taxes, they laid no new or illegal Burdens on the People, 
they did it by a fevere and rigorous E}(ecution of the l^v{s 
that had before been enacted : But what was their Fate ? 

They 
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They had the Misrormnc to outlive thdr MaJler : But his 
Son* as foon as he came to the Throne, took off both their 
Heads ; and in this he did joltly^ tho* he did it again0 Law : 
They had done nothing contrary to Law s they had only put 
the Laws feverely in Execution j and what they did was in 
Obedience lo the Command of the King his Father ; yet 
that could be no Excufe for them ; their Manner of executing 
thofe Laws was fo grievous and opprdHve upon the Subje^, 
that nothing lefs than their Lives* could be admitted of as a 
fuflicient Atonement to the People ; and cercainly, that Op- 
prefiion which is committed imder the Sanflion of the Laws, 
or of the Royal Authority, mult always be di^emed the moll 
heinoufly eriminal, and ought to be the moil feverely pu- 
nilVd, 

' There never was in any Reign a Scheme or Projcdl at* 
tempted, fo much to the Dillike and DiflTatisfaflior* of the 
People in general ; the whole Nation has already fo openly 
declared their Averfion to the Scheme now offered to us, 
that I am furprized to fee it infilled on ; the very propofing 
of fuch a Scheme to the Houfe of Commons^ after fo many 
Remonllrances againil it^ I mull think moft audacious ; it is 
in a Manner flying in the Face of the whole People of Eng- 
land ; and fmce they have already declared againil it, God* 
forbid that we who are their Reprefentatives (hould declare 
for h/ 

To this Speech of Sir William Wyndham's Sir Robert 
Walpole replied as follows : 
Sir, 
' As I wa5 obliged, when I opened the Af^r now before 
you, to take up a great deal of your Time, I then imagined 
fhat lihould not have been under a Neccffity of giving you 
any farther Trouble ; but when fuch Things are thrown out. 
Things which in my Opinion arc quite foreign to the De- 
bate ; when the ancient Hiftories, not only of this, but other 
Countries, are ranfack'd for Chara<5lcrs of wicked Mmifters, 
in order to adapt them to the prefent Time5, and to draw 
Parallels between them and fome modem Charaders, to which 
they bear no other Refemblance than that they were Mini- 
ftcrs, it is impoffible for one to fit ftill : Of late Years, I have 
dealt but little in the Study of Hiilory, but I have a very good 
Prompter by mc, [meanmg Sir Philip Torki] and by his 
Means I can recollect, that the Cafe of Empfon and Dudley, 
mentioDM by the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, 
was fo very different from any Thing that can poHibly be 
prcfumed from the Scheme now before us, that I wonder how 
it was polTible to lug chem into the Debate : The Cafe as to 
them waa, that they had by Virtue of old and oblblete Laws, 
inoil imjuftly exported ^at Sums of Money from People, 

who. 
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iwha, as was pretended, had become liable to greai Pains and aub? s. r^. «, 
Penalties, by having been guilty of Breaches of thofe obfolcte 
Laws, which for many Years before had gone entirely into 
I>ifufe, I mull fay, and I hope moft of thofe that hear me 
think, that it is very unjuft and unfair to draw any ParaBd 
between the Characters of thofe two Miniilers and mine, 
hkh was, I fuppcfe, what the honourable Gentleman 
meant to do, when he brought that Piece of Hillory into 
the Debate. If I ever endeavour to raife Money from the 
People, or from any Mao whatever by opprelhve or illegal 
Means, if my Charafter IhouM ever come to be in any Re- 
fpcd like theirs, I ihall deferve their Fate ; But while J 
know myfelf to be innocent, I ftiall depend upon the Pro- 
teftion of the La.ws of my Country ; as long as they can 
proteft me I am fafe ; and if that Proteflion ihould fail, I 
sm prepared to fubmlt to the woril that can happen. I 
know that my political and minillenal Life has by fome 
Gentlemen been long wifhed at an End, but they may afk 
their own difappointed Hearts, how vain their Wishes have 
been ; and as for my natural Life, I have Uv^d long enough 
to learn lo be as cafy about parting with it, as any Man can 
well be. 

* As to thofe Clamours which have been raifed without 
Doors, and which are now fo much iJifiiled. on, it is very 
well known by whom and by what Methods they were laifed. 
and it is no difficult Matter to guefs with what Views ; but 
I am very far from taking them to be the Senfe of the Na- 
tion, or believing that the Sentiments of the Generality of 
the People were thereby cxpreCed- The moil Part of the 
People concerned in thofe Clamours did not fpeak their 
own Sentiments, they were playM by others like fo msmy 
Puppets I it was not the Puppets that fpokc, it was thofe 
behind the Curtain that playM them, and made them fpeak 

-whatever they had a Mind. 

* There is now a moft extraordinary CdncouHe of People 
at our Door ; I hope it will not be faid, that all thofe 
people came there of themfelves naturally, and without any 
Inftigation from others ; for to my certain Knowledge, fome 
very odd Methods were ufed to bring fuch Multitudes hi* 
ther ; circular Letters were wrote, and fent by the Beadles, in 
the moH publick and unprecedented Manner, round alraoll 
every Ward in the City, fummoning them upon their Peril 
to come down this Day to the Houfe of Commons t Thb 
I am certain of, becauft I have now one of tliofe Letters iv 
my Pocket, (igned by a Deputy of one of the greateft Ward* 
in the City of London, and fent by the Beadle to one of 
tiie Inhabirancs of that Ward ; and I know that ftjch Letters- 
Wfne kni in th© feme Manner ^mu& xo ^ti\ \ahu^w»» 
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aboo 6. Geo. iL and Tfadefman in that Ward : And by the fanae Sort of utf-» 
J73*-3^^ warrantable Methods have the Clamours been raifed, almoll 
in every other Part of the Nation. 

* Gentlemen may fay what they pleafe of the Multi- 
tudes now at our Door^ and in all the Avenues leading 
to this Houfe; they may call them a modeil Multitude 
if they will ; but whatever Temper they were in when 
they came hither, it may be very much alter'd now, 
after having waited fo long at our Door : It may be a 
very eafy Matter for forae defigning feditious Perfbn to 
raife a Tumult and Diforder among them^ and when Tumults 
are once begun, no Man knows where they may end ; he is 
a greater Man than any I know in the Nation, that could 
with the fame £afe appeafe them ; for this Reafon I muft 
think, that it was neither prudent nor regular to ufe any 
Methods for bringing fuch Multitudes to this Place, under 
any Pretence whatever. Gentlemen may give them what 
Name they think £t ; it may be faid that they came hither as 
humble Supplicants, but I know whom the Law calls Stur- 
dy Beggars ; and thofe who brought them hither could not 
be certain, but that they might have behaved ii> the famo 
Manner.' 
Sir John Barnard Hereupon Sir John Barnard rofe up to fpeak, but there 
sJid"\b«cbe?^' being a Diforder in the Committee, and the Queilion being 
aDifordcrin?^ loudly call'd for. Sir John Hyndc Cotton Itood up, and 

Committee, Sir r«/*l,i #.U.,« . ^ j t 

John Hyndc Cptton ipOKC thUS : 

fpcato to Order. « To Order, Sir, I hope you will call Gentlemen to Or- 
der ; there is now a Gentleman up to fpeak, a Gentleman 
who fpeaks as well as any Gentleman in this Houfe, and 
whodeferves Attention as much as any Gentleman that ever 
fpoke in this Houfe : Befides, he is one of the Reprefenta- 
tives of the greatefl and richeft City in Europe, a City which 
is greatly interefted in this Debate, and therefore he muft 
be heard ; and I defire. Sir," that you will call to Order, 
that the Committee may fhew him at leaflthatRefpe^l, which 
is due to every Gentleman who is a Member of this Houfe.* 

The cammittee After this the Committee being called to Order, Sir John 

j^coivi^or. Barnard went on : 

iardgo«8on. Sir, 

* I know of no irregular or unfair Methods that were uied 
to call People from the City to your Door ; it is certain that 
any Set of Gentlemen or Merchants may lawfully defire their 
Friends, they may even write Letters, and they may fend 
thofe Letters by whom they pleafe, to deiire the Merchants of 
Figure and Chara£ler to come down to the Court of Re- 
qqeAs and to our Lobby, in order to folicite their Friends 
and Acquaintance again^ sltv^ ^cS^tsa Qt Pro|e£l, which the^ 
think may be pre\udic^ Vd x\i«m« *Wca \& ^ >asi^N^Me^ 
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Right of the Subje^, and what has been always pradUfed upon Anno^ 6, neo. ii. 
all Occafions. The honourable Gentleman talks of Sturdy y^ii— ^- _/ 
Beggars, t do not know what Sort of People may J)e now 
at our Door, becaufe I have not lately been out of the Houfe ; 
but I believe they are the fame Sort of People'that were 
there when I came lail into the Houfe, and then I can afTure 

you that I faw none^ but futh as deferve the Name of Sturdy ^ ^ 

Beggars as little as the honourable Gent;leman himfelf, or *^-^ 
any Gentleman whatever. It is well known that the City 
of London was fufficiently apprlfed of what we were this 
Day to be about i where they got their Information I do 
not know, but I am very certain that they had a right No- 
tion of the Scheme which has been now opened to us ; and 
they were fo generally and zealoufly bent againft it, that 
whatever Methods may have been ul'ed to call them hither, 
i am fure it would have been impofiible to have found any 
legal Methods to have prevented their coming hither.* 

Then after fome farther Debate, the Queftion being pat 
Upon the Motion made by Sir Robert Walpole, it was car- 
ried in the Affirmative, by 266 Voices againft 205. The 
Reader will find the Names of the Members, who voted ^ 

Fro and Con in this Debate, in the JPPE ND IX, 

After this three other Motions were agreed to, with- Four ReWmioM 
eut any Divifion ; which, with the firft Refolution, are as of the vlilSii 
follows. I. That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that rnr/oVs"/Ro^^"rt 
the Subfidy and additional Duty upon Tobacco of the Britiih waipoics Motion 

»>i • 11 A r^ f t 1 /• Tj-. ^1 1 T«- rcUung to the 

. Plantations, granted by an Att of the 1 2th of King Charles II. Exc;rc Scheme -, 
and the Import thereon, granted by an Aft of the ift of 
King James ll. and alio the one third Subfidy thereon, 
granted hy an Aft of the id of Queen Anne, amounting in 
the whole to 5|d. fir Pound, for feveral Terms of Years in 
the faid reipeftive Adls mention'd, and which have fincc 
been continued and made perpetual, fubjeft to Redemption 
hy Parliament, fliall from and after the 24th Day of June 
1733, ceafe and determine. II. That in lieu of the faid 
Duties fo to be determined, there fhould be granted to his 
Majefty an Inland Duty of 4d. per Pound upon all Tobacco 
imported from the Britifh Plantations, to be paid before the 
taking the fame out of the Warehoufc. III. I'hat the In- 
land Daties, to be raifcd and levied upon Tobacco, be ap- 
propriated and applied to the i^e Ufes and Purpofes, as the 
former Duties upon Tobacco, to be determii.ed, were ap- 
propriated and applied. IV. That all Fine?, Penalties, 
rorfeitures, and Seizures, to arife by the faid Duties, be 
apply*d to the Ufe of the Publick, except fo much there- 
of aS ihoald be allowed to the Informers or Profetu- 
lors.* 
Vol. n. Yy March 
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Anno^6.^Ceo. II. Marcki6. Sir Charlcs Turner reported the above Rcfe- 
%^^^ — — _j lutions to the Houfe ; and a Motion being made for agreeing 
Which being re- with the Committee in the firft Refolution, Sir John Barnard 
Elufc, and aW ftood up and fpoke as follows : 

tion made fcr Cjj. 

agreeing with the «-,, ',,-rx/... ,.,i » % 

Committee in the « Though the Relolutions which have been now read to 
it occaiiojw a frcfli US, wcre agreed to by a Majority of thofe prefent in the 
Debate. Committee, yet I can make no Manner of Doubt, but that 

Sir John Barnard, now, after Gentlemen have had Time to confider that Afiair 
ferioufly, there will be many of a different Opinion from 
what they were of in the Committee ; for my own Part, I 
muft iay, that the more I confider that Scheme on which 
thefe Refolutions are founded, the more Objections I find to 
it, and the lefs I find in thofe Arguments which were offered 
in Support of it. One of the chief Ends propofed by this 
Scheme is, the preventing of thofe Frauds which have for- 
merly been committed in the Tobacco-Trade j but, if iwc 
particularly examine thofe Frauds we Ihall find, that every 
one of them may either be prevented by the Laws already 
in Being, or they are fuch as cannot be effeftually prevented 
by any Thing in the Scheme propofed. 

* The Fraud which has been committed upon the Weigh- 
ing of the Tobacco at the Cuftom-Houfe, and like wife that 
of exporting one Sort of Tobacco for another, is altogether 
owing, as has been already obferved, to a Negleft of Duty 
in the Officers, and not to any Defeft in the Laws : And as 
to the Frauds of running or re-landing Tobacco, after it has 
been enter'd fpr Exportation and has received the Draw- 
backs, whicl> are th6fe by which the Publick has and always 
will fuffer moil, there is nothing in the Scheme that can any 
Way contribute to the preventing them ; for it is not the 
Manner of colleding of Duties, but the Amount of the 
Duties, which occafions Smuggling and Running in all 
Countries, and in all Branches of Trade ; and fince the Da- 
ties on Tobacco are by this Scheme to be as high, or veiy 
near as high, as they were before, we may expeft there will 
be as much Smuggling as there was formerly j where the 
Temptation is great, the Number of the Tempted will in- 
creafe in Proportion, let the Danger they run be never fo 
great. 

* As for the Warehoufes propofed, if there be any Thing 
in that Part of the Scheme, which may be of Ufe againS 
Smuggling, it is not to this Scheme, that the Propofition 
owes its Birth j it is what the Merchants themfelves have 
long ago dcfired ; and for that Purpofe I drew up fome Time 
ago a Claufe to have been offer'd to this Houfe, which I 
ihewed to the honourable Gentleman on the Floor ; and at 
that Time the Affiix >«;i>iA\«N^\KfcXiY^^ ^^^ ^^'^ 
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arofe fomc Difputes and Differences among the Merchants Anno 6. gccu, 
themfelves, which occafioned its being deferred : That Part . ^2}^']}- 
of the Scheme therefore I fhall find no Fault with, I believe 
no Merchant will, but then we would have it without the 
Laws of £xcife ; for this Reafbn the honourable Gentleman 
cries out againU the Merchants, as a very unreafonable Set 
of Men J he fays, that they formerly deiired to have Ware- 
houfes, and yet now they refufe to accept of them. But do 
not Gentlemen fee where the Difference lies ? The Merchants 
deiire to have Warehoufes without an Excife, and the ho- 
nourable Gentleman will not, it feems, favour us with the 
one, without loading us with the other. 

* As to what the Civil Lift may get by this Scheme, it 
will depend entirely upon the Elfed the Scheme may have 
in relation to the Preventing of Frauds ; but it is certain, 
that if the publick Revenue get any Thing by the Scheme, 
the Civil Lift will get in Proportion, or rather more ; for, 
by what is now propofed, that Part of the Duty, which goes 
towards the Civil Lift, is ftill to be payable upon Importation 
at the Cuftom-Houfe, and to be drawn back on Exportation, 
as before : Now it is manifeft, that this will be a great Ad- 
vantage to the Civil Lift, and often a great Inconvenience to 
the Merchant ; for once in every .fix Weeks that Money 
will be carry'd to the Exchequer, and when once it is lodged 
there, I believe it will there remain ; it will never be fent 
back to the Cuftom-Houfe to anfwer any Occafion there 
may be for it at that Place ; fo that wlien the Merchant 
comes to export a Quantity of Tobacco, and to call for his 
Drawback, if the Commiffioners have none of that Civil 
Lift Money in their Hands, they cannot apply the Produce 
of any other Branch of the publick Revenue to that Ufe, 
and therefore the Merchant muft wait for his Drawback 'till 
fome new Tobacco be imported ; by which Means the 
Crown may often have the Ufe of that Money, which fhould 
have been applied to the Payment of the Merchant, perhaps 
for near a Twelvemonth at a Time ; and the Laying out of 
that Money for fo long a Time, may often happen to be of 
dangerous Confequence to the Merchiant's Credit. 

* The honourable Gentleman talk'd of making London a 
free Port, I wifti with all my Heart he would do fo ; it is 
certainly what every Merchant wifhes to fee done, -and what 
would greatly contribute to the Increafe and Encourage- 
ment of the Trade of this Nation ; but how fuch a Pretence 
can be fet up in favour of the Scheme now before us, I can- 
not comprehend, for I can fee nothing in the Scheme that 
has the leaft Tendency towards producing an Effed fo much 
to be wifhed for : On the contrary, it appears evident to 
me, that by this S;;heme, the Port of London, and all the 
Y y 2 c;^tx 
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Anne 6. Ceo. H. o^^ Poxts of the Kingdom, will be To far from being made 
jji ^-n- ^ fjgg^ tjj^^ aj every one of them the Merchant will be fub- 
jedled to more Trouble and Expence, both upon Importa- 
tion and Exportation, than ever he was before. *Tis true 
that upon the Importation of Tobacco, the Merchant was 
formerly obliged to pay down the whole Duties, or give his 
Bond with fufHcient Sureties for them ; but this was never 
any Hardlhip upon the Merchant, becaufe, if he had ready 
Money, he advanced it for the prompt Payment of the 
Duties, and he had an Allowance for fo doing ; which was 
but a reafonable Allowance, confidering how long he was 
fometimes obliged to keep his Tobacco ^n his Hands, be- 
fore he met with a Market either for ^ome-Confumption 
or Exportation, and how many Months Credit he was often 
after that obliged to give to the Buyer ; and if he had not 
ready Money at Command, he could formerly give his Bond 
for the whole Duties with two fufHcient Sureties, which a 
Man of tolerable Credit could always eafily find ; whereas 
by this Scheme, it feems, every Merchant-Importer of To- 
bacco muft pay fome Part of the Duties at the Entry, let 
him make what Shift he will for the Money, which to a 
poor Man is a new Hardfhip ; and to a rich Man the Pay- 
ment of that Part of the Duties in ready Money, is a greater 
Hardfhip than the Payment of the whole, confidering that 
he has no Allowance for prbmpt Payment, as to that Part 
of the Duties which he is obliged to pay in ready Money. 

* I am furprifed to hear any Gentleman fay, that Brew- 
ers make no Complaints on account of their being fubjeded 
to the Laws of Excife^ I do not know what Sort of Brewers 
thofe Gentlemen may converfe with, but I never convcrfed 
with any who did not complain of it as a very great Grie- 
vance, nor did I ever meet with any who could not give 
very fubftantial Reafons for their Complaints. There are 
many particular Ways by which the Officers of Excife may 
be troublefome and vexatious to the Brewer ; but there is 
one which is generally praftifed all over the Kingdom, and 
that is, that thofe Officers not only gauge and take an Ac- 
count of their Liquors, but likewife oblige the Brewers to 
(hew them their Books as often as they have a Mind ; by 
which Means they not only pry into all the Secrets and 
Myfteries of their Trade, but likewife into their Circum- 
ftances and Fortunes. Can any Gentleman look upon this 
as no Grievance ? Is it not a Hardlhip upon any Man to 
have the Secrets and Myfteries of his Trade expofed to every 
little Fellow, whom the Commiffioners of Excife ihali pleafc 
to put in Authority over him ? But is it not ftill a greater 
Hardfhip, for a M^xi to be obliged to difcover his Circum- 
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dances to one who is an utter Stranger to him, perhaps to ^"J^^^!*^"- 
one who is his moft implacable Enemy ? r 

* The honourable Gentleman, I find, values himfelf much 
upon the fmall Increafe of Excife-Officers that is to be made 
by his Scheme ; but then he feems to forget the Warehoufe- 
Keepers ; they, as well as the other Officers of Excife, are 
all to be named by the Crown, and paid by the Publick^ 
confequently they arc certainly to be called Officers of the 
Revenue : They will be as expenfive to the Publick, and as 
great Slaves to the Adminiflration, as any other Sort of Of* 
ficers whatever. As there are to be a great Number of To- 
bacco- Warehoufes in Britain, there mull be a great Number 
of them employed to attend thofe Warehoufes as often as 
there fhall be Occafion for them, otherwiie it will be impoA 
fible for the Merchant to manage or difpofe of the Goods he 
has there lodged ; frohi whence I mud conclude, that the 
Number of thofe Warehoufe-keepers will be much more 
than double the Number of the other new Officers to be 
added by this Scheme. 

Gentlemen feem to make light of the Trouble that Mer« 
chants will be put to by thofe Warehoufe-keepers ; they 
think it will be no Inconvenience to the Merchant to be de- 
barred all Accefs to his Goods, but at thofe Hours when the 
Warehoufc-keeper is to be obliged to attend him. Thofe, 
who argue at this Rate, feem to know but little of the 
various Accidents that happen in Trade ; but this is not the 
only Inconvenience that even the Merchant is to be expofed 
to by this Scheme ; he mufl, for every Quantity of Tobacco 
he fells, make a Journey, or fend a MefTengcr to the Per- 
mit-Office for a Permit, which mufl neceflarily put him to 
a great deal of Trouble and Expence ; and therefore, that 
the Merchant may be as much eafed as poffible, I hope that, 
as foon as thofe publick Warehoufes are all appointed, there 
will be two little Lodges like Centry-Boxes, built fome- 
where adjoining to each Warehoufe, one for the Warehoufe- 
Keeper, and the other for the Officer who is to grant the 
Permits. 

' It has been faid, that Liberty has nothing to do in the 
Queftion now before us ; but, in my Opinion, if it is not deep- 
ly concerned in this QuefHon, it never can be concerned in any 
Queflion that can come before this Houfe : Is not every 
Man*s Hoiife looked on as his Afylum ? Is then the giving 
a Power to any little paltry Excifeman, to enter People^s 
Houfes at all Times of the Day and Night, no Encroach- 
ment upon the Liberty of thofe People ? If it is not an En- 
croachment upon a Man*s Liberty, it certainly. is a veiv 
direft one upon his Property, and of Confequence it wul 
be found to be an Encroachment upon his Liberty 3 for can 
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Atko^s. (k^ If. any iMan be 0iid to be free, who mufl fubmit to, and be 
I ^'y"' p the humble Slave of his Excifeman, otherwife he muft cx- 
'^ p^^ no Quiet or Cpmfort within his own Dwelling Houfe : 

The moft blamelefs Condu^ cannot fecure him againfl Vexa- 
tioB ; and no Man can be faid to be free, who cannot de- 
fend upon his Innocence for his Protedion ; An Officer 
^^ptveftcd with fuch Power, may fall upon twenty Ways 
to teaze and vex the jnofl innocent Man upon Earth : t 
IptaWf that one of my Acquaintance, who has the Misfqr- 
tune to be fubjed to the Laws of Excife already in Beings 
was, for a coniiderable Time together, regularly viiited by 
lis Excifeman at the Hour the Family went to Dinner i 
IMid if they had but civilly aik'd the Gentleman to call at 
any other Time, his immediate A(ifwer was, * No, Sir, 
* I am in a Hurry, I have a great deal of other Buiinefs to 
^ attend befides yours ; I muft immediately viiit fuch a 
f Place ; if you will not allow me,. I muil go, and I know 
< what to do.* By this rude Behaviour the whole Family 
was difturbed, and one of them was always obliged to get 
up from Dinner, in order to go and let him viiit fuch Places 
in the Houfe as he had a Mind.' 

* Thefe are the Fellows who, by this fine Scheme, are to 
be put into every Man's Houfe that is a Dealer in either of 
the two Commodities of Tobacco or Wine : Thefe are thp 
Lord Danes, who are to be by Law appointed to lord it 
over every fuch Dealer and his whole Family : We know 
what was the Fate of the Lord Danes we had formerly in 
England, and I ihall be very little furprized if thefe new 
ones meet with the fame Fate. In fhort. Gentlemen may 

, dreft up this Scheme in what Shape they pleafe ; but to one 

who confiders it coolly and impartially as I have done, it 
muft appear in its true Colours. I am convinced that it will 
produce nothing but the moft mifchievous Confequences, not 
only to thofe who are to be immediately afFefted by it, but 
like wife to the Liberties and Properties of the Nation in 
general ; and therefore I am entirely againil agreeing to the 
Refolutions of the Committee.' 

Mr waipoie. Mr Horatio Walpolc fpoke next for agreeing with the 

Mr Bramfton. Committee ; Mr Bramfton againft it ; Lord Hervey for it ; 

JS'TSm^RoWn-thcn Sir Thomas Robinfon Hood up and fpoke as follows. 

fcn. Sir, 

* As I had not an Opportunity in the Committee of giving 
my Opinion in this Quellion, I hope I fhall be indulged the 
iiiberty of doing it now, fince I find the whole is to be can- 
vaiTed over again. I will take up as little of your Time as 
pofiible, in making a few Obfervations on the Scheme itfelf 
as it now appears to us, and on what has fell from fome 
Gentlemen ia the C^oui^ ^i \.\a& Debate. 
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' * t cannot help exprelling my Surprize, to heta b oAcA Awidr6. OM.it 
repeated the cruel Ufage the Englifh Ma^ants have met - ^'jz-n- 
with of late : For God*s Sake, let all that has been faid im 
this Hoafe, during the Time this Affair has been upon die 
Anvil, be fairly and impartially c^ydkd, and *Cwill oooie 
out to be againft the unfair Dealers in Wine and Tobacco^ 
and againft them only ; why fhould Gendemeh dbereloM 
apply it to Merchants in General? Give me Leave to (kjp 
'Whoever makes fuch Application, 'tis they who pin the Que* 
&on upon the whole Body of Merchants, and not thofeGen* 
tlemen who think the Method propofed of c<^leding this Re- 
venue, will fecure to the Publick what they have an un- 
doubted 'Right to. All that has been faid on this Head, and 
what we are now endeavouring to do by this Bill, is calculat- 
ed to affed thofe Men only, whofe Artifices and Canning 
have hitherto evaded die Cuibms, againft whom no lefs Caui- 
don can fecure that Duty to the publick Purfe, which eveiy 
Confumer of this Commodity has an indifputaUe Right to 
have &irly colleded. 

* Surely no Gentleman, who appears for this Scheme, 
^would for his own Sake proted or countenance it, if he ima- 
gined the Succefs of it would either affect our Trade, or the 
Body of the Engliih Merchants immediately concerned in the 
Exportadon of our Manufadures, or by way of Retom for 
them in the Importadon of foreign Productions ofeful and 
neceifary to us ; for it is to our Trade, and to our Afcr- 
chants, that the real Caufes of the Wealth and Profpeiity 
of this Nadon are principally to be afcribed : But this 
Scheme is not intend^ to afie^, nor will, I think, in any 
Shape reach thefe Men, which when they come impartiafly 
to confider, diey muft be fenfible of ; and then they will be 
able to judge, whether they have been alarmed at the Ap- 
proach of real, or only at the Noife of imaginary Dangers. 

* I am very forry to hear fo often urged, that thefe Re- 
ftriftions propofed only for the prevendng of Frauds will be 
a Difcouragement to Trade in general ; for the natural Con- 
dufion ^m thence would feem to be, that Frauds and Trade 
were infeparable : As the very Foundadon of this Sdieme, 
appear§ to me to be intended for the Improvement of die 
publick Revenue by the Difcouragement of Frauds ; when k 
is fo often affirmed, that it will alfo be a Difcoun^ement 
to Trade, a Stranger in the Gallery, who was to hear oor 
Debates, would naturally imagine that a Condnnance o( 
or a Connivance at Fmuds, was in this Country a neceffioy 
Encouragement to Trade. 

' As this Bill appears to me to be attended with certain 
Advantages to the Tobacco-Trade, and as I ihoold be gbd 
to be fct ri^t if I ammxibdKn i I beg Leave to ask a fm 
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QtJeEjOtii of thofc who are converfant In Trade : t^ethef 

high Ducics on GockIs imported arc not a great Weight on 
every Branch of Trade fo loaded ; as it not only obliges the 
Merchant to keep a double Stock in ready Moncy^ btit of 
coarfc conftnci^ that Trade to a very narrow Circle of Dea- 
lers, and furely it never can be the Interd! of a Trading Na- 
don to encourage Mooopoli^ i Then I muft a/Jc* Whether* 
a5 the Law now ft and s^ the Tobacco-Trade \m not this 
HartKhtp attending it ? If it be fo, I would alkj Whether 
this Clog is not entirely removed by this Scheme I no Duty 
being to be paid at Importation, nor any Money demanded 
'till the Fa£^or hai made his Bargain with ihe Retailer* who 
is to pay the whole Duty ? 

* h it not another allowed Maxim in Trade, that one of 
the greateft Temptations to Frauds are large Drawbacks on 
Goods exported, nay the very Parent of Frauds in this Com- 
modity I If this be a Fa£t, is not this Mo£i%*e to Frauds en- 
tirely removed, there being by this Scheme no Temptatioii 
whatever to Frauds on this Head ? for by this Scheme as 
now amended, there is no Part of the Duty to be paid at Im- 
portation, there is not a Farthing of the Duty ever to be 
paid for the Tobacco which fhall hereafter be re-exported i 
Iq that the honourable Gentleman who ipoke iiril, and who 
tlways fpeaks fo well and with fo much Weight in thii 
Houfc, has in this Particular entirely miitakcn the Scheme 
uow before us* 

* Has not the Method of Bonding the Duties, 'tiU veiy 
lately at leait, been univerfally allowed to be often fatal to 
both the Planters and Factors, and as often detrimental to 
the Publick ? Is not this Hardlhip quite obviated by thii 
Scheme ? Is not Bonding entirely out of the prefeut Que- 
ftion I 

* Were not the Charges in the Bilb of Sale from the Fa^or 
to his Planter a very great HardHiip on the latter f Accord- 
ing to all thofe I have feen^ they never amounted to left 
than 25 per Cent^ and oftner to much more, on the whole 
neat Produce returned co the Planter for his Tobacco. Idon^t 
mean to accijfe the Fador of taking an extravagant or unjuil 
Gam ou this Head ; but what 1 think we are now eontend<> 
ing to remove. Is the Pretence for and the Foundation of 
thefe Charges, which have been fo greatly detrimental to 
that Trade, and fo great a Hardfliip on the Virginia and Ma- 
ryland Planters, who now fend you a Merchandize thtt 
proves to this Nation, by the great Quantities re-exported td 
foreign Markets, a very beneficial Branch of your Commerce j 
and if fomething be not now done in their Behalf, I am told 
from very good Hands, we Ihall run the Rifque of loJtng 
this Staple of ToWcco : T\iS!^ \^iXV \as. <^aa Ute to coniider 
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what Methods are beft for colkding the Duties on it ; and 
therefore, were there no other Motive for this Bill, this Con* 
fideration abne woy!J weigh greatly with me, to make a 
TriaJ, at lead, of the Method now propofed for giving Re- 
lief to fo confidcrable a Part of our American Colonies. 

* Now I ain up. Sir, give me Leave to remind Gentlemen, 
that, as the Law now ttands 4^d. neat Money, ai leail, is 
paid on each Pound of Tobacco, immediately on Importa- 
tion, tho' the Importer takes the Advantage of all the Dif- 
counts on prompt Payment, otherwife tlit Duty comes high- 
er : But by this Scheme, the whole Duty will be at the high- 
ell but ^^d. per Pound Weight, and will not be demanded 
\ill the Tobacco is taken out of the Warehoufe for Home- 
Confumptjon, and therefore may fome times not be paid ""till 

I eighteen Months or two Years after the landing of the To- 
bacco : Let therefore who will advance the Money, this 
farther Credit given by the Publtck, *for the Payment of the 
Duty, muft be a certain Bene£i to this Trade ; and thus, 
by Poilponing the Payment of the Duties 'till fo much nearer 
the Time of Confumption, the Dealers in Tobacco will be 
enabled, and ought to afford it to the Confumer on more rea- 
■fonable Tenns, 
' If then diis Scheme be found to be no real Detriment to 
the iair Merchant, and a certain Bene£t to the Planters, f 
believe in another Particular it will be a demonflrable Ad- 
vantage to the Publick, I mean an improvement of the Re- 
venue : But what appears to me pretty extraordinary is, to 
hear that Improvement urged as one of the chief Objeflions 
againft the whole Scheme, becaufe the Civile Li ft Revenue 

I will alfo of courfe receive fome Increafe. Give me Leave 
to %, that whatever Appearance of Weight there might 
have been in this Objedion before the Scheme was known, 
yet now when it comes to be confidered, that the Crown in 
Return gives up to the Publick all Forfeitures and Seizures, 
this Objeftion can be of little Weight : But furely this could 
never have been thought a fufftcient Objei^ion for rhc Le- 
giflature to refufe a Remedy againft the known Frauds, prac- 
tifed in the CollefUon of the publick Revenues, on ac- 

I count of its preventing thofe pradifed againft the Crown i c-^ 
fpccially, when even this Improvement of the King*s Income 
is no more than what wa.% in EffeQ, granted by the Parlia* 
ment, when they appropriated the Produce of thofe Duties 
CO his JWajciV f^f ^i*^^ 

* Buc/mce it is faid, that this Alteration in the Method of 
colleding the Duty on Tobacco will be fuch an Augmcnta 

ttion to the Revenue, thongh no new Tajc be laid on, nor an 
Addition made to any one now in Being, it may be afked, 
Vmm whence thii Augnaentatton wiUmfc* 'V(i \\\\% ^ 
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Ann© 6. Gco.n. barc Enumeration of the feveral Frauds, at prefent pradbifed 
'73x-». ^ ^ jjj ^g Colledtion of this Duty, would be a fufficient Anfwer ; 
efpecially, if we confider the large Sum, which the Frauds 
that have adually been difcovered yearly amount to, and 
that it cannot be fuppofed, that one fifth Part of the 
Frauds, which have re^ly been committed, have ever come 
to the Knowledge of the Publick, or of thofe intruftcd with 
the OoUedting pf this Duty : But as the honourable Gentle- 
man, who opened the Debate in the Committee, has fo 
fully and {o demonftrably (hewn the Particulars of thefe un- 
lawful'Tranfadtions ; and as there are in this Houfe ib many 
Gentlemen, throughly acquainted with the Courjj of the 
publick Revenues, who can fpeak more minutely td the Na- 
ture of thefe Frauds than I am capable of doing, I ihall 
not enter into a Detail of them ; but only take Notice, that 
there have been fomc Inllances, where a tripple Fraud has 
been committed in the Difpofal of the fame individual Par- 
cel of Tobacco ; he, indeed, who pradifes this Method, 
muft be very adroit in the Bufinefs of Smuggling, but it is 
certain it has been pradtifed : The unfair Trader has con- 
trived to receive the full Duty twice from the Publick, with- 
out having ever paid it once to the Publick ; he has receiv- 
ed from the Government the Drawbacks upon a Quantity 
of Tobacco, which he found Means to import without pay- 
ing any Duty ; and by again running the fame Tobacco 
from Holland in fmall Parcels, he has a fecond Time receiv- 
ed the Drawbacks from the Confumers, by felling it to them 
as if the Duties had been honeftly paid ; and the Difficulty to 
prevent this Kind of Frauds, as there is but one Check in 
the Cuftoms, is almoft infurmountable ; fince, in fome Ca(es» 
the unfair Dealer in Tobacco may very well afford to give 
fuch Bribes to the Cuftom-houfe Officer, as will even more 
tlian compenfate to him the Lofs of his Place, if he ihould 
be difcovered. 

* So that in this Light, the Parties in this Conteft are, the 
Publick, the Planter, and the fair Trader on one Side ; and 
the unfair Dealer pnly on the other. It is a Duty the Na-» 
tion pays ; the Planter and the fair Trader feel the Incon- 
venience of it, but the Benefit is intercepted by the fiaudu- 
lent Dealer ; and in this View your Landed Confumers of 
Tobacco have doubly paid the Duty ; they have paid it once 
by buying the Tobacco at an advanced Price, as if the Du- 
ty had lieen paid by the Seller ; and again by a future Call 
upon them by the Legiflature, to make good the Deficiency 
occafioned by the Frauds of the Sellers ; fo that by this Me- 
thod of Taxation, a Duty has been laid on one Sulgedt^ 
which another \va& b^ ^i^^^ tv<c)X ofc^^ ^tey^ted coming in- 
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to the publick Purfe, but has converted towards the fupport- Anno 6. Geo. ii. 
irig or enriching of himfelf. '^^_!'^li 

* But there is another Reafon, which will have the greateft 
Weight with me> for coming into this Propdition, and that 
is^ becaufe I think, that in its Confequences, the Landholders 
of Great Britain will find a confiderable Relief. As long as 
I can remember, I have always heard the Land^Tax com- 
plained of, as one of the moft unequal and moft grievous of 
our Taxes ; unequal, as i{ is only paid by a Part of thofe 
Who pofTefs Property in Great Britain, and fo great a Dif- 
proportion is there in this Particular^ that as our Property 
is now divided, I believe one may fay, the Money ariiing 
by this Tax, is paid only by ^ve out of fix of thofe who pof- » 
fefs the Riches of this Nation ; and it has hitherto been the 
more grievous, as there was no Profpeft that any one of this 
Generation, would have been relieved from the Burthen of it. 
From Land alone, 64 Millions and a Half have been raifed 
lince the Revolution, and an Eftate of 1000 1. a Year, fully 
cefs'd fince that Time, has paid 6450 1. which Sum amounts 
to near one fixth Part of the whole JProduce of fuch ao 
Eilate in that Time ; fo that by taking it at an Average, 
the Landholders of thefe Eflates thus cefs'd, have paid very 
near a fixth Part of the grofs Produce of their Eflates £ot 
44 Years fucceflively, which bears no manner of Proportion 
to what has been paid by any other Set of Men, towards 
defraying the Charges of the Government fince that Time. 
This has always been moil juflly reputed a Grievance upon 
the Landholders, yet now when a Scheme is oflFer'd, which, 
as it appears to me, would be a certain Relief to the Land- 
ed Interefl, a new Language, a new Opinion has flarted up, 
and prevails, at leafl without Doors, that the Lands of 
Great Britain fhould ftill continue to carry that Burthen, 
which, till very lately, all Mankind were unanimous, they 
ought to be relieved from. 

* If fome Gentlemen may think there can be any mate- 
rial Weight thrown into the Scale of the Crown, by the 
Addition of a few Excife-Officers, let them on the other Side 
refiedl on the Relief given by this Scheme to the Landholders 
of Great Britain, who always have been, and ever muft be, 
in Time of Triad and Neceffity, the real and folid Support 
of the Liberties of the Nation. 

' And as the Landed Interefl mufl be allowed to be our 
principal Strength, all Attempts to invade our Liberties mufl 
prove unfuccefsful, while the Gentlemen of Landed Elbtes 
fhall continue refolute, and retain fufficient Force |o oppofe 
any arbitrary Defigns : Any Thing therefore, that tends to 
put them upon a better Footing, and to encreafe their Sub- 
fiance, flrengthens oar Conflitution in the moft cfiTential 
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Part ; for this ReafoD, when the Eafe that will be given to 
Landholders is in this View impartiajlj^ confidcrM, the Ad- 
dition of a few Excifemen, with Salaries of 40 or 50 1. a 
Year each, will not have that Weight in this Day's Debate, 
which at firft Sight it might feem to carry with it. 

' Sir, I have mentioned the Advantages which, a^ it appears 
to nxe, win naturally arife to the Poblick Revenue^ to the fair 
Trader, to the induttrious Planter, and to the Landholder 
by this Scheme ; and I think there is another Benefit attend- 
ing it, which Gentlemen do not feem to give fufficieat At- 
tention to, I mean the Reformation tha.t will be made on 
this Occafion in the Laws of Excife j for tho* the Extent ion 
of them, as they now ft and, might have been thought by 
fome a Itrong Objeftion to this Scheme, however beneficial 
in other Reipe^b it might prove to the J^tiblick, yet I think 
the Weight of this Objedion is greatly removed, when we 
confider, that the Alteration now propofed will take away 
many of thofe Powers, which might in Time to come have 
been abufed to the Oppreffion of the Subjefl. One of the 
moft material ObjeOions I ever heard leaned was, the Want 
of a proper Appeal from the Determination of the Com- 
miffiojiers of Excife ; but this, I think, is entirely obviated 
by the allowing of an Appeal from thofe Gentlemen to three 
Judges, chofen from the different Courts in Weftminiler-Hall 1 
or from the Juilices of Peace to the Judges of AJHze in 
their refpeftive Circuits; who are to determine in a fumsna- 
ry W.iy, without either Delay or any confiderable Expenoe 
to the Parties concerned. Now whatever Influence the Nomi- 
nation of thefe OfEcers by the Crown might have on their 
Aflions, or however reg;ardlefs their Power, being micon- 
trolable, might make them in their Determinations, this 
Check mnii prevent the Execution of their Intentions, were 
they inclined to abufe their Power in Favour of the Crown ; 
itwill certainly make them more cautious in giving] ndgment, 
when they ihall know, when they ftiall reflefl, that their 
Judgments are liable to be canvaiTed in a fuperior Court,, 
where no Favour, where no Intereft can fcreen an ill Action : 
The Judges to whom the Appeal muil he made have their 
Offices for Life, and therefore cannot reafonably be fuppofed 
to be byalTed, fo as to countenance any unlawful Steps of 
the CommiiKoners^ let them be the Favourites of any 
Miniiler whatever, or let the Party opprefsM, let the 
Party complaining, be never fo obnoxjoos to an Admi^ 
lullration. 

* There is alfo another Beneht that will attend the Suc- 
cefs of this Scheme, which is the Repeal of an Ad made 
in the i ith Vear of the late King, which obliges People t& 



Anno 6. (TTeeixlI. 



I 
I 



f 36s ) 

ance, the Repeal miift be a very agreeable Relief to thofe 
who are fubjed to Jt» I hope tkcrefore, if this Queition 
pafles, when the Blanks in the Bill come to be filled up in 
the Cammitteej ihofe Gentlemen, who may think that there 
are any anneceffary Cbufes in the Laws of Excifc, will take 
this favourable Opportunity to have thofe Laws reviewed ; 
and by the Addition of proper Claufes to the Bill now to 
be bro tight in^ to extend tlie Regulations of them in Behalf 
of the Subject as far as may not leave the Duties under 
the Management of the Commiffioners open to grofs Frauds. 

* Upon the whole, I believe tbc Benefits propofed by thia 
Schemes ^y ^ui Improvement of the publick Revenue in pre- 
venting Frauds, will be a certab Relief to the Landed In- 
terelt ^ and the only real Objc^bn that ever could be to fuch 
a Defign^ was the Method by which it was to be effefled : 
But that» I think, as I faid before, is In a great meafure 
removed, by the Mitigation of thole Methods of proceeding 
in Exdfe*Laws, which feemcd moft to infringe the Liberties 
of the Subjc^, and which Alteration may, nay is dcfigned 
to be extended to the other Branches of the Revenite, fub- 
jefl to the fame Laws. 

* This Scheme therefore, as it is intended to be a Review 
of the Excifc-Laws, and an Amendment of the Rigour of 
thofe Pares of them where lefs Severity would fecurc the 
Duty to the Publick, appears in this Light as much in Fa- 
vour of the Subjeft as of the Revenue ; and as fuch, when 
it comes to be rightly apprehended, and the Benefits at- 
tending it are felt and diffufed through the whole Natioi; 
I believe it will foon take a more favourable l*um among 
the People ; the ill Impreflions of it that may now be in- 
duilrioufly fpread abroad, I ihould think, would foon fubftde 
and be forgotten. 

* I beg Pardon, Sjr» for cakhig up fo much more of your 
Time than I at firft intended. I now only add, that lince 
upon the Examination of the particular Merits of this Scheme, 
the Advantages propofed by it appear to me to be certain j 
and of fuch a Nature as not only to incrcafe the publick 
Revenue, without any new Tax on the Subje£l or Ad- 
dition to any one now in Being i to advance the Intereft 
of our Trade and Plantations -, and alfo at the fame Time iq 
raifc the Value of the Lands of Great Britain, I ihall there- 
fore readily give my Aflene to it.' 

Sir Thomas Afton, Member for Leverpoole, fpoke next ^^r t. ajior. 
againft the Motion for agreeing with the Committee, and 
took Notice, * That it was his Misfortune to know coo much 
of the influence, that the Officers of the Cuiloms and Excifc 
had at Eledions ; for at his own Election there were many 
•f the Voters were fo free and open^ m to come to him and 
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Anno 6. Ceo. Ji, tcU him that they would vote for him rather than any othtf, 
1^ 'L^'l!' J but that thofe Officers had threatned to ruin them if they 
did; and others told him, that they had Promifes either 
for themfelves or their Sons to be made Officers in the Cu- 
floms or Excife by his Antagonifl ; and as their Bread de* 
pended upon getting thofe Promifes fulfilled, which they 
could not exped if they did not voce againil him, therefore 
they hoped he would excufe them : That as he knew the 
Evil of this illegal Influence by Experience, therefore he 
fhould always be againfl any Meafure, that might tend to en- 
creajfe it, as this Scheme mod evidently would : That he 
hop'd he ihould always difdain to owe the Honour of repre- 
fenting his Country in Parliament to any Adminiibation 
whatever : That he hop'd he ihould always depend upon the 
free Votes of his Fellow-Subjedb ; and for that Reafbn he 
muft be againft what he thought would deHroy that Freedom^ 
upon which only he was refolvM always to depend.' 
Lord Mor*^^'^' Then Lord Glenorchy fpoke for agreeing with the Com- 
Bi/ Clayton. ' mittcc ; Lord Morpeth againftitj Mr Clayton for it. Then 
iffrFuitener. Mr Pulteney fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 
^ I muil fay, that the recommending the Care of the pub- 
lick Revenue to this Houfe, the recommending to us a 
Scheme which may, any Way, tend to the increafing of it, 
are Dodrines, which come very properly from the honour- 
able Gentleman that fpoke laft, who for feveral Years has 
had the fingering of the publick Money, as he himfelf was 
pleafed to exprefs it : But I hope thofe Gentlemen will 
confider, that they and their Poilerity are not all to enjoy 
the fame Pofts they enjoy at prefent ; they may perhaps ex- 
ped that they themfelves are all in for Life, but they can* 
not imagine that thofe Poils are to go by Way of Inheritance 
to their Heirs ; and therefore I hope, that for the fake at 
leaft of their Poflerity, they will confider a little the Power 
and Influence that this Scheme will give to the Crown ; and 
fuch a Confideration muft certainly be of fome Weight in 
the prefent Debate, even with thofe Gentlemen. 

* It is certain, that the Liberties of this Country depend 
upon the Freedom of our Eledions for Members of Parlia- 
ment ; our Parliaments, efpecially the Reprefentatives of 
the People in Parliament aflembled, are defigned for, and 
eenerally have been a Check upon thofe, who were employed 
m the executive Part of our Government : But if it ihall 
ever come to be in the Power of the Crown, that is to fay, 
of thofe employed in the executive Part of our Govern- 
ment, to have fuch an Influence over moil of the Elections 
in the Kingdom, as to eet any Perfon chofen they pleafe 
10 recommend, ihey vim titktu A'n^^^ have a Majority of 
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their own Creatures in every Houfe of Commons, and from 
fuch Reprcfentatives what can the People expert ? Can it be 
expedled, that fuch a Houfe of Commons will ever be any 
Check upon thofe in Power, or that they will find Fault 
with the Conduft of the moft rapacious, die moft tyrannical 
Minifters, that may hereafter be employed by the Crown. 

* It is well known, that every one of the publick Offices 
have already fo many Boroughs or Corporations, which they 
look on as their Properties ; there are fome Boroughs which 
may be called Treafury- Boroughs ; there are others which • 
may be called Admiralty- Boroughs j in Ihort, it may be 
faid, that almoft the whole Towns upon the Sea-Coal^ are ' 
already feiz'd on, and in a Manner taken Prifoners by the 
Officers of the Crown,: In moft of them they have fo great 
an Influence, that none can be chofen Members of Parlia- 
ment but fuch as they are pleafed to recommend. But as 
the Cuftoms are confined to our Sea-Ports, as they cannot 
travel far from the Coaft, therefore this Scheme feems to be 
contrived in order to extend the Laws of Excife, and there* 
by to extend the Influence of the Crown over all the Inland 
Towns and Corporations in England. 

* This feems plainly to me to be the chief Defign of the 
Scheme now under our Confideration ; and if it fucceeds, 
which God forbid it fhould, our future Minifters of State 
will be very much obliged to the Gentleman who projedled 
it ; the Ele^ion of a Houfe of Conmions will in all Time 
to come be an eafy Talk ; for whoever fhall be Prime Minifter 
under any of our future Kings may fit at home in his 
great Chair, and iflTue forth his Orders to moft of the Coun« 
ties and Boroughs in Great Britain, to chafe fuch Perfons 
for their Reprcfentatives in Parliament, as he ihall pleafe to 
think moft proper for his Purpofe. Moft of the chief Clerks 
of the Treafury, and other great Offices, are already Mem- 
bers of this Houfe ; they deferve it, they are Gentlemen, 
and Men of Figure and Fortune in their Country : But if 
this Scheme takes Place, we may in a little Time fee all the 
little Under-Clerks of the Treafury, and other Offices, Mem- 
bers of this Houfe ; we may fee them trudging down to 
this Houfe in the Morning, in order to give their Votes for 
impofing Taxes upon their Fellow-Subje6is ; and in the 
Afternoon attending behind the Chair of a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a Secretary of State, or other chief Minifter : 
Nay, I do not know but fome of us may live to fee fome 
vain over-grown Minifter of State driving along the Streets, 
with fix Members of Parliament behind his Coach. 

* Thefe muft be the fatal Confequences of the Scheme 
now mider oar Confideration ; and therefore I muft think 
that every Man, who ha? a Regard VO Vbt Cot^Vii^^xi^^ Vi\%* 
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Country, or to the Liberties and Properties of thofe that 
have ptit their Trull in liiju, is in Duty bound to give his 
Negative to the prcfent Question > 

* GeQtlemen may indulge diemfelves in the vain Conceit, 
that by this Scheme all Manner of Frauds in the Tobacco- 
Trade will be prevented for the future, but the Thing is in 
its own Nature impofTiblc ; when the Daties are lb high, 
where chcy amount to iiveorfix Times the Prime Coll of the 
Commodity on which they are (aid* it will be impolEble to 
prevent a!! Manner of Frauds j and therefore the Increafe of 
the publick ftevenae by this Scheme^ is fo far from being cer- 
tain, that it is al together precarious ; and unlcfs the publick 
Kevenue be thereby greatly increafed, the Landholders can 
cxpc£l no Relief : But granting that the Bene^ts cxpeaed by 
this Scheme were certain i it is as certain, it b as demon- 
ftrable, that our Conltitution will be thereby detlroyed j and 
are we to make a Sacrifice of our Conilitution, for die poor 
Confideration of adding 4 or 500,000 L a Year to the pub- 
lick Revenue f That Increafe may (bon be diffipated by an 
Adminillration under no Fears of being called to an Account 
by Parliament ; and then they will be obliged to come upon 
the Landholders for Money > to anfwer the neceflary Services 
of the Publick. There never was in any Country a Scheme 
fet up for introducing arbitrary Power, but what was fup* 
ported by lomc fpcdoos Pretences : The preventing of Mobs* 
Infurrcdions, rnvafiorts. Frauds, or tlie like, have in all 
Countries been made the Pretences for introducing arbitrary 
Power : But in fuch an Afierably as ihh^ where the Principles 
of Liberty fo much prevail, where there are fo many Gen- 
tlemen of good Senfe and Penetration, I hope no fuch Pre- 
tence will ever be of any Weight, To me it appears indif* 
pu table, that this Scheme is abfolutcly inconfiHent with a free 
Eledion of Members of Parliament, and of Confetjuence it 
mud be inconJiJknt with our Conilitution ; therefore though 
the Advantages to be reaped from it were much greater, and 
much more certain than they are, 1 fliould be moll heartily 
againft it, and for that Rcafon I muA give my Negative to the 
prefent Qucition/ 

After fome few Altercations between Sir Robert Walpole 
and Mr Pulteney, Mr Walter Piumer Itood up, and rook 
Notice of fome Gentleman's having faid, * That no Body 

had oppofed the fuhje^ing of Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, 

to the Laws of Excife, but the Gentleman under theGal- 
* 1^^ [ Miunhig Sit" J^hn Barnard '] And he there upoa 
added, * That he mull put thofe Gentlemen in Mind, that 
he had then the Honour to be a Member of the Houfc ; 
That he thanWd God, Vtt didoi^^fe that Excife-Scheme as 
weU as this \ and iba.i Vz ^^v£l4 ^y^"^ ^'^^^l ^^^ ^i^iKESfc 
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that (hould ever be offered to the Moore, while he had the Anno 6. o«>. 11. 
Honour of fitting in it : That he knew how grievous and op- - '^'^ 
preiTive the Laws of Excife were to his Fellow-Subje^b ; and 
therefore he could not anfwer it to* his Country, if he did not, 
to the utmoft of his Power, oppofe every Scheme offisred for 
the Extenfion of thofe vexatious and arbitrary Laws/ 

After this the Queftion was put upon the firft Reiblution, 
and carried in the Affirmative by 249 againil 1 89. Then IJiJ^^JJL 
the Queflions were feverally put upon the fecond and third relating to UkEk- 
Refolutions, which were agreed to without any Dxvifion ; ^^to^nSe 
and the fourth Refdution being read a fecond Time, Sir ^»** 
Robert Walpole inform'd the Houfe, * That the King 
had commaoded him to acquaint the Houfe, that hia Majefty 
gave hh Confent, that the Houfe fhould do as they fhould 
think fit, in relation to the faid Fines, Penalties, Forfei- 
tures, and Seizures. Hereupon the Queftion was put, and 
this laft Refblution likewife was agreed to without any Di-» 
vifion. 

Then it was ordered that a Bill (hould be brought in, 
purfuant to the faid Refolutionsj and that Sir Charts Tuhier, i^^J^^'^^ 
Sir Robert Walpole, Sir Philip Yorke, Mr Talbot, Mr Dod- 
dington, Mr Clayton, Sir William Yonge, Sir George Ox- 
enden, Mr Scrope, and Mr Edward Walpole fhould prepare 
and bring in the fame. 

jfyril 2. The Hoafe, in a Grand Committee, confiderM ftr- Motion for im- 
ther of thtf Land-Tax Bill, for the Service of the Year 1733; SEiS^^f^Ar 
and a Motion was made. That it (hould be an Inifarudion to the Lapd-Tax to ap- 
(aid Committee, that they (hould be impowered to receive a SSiJ* *«««^"» 
Claufe to enable and dired the (everal Commiffioners, to be 
appointed in the (aid Bill for putting the fame in Execution, 
to nominate and appoint a Receiver or Receivers General 
for each County, Riding, Ci^, Borough, Cinqoe-Port, 
Town or Place refpcftively, within England, Wales, and 
Berwick, for which they were appoint^ Commiffioners ; 
and to make the (aid refpedive Counties, Ridings, Cities, 
Boroughs, Cinque-Ports, Towns or Places, for which they 
were appointed Commiffioners, anfwerable for any Deficient 
cy that might happen by fuch Receiver or Receivers.' It ''''^ ^ 
was urged, in Favour of this Motion, * That the Commiffi- 
oners in each County, were much better Judges of the Per* 
fons proper to be appointed Receivers in the Averal Coun- 
ties, &c, than the Gentlemen employed in the Adminiftra- 
tion : That they were alfo better Judges of the PeHbns offirred 
as Sureties' for fuch Receivers : And that it would be a great 
Advantage to the PuUick, which had often fufier*d by the 
Infolvency of fuch Jleceivers, and the Infufficiency of the 
Security that had been given for them, however, tfic Cour- 
V L. II, A a a tm^ 
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Anno 6. Geo. u. tieis oppofcd this Motlon very (Irenuoufly ; and the Queflioii 
^_^!^^'- _f being put, it paiTed in tlie Negative. 

ThcBiu for ex- April 4.. The Excife-Bill was b ought in, and read a firft 
SSliIfiJftTime, Time; after 'which Sir Robert Walpole, by his Majefty'.s 
?*^.!^£^''**^ °^' Command, acquainted the Houfe, That his Maielly confent- 

der*d to be read a , ..' \ . /.,., . , rt"'iii-ir 

fecondTimc. ed to their makmg luch Alterations as they Ihould think fit 
for the publick Service, in relation to the Subfidy on Tobac- 
co then payable on account of his Majeity's Civil Lift. Here- 
upon it was objected. That fome Parts of the faid Bill were 
not within the Rel'olutions of the Houfe, purfuant to which 
the faid Bill had been ordered to be brought in ; and there- 
fore it was moved. That the Bill ihould be withdrawn : 
But this pafied in the Negative, by 232 Votes againlt 176 : 
Then a Motion was made for adjourning, which likewife 
paiTed in the Negative : But at lalt it was refolved. That the 
Bill fhould be read a fecond Time on the 1 1 th Inftant, 
by 236 againft 200. 
uotfcm for Printing April ^, A .Motion was made for Printing fuch a Num- 
ft. ber of Copies of the faid Bill, as (hould be fufficient for the 
Ufe of the Members of the Houfe ; But upon the Queili- 
on's being put, it was carried in the Negative by 128 a- 
gainil 1 1 2 
The city of Lon- April 10. The^ Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
^RcAiwiMainft Council of the City of London, prefented a Petition againft 
the Excife-Bill, fetting forth, ' That the Petitioners, on occa- 
fion of the Bill depending in this Houfe, for repealing feve- 
ral Subfidies and an Impoft now payable on Tobacco of the 
Britifti Plantations, and granting an Inland Duty in lieu 
thereof, prefume in all Humility to exprefs to this Houfe, as 
they have already done in fome Meafure by their Reprefen- 
tation to their Members, the univerfal Senfe of the City of 
London concerning any farther Exteniion of the Laws of Ex- 
cife : That the Burthen of Taxes already impofed on every 
Branch of Trade, however chearfuUy born, is feverely felt ; 
but the Petitioners apprehend, that this Burthen will grow 
too.heavy to be born, if it be increafed by fuch vexatious 
and oppreffive Methods of levying and collecting the Duties^ 
■ as they are aflurcd by melancholy Experience, that the Na- 
ture of all Excifcs muft neceffarily produce : That the Mer-' 
# . chants, Tradefng^en, and Manufadlurers of this Kingdom, 
have fuppormi tKemfclves under the Preffure of the Excife- 
Laws now in Forc6, by the comfortable and reafonable Ex- 
pectation, that Laws, which nothing but publick Neceflity 
could be a Motive to enaCl, would be repealed in Favour of 
the Trade of the Nation, and of the Liberty of the Subject, 
whenever that Motive ilhould be removed ; as the Petitioners, 
prefump it effefituaUy is, by undifturb'd Tranquility at Home, 
90d a gcnwalP^SLC^ fo fevciV^ ^WkJii^^ ^i^\ That if 
- '^ia^ 
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this Expeftation be entirely taken away ; if. the Excife-Laws, Anno 6. poo. u, 
inltead of being repealed, are extended to other Species of ^„^"— j 
Merchandize not yet excifcd ; and a Door open'd for extend- 
ing them to iiU; the Petitioners cannot, in Juftice to them- j 
feJves, .to the. Merchants, Trudefmen, and Manufadurers of 
the whole Kingdom, and to the general Intereft of their 
Country, conceal their Apprehenfion, that the moft fetal 
Blow, which was ever given, will ie given on this Occallon, 
to the Trade and Navigation of Great Britain : That that 
great Spring, from which the Wealth and Profperity of the 
Publick flows, will be obllrufted, and the Mercantile Part of 
the Nation become not only lefs abi^ to trade to Advan- 
tage, but unwilling to trade at all ; fince no Perfon, who can 
enjoy all the Privileges of a Britifh Subje*^ out of Trade, 
even with a fmall Fortune, will voluntarily renounce fbme 
of the moft valuable of thofe Privileges, by fubjefting himfeif 
to the Laws of Excife : That the Pqtiyoners are able tp 
fliew, that thefe their Apprehenfions are founded both in Ex- 
perience and in Reafon ; and therefore praying, that the 
Houfe will be pleafed to hear them by their Counfel againft 
the faid Bill.' 

rhis Petition being brought up and read at the Table, 
Sir John Barnard immediately rofe up, and ihewcd how ^'^J^^?^.""* 

11^- A ry ' c T I 11 \* moves for allowing 

much the City and Citizens of London, a? well as all CounfeitothcCity 
the other trading Part of the Nation, would be aiFeaed by voi^f*& p^u- 
the Bill for altering the Method of raifing the Duties, pay- ^°"- 
able upon Tobacco, and how juft Reafons they had to infift ^^^"^ ^""• 
upon being heard by their Counfel againft it ; and concluded 
with a Motion for granting them Leave to be heard by their 
Counfel, if they thought fit. 'In Oppofition to this Motion, 
Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Winnington, sir r. Waipoic, 
Mr Talbot, Sir. Philip Yorke, Sir William Yonge, and Mr Mr'wm'SngiS; 
Henry Pelham, infilled, * That it had always been the Prac^ sS* p)«iiJ Vorfce, 
tice of the Houfe, never to receive any Petitions, and much ^^ winiam Vonge, 
Icis to admit Counfel to be heard^, againft any Bill for impo- ' ^^ * » 
iing Taxes upon the Subject ; for that if any fuch Thing 
were to be admitttd, it would be impoilible ever to pals 
any fuch BUI, becaufe there would bb fo many different Peti- 
tions prefent^ againft it,* by thofe who were to be fubje6k 
thereto, that it would be impoifible to hear Counfel feparate- 
\y upon every fuch Petition, within the ufual Time of the 
Continuance of one Seffion of Parliament : . And that in re- 
fufing to admit Counfel to be heard, there could be no In- 
convenience, becaufe every Man, and cvtry Body of Men, 
had their Repr^fentatives in that Houfe, who certainly would 
reprefent their Cafe to the Houfe, if any particular Hard- 
fhip was to be put upon them by any Bill then before the 
Houfe.' In Anlwer to this, Mr Sandys, Mr GibbQn, Mr mJ^Sj 
A a a 2 Bootle^ 



AiweAc.*, n. tootle, Mr Pultcncy, Sh William Wynd ham, Mr Walter 
^_,^^— ^ Pltimcr, MrHeathcote, and Mr Wpdham replied, ' That th« 
Mt Bocrtie, Houfe had never pretended to any general Cuftom of refufiiig 

i!l w^' w?Adhi5i, Pcotions, except againll thofe Bills which were called Moncy- 

UE Sl^ic^er"' ^^^^^* ^^' ^^ *° ^^y^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ brought in for 
m wyaoh^. raifing Money for the current Service of the Year ; and that 
even as to them there were many Precedents, where the 
Hoiife had admitted the Parties, whom they thought to hnve 
a real Intcreft therein, to be heard by iheir Counfel sgalnft 
the palliTig of fuch Bills : That the admitting of Coutifcl 
even in fuch Cafes could never prevent die palling of fuch 
Bills, bccayfe the Houfe could always order all P.irtics peti- 
tioning to be heaid at one Time ? and could give fuch Di- 
Te£tioTL5, tlmt it wottld never take up many Days lo hear 
every Thing, that could be objeflcd by every one of the 
Parties petitioning : That tho^ every Part of the Nation had 
their Reprcfentatives in that Houfe, yet it was well known* 
I hat fpeaking in Publick was a Talent that every Man was 
not endowed with, [See ^o/. I. /. 244.] from whence it might 
happen, that the particular Perfons, or Part of the Nation, 
to be aggrieved by what was pa fling in the Houfe, might 
not have any fuch Members as were proper to lay their 
Cafe fully atjd dearly before the Houfe ; and that therefore, 
even as to Money- Bi lb, it was proper to admit Parties to 
be heard againft them, when it appeared that they were very 
particularly interefted therein : And that as to the Cafe 
then before them, there was not the lea ft Pretence for re- 
fufmg the Defire of the Petition, becaufe the Billj againft 
whkh k w^$ prefcnted^was no Money 'Bdl ; for it was granted 
by the Advocates for the Bill 1 Jt was even infilled on as the 
gfeateft Argument for it, that there v^^ere no new Duties to 
be impofed j that it was a Bill only forakeringthe Method of 
colleOing the Taxes already impofed ; and therefore it could 
never be pretended, that there was any Pra^ice or Cuikim of 
the Hoirfe for refuiiDg to admit Parties interefted to be heard 
againft fuch a Bill : That if there had been fuch a Cuilom 
introduced, it ought not to be obferved, tfpecially when fuch 
a coniidemblc Body, aa the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council of the City of London, come with an 
humble Petition to be heard againft a Bi!!, which they 
thought would not only be highly injurious to them in 
particular, but deftrudive of the Trade and Commerce of 
tlic whole Nation/ 

In this Debate there were many Precedents brought 

by Mr Siindys, Mr Gibbon, and Mr Bootle, where the 

Houfe had rcceivM Petitions, and admitted Counfel to be 

" feeard again A Money -Bills : There were I ike wife Prece- 

dcnta bought by S\i ^i^^am Yq^^i sad Mi Wiimingtont 
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where the fame had been Tefufed. Then the Que/lion being 
put, for allowing the Petitioners to be heard by i.heir Counfel 
again ft the BsN, it was carried in the Negative, by 214. 
againft 197. After which it was owicred that the faid Pe- 
titian Jhould lie upon the Table^ until the fzii Bill fhotild 
be read a fecond Time, 

Jpti/ 1 1 . A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council of the Town of Nottingham, againft the Ex- 
cjfe-Bil), was prefented to the Houle and read, which 
was aUb ordered to lie upon the Table : After this a Petition 
of the City of Coventry was prefented to the Houfe and 
md, which was Hkcwife ordered to ]ic on the Table, 

Then the Order of the Day being read for the fecond 
Reading of the faid Bill, the Serjeant at Arms was order'd 
to go into the Court of Rcquefts and the other ufual Pkccs, 
and fummon the Members there to attend the Service of the 
Houfe ; and he being returned, inltead of reading the Bill a 
fecond Time, a Motion was made by Sir Robert Walpole, 
that the ikid Bill n>ouJd be read a fecond Time upon the 
X2th of June : Tho*, by this Motion, it evidently appeared 
that the Bill was defign* d to be dropt ; yet fome Members, 
who had from the Beginning appeared flrenuoufly againft it^ 
were for having it rejected : But this Propofition did not 
come to a QueiUon, fo that the firft Motion was agreed to 
without Oppofition, 

Jprii 1 2. Complaint was made to the Houfe by feveral 
Members, u lio had voted in Favour of the Excife-Bi!l, that 
a tumultuous Crowd of People had been aflembled together 
the Night before, and feveral Days during the SefTion, in 
the Court of Requcils, and other Avenues to the Houfe i 
and that they thcmfelves and feveral other Members of the 
Houfe had been, in their Return from the Houfe, me- 
naced, infulted, and aifaulted, by a tumultuous Crowd of 
People in m oft of the PafTages to the Houfe : Hereupon 
it was refoived Nrm. Cen. L That the aflauldng, infulting, 
or menacing any Member of the Houfe, in coming to or 
going from the Houfe, or upon the account of his Beha- 
viour in Parliament, was a high Infringement of the Pri- 
vilege of the Houfe i a moft outrageous and dangerous Vio- 
lation of the Rights of Parliament ; and a htgh Crime and 
Mifdemeanor. II. That the aifembling and coming of any 
Number of Perfons in a riotous, tumultuous^ and diforderly 
Mmncicr to the Houfe^ in order either 10 hiuder or promote 
the piBng of any Bill, or other Matter depending before the 
Houfe, was a high Infringement of the Privilege of the 
Houfe ; deft:ru£Hve of the Freedom and Conf^tution of 
Parliament ; and a high Crime and Mifdemeanor. HI. That 
the inciting and encouraging any Nttmbcr of Pcifons to 
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Anu«e. oso.li. come in a riotous, tumultuous, and diforderly Manner to the 
l_ i-^-ii J Houfe, in order either to hinder or promote the pafling of 
any Bill or otner Matter depending before the Houfe, was 
a high Infringement of the Privilege of the Houfe ; dc- 
flrudiveof the Freedom and Conftitution of ParUam«nt ; 
• and a high Crime and Mifdemeanor. 

•cvena Order* Then it was ordered, I. That the Members for the City 

ttenpon. ^j London, ihould iignify the faid Refolutions to the Lord 
Mayor. II. That the Members for the Councy of Middle- 
fex, fhould fignify the faid Refolutions to the Sheriff of Mid- 
dlesex. III. That the Members for Weftminfter, fhould fig- 
nify the (aid Refolutions to the High fiailifFof Weilminfler. 
j^i/ 13. This being the Day appointed for the Houfe 
JSw^S^tte* ^° rcfolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to 
winejiadeto the coniider ferther of the moil proper Methods for the better 
mg^offlSe^ife Security and Improvement of the Duties and Revenues^ then 
StSS^d^Q^ ^ charged on and made Dayable from Tobacco and Wines, a 
Motion was made, for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into the faid 
Conmiittee, on the 14th of June ; and the Queftion being put 
on thc'faid Motion, it was reiolv'd in the Affirmative, by 1 1 8 
againfl 76. By this Rcfolution, that Part of the Excife- 
Scheme, which related to the Duties on Wines, was entirely 
Uidafide. 
TheHcmfcrefoire, Jpril i^. Upon the Motion of Mr Perry, the Houfe re- 
That ^^G^JJjJ*^^ folv'd, Nem. Con, That a Committee be appointed to ia- 
appointcd to inquire quire into the Frauds and Abufcs in the Cufboms : Then it 
tt^^"^ was farther refolv'd. That the Number of the faid Com^ 
mittee be Twenty-one, to be chofen by Balloting. 
Jfril 20. A Petition of the Druggifts, Grocers, and others 
Dj^«"incSftS* dealing ^^ ^^^^^» ^^ ^"^ Chocolate, was prefentcd to the 
^ISa?£^J? Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, * That by an Ad of the loth 
lAwa, relating to YcEi of King George I. intitled, Jn A3 for repealitig 
tliafc Commodities. ^^^ /)«//« therein mentioned, payable upon Coffee, &c. 
imported^ and for granting certain Inland Duties in lieu there- 
of, ifc, the Petitioners were made to hope, that the Dudes a- 
rifing from the faid Conunodities would be better fecured, and 
the fnterefl of the fair Trader better fupported : But that the 
Petitioners had found themfdves, from fatal Experience, 
fulijeded to Laws mofl oppreffive and injurious to Trade ; 
were deprived of the Privilege of Juries $ fubjedled to 
the judicial Determination of Conmiiffioners, and to the In- 
quifidon and Infpedtion of Peribns unknown to them, who 
entered their Houfes at Pleafure, and to whom they were 
made accountable fbr-all their Dealings ; and after having 
paid Duty for thdr Goods, had not Liberty to fell the {ame 
without Permits ^om the Officers of Excife, expreffing the 
Names and Places of Abode of the Buyers and SeSersj 
to the ^reat Daxna^ o^ t\v& ^tXtia^xAs^^ ^sdthie eiq^fing 
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the Extent and Circumfbnces of their Trade to the faid Of* 
ficc rSf and to whomfoever they thouglit fit to CDmrnunicate 
the f^ijne^ were fubjeft to fevere Forftitures for Errors 
or ISt^kftof Entries in their Books, which were abfolxitdy 
i^navciiur^ble ; Mid were moreover, by a Claufe m an Aft of 
he 1 1 til of King George I. liable to be examined upon 
^Oath 10 aching the Entries m iheir Books, and in Cafe of 
I Ne^e£l or Refiiial were Jubjcft to heavy Fines : That by 
I thtfc Grievances the Petitioners, as they conceivedj were in 
I a worfe Condition than any of hi^ Majefty's Subjedls ; and 
^^ that the tbndeitine Importation of Tea was never at a greater 
^P Height than at the pre fent Time, to the Prejudice of the 
' Revenue J and the Ruin of the fair Traders, who only were 

ifubje^ to thofe oppreflive Laws ; therefore praying that 
jthe Houfe would give them fuch Relief^ as to their great 
Wifdom ihould feem meet.' Then a Motion being made, _ _ 
pud the Que (I ion put. That the Petition be referred to a ![" J''*'J^'*i'^' 
Committee of the whole Houfe j it pa fled in the Negative, ^tiTc 
fcy 150 r^g^iinll 150. 
Jpni z^. The Lord Vere Beauderk reported the Names Nim£fofthrCo!ii. 
of the Committee, appointed to inquire into the Frauds and kquLc^^fli'u^tht'' 
Abufes in the Cu Horns, viz. Sir John Cope, Bart. Mr Clui- ^ 
terbuck, Sir William Clayton, Bart. Mr Stephen Fox, 
iJtAt Edgcombe, lion. Mr Henry Pel ham. Sir John Heath- 
Dte, Bart* Sir Philip Yorke, Mr Clayton, Hon. Mr 
J Anthony Lcfrvther, Sir George Oxen den, Bart. Mr Talbot, 
iGen, Wade, Mr Campbell of Pern brokelh ire, Mr Duncan 
[Forbes, Sir Tho. Frankland, Bart. Mr Winningron, Lord 
IHervey, Mr Doddington, Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir 
William Vonge, Bart, every one of whom had voted for the 
lExdfe'Scheme : But there having been two principal Lifls 
repar^d on this Occafion, the Reader will find the Names 
pf thofe Members who were proposed on the contrary Side, 
ith the Number of Votes for each Litl, in the AP' 
*ENDIX. • 

Jpril zj. A Motion was madcj, Thiit the Directors of the MBtYinfor mi 
Duth-Sea Company ihould lay before theHoufc^ an Account Mi^^cj ryi^on 
pf what Sums of Money, South-Sea Stock, and South-Sea L'mh'si^jfirJifj^ 
Annuities had been received from the TruHces, for raifrng ^''' '^*°' 
loney on the Ellates of the late Diretlor5 of the Sonth-^ea 
[Company afld others ; dillingniihing the Time of fuch Re- 
ripts, and the Application thereof, with all the Orders and 
Directions of the General Courts of tlie faid Company, re- 
lating to the Difpofition thereof But the Qucilion being put, 
^|t pafs'd in the Negative* 

" April ^o. An engrofs'd Bill, Ttf pre^tHt the infamsm Ocbarc conccrniT^ 
PraHite ef Si&ciJMimgf was read the third Time, and a t;, !n'jvif.Xi?/.f# 
Motion being made. That |hc Bill do pafs; the fy.m.e v.-^ q^ <r5iari,«iti»t. 
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Aino6. Geo.lL posM bv Mr Glanvllle, who ilood up, and /poke as fol* 
l.,J22^^ ibws : r 1- 

Mr Speaker, 
Mroiaaviiie. ' There is, in my ppinion, a very great Hardfhip to be 

pat, by the Bill now before us, upon the Proprietors of 
the Publick Funds. As the Law now (lands, a Gentleman 
may fell his Eilate, a Merchant or Tradefman may fell his 
Goods, eveiy Man may difpofe of his Property by a Bar- 
gain for Tim^e, or in whatever Manner he pleafes : Bat by 
this Bill the Creditors of the Publick, thofe who have put 
their Truft in the Publick Faith, are to be laid under a par- 
ticular Reftraint i a Reftraint which tkey were no way fub- 
je6l to when they lent their Money to the Publick ; and from 
henceforth they muft not difpofe of their Property, but in 
the particular Manner by this Bill prefcribed f 

* I am, Sir, as great an Enemy to Stockjobbing as any 
Gentleman in this Houfe, and for preventing that pemidoos 
Practice I fhall be glad to join in any Meafures, which are 
not defb-udive to PuUick Credit, and injurious to private 
Perfons, with refpcft to the free Ufe of their Property : 
But, as I think the Meafures propofed by this Bill will cer- 
tainly be deftru£tive of the one, and injurious to the other, 
therefore I cannot let it pafs, without taking the Liberty of 
offering my Obje6lions againfl it. 

' It is in all Cafes a great Hardfhip put upon People, to 
Aibjedl them to Penalties, which may often by meer Ignorance 
be incurred : But in this Cafe, the Hardihip is the greater, 
becaufe there are many Proprietors of the Publick Funds, 
particularly Women, who cannot be prefumed to be Readers 
of Afts of Parliament : They put an entire Confidence in 
their Brokers, and, if the Broker happens to negle& fome 
of the Forms prefcribed, the moft innocent Perfons may be 
brought under |;rcat Penalties. Nay, I may fay, that if 
this Bill pafTes mto a Law, it will always be in the Power 
of two or three Brokers, to fubjed thofe that employ them 
to the fevere Penalties to be enaAed by this Bill $ for if, two 
Brokers ihould combine together, and enter in their Books 
a Bargain for Time, as made between two of their Corre- 
ipondents, they might eafily get a third Peribn to combine 
with them, and to inform againft the prefumed Buyer and 
Seller ; the Brokers Books fworif to by the Brokers, whom 
they ufually employed, would be a ftrong Proof againft 
them ; and thus two innocent Men might be brought to fuf^ 
fer feverely for an Agreement, which had never entered into 
either of their Heads. i 

* It often happens. Sir, that a Gendelnan,. who fbrefees 
Aat he (hall have Ufe for his Money in three or four Months 
Time, is weU &Ll\a&ed v«\xk the Price his Stock then bean ; 
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ke cannot then fell oot his Stock for ready Afoney, becanft ab»6. oef.ii. 
hb does not know what to do with his Money in the niean ^ , ^? *^ 
Time : Bat as the Law now flands, he may take Advantage 
of the then current Price of Stock, he may fell it oat at that. 
Price, or perhape at an advanced Price, to be delivered only 
when he knows he ihaH have Occafion for the Money j this 
he acquaints his Broker of, and the Broker may probably' 
find him out a Man who likes the then current Price, and 
expeds Money to be thrown into his Hands in three or four 
Months, which he reiolves to employ in that Fund : In this 
Cafe the Buying and Selling for Time is convenient for both, 
and it is not to be queftioned, but that many are encou- 
ragged to become Porchafers of Stock upon this very Account i 
therefore the forbidding of any fuch Agreement for the fu- 
ture, will not only prdve to be an Inconvenience to many^ 
who are now pofTcfled of Stock, but will prevent (bme Peo- 
ple becoming Purchafers, which, of Confequence, will do 
Harm to the Publick Credit of the Nation. 

* It is well known, Sir, that the chief Support of the 
Credit of our Publick Funds is owing to the ready Accefs 
People have, at all Times, to the Money they have there 
lodged : But this ready Acceis will, by this Bill, be made 
Very precarious to all thofe, who (hall hereafter be obliged to 
fell at once all the Property they have in any particular 
Fund : For, if the Purchafer ihould hXL to comply with his 
Agreement, the Seller cannot, upon the Transfer-Day, com- 
pound the Difference with him, and fell out his Stock to 
bother, in order to raiie the Money he has immediiate Uie 
for : No, he muft fue the Man he fells to, and for that End 
he mufl make a Transfer of his Stock, which. Transfer muft 
fiand upon the Books during the whole Continuance of the 
Suit ; he cannot in the mean Time fell his Stock to another^ 
for if he did h, he would not be able to (hew at the Try al, 
tha^ he had made a (pecifical Performance on his Part, and 
confequently he woiud certainly be nonfuited, and obliged 
to pay Cofts. This, Sir, will be a moft intoleraUe Grie- 
vance upon all the Proprietors of our Publick Funds, and 
will make many of them refolve to turn their Money to 
fome other Ufe. 

* I muft be of Opinion, that the making a Law to pre- 
vent Men*8 .coming to an amicable Compofition of any Dif- 
ference that may be between them, feems to me fomething 
extraordinary. This will be fuch a Difcouragement, that 
no Man, I believe, will chufe to become a Purchafer of any 
of our Funds, when he knows that he cannot afterwards fell 
out his Stock, without expofing himfelf to the Danger of 
being involved in a Law-Suit, to which he Is by Law ex- 
prefly prohibited to put any End by an amicable Agree- 

Vol. IL Bbb xs«as.^ 
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AAio L (ko. n. Aekt : Atid if a tWcliafer fitditifd, bV ^^ ])i?^^y^t»&i!, 

^ ^^^^ y \k difefifea to Cohtj[>1^ V^^ith M Pakkfe he had c6icfe; bai 

^ utar WiflShj^ tt pAJ dom, in read^ Moia^y, iKe DifferttfceL 

i*Mch hri^C ridC, jtrii^, ittiodni itf five Poitf A, it \mli 

hk ^irf &^rd to 65fige him to 6iM oiit a ti[^-S(dt to tlit 

vefy Uif> iehkh virould co^ hi'm, £t le^fl", tf^bfe ^t MoVii^. 

« 'tiit Ckdie, Sir, of ofeligirtg a Marti to atefvt^fcr upoli 

Oath, i# a Caft ^hWfc jgf eat Periiltrcs ifiay fee ihtatrtd, fectf s 

llfi:e^*rife c6' rtie titf be a very n^w afid a ^ery fe^hradrdihaiy Sdrt 

of Clafcffe ; fijfr it ?s tio i^ay coixteirafht to* ihe Spirit of our tom, 

t6 olbjigb any M^iii to a'ccufe hiiitirdif :• And tis it Uy^ i, Fotiii- 

-^ datidtt fqir c^ery ?cHbii, that is niclih'd to te iftalicious, io 

b^irij^ a iilt in Chancery' againft any Man, ^h6 is' 6i ^ViS 

was poffelTed of a:ny of the Publick Furtds j it WiSi coiife- 

cpiendy be a grtat Difcouragement to Any }^ixCt btonnmg 

a Purchafer, or continuing to be a Prop'ti^tot of thofe Funds, 

aftd W\\i of courfe tend to" the Dtftriiaten of all Public 

Credit. 

«' Another Hardfhip I fliafl take l^c^ice of, is, Sir, that if 
nhis M 1^^, no Mail for iht futdr6 tan einf^oV a fcter- 
cliant to buy or (ell Stock for him ; for if a Merdlant 
ihouid be ^mplby^d, and ftiould charge Coimmifiibn for his 
Troi^Mc, he wcfald Jricur fome of thfe Penalties of itis B81 -, 
uUkfs he kept a regiilar Book, and faifly eht^^d therein all 
fuch Tfanfaciiohs, in the fs^me Manner as Broker^ are hf 
this iill obliged to do. 

• All theft, Sir, a^e M^dfhips, whieh I think th6 Credi- 
tors of tfe Publitk ought hdt to be fubjcdled to, and flicrc- 
fore I cainriot give niy Confent to thfe paffing of thi^ Bill. 1 
^outd fbo'ncr hdvc taken Noticfc of thefe Things, but thert 
happeiied to ht fiicli a Noife and Disturbance w the Hoafe« 
both upon the fecoiid Readliig of this Bilf, and likewife when 
it Wa^ in the Committee, that I could not expeft to be 
heard ; ahd th^r^fbf e I did not theh ri(b iip to fay any thing 
againft it.* 

tiraowies. tAr Gl^iiivitle ^^as fecdhded by MrBov^les ; and back'd by 

fliccafwaU. Sir Georse Caif^l, sis fo11ov(^s, 
Mr Speaker, 

* It is evident, that this Bill will be extremely Incoiivfeiii^ht 
to all the Proprietors of Dealers in any of our PulUick Se- 
curities : The Wdrds of it are fo general, that I do hot knb'W 
but thit eveA Kavy-Bills, and Contfafb for {urhiftiin^ £h^ 
Navy With I^rovifloiis, Will be Comprehended ; and if they 
are, the ufual way of t)ealiiig in fuch Afiairs will be ^ntir^- 
1/ prevented, Which itiay be of dangerous Cbnfeqiience to 
the Nation ; for it is Well knoWn, that thofe Whb contraQ 
for fornifiiihg the Navy with ProViiionSy feldcmi or fiever 
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have as mucji Moi^^ Qftbsir ow;i, fis h iiiffigfent $u: iig9»!fa;ii)g Anno p. £^./i. 
jgood tJb^ Cor^tr^ ^tiey ^ ii^r inip. It Is ^uaji ,% |i j|^ l^JT^ui,^^ 
wbo ]ia9 not perH^ps i b,ooQ 1. of his onivii, to content 
for ftrnifl^ Jt^e N^vy jyii^ AO^Oflp 4. wbr^f^ pif J^W- 
fious ; ^ in fych C^fe? fi,^ Me^od ftl^?y^ ^iti^.to ,q^ 
ferved is, for the Coiitra6lor, as fooii as h^ ^ mifu^ jmic^ 
•Contract, tq ga to foi^e xi^Qf^ed J^9^> W^9 fum'iQ^c^ &ini 
.with wl^^t Money he it^nd^ in qeea of, upon j|^s l:ie|CO.nv^ 
bound ifo;r the Money ^fiyipcod ,\vif;ii luCer^S ^G|in ^ D^e ; 
ai^ obJgjj^ing V^^^ ^ ddiv^er Nav^-i^iUs, at jth^ fricj^ j^Qfi 

J& Intereft tjfatt ^all in jthp meaji i^ ^W '^UP- 

* 1:j|^cjte ^iUsr, Sir. I iook o^ as tMifk Ssf^ffi/^, bf!^?9^ 
tl\ey .are generally every Yefj pi;bvj4e4 % fiy jKyliaflipiit ; 
'^fl ^ctjewe I .t|^e tj^exp (to hp' Wf^ctiiui thf <ge'^(;p/ ^at^v 
of Jthi? |Biil ; (U^'as all %h ]^ y^ry a grf^ d^al. ip 
ttieir i'r^ce, uifoAQUoh, Sjr/ tl^^t I hav^e kijipwn tfi^ at 
.^C J. ptrCiui. Rifco.!^, it\wiU ftr .% X^itiije ie imippf- 
jUble for thofe, who contrail for i[^cniffij^lg jthe I$avy )^'^ 
P/oviA^^ .to ^nt^- into any fuc;h ^'f^^^'^':^ vof^- 
|i^d Man vvhatever ; conreq.uently do Man jca^ Jboopaf^r 
contra^ lor f^rnifhing ihe Nf^ry, ^witjii more Pxpyi^ons thi^i 
IvB C^ pwiclt^ w^^ ^^s <>^ Ntot^ey, whic^ jtyiU of conrfe 
xnake ^ providu^.fc^ the ji^avy wuch n^cwe dl^cHb than 
ierctpfojce. Tiuf, Sir/ is "one i^ery gqe^' IiMpnir^biwcc 
which mull arife from this Bill; \^t thc^c itt Sf^ jo^i^ Qtibei?* 
^hat^ in my Opii\iQQ, the TiOe of jJ^c 6ill oi^t to jbc alter- 
ed, and indead of calling it p Sill for px^rvjeiitatig tl^ fcan- 
.dalou? Prance of Stock jobbing, it .ought ^ be ^alle^^i B^ 
for Ae .dstl^y^'ig ^^ Publick Credit/ 

Ij(cirqupon Sir John fi^WP^ Aqpd .up in ,Favocur ^f the BiU» sir John Bamanu 

«*dJSiid, 

Mr Speaker, 
^ { did lK>c offer. Sir, .£9 rife up fooncr, b^caufe as ;Wc a^ 
jP9iSf,fpqn the third filing q^ this ^Ul, againft which the^fe 
•Wepce &V or^ioObjft^ipns m^dc in any Part of jits IVg^^fs 
Xhj^v^ this HQu(e, 1 H;p,s ^wiltj(nE fo hear ^ ^ Qbjf |5o|t3 
rfiftt we^;c to l^ie ,^idc ^^i^inflt it^ q^fcj^e l^pfe up,^» ?»(vw" ; 
,tlM\t J flVJfht ti^^b;^ g^ve yqu ^ J^rfe TjouhU as tioffiblf . 
;X ^,.^i(^oed^ {t^l7.edto hearty Cf^jaljlani^iiay* Uift 
th(:];e was iipQ" fli^y Occaiw fuc^ a ^NQ^e in jjic Ji^ui^ ,ij>f t 
jjie^Mq^opt beixe^d \ ix is true, wl^Cf a JBill i^ p^(Eng, 
^i^ich V thougbt to lie ^ 331 pf caar(g, ^^J^e arje^t ^ 
^Genfijleqiep ^vc gi:eat 'Attention to it ; ansi npqn fuch Q^cf * 
fibns, .when Gentlemen arie not och^rvyife .cinjiioy*d, thfy 
]^U fyl^ talking with one another, which jii^ll of courfe oc- 
.^0|P fame little IMo^fe ui ^ Uoufe : But ,px|ry (C^entl^ivm 
JmiKfV 4ira< vpoQ ^x UKQh Occa£qp, #flc;iVr 4n4H)^ A^ 
B b b 2 fpoJK 
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(pC3k to the Bill in Hand, mny rife up smd call to the Chair. 
It ifi then the Duty of the Chkit to order Silence, and then 
the Houfc will become attdntive to the Gentleman who b to 
ipeak- This is the Method of proceeding in this Houfe ; and 
this^ Sir, you have always taken a proper Care to fee punc^ 
tuallf obfcrved, 

* I wilh. Sir, with all my Heart, that the Gentlemen had 
made theif ObjefHons to this Bill, when it was before the 
Committee ; for then it might have been made to their own 
Liking, if it be poffible to make any iuch Bill to their Lik- 
ing. When any Bill is brought into this Hoafe, ft is ufaaJ 
^r all Gentlemen, who have a mind that fome Bill of that 
Kactire fliould pafs, to make their Objedions to the Parts of 
it they find Fault With, either upon the fecond Readings 
or upon its being committed ; bccaufe, that if their Objec- 
tions be well founded, fnch Amendments may be then made 
to the Bill, as may obviate all Objeftions that can be rea- 
fonably made againft it : But when Gentlemen have no mind 
that any Bill of that Nature {hould pafs, k is well known 
that they referve all their Objections to the very laft^ in or- 
der to throw out the Bill upon it& third Reading. For this 
Keafon I mnil, Sir, have fome Sufpicion, that thofe Gen- 
tlemen, who now begin to make their Obje^ons agalnll 
the Bill we have at prefent before us, have no mind that 
any fuch Bill fbouM pafs, as would cffedually put an End to 
the Praflice of Stock-jobbing. 

* I find. Sir, it is granted upon all Hands, that the Prac- 
^tice of Stockjobbing is pernicious to the Trade, and to the 
'People of this Nation : This then is an Evil that ought to 

be remedied, if poljible i and by the Bill now before us, we 
are, at leaft we propofe, to remedy thb EvtI. Now, Sir, in 
all fuch Cafes, it is certain that no Remedy can be propofed, 
but what will be attended with fome Inconveniencies, and 
'therefore we are to confider on which Side the Balance lies i 
Hfvhcther the Inconveniences, defign'd to be remedied by the 
Law propofed, are mare confiderable than the Inconveniences 
that may be occafioned thereby ; or if the lail be more con- 
fiderable than the firft ? If we judge that the firft are the moil 
confiderable, we are forely to pa^ the BiH, notwithftanding 
-^ thofe Inconveniences that may be occafioncd thereby : If wc 
^^dgc that the laft are the moft conJideraWo, we are to 
* throw out the Bill ; and rather continue under the Ibrmer 
^fivil than fubj^ ourfelves to a greater. This* Sir, i» cer- 
tainly the proper Kuie to judge by in the prefent Cafe* ai^d 
'^therefore by this Rule let the Bill now before us be fried, 
- * The many bad Confequcnccs of Stockjobbing are, I be* 
Hieve, well known i and that it is high time to put an End 
'-fQ that iiifamoti^ Ptailke^ isi what I hope, moft Gentlemea 
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jn this Hoofe arc convinced of. It is a Lottery, or rather a ^'^^^^^ "• 
Gamiog-Hoafe, publickly fet op in the Middle of the City - 
of London, by which the Heads of our Merchants and 
Tradeiinen are turned from getting a livelihood or an 
Efiate, by the honeft Means of Induftry and Frugality ; and 
are enticed to become Gamefters by the Hopes of getting an 
Efbte at once. It is, Sir, not only a Lottery,, but a Lottery 
of the very worft Sort ; becaufe it is always in the Power of 
the principal Managers to bellow the Benefit-Tickets as they 
have a mind. It is but lately fince, by the Arts and Prac*. 
tices of Stockjobbing, the Eafl-India Stock was run op to 
200 L per Cent, and in a liule Time after it tumbled down 
again below 1 50I. feveral Millions were loft and won by this 
fin^ Job, and many poor Men were undone ; fi> bare-&c*d were 
ibme Men, at that Time, in the infamous Pradtice of Stock- 
jobbing, that, after that Stock beffan to fall, they fold it 
cheaper for Time than for ready Money ; which no Mam 
would have done, unlefs he had been made acquainted with 
the Secret which came afterwards to be unfolded, but was 
then known to a very few. 

' We know. Sir, how apt Mankind are in their own Na- 
ture to become Gamefters ; but to this Game of Stodgob- 
bing, our Merchants, Tradefmen, and Shop-keepers are 
prompted not only by their own Inclinations, but aUb by 
lome of their Acquaintance, who have taken up the Tra& 
of being Brokers in Exchange-Alljey. It is natural for Men 
to endeavour to make the moft of the Bufine(s they purfue ; 
and where there are fuch a Number of Broken, we may be- 
lieve that fome of them do endeavour to perfuade all thofe 
of their Acquaintance |o become Stockjobbers. The Broker 
comes perhaps to the Merchant, and talks to him of the 
many Fatigues and Dangen, the mat Trouble and the (hiaD 
Profits, that are in the way of Trade ; and after having 
done all he can to pat the Man out of Conceit with his own 
Bufinels, which is often too eafily effeded, he then tells 
him, that if he will allow him to dig for him in the rich 
Mine of Exchange- Alley, he may get more for him in a Day 
than he could |;et by his Trade in a Twelvemonth. Thus 
the Merchant is perfuaded ; he eneiges, he goes on for fome 
Time, but never knows what he is doing w he is quite 
midone i his juft Creditors are foipriscd s what, fay tney, 
this Man had a cood Stock to begin with, he has had a 
good Trade for feveral Years, he never lived extravagantly, 
what is become of his Efiefb and Money ? They inquire, 
they feaixh into his Aflfairs, and at laft perhaps lYicy find out, 
that the whde was gam*d away by his Broker in Exchange- 
Alley, 

* This, 



^opfi^^lt- ' Tb^9 ^'^9 ^f^Yf fPT w^t I Isno^, '^o^J^aSi Publick 
''**' 7 i^ic4jf for ^ Tjw ; bvt I iw^ five it is a gi^ Difcourag^- 
ffffifit to T;;9^r, \|vbicb is ij^ clijief, tlie only (olid Sy|^t gf 
PubUck i:;^^^ apd it tf tb(S Rj^ of all private Credit ; k 
^roys tb^ Mutual Faith ^uaoQnf^ Mcsrcbants^ b^ wl^iidi Ofpf 
^ 'tfsdfi R^ he jnade to proi^r ajnd ^oiirifti. This, S;r^ 
ifij^jfioinai^ifk Eyjl, an ^yil wkix^f 4^o" fa(;al in its Co^/c- 
iyTf3iy/V>» ^^ ^C9 npt p^rliaps iA^inedi^tely dra^y any ^os^ 
4^ of tb^ if ftioo ; bu^ thie^ is a (oreigi) Evil a^tt^duig d\p 
da^e fif SWcJcjrili^inp, Iw wWch tke Nation may ,be "pli^- 
' 4fr€4 of W^ft .Sapju» pf Uo^cy a,t on^x. It is^ by tjie means 
ifSfp^^lf)hm^ ;^way9 in the Power pf every tofeifip Cguit, 
$p f^ .Gc^ribu^oQjs jyftqo tUs Nation whenever they pl^e ; 
Th^ We tio ffipic tQ 4q ojat to ,i^ oyer,' an4 order ^ 
ff^ d|;al.of ^k tp ijp foJd gut %t the copent Pjiqe fiv 
jHHifip thm mfp 9f^ 41aim of tb^ Pnsitep^er^ qr fome pffh 
]^liino^ hf whicji they m^y makfi all our P^Uick pands ^H 
ferjl^aps ^o J. pfr Cent. i^Ki fo pui^chafe Stock ^o 1. j/fr Cent, 
fj^iyy tba^ ithc^ i'^ f in orde;- to perjfonin tl\eir P^ i)i 
the Contra^ they had before ma4e for Xime, Thjf^, S^, 
jjam my Wfkt a fiafy^ .of f be fajl oif ojo^ PubUck Fxu^ ; 
fn4 A3 IViey koow fxft wj|;usp the Alarm \yiU blo^ ^^, they 

' /1lidEe> Si;-, ^ b^X a jGb.w of t|^e many Inco^ycmences 
fiifU psiSJt 0/ Sioci^oWng. Give jpoe leave pow t9 ^ucainii^ 
^Ij^e I^cony^c^ce^i wbjbqb» 'tispretex^ed^ will |(e occ^Lon^ 
Pf fkf^t^fl^ of this Bin iotQ a l^. As .to tl^ rnl a^ 
jhan(eft&i»iit(v:3.(^ I j^ve as g^qi't Vftegs^ 

ibf ^ Fajtfa, ^hich .ought ito be pefer^e^ tp^r^ tjijaa^ as 
jyov pctntlemajQ ;K/|iateyiqr : I /ball i\eyer bp fyx ^oing anv 
Tnii^ that pay jeffi^n their S^ecui-jity^ as to the Paymdit c;^- 
jtt^ <5| lii^r f ri^cipil Qf Jjiterdt, and I wifh thgt cveiy 
C^Htj^xo^ jfi tJus ^Qujfe wcjc of the fame ,Mmd : Bui c^ . 
it he i^^f ihM the ^akv^^ f^di Ki^^nlacipjj?, as the Publidc 
4^oo4 pequires for ^e tr^nsferriog gf their Property fjom 
,pae 10 ajaotho-, h ^y Iiripq^dimeiit of the PiibUcJc Faith ? 
*ffhe prevfrjtiAg qf S^tgckjobb^i^ is fo far fcoj^i being a 
J^ach of pHbEwi faith, ,il^ J aro fare it U what ail the 
Jb^^^t .Q:c4itcir3 pf the pab\ick wifli at^d i4eiire ; ^and as 
ji^t: k Qqt%ig ip the ^1 th^ cehi be a iHardfii^ ^appti aay 
4ir Pixtchaft^ Of ,S.elIe[r^ it wpl be fo f^ frogi bei.^g de- 
^^sy^ive ito Publick O^^ijiij, thax it .will rathqr tncrq^ it; 
becs^tfe it will m^c ,tbe '\^lue of ev^ry |t4^n's property in 
• |;he Pi^blickfvujds j^e ^^je^ts^ia ^ud j^v^ri^ble. All d^fe, 
^4)o fc^TJtc.^o Qtliw Aira byt to receive their Plvidends punc- 
j^ii^/, ^d to J^y,e i^qir prJuMppJ Moi^ey Xec^re^ cbo^fc to 
be in that Fund which is fiibje<£t to the feweii and leaft M|i- 
iSfha^ i aiui thii is the Reafon chat we always fee the An- 
nuity 
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nv^-fvin^ te^ a higlter t«« in ftdpotiM llM toy ^ Aote Acw.!f. 
our Trad%^tocb. . ^i^^ff^an^ 

' Tb fi:^, ihsLt no Pdwh^ oiigttt to bfe Minted on :( Prac- 
tice t&dt B fotuid to be inconfiiteftt Wfth the PtiSM: Oootf^ 
bi£r^de l^^rfon^ ighcu-ant of tde la^ iftdf Atftify Mkt^ 
Pettis to ia€, Sif, to ht sLVetf tiid Pm^litc. 1 ho^ O^- 
tl^^ii w81/In ^1 dct^^r Oits, bie ^ dafe^ of lUfffififng F^' 
n^iia upoii tK£ dubjefi ; k & Meti tt^hat db^ i^d^a^ fei 
ht doht bat in CA(^ of the mfaoA Ut^eAif : jbt wJi^i^ f!M! 
Advancerikdit of the PvihUitk Godd, ot the Sectt^t^ Of f H- 
vitt Property, dui be come at in iiO othef Way, it itmbft 
dotie i aifd tvefy Man is Obliged to khO# the Law, or fdr 
a{>]i>ly hiMelftotbofethatdo. In the ^efeiit Cacfe, no Maft 
can by l6;horance fubjea Hintfetf tti && Ptnikkk phspa&i 
by this BiU, without Tome difh^Mefl f htent i fctttiOn taMti^ 
ced, tkt no M^ evef did, or ei^ wifi dthef ddfdrM 
Siatk kt T^ime, uhlefs fit kndws ihbre, <ff Ht leift thinks 
he kh'Ows more, about that Sto6k thad the Man tti whtak hi 
ftUs, of trom \vhom he bnys ; «rhieh Ihtehtion is ceftainly 
not very fair, tfco^, Wh^ci it is hot extended too ^, it ntitf 
be hece^ to overlook it iii th^ W^y Of Cofiuttetce. 

' This, Sir, i«ids me t6 dbnlider the (irefehd^d Carf^t- 
liiehce of ^rgaihs in 6t6ck fbr Tithe. Stippofe i Qeft-^ 
tiemah findd he mutt fell odt his 8tdck thfeeMdhths heiite I 
fup|)ofe another exp^dls Money in three Months Tim|^ wlddi 
he intends to lay out on the t'dithaft of Stodt ; I bdien; 
neither the one will i^fchafe, hot the Other 0^ 'till that 
Time comes, unlefs he knoiiifs, or thihks he knows, folntl 
Secret relating tb thit Stock which othet Pe6ple ate vat 
aware of; for if he that is to fell ei^pe6b ho Variation lit 
the Value of his Property, ivhy ihould he fell 'till he hal 
Occafibn for his Money > But granting that he is fo mtlch 
faiisfied with the then cnffeht Price, that kt abfUotely re* 
folVcs to fell at that very 'time, ifiay he not fell tot ready 
Money, and lodge his Mctiey in the Bank *till he has Oc^ 
"cafion for i^ iihce no &fan 6m jJretehd but that his Money 
is as lecure when lodged in the Bank, as it can be in any m 
Our Piiblick Funds ? And as to the Buyer, I am fure no 
wife Man will venture to purchafe Stock *till he has thi 
Mohey at Command ; unlefs he does it in £.t]pe5tati6tt that 
the Stock will rife, which is dovtrnfight Gaming, and whslt 
is intended by this Bill to be prevented. 

* As to a Man^s being obliged to anfVef dptm Oath to 
any Bill ided againU hihi, it can be nO Hardthip ; betaiift 
whoever does fo anfwer, and Eiirly difcoi-ers the Agreemeht 
Jiiade, is free fntik all Penalties ; he becomes liable tO no- 
thing but to return the Money which he received ; and as 
the IaW now ffainds, whoever deceives Nlotv^ x<k "w^sObfet^^ 



IJk, is obliged to anfwer upon Oatli^ and will be obliged 
to return die Money he confenes fo to have received. 

' To pretend, Sir, that by this Bill Men may be fobjeft- 
ed to great Penalties, by the Perjury and Conspiracy ctf two 
6r three Brokers, is another Objection for which there is no 
Foundation ; for againft Penuries and Con^iracies there am 
be no Guard but that of a fair Trial by an honeft Jury i by 
fuch a Tryal any fuch Confpiracy might probably be difoo- 
vered ; it would be almoft imnoffible for three Rogu€^ to con- 
cert their Stoiv fo together, but that the Confpiracy would 
be difcovered by examining them apurt, and crofs-queftion- 
ing each, in the Manner ufual at all Trisds ; fo that this too 
is nothing but an imaginary Evil, and is as ftrong an Objec- 
tion agamft every ])enal Law, that ever was or ever can^be 
ena^m, as it is aesunft the Bill before us. 

< There is nouiing in this Bill, .Sir, that can oblige any 
Man to go to Law, ether as Plaintiff ox Defendant, con- 
trary to his Inclinations, or that can prevent his makhig up 
any Diffisrence there may be between him and another ; for 
tho' the Buyer of the Stock may not perhaps be able to pay 
for the Stodc he had bought, becauie of fome Difappoint- 
ment he has in the mean Time met with, yet it is not 
to be prefumed, that he will not be able to pay the 
Difference in ready Money ; and if he can pay diat in 
ready Money at the Books, cannot he immediately fell 
out the Stock to another at the then current Price ; and 
thereby raife . the reft of the Money, which he may or- 
der to be delivered to the Man , who fold to him ? May 
not every Bargain be thus fpecifically performed, if th6 
Parties are inclined fo to do ? .In this the only Incon- 
venience is, that there muft be a double Transfer, 
which is performed with fo little Trouble or Expence, 
that, I hope, it will be no way regarded in the prefent De- 
bate : And as it may be fuppofed, that, if this Bill paflef 
into a Law, there will be few or no Purchafers, but fuch as 
are able to perform it the Time th^ purchafe ; therefore, 
the other Objefiion of the Seller*s being obliged to keep his 
Stock 'till the End of a tedious Law-Suit is of no Weight s 
for as every Purchnfer will be able, and will probably be wil- 
Cng to perform his Part of the Agreement, it is not to be pre- 
fumed, that there will be any llw-Suits upon that HeMi. 

* I am really furprized. Sir, to hear Gentlemen talk of their 
being, by this Bill, prevented from employing a Merchant or 
Friend to buy or fell Stock for them ; fuch Gentlemen do 
not, it feems, know that Commiffion and Brokerage are two 
different Articles : If a Merchant is employed to ouy or fell 
Stock for aAotVier, lit maY either do it himfelf, or he may 
employ a Bcokex % VE \i!& tm^o^j^ ^'^i^^&ki^ \a ^hax^ both 



(385) 

Brokerage and Commiinqn, and if hi; does it himfelf he Allno•^ Geo. n. 
charges only Commiifion : In neither die does he a^ as ft 
Broker, nor wiU he be obliged to keep any gpol^ for tkut 
Purpofe. 

* I have now» Sir, gone through all the siaterfal Obje9- 
tions I have heard made againd the Bill, f hop^, I have 
fhewn that there is no Weight in any of them ; I hppe, I 
have fhewn that all thelnconveniencies, which are pretended 
to arife fh>m this Bill, are imaginary ; and I think» | have 
fhewn very real Inconveniencies ariiing frofn the in&mous 
PrafUce of Stockjobbing ; and every Gcntlen^n in the 
Houfe may fugged to himfelf a greattx^any ^^pre- We ought 
to confider that no bad Coflom or Fni^ ever crept iptp ai)y 
Nation, but what fome People got by s 919^ let th^ f ra^ce 
be as pernicious as it will, >ve may ppefume tharthofe who 
get by it, will endeavour to raife Oi>ie^lipns ilgainft eveiy 
efiedual Remiedy that can be offered ; )^t 91 po Gentleman 
in this Houfe can be ai^y way concemex) in the Qettings by 
Stockjobbing, fo, I hope, they will pQp ^llpw ^u^felves 
to be mifled by any ^volous Objedion§ $j||tpd, without. 
Ooors, by thofe who are.' 

Sir John Barnard having done fpeaking, Mr Bropk^iank MrBraoksbeai^ 
fiood up next, and fpoke againfi the B^l ^ foljipws : 
Mr Speaker, 
< I doubt not but diere was a gre^ deal of Mpt^ !oft 
and won by the hte fudden JUfe and Fall of E^rfndi^ .Sbock, 
and I amperfuadedthata^eatmany of thofe, )vhobec^^ 
Porchafers upcm the Rife of that Stocky were fuph as never 
intended to hold the Stock £og the Sake of the Oiyidepd, 
but that they were fuch as bought pnly with a Vkw ef 
making an Advantage, by felling it out again at an ^yanot^ 
Price : This, 'tis true, is a Sort of Gaming, but it is of 
fuch a Sort as cannot be entirely prevented^ even by the Bi4 
now before usi io that ^ fuch a Cafe no gneat Beneit can 
be ezpedled by the Bill, ^nd in many Cafes it will pertatnly 
be attended with great biconveniendes. I fhall mention on* 
ly two I the firft of which is that of the ^ng Annuities : 
h often happens that in the Sale of fuch Pul^d: Securities, 
the Sdlermuft deduce his Ti^e in the f^^ MfUu^> ^ ^^ho 
ivere to fdl a Land-Efbte ; ib that it will he impoffible for 
him to compleat the Coaveyangc in ten I>ays, which is the 
Time limited ia this-BijU ; and therefore I am of Ckunion^ 
diat the Sa)e of fuch Annuities witi, in many Cater, be* 
come impfafticable^ if this ^ill Aould pafs into a Law. 

' It is ocrtaia. Sir, Aat the Merchants may fell Goods to 
be delivered at any Time the Contra&>n fhall agree op : . 
I know that in the Ruffian Trade it is ufual for uie Mer< 
chants concemed in thtt Trade, to Cf|ter into Qontraas to 
V4;iu U. Ccc ddw«. 
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iiAno6.<i^.u. deliver Hemp at a certain Pnce, at a certain future Time, 
i^^!l . tho% perhs^pSy at the Time of making the Contra^, the 
Hemp is not fb much as parchafed or contracted for in Ruf- 
fia : This is a Privilege which is enjoyed by all Merchants 
With refped to the Goods they deal in, and I can fee no 
Reafon why the Proprietors of our pnblick^unds flioold not 
enjoy the fame Privilege. 

* The other Inconvenience I fhall mention, is. That of the 
Difappointmedts which fome of the publick Creditors may 
ineet with in the Sale of their Properties, which will certain- 
ly be much agravated by this Bill : Suppoie a Man enten 
into an Agreement for the Purchafe'of a Land-EftaCe, and 
covenants to pay the Price againft Aich a Day under a great 
Penalty; for enabline him to perform his Agreement he 
fells out 1 0,600 1. of his Stock, to be delivered fome few 
]>ays before that Day on which he is, by his Covenant, c 
bliged to pay for his Eftate : Suppofe the Purchafer of the 
Stock does not come to accept of the Stock, or to pay the 
Price ; as the Law now ftands, the Seller of the Stock may 
^ make a Tender of his Stock at the Books, and may fell it 

out next Transfer-Day at the Rifk of the Buyer, by which 
he is enabled to pav for his Eftate, and he may recover from 
the Purchafer of his Stock, what he loft by his not accept* 
ing and paying for the Stock according to Agreement ; But 
if ttiis Bill paiTes into a Law, the Seller of Stock muf^, I 
prefume, keep his Stock *till the End of the Law-Suit be* 
tween him and the Buyer, in order that he may be always 
ready to make a fpecifical Performance ; }oy which Means, 
if he has no other Fund for railing ready Money, he muft 
fubjedt himfelf to the Penalty of his Covenant as to the Pnr- 
chafe of the Eftate. As thefe are Inconveniencies which may 
often occur, I think it is hard to fubjedl the Proprietors of 
the publick Funds to them ; and therefore I fhall be againil 
the Biirs pafling in the Form it is at prefent/ 
Sir R. Widpoie. Sir Robert Walpole fpoke next 2 
Mr Speaker, 
' I wiih the Objedions now ftarted againft the pa^g of 
this Bill, had been mentioned either upion the fecond Read* 
ing, or in the Committee. I do redly think that the Bill 
might have been drawn up, as to fome Parts of it, Ivith 
fomething more Perfpicuity, fb as to have intirely ob- 
' viated the Objedtions now made to it : But as mofl of thcj 
Objections now made are founded upon Miflakes, as to the 
Meaning and Intention of the Bill, I am therefore of Opi- 
nion, that they ought not to be of Weight enough to pre- 
vent its pafTmg. 

• As to what the honourable Gentleman was pleafed to 
mention about N^Cfy^C^tkXx^^^ \ casrais^ thitik. that they 
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cOflhe any Way under the Cafe now before us. The Navy Anno 6. Geo. il 
always contraded to pay read/ Money to all chofe, who agree 
to fufniih them with any Stores or Proviilons ; and after a 
Man has enured into fuch a Contradt, he may certainly fell, 
or ailign sny Intereil> or any Share of the IntereA he has 
therein to another, .notwithilanding the Bill now before us. 
Upon fuch Contrast the Money is indeed generally paid by 
Navy-Bills^ but that cannot hihder the private Contrader to 
raifc Money upon his.Contradl after what Manner he pleafes ; 
he may even oblige himfelf to deliver. Navy- Bills at fuch a 
Price ; for, before they are iifued, they cannot be deemed 
to be Publick Securities i and if, upon delivering the Stores 
and Provifions, ' the Navy fhould adually pay ready Money 
to the private Contractors can it be fo much as preteiided^ 
that he. would be then obliged to deliver Navy-Bills to the 
Perfon^ .from whom h^ had borrowed Money upon his Con- 
tr^^ with the Navy : ^ouJd not, in fuch a Cafe, the Re- 
payment of the Money borrowed with Intereil be a full Per- 
formance of his Engagement with the Lender ? Navy-Bills, 
indeed,, after they are once iiTued, do certainly become Pub- 
lick Securities, and. then ihey.arc to be bough^and fold in. 
the Manner prefcribed by th^ Bill, which can no way injure 
Publidc Ckctft. 

* Aft to. the ObiedioQ.&gainil. compounding, or voluntarily 
receiving any Differences J cannot think, tnat the Laws, as 
to the . Performance on the Seller's Part» is any way altered 
by thi^ Bill. He is not by this. Bill d)liged to keep the 
Stock fv>ki, in his.Pofleffion, any longer than he was before ; 
he may certainly perform upon his Part by a Tender of the, 
Stock, in the fame Manner as he could have done before ; 
he may then fell out his Stock, and he may bring his Ac- * 
tion a^nil the Buyer for not performing his Part of the 
Contra^ upon which Adlion he will recover the Difference 
l^ way of Damages. . 

/ Indeed, that Objedion relating to the long Annuities 
has fomething more in it, and therefore, I wifh it h^d 
been provided againil by fome Words, or fome Claufo ia 
the B3l ; but it is a Csde that will happen but feldpm, and. 
the Difficulty may be, by proper Management and Diipatch, 
in ail Cafes furmounted, a^ therefore I do not think it fuf- 
ficient for throwing out the Bill 1 for the PradUce of Stock- 
jobbing has been fo prejudicial to this Nation, that no trivial 
Obje£^ ought to take Place againft a Bill by which, I 
think, that FniQkc will be prevented for the fuMre. 

* I have. Sir, long wiihed for fome fuch Bill : Every one 

knows, hpw even the Adminiforation has been fometimes dif- 

trefled by the pradices of Stockjobbers : They have Cor^ 

reipondciits ftttkd at all the Couru of "Cprope, and upon all 

C c c i& Oxafions 



• ( 388 ) 
Anno 5. cto, II. OccafiODS of Moment they have their ExprefTes^ who make 
^ -12"-:^ , _f much greater Difpatch than the Government's ExprefTes caa 
** do, faecaufe they arc generally much better paid, and better 

appointed for that Purpofe. 

* I tnoft fay. Sir, that the late Praftices in the Eaft-India 
Stock were really fomething furprizing ; there might per- 
Jiaps be fome, wiio upon its Rife bought only with a View 
of fellii^ out again at an advanced Price ; but I am per- 
foaded Ztre were others, who bought even at the higheft 
Price with an honeft Intention, and vi^thoat any other View 
but that of holding the Stock they bought, and taking their 
Dividends as they ihottld become due. The Price of that 
Stock, and of every other Stock, moil always be according 
to the Value of IVfoney at that Time> ^nd the Dividend 
made^ or that may probaUy be made tipen the Stock : At 
that Time our 4I. per Cent, were feffid^ at a Preaiom,' 
evth our 3 1. per Cent, were feillttg kt very near Rir ; and 
therefore we hiuft condude, that^ aou^ding to the Value of 
Money at that Tiin^ an Annuity ef 4I. ^ Cent, was veiy 
well worth 106 1. principal Money. Thlt Company had 
divided eight /«r Cent, for many Yfi^n ; tkey but jtoft be- 
fbre paid 200,000 1. to the 6«>veiiiiflent fbr a Frotobgatioii 
of their Term ; and at the iame Time they haddedared 
they were able to do all this, and likivi4fe tb pdy off 4 or 
£00,000 1. of their Bemds, out of the Frefitft of thdr Tmde : 
From all which, thoTe who weie net lit the deepeft Seciet of 
their Affairs, had Vefy good Realbn «6 otackide, tkit they 
would have been iih to have cofitinaed the faiiie Bivf* 
dehd fbr many Ye^rs to come, and that thitt^lbre iool. 
Eaft-India Stock was a cheap Pnrchile when bought even hit 
zoo 1. The Refolntion was ibob after taken fbr dimhiiftiiqg; 
their Dividend, and that was ^ InktML i Rcbfon k^ tiw 
Fall of their Stock, as their fbiinei' Dediiraebi^ h^ htmtk 
for its Rife. What were the Motives for this Matiaftnnedi 
1 fiudl not pfetend to determine ; b«t t4m afraid, that the 
Game of Stocks Jobbing is often the Caiif^ of BAanagooienii 
1^ that, and all other publick Puiids : If we diltroy the 
Caufe, the Eft£btiiufl ceafe ; and ^ Cdtof^ence thi 
^ ,FHce of all publick Stocks will l)ecome itiote certalii and 
fixed, whhi will, I tm fiire, make theAi more valuable to 
all hdtieft PordiafeTs. Hie fhiauating o( the Price tan be 
np Advantage to axiy but Brbkers, aid to dM)fe wiko have 
a Mmd to m&e indired Advantages by StockjeMimE : 
Thofe Prafiices wiH, I think, be preveafted b)r tikis BiU 1 
confeqoentlv it vriU tend to the Improvement of puUitk 
Credit, and dierefbre I fh&Il be for its paffing.* 
wis^nr. Thm liord Hervef ^e egainft the M : 

Mr^ptakic - 
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Mr Slpeak^Ty Aano 6. Geo. It. 

* In the Debate now before us, I cannot agree with my ^ ^ ^ ^^^. ,^^ j 
honourable Friend over the Way. I muft be of Opinion, 

that if this Bill pafTes, no Seller can fue for any Difibrence 
upon the Stock fold, nor can he recover Damage, which I 
take to be the &me with Di^rence, unlefs he has the Stock 
in his PoiTeffion the whole Time of the Suit : By this Bill 
every Bargain is to be fpedfically performed, and therefore 
the* Seller, as I take it^ rauft fue only for a fpecifical Per* 
fbrmance, which no Sella- can pretend to fue for, unkfe hs 
is, at all Times, during the Continuance of the Suit, in a 
Condition and ready to perform fpecifically upon his Part, 

I for which End he muft dways have of that Stock which he 
has fold, at Icbft as much as he is obliged to deliver to the 
Buyer ; and therefore, if .a Mali has fold all the Share he, 
iias in any publtck Fund, in order to enable hii9 to perform 
his Part of an Agreeof^ent about fbmething elfe, if the 
Buyer does not come to take the Stock, and pay the Price, 
the Seller muft fubjed himfelf to the Penalty of his other 
Agreement, or he mud give up dl Pretences for recovering 
any thing firom the Buyer of his Stock, either by way of 
Difierenoe or Damages. This will be a great Hardihip upon 
all Stockholders, and as they will, by this Bill« be fubjeA- 
ed to a great many vxhtr Inconveniences, and to feveral * 
duKgatatu and heavy Penalties, I ihall therefore be s^nft^ 

-ilB paffing.* 

Sir WiffiaiA Yonge fpoke next ftor the Bill : sir w. vonge. 

Mr ^ptaker^ * 

* In the Caft now bdbre us, I take it to be of no Con- 
feqaeace, whether 4r no the Seller can recover either I^^^ 
ferencfc or Damage and dierefore, whether or ho they be 
in tSk&^ th« ftme is no material C^eflion. I am very well 
Gonviiiccd, that no Circwnfiances can ever lay a Man under 
the Neceffity of fUlii^ or buying for Time ; no Man caa 
fo much as htcve tK Inditiatten that Way, uinlefe he be en- 
dued with iomcching of the Spirit of Gaming^ cSr ualefe he 
knows a Secret, by which he thinks he can make an unjuft - 
Advantage of tiie Perfon ke fells to, or purchafes ^m i and 
therefore. Sir, I look upon the putting % final End to this 
Pradke to be one of (he principal Aims of this Bill. I real- 
ly. Sir, muft fay, that I have not heard one material Ob- 
jtSdaa ofieied i^nft this Bill, and as I was one of thoib 
flppcHAted to bring it in, I can hy, that all poflible Care 
was taken to make the Words as plain, and the Terms a^ 
cafy, as were tSDiikflBm with pitting aA d&dual End to the £- 
vils againft which the Bill was originally propofed. Howe- 
ir«r, as the BiU k «D go to the 6tber Houfe, I «b ODt know 
to Cnbc km W0idi m*y be added w akcn^ ui ^l4er Iqk . 
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AMio «. Geo. iL obviate, as much ias poffible, all Objediicms that have been 
y_^ ^^ t ^ ^ or ihay be made to the Bill.' 
Sir John Barnard. ' Then Sir John Barnard fpoke again, 

' It is Ytry certain that Long Annuities are included in 
this Bill ; they muA not be bought or fold hereafter but ac- 
cording to the Manner perfcribed by this Bill : But I am 
certain this can be no Obje&ion to the paiHng of it ; for no 
wiie Man, no honed Man, will prefume to fell any thing 
'till he has made his Title to it as clear as the Nature of 
the Thing can admit of; and therefore I think, that no 
PofTeiTor of a Long Annuity will prefume to fell 'till after he 
has deduced . his Tide, and made it fo clear, that no Diffi- 
culty can be made in approving of it, in which Cafe all 
fach Bargains may be fpecifically performed within ten Days 
after the making thereof ; but if any accidental Delay fhould. 
ih the mean Time happen, the Parties may, by mutual G>n- 
fent, put off the fpecifical Performance for what Time they 
pleafe ; there is nothing in this Bill that can prevent fuch a 
mutual Indulgence. -^ 

* 1 did not before take Notice of the Objedion made. 
That' this Bill, if it paifes, may be. the Occaiion of the 
bringing many Suits in Equity againft the PofTeiTors of our 
publick Funds. This, I mult fay, I am furprized at. What 
Guard has any Mad, as the. Law. now fbuids, againfl Chan- 
cery Suits ? May not any Man now bring a Bill in Equity 
againft me, and fet forth,, that I owe him a large. Sum of 
Money, tho' I never had any Dealings ^th the Man in 
my Life ?^ Such a £til may certainly be brought, but I 
know what would be the*. Fate of it ; I know it would be 
difmiffed with Coils : This is my Dependence, I know I have 
never done any Thing that may render me liable ta the hav- 
ing of fuch a Bill brought againft me^ and therefore I de- 
pend on it that no ibch Bill, will ever be brought. And 
would it not be the fame if the Bill now before us fhould 
pais? Is it to be fuppofed, that any Man would fubjed him- 
felf to the immediate Expence of tenor twelve Pounds, 
and the Danger of being obliged to pay twenty or thirty, 
more, unleis he had very ftrong ProoA againft the Man 
whom he made Defendant to his Bill ? This, Sir, is really 
putting Cafes almoft impoflible, in order from thence to 
raife ObjedHons againft a Bill, for the Remedy of what is, 
by every Gentleman in this Houfe acknowledged to be^ a 
r moft infufferable Evil.' 

Then Mr Glanville ftood up again, and faid ; 

Sir, 
*I moft obTerve, that thePofleifiir of a Long Annuity, who/ 
Am a Mind to ftU, vavf xkoik \A&T>i^^]^.^teacas the Son. 
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at Noon- Day, and yet when he comes to (hew It to the aimm> 6#GMk 9. 
Purchafer, he may find feveral Objeftions : In fuch Cafe it \,^JSi. 
muft be laid before che'^ Purchafer's Counfel, he muft exa- 
mine all the Title-Deeds, and a Conveyance mufl be drawn 
np and fettled by Counfel, both for the Seller and Buyer ; 
and this will be admitted, I believe^ not to be practicable in 
ten Days, fo that I muft ftill be of Opinion, that the Sale 
of fuch pubHck Securities will, by this Bill, be made very 
dangerous and difficult, if not altogether impoflible. 

' As to Bills in Equity it is certain, that no Man will 
ever file fuch a Bill unlcfs he expefls fome Difcovery by the 
Ddendanc^s Anf\yer. As the Law now Hands, no Man can ^ 

expe£Jt any Difcovery from a Man with whom he never had 
any TranfadUons : But by the Bill now before us, every Man 
will have fome Encouragement to expeCl a Difcovery of 
fomething he may make an Advantage of by the Defendant's 
Anfwer, if fuch Defendant ever was a Dealer in any of 
our Publick Funds ; becaufe, if he ever made a Contradk 
contrary to the Terms of this Bill, he will be obliged to dif^ 
cover it by his Anfwer, and tho' he may be thereby dii^ 
charged from the Penalty, yet the other Party contrading 
with him is not ; fo that the Perfon who files the Bill, may 
thereby make an Advantage, cither by itcovering the Mo- 
ney received by the Defendant upon an unlawful Contnrft, 
or by grounding an Information upon that Anfwer for re- 
covering a Penalty from the other Party concerned in fuch 
unlawful Contract or Compofition ; and therefore, I think, 
it is evident, that if this Bill paffes, the Proprietors of the 
Publick Funds will be more liable to have Bills in Equity 
preferred againil them than any other Perfons in the King- 
dom are. 

* I fhall condnde. Sir, with taking Notice of one Cale 
where People are often obliged to fell before they can be 
ready to deliver, and that is in the Cafe of Executors and 
Truftees, where the Truft-Stock muft generally be fold by 
a Bill in Chancery. In fuch Cafes, according to the Prac- 
tice now obferved, they muft fell before they bring their 
BiU, becanfe the Purchafer is always made a Party to the 
Snit ; and every Man knows that a Chancery Suit cannot be 
begun and ended, and the Bargain fpecifically performed in 
ten Days Time.' 

Mr Bootle fpoke hext : a^ Boetie, 

Sir, 

' I rife up only to rectify fome Miftakes that I find Gen- 
demen fecm to be in> with refped to the prefent Practice of 
the Law. According to the prefent Prance, no Man that 
felb Stock is obliged to keep his Stock fi^r any Tixne after 
tbe Day, on which he contracted to deliver it : If the Buyer 
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do not come on that Day to accept the Stock, and pay the 
Price he agreed to give, for it, the Seller makes Publication 
at the Books fur him to come and accept, and pay for the 
Stock which he is then ready to deliver according to his 
Contrad : Then an a£tual Transfer is made upon the Books, 
and that Transfer ilands 'till the (hutting up of the Books for 
that Day ; if, in that Time, the Buyer do not come to ac- 
<:ept of, and pay for the Stock fo transferred, the Transfer 
is then cancelled ; and opon next I'ransfer-Day the Seller may 
fell hie Stock to \yhomfoever he pleafes at the current Price 
of that Day ; and if he fells it at a Lo(s, he has an A£ticm 
upon a Breach of Covenant againft the Buyer, upon which 
Aifl^ion he always recovers the Di^erence by way of Dama- 
ges. The Publication and Transfer, made at the Books upon 
the Day agreed on and proved duly in Court, is always 
taken for a fpecifical Perfomr ance on the part of th^ Sel- 
ler ; and the Buyer has no Title to com^ at any Time after 
that Day, to demand a new fpecifical Performance. This is 
the prefent Pradice in all fuch Cafes, and I am fure there 
is nothing in the Bill now before us which can alter the 
prefent Pradtice in that RefpeA ; and therefore I muil coa« . 
elude, that as to this Caie, no Stockholder can be brought 
under any Difficulty or Hardftip by the Bill now berare 
us. 

* With refpeft. Sir, to the Long Annuities, why may not 
they be fold as Land>£flates generally are ? In the Sale of 
Land-Efktes, when the Seller finds out one who is willing 
to be the Purchafer, the firft Thine he does is to (atisfy him 
about the Title, before they fo mu^ as talk about the Price, 
or examine particularly into the Value of the Ethite to be 
fold. If this Method be obferved with refpedl to the Sale of 
Long Annuities, it cannot be faid, but that the Agreement 
nay be fpecifically performed by both Parties, within ten 
Days after making the fame. 

* As to the Sale of Stock vefted in Executors or TruAees, 
there is no Neccffity of felling it before the Bill in Chanceiy 
be filed ; there is no Neceifity of felling it before a Decree 
paiTes for that Purpofe : It may be fvggdfted in the Bill, that 
fuch a Man is willing to become a rurchafer, and he may 
be made a Party to the Suit, as well as if he had aftuiJly 
become a Purchafer ; the Effect would be the (ame, and he 
would get his CoHs in the one Cafe as well as in the other. 

' And as to Stockholders being expofed to the Danger of 
having Bills in Chancery filed frequently againil them, there 
is nothing in it ; no fair Dealer in Stodcs can ever be expof> 
ed to foch a Danger, for whoever files Aich a Bill tank fot 
forth the unlawful CoiAwfit^wticularly ; we are not to ima- 
gine, that, from axvy OaafcV&^iwA'ffiBL^ \\fcwLH<ilLbcaU 
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lowed to bring a Bill in Equity, and fugged generally that ^woS.fim-H. 
the Defendant has made foine unlawful Contracts ju Stocks, \_ , — , |— 
and pray thai he may be obliged to diicuvcr ail his Di^aimgs ; 
no, the PLiiiitiff mull certainly fei forth the particular Cou- 

■ ti&^ of which he prays a Dilcovety i and this he cannot da, 
unlefs there has not only been fome fuch unlawful Ct>ntra<ft, 
but fach an unlawful Contra^ as he has had fonie Infor^a^ 
lion of; and if upon the I flue of the Caufe hb Information 
appears to be groundlefs^ he nuiy expe£l to be made p^y all 
Coils of Suit i fo that no Man can have Reafon to be afraid 
of any fjch Bills being filed againll hiaij unJefs he has a£bi- 
nlly made fome unlawful Contrad ; and that no fuch Man 
ihould reH in ijecurity is the very Deilgn of this Bill. 

* In Hiortj Sir, from all the Obje£tions that have been 

■ .fiarted, and all the Cafes that have been put, I can fee no- 
thing but preiended or imaginary Difficulties ; and as the 
Bill now before us will, in my Opinion, put an End to mnny 
real Evils, which are of the moll dangerous Confequence 

• both to the Trade and Credit of this Nation, therefore I 
' fhall with all my Heart be for its paJTing in tlus Iloufej and 
1 hope it will be paiTed into a Law.' 

Then the Quclljon beine put. That the Bill do pafe* Thettiiiagajuffl 
It was earned m the Affirmative by 55 againlt 49 ; and thtCimMiij bbc 
^ was fent up to the Lords, who made fo many Alterations d^^^^u'^fc, owt 
^B* therein, that it was afterwards drop' d. ofiLAJteatjcini 

Maj 4. ihe rloufe being m a Grand Committee to con* thcUnia. 
Jider of Methods for Relief of the Sufferers by the Chari- 
^^ table Corporation, the Lord Tyrconnel mov*d. That a Sum |^ -ryrconiieil 
^f jiot exceeding one Million be raiied, by way of Lottery, mo^etfofaLorDciT 
for that Purp<jfe. His Lord fbip was oppofed by Mr Sandys ; JtciSwSfiSji^ 
who was anfwer'd by Sir William Yonge. Hereupon Mr !S^'(^;p^«^,\^'f* 
Erie llood up and faid, ^. , . 

Sir, MfSniviy*, 

B * I am very much for giving all the Relief we can to ^tiicT''"^''' * 
^Tfuch as are Obje£ls of Chariry, but I am as much again ft 
doing it by way of Lottery ; for by fuch a Method, in order 
to relieve thofe who have been cheated and undone, we ihall 
give a Handle, by v^hich a much greater Number of weak 
and fimple Performs may be undone.' 

Mr Palmer fpoke next : Mr Piimtt. 

• Sir, 

* I always wa5, and always fhal! be againil Lotte- 
ries, of whatever Kind, or on v* hatever Occafmn, and there- 
fore I cannot but be agiinit the Propofition now made to 
^Lti$. I fhall be glad to tee thofe poor^ unhappy People re- 
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lieved, and I hope that fome effectual Methods may be fal* 
Icn on for procuring that Relief; but do not let us think of 
ivJng ihem Relief by fctting up what has beea alw^y* deem- 
Vou II D d d ' ^ 
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cd a publick Nufance ; I believe it will be a better Way for 
us to grant a Sum of Money to the Crown, foj* the Relief of 
thofe of the Sufferers who are really Objefts of CbmpaC^bn : 
This Method I mention only to the Committee ; but, what- 
ever Relief is to be granted, I think it ou^t to be very 
much confined, for as to all thofe who ihall appear to have 
been Gamefters in that Stock, they no more merit the Com- 
paffion of the Publick, than thofe who are undone at a Gam- 
ing-Table. I doubt much if any of the Men who became 
Adventurers in that Corporation deferve much Companion ; 
I am afraid, that mofl of them purchafed, either with a 
View of making an unjuft Profit by the advanced Price of 
the Shares they bought, or with a View to have a higher In- 
tereit for their Money, than what they were by Law intitled 
to, and in either Cafe they are almoft as fradulcnt as thofe 
who were the Managers ; for he that cheats, or extorts from 
a Man a Shilling, is as much guilty of Fraud, as he that 
cheats him out of loool. Indeed, as to the Ladies, a great 
many of them may have been innocently drawn in by thofe, 
to whom they intruded the Management of their AflFairS, 
or by thofe who, from the Beginning, had a formed Defign 
of cheating them out of their Money : Their Cafe is reaUy 
to be pitied, but in my Opinion, of all the Sufferers, they 
only are the proper Objcfts of Compa^fion, and therefore I 
hope, that whatever Relief is to be given,* will be confined to 
the h\r Sex only.' 
LordTyrconnei. To this Lord Tyrconnel replied. 
Sir, 

* I have as great a Regard for the fair Sex as the Gentle- 
man who fpoke laft, and with him I think, that they are 
really the grcateft Objects of Compaffion ; but. Sir, let us 
confider, that many of thofe Gentlemen, who have been un- 
done, have Wives and Daughters ; and I cannot but look 
upon the Wives and Daughters of fuch Men to be at leafl 
as great Objefts of Compaffion, as any of thofe Ladies 
who have been undone by their own Aft and Deed.* 

Hereupon Sir Charles Wager faid. 
Sir, 

* I muft think, that the only Means we can think of 
for relieving the unhappy Sufferers in that Corporation, is to 
make a Lottery for their Benefit ; but I muft likewife be of 
Opinion, that a Lottery of a Million will be too large ; I 
believe one of 500,0001. may be fufficient ; and therefore I 
fhall fccond the Motion to the Amount of that Sum.' 

Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpoke againft the Motion as 
follows : 
Sir, 

* Before we tVirik 0? ^tOlw^-wc^ \toirj ta the Crown, or 



Sir Charles Wagcr. 
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of granting Mo«ey in any other Way, for the Relief of Aimo6.Geo.ii, 

thofe Sufferers, we ought firft to confider, whether or no t „i!"-^ _| 

we have any Power or Authority to tax the People, or to 

g;rant away the publick Money for the Relief of any pri-* 

viate Perfons. I muft really be of Opinion, that we have 

no fuch Pow^r ; we are indeed to diipofe of the publick 

Money, but then we are to difpofe of it for publick Ufes ;, 

we are not to convert it either to our own Ufe, or to the 

Ufe of any private Perfon : 'Tis true, we have fometime$ 

granted Money to the King for the rewarding of private 

Perfons, but fuch Grants have always been made for fome 

Services rendered by thofe Perfons to the Publick; and 

therefore, what Money was in that way granted, was really 

for the Ufe of the Putdick. Even the railing of Money by 

a Lottery is raiiing Money upon the People, and if any 

Part of the Money fo raifed is granted away to private Per- , 

fons, I mufl look upon it to be a converting the publick 

Money to the Ufe of private Perfons, which I think we 

have no Power to do ; and upon that Account, as well as on 

account of the many Inconveniences that attend Lotteries, 

I muft be againft the Motion.* 

Mr Winnington ^ke next in behalf of the Motion : Mr Winningt«iu 

Sir, 
* I have always had a great Regard for the Opinion of tht 
honourable and learned Gentleman who fpoke laft, but I 
hope he will excufe me, if I (ay that I do not think thp 
Objedions he has now made agoinft the Proportion ia 
Hand, are near fb ilrong as thofe ufually made by him* 
As to our Power of granting Money for the Relief in Quef- 
tion, I do not know what Power we may have in that Re- 
ipe6l ; but I am fure there are feveral Inilances, where wc 
have granted even a publick Tax for the Relief of private 
Peribns. One fuch Inflance, Sir, is within my Knowledge, 
and is fo late, that every Gentleman in this Houfe may re- 
member it ; that is, the Cafe of the Suitors in dancery, 
whofe Money had been loft by the Mifcondud of the late 
Jjord Chancellor, and the then Mailers in Chancery : It is 
well known that this Houfe laid a Tax upon the Law, which 
I take to be a Tax upon the People, becaufe the whole is 
paid by the Clients in that Court, and not by the Lawyers ; 
and the Money to arife by this Tax was appropriated to* 
wards making good the Lofs, which the Suitors in that 
Court had fuilamed. Another Inilance of the fame Nature 
is that Tax, which was granted for Relief of the Orphans 
within the City of London ; and I believe feveral other In- 
ilances could be give^, if we were to examine the Journals of 
this Houfe. 

P d d 2 * How- 
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Anno 6. Geo. 11. « HowcvcT, Sir, I do not take this to be the Qaeftion luwr 
1^ i^^L J before us. It is not propofed to impofe any Tax, or to 
grant any Money to the Crown for the Relief of chofe un- 
happy Sufierers ; for I cannot imagine how it can be thought, 
that the granting a Lottery is eicher a Tax or an Impoiition 
upon the Pubhck. By granting a Lottery we do not oblige 
any Man to pay towards it, nO Man is to be forcM to be- 
come an Adventurer ; it is not really fo much a Grant of 
Money, as it is a Repeal in fo farof an A6i of Parliament 
lately made againft private Lotteries ; for, if it were not for 
that Statute, the Charitable Corporation could of therrfelves 
let up fuch a Lottery as is now propofed : And as the mak- 
ing of that Law was occafioned by the many Frauds that 
were committed by the meanS of private Lotteries, and the 
downright Bites that were often put upon People under 
that Name, the Caufe entirely ceafes with refpedt to the 
Lottery now propofed, from which no Fraud or Bite can be 
fo much as fufpedled.' 
Sir wiUiamWynd- After him Sir William Wyndham flood up, and faid, 

bam. Sir, 

* As to the Affair before us, I am afraid we are begin- 
ning at the wrong End. We are now in a Committee, to 
confider of Ways and Means for relieving fuch of the Suf- 
ferers in the Charitable Corporation, as Ihall be deemed Ob- 
j€6l§ of Compaifion, and we are now going to refolve upon 
a ciertain Sum to be appropriated for that Relief, before we 
know any Thing about the Sufferers ; whether there be any, 
or how many of them there be Objedls of Compaifion ; or 
what Sum will be neceffary for giving diem a proper Relief? 
All thefe Queftions ought, I think, to be refolv'd, before we 
proceed to grant any Sum for that Purpofe, either by way of 
Lottery or any other way. I am, Sir, firmly of Opinion, 
that we have no Power to lay on any publick Impoiition for 
the Relief of private Perfons ; and to think of giving a Re- 
lief by way of Lottery, is to eftablifh by Law a new Deceit, 
for the Relief of thofe who have fuffered by an old one. 
As to our having it in our Power to relieve private Perfons 
by publick Taxes, the Indances mentioned by the honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke laft, are not at all to the prefent Cafe. 
The Suitors in Chancery were in a very different Situation 
from thofe we are now about to relieve : The Court of 
Chancery is one of the publick Courts of the Kingdom, and 
confequently is the fame with the Publick ; whatever Mo- 
ney was put into the Cuftody of that Court, was put into the 
Cuftody of the Publick, and if any of it was purloined 
by thofe Officers who are appointed by the Publick, there 
is no Queftion but that the Publick is obliged to make k 
^ood : Befides, O\ofe v<\io YfiA livsAi \RsK^t^ m that Court 
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did not voluntarily put it there 5 they were all obliged, con-^ aw» €.Xko. m,-- 
trary to their Inclination, to leave it in that Court ; they *^"' 
could not get it out again without an Order of Court for that 
Purpofe ; they could not fo much as inquire in what Man- 
ner their Money was dilpofed of; whereas, with reipeft to 
the Sufferers in the Charitable Corporation, they have no 
Pretence of having trufted the Publick with their Money j 
they voluntarily put their Money there ; they might have 
taken it out when they would, and they might have ever/ 
Day inquired into the Management of it ; fo that what they 
have lolt is entirely owing to their own A61 and Deed, or 
at leart to their own Negle6t ; they have nothing but Com- 
paiiion to plead for granting them any Relief from the Pub- 
lick, and I am afraid, if w? confider the Publick arigh^ 
and the Loads it already labours under, we mull conclude it 
is not in a proper Condition for granting fuch large Charities. 
That other Inftance, Sir, relatmg to the Tax for relieving 
the Orphans of the City of London, is llill lefs to the prefent 
Cafe ; it is a local Tax ; it extends no farther than the City 
of London ; and it was moil reafonable that the Citizens of 
London (hould be obliged to make good the Lofs, that was 
liiflained by Perfons who were under a Neceffity of trading 
their Money to them, or at leafl to the Officers appointed 
by them. 

' Now as to Lotteries, Sir, the honourable Gentleman 
jniftakes it,^ if he imagines that the Frauds conmiitted in pri- 
vate Lotteries, was the only Reafon for prohibiting by an ex- 
prefs Law the fetting up of any fuch. Every Lottery, pub- 
lick or private, is a publick Nufance, becaufe it makes a 
great many poor unthinking People ruin themfelves by ven- 
turing more Money in that Way than their Circomllances 
can admit of ; and, as all Lotteries are a Sort of Gaming- 
Tables, they give great Encouragement to Idlenefs and Ex- 
travagance, by buoying up weak People with the Hopes of 
getting Riches in another Way than that of Indulhy and 
Frugality, which is the only Way of getting Riches that 
ought to be encouraged by a wife People ; therefore. Sir, 
the Caufe of the Law does not ceafe with refpeft to the Lot- 
tery now propofed, but will, 1 believe, grow more ftrong a- 
gainft it than again/l any publick Lottery that ever was pro- 
pofed ; for, confidering the Expences of Management, it is 
certain that the Corporation, or the Sufferers therein, can 
make little or nothing by a Lottery, unlefs it be made fo 
difadvantageous to the Adventurers, that no Man but a Mad- 
man will put any Money into it ; and if fuch a Lottery 
fhould fill, it would be a very powerful Argument againll 
this and tvery fuch Lottery that can be propofed ; for it is 
really granting a Licence by Ad of Parliament to cheat 

People 
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Aaio6. Geo-i;. People out of their Money, which is a Sort of Project for 
%_,,^^—i,^ raiiiog Money that this Houfe will never, I hope, agree ta 

in any Cafe whatever. * 
Uti Henrey. X^ord Hervey fpoke ^ext in Favour of the Motbn : 

Sir, 
« There is, in my Opinion, no poffible Relief to be givea 
tp thofe unfortunate People, but what muft be attended with 
foflie Inconveniencies. I am, in general, as much againil en- 
couraging Lotteries as any Gentleman in this Houfe ; but 
where no real Fraud is conmiitted, J cannot think that a Lot* 
tcry is a Thing of fo bad Confequence ; where the Money 
thereby raifed is duly applied, and no underhand Dealings 
allowed to be put in Pra^ice, which, to be fure, will be taken 
^are of in the prefent Cafe, it cannot be attended with ma- 
ny Inconveniencies ; and as a Lottery is the only Method 
which I have yet heard mentioned, or can think of, for 
giving Relief to thofe Objects of Compaflion we have now 
under our Confideration ; I have fo much Pity for them, 
that I think the few Inconveniencies, that can attend fuch ^ 
fmall Lottery as that of 500,0001. ought in the prefent Cafe 
Ip be overlooked. 

* Upon the Petition of the Proprietors of this Corporation,! 
mt have all had two Things under our Confideration. The 
firft was that of doing Juftice by punilhing the Gudty ; ii^ 
this we have gone on as we ought to do in all fuch Cafes ; 
we have proceeded with the utmoU Caution ; becaufe, if we 
Lad been rigorous in that Point, we might readily have de- 
viated into Severity, which in all Cafes ought to be carefully 
^voided ; but as tp the other Point, whioi is that of giving 
Relief to the unfortunate Su&rers, and which is the Point 
now before us, there is no need of fo great Caution : If in 
this we ^ould go a little too far, it is erring upon the fafe^ 
Sidl( ; the greateft Fault we can be guilty of, is that of 
ihewing too n>uch Companion and Pity £6x thofe innocent 
yerfon^, who have by ^he Frauds of othen become proper 
Qbje^s of Coinpaiiion. 

* It cannot, I think, befaid, that we are beginnin| at the 
wrengEnd, by votiqg for a 500,000 1. Lottery, befi)re we 
know the Number of the Sufferers that ate Obje£ls of Com- 

^ paflion, or the Sum that will be wanted forgiving them a pro- 
per Relief; becaufe. Sir, we are not now to fettle the Scheme 
of the Lottery : Before th;^t is fettled, there will be Time 
to inquire into what Su|n will be necefiary for giving fuch 
Relief, and according as that Sum is large or finall, the 
Lottery may be made the n^ore or the lefs advantageous for 
the Adventurers; If 100,000 1. Ihould be found to be ne- 
ceffary for relieving all thpfe of the Su&rers, who are really 
Objei^sof Comp^oi(i, tl\ert muft be a fifth Part of the Money 
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tbhttibuted by the Adventurers funk for the Ufe of the Siif- Anno 6. fteo. m. 
ferers ; and, if it Ihould be found, that half that Sum will ^ J7^1:^^ 
be fufHcient for the End propofed, then it will not be ne- 
ceflkry to fink above one tenth of the Money contributed by 
the Adventurers ; and whatever is thus funk by the Adveii^ 
turers, is not really to be looked on as Money thrown away, 
it is to be looked on as fo much Money given by them for 
a charitable Ufe ; and the raifing of this Charity by way of 
Lottery, is propofed only as an Inducement for fome People 
to contribute towards a charitable Ufe, who would not pet- 
haps otherwife contribute to the moil charitable Ufe that 
can be imagined.* 

Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpoke again : Sir jofcphjckyli. 

Sir, 

* I am very much convinced, and I find it is generally 
allowed, that a Lottery is in itfelf a bad Thing ; and, I 
think it is likewife allowed, that there is no Reafon for our 
coming into fuch a Meafure at prefent, but only the Nc- 
ceflity we are under, and becaufe no other Means of Relief 
can be thought of. There is no Sort of Lottery can be fet 
up, but what muft expofe Multitudes of People to be un- 
done ; and it is impoflible to prevent feveral of thofe frau- 
dulent Practices, which are always fet up under the Sandlion 
bf every Publick Lottery. If then a Lottery be in itfelf a 
bad Thing, furely the lefs we have of it the better ; why 
Ihould we vote for a Lottery of 500,0001. if one of 250,000!. 
will do the Bufinefs ? This Confideration alone makes it. Sir, 
in my Opinion, neceffary firft to confider who are Objefb of 
Compaffion, and what Sum will be fufficient to relieve 
them ; for if upon fuch Inquiry it be found that a Lot- 
tery of 250,0001. will be fufficient for the End propofed, it 
would certainly be very wrong in us to vote a Lottery Of 
500,0001. for we feem all to be convinced, that a Lottery 
for any Sum will do Mifchief ; but a Lottery for a fmali Sum 
can never do fo much Mifchief as one for a larger.' 

Mr Heathcote fpoke next as follows : MrHcathoote. 

Sir, 

* I mufl confefs that what is now propofed feems to be 
a new Method of raifing Charit>' ; but I hope the charitable 
Difpofition of the People of this Nation is not as yet fo 
much decayed, as to make it neceffary to trick them into 
the giving of Qiarity ; when they are fully convinced that 
the Ufe, for which the Money is raifed, is really charitable, 
in fuch Cafes I have never as yet obferved the People back- 
ward in their Contributions ; I am, indeed, afraid that the 
Objects of Charity now under our Confideration would not 
meet with any great Relief from the People ; for the Ge- 
nerality of the People do generally think, that ihofe who 
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Anno <^ Geo. n arc undonc by My fort of Gaming or Stockjobbings are not 
l_ -H- nij proper Objeds of Charity. Thoie who are ruined by Ship- 
wrecks, by Fire, or fuch Accidents, are certainly much 
greater Objefts of Charity, and more intitled to a Parliamen- 
tary Relief, than thoie who ever weVe or ever can be undone 
by the Management of any Publick Stock whatever ; be- 
caufe e\'ery Proprietor may look into the Affairs of the Com- 
pany, and may prevent the Mifmanagement, if he is but to- 
lerably careful of his own Intereft ; and yet we have never 
feen any of the former fo much as claim a Relief from Par- 
liament. 

* I mud obferve. Sir, that what we are now about may 
come to be a very bad Precedent; it will for the future make 
all Proprietors of Publick Funds lefs careful of their Direftors 
and Managers ; fo that I am afraid, we may have many Ap- 
plications of the fame Nature. There is now a Company 
under our Confideration, which will likewife, I believe, 
itand in need of the fame fort of Relief ; and I do not know, 
but that in nine or ten Years, another great Company may 
find themfelves under a Neceffity of applying for fomething 
of the iame Nature ; efpecially if they Ibould go on with 
their prefent Scheme of diminifhing fo conliderably their 
Trading Capital, and loading it with all the Debts they now 
owe. For thefe Reafons, Sir, as well as a great many o- 
thers, I cannot but be againfl the Motion now in hand.* 
This Debate being over, a Motion was made. That the 
A Lottery of Chairman leave the Chair : But the Queflion being put there- 
^£fSf'th?sif?' ^pon. it was carried in the Negative by 85 to 6i ; after 
^oj* bvjhc cha- which the Committee came to feveral Refolutions, which 
^ . "**- upon the Report were agreed to ; and a Bill brouglxt in for 
the Relief of the Sufferers by a Lottery of 500,000!. which 
paffed into a Law. 

June 1 1 . The King came to the Houfe of Lords, and the 
Commons attending, his Majefty made the following Speech 
to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

KfJITEnVto " HP ^ ^ ^^^^°" °^ ^^^ ^^^^' ^"^ ^^ Difpatch you have 

ib« Sixth scflion. « J[ given to the Publick Bufmefs, make it proper for 

** me to put an End to this Seffion of Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I return you my Thanks for the Proviilons you have 

•* made for the Service of the current Year. I have never 

** demanded any Supplies of my People, but what were ab- 

** folutely neceffary for the Honour, Safety and Defence of 

** me and my Kingdom •, awd I am always belt pleaied, when 

" tUxt Publick Expences ^Te ^\x^^\^^^vok^'VIW^'5x\i^ V^xa- 

*' thenfome to my Sub^efe, 



\^ 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, *»«» '^^^, * 

** I cannot pais by unobferved, the wicked Endeavours^ t__ -j~' , _| 
^' that have lately been made Ufe of to inflame t^e Minds 
*^ o£ the People, and by the moil unjuft Mifreprefentations^ 
'* to raife Tumults and Difordecs, that almoft threatned the 
«< Peace of the Kingdom ; but I depend upon the Force of 
^' Truth, to remove the groundlefs Jealouiies, that have 
'* bee|i raifed, of Deiigns carrying on againft the Uberties 
** of my Peoplje, and upon your known Fidelity, to defeat 
*f and fruibate the Expe^tions of fuch as delight in Con- 
f* fufion. Jt is my Inclination, and has always been my 
** Study, to preferve the Religious and Civil Rights of all 
f' my Subje<ib. 

•• Let it be your Care to undeceive the Deluded, and to 
*^ make them fenfible of their prefent Happinefs, and the 
*^ Hazard chey run of being unwarily drawn^ by fpecious 
^' Pretences, into their own DeilrudUon/' 

After which, the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly*s Com- tIw WrUtmeM 
raand, prorogued the Parliament to the 26th of July : >»«««■«*• 
They were afterwards farther prorogued to the 17th of Ja- 
luiary. 



Th( End of the Second Volume. 




